IMPRIMATUR 


Fic liber were Chriſtianus ; qui, ſt Prime- 
vam ſfpebles pietatem, Summamn Eloquents- 
am, Rationum pondus, nihil in eo deeft quo 
minus poſſit nos Omnes, quales tam accurate 
deſcribit, were Chriſftianos efficere. Purtors 
evo ſane digniſſimus eſt, niſi quod tam potens 
ſit ,qui vel noftrum Seculum transformaret in 
at rw Benedicat Dews Operi & Authors. 
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TO THE 


BOOKSELLER. 


SIR, 


AVI NG in my hands a Prattical 
Treatiſe mnctnig The Cauſes of the 
Decay of Chriſtian Piety ſo viſible in this 


--our 1: FB. gs il by the Excellent Aathor of 


The? WHOL B: DUTY OF MAN: and 
'Þa £ gen, zrmiſſion to make it publick, I 


* 'was in ſomedouhfwhether the preſent diſturb'd 


[3 *State of affairs, wauld not make it reaſonable to 


CC A OT 
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Diſcourſe of this Kin 


| deliy the Raniony, ut conſidering that times of 


ifficulty : and. trouble bring thoughts of Vertue 


1ntotheir minds, whoforgot their Duty and their 


God n affluence andquiet: I am apt to think a 
od. ſeaſonable enough at this 
time. ET. 

Almighty God give you ſome re- « 4, 1. 5, 
parr for your * late great Calamity : is London. | 
As it was the Authors kindneſs that 
you ſhould have the offer of this Trat, what- 
ever it prove, fo I think it will be a little the 
more ſeaſonable, that it comes as a New-years 


Gift, cal 


Your wery loving F riend, 


, _> 
FR 1 


January, 1667, 
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GHSSHESEERESELS 
- THE PREFACE::. 
T i oY GH this be the firſt appearance this 


Tratt has maae in.the world, yet its Being 

#5 of ſomewhat a more ancient date ;. it ha- 
ving received its lineaments and perfect: form ſome 
gears ſince : when the Author not having partiality 
enough to think it worthy publick view ; had;adjnag'd 
it, if not to perpetual darkneſs, yet at leaſt. tea long 
indefinite ſuſpenſion from ſeeing light. In this inter- 
wal, *tis more than probable ſome paſſages may have 
boſt much of their propriety to the preſent tate of af- 


fairs, they, having been adupted to circumſtances 


which may ſince have recejved ſome change.;. and 
herein | muſt beſpeak the Readers candor, ts: make 
ſuch allowances as the matter ſhall require ;-of which 
yet 1 ſuppoſe there will not occur very many, or very 
amportant occaſions. INT, 
BUT would God I were to Apologice fora yet far 
greater abſurdity, that oar ſcene were ſo ſhifted, that 
the whole deſig of the enſuing diſcourſe, might be- 


.come one entire impertinence, and that our more.emi- 


went conformity the-rules of our Chriſtian inſtituti- 
08, might Jogeoſedr theſe diſquiſitions above our -fat- 
lances and. aberrations. . .Þnt alas, 1 find I bave 


pitcht upon 4. ſubjett not like to-be,_ out-dated.;, wice 
aaily gaining not only flrength, but impullenice © nay, 
RE SS 2 ; we 
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| we are not only become witneſſes again orr ſelves by 
declaring our $in 8s S0dam, but we haveforced Goa 
aff 19 8of eguinf as by pumifhing us in « manner 
210 leff conſpicuons and manifeſt. And ſurely then" tis 
more than time for 'us to take the Prophets advice, 
ag. I, 7.toronſider our ways, f0 TeflefF not only 
on thoſe robuſt gyant-like provocations which have 
thas bid defiance 18 Heaven ; but alſo to ſift out thoſe 
ſerret incendiaries that heve inflamed ns to this mad 
dering ; to examine what that N, that dufla- 
wable bitumen, the antemper d morter is with 
winch we build our Babel, by diſcovering thoſe mif- 
perfmaſions and falſe confidences, wherein many 
our other puilts ave - founded : in order to which this 
flight Tratt offers its feeble, yet well-meant aids; 
ring forced out of its retirement, and like Crefiis 
tric damb Sop, reampel!'d v6 fpeak by impalſe of the 
preſent exigent : and how deſpicable ſoruty the Mite 
contributed be iy it ſelf, yet if it may provoke the 
wore wealthy to caft in richer gifts, it way prove 10 
wrprofitable one for the Corban. - 'I# evident this 
&& ſtaſos which not only warrants, but exacts the 
moſt importunate endeavours of perſwading men to 
hoſe things that belong totheir Peace. 
| FOR although" tis trme, that every Fate of fin 
fers as ulſo in « Bute of buftitir with God, yet our 
preſent condetion ſeems to have advanced us beyoril 
the common degrees ever of that. *'Te3,"we know, high 
injolence againſt a Prince to deſpiſe #2 violate his 
daws, but when to that are ſwperaxded contumeticy, 


«xd defipn'd affronts to his perſon, this ts ſuch aw 
—— ontrape, El ani & ft 
reſoly'd 
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reſolyd Patience. And this al.zs appears to be our 
caſe : we have long indulg'd toonr ſelyes the breach 
of all Divine laws, gratified every appetite, every 
paſſion and luſt with the forfeiture of our ullegiance, 
and as if this would zot ſerve to render us ifrecon- 
cileable enough to God, we ate now grown to ſubjoynt 
malice to licentiouſneſs ; oy cans not ſo much to pleaſe 
our ſelves, as to diſpleaſe him ; profeſs a contempt 
wot only of his commands, but himſelf ; and ſeck no 
Jeſs to dethrone Him, than abrogate thoſe. Thus 
have we made it a kind of perſonal quarrel, and by 
thoſe impious blaſphemies we daily dart | againſt 
Heaven, do, as it were, dare the Divine Majehy 
Zo vindicate it ſelf, Whether his great longanimity 
may have given our HeQors 3 fancy, that they had 
' wapour'd God ( as they aye us'd todo men) into 4 
tameneſs, I ſball not examine : but his late proceed- 
ings with us ſufficiently teſtifie that he 1means nv longs 
er to decline our challenge. * He now appears to avow 
the enmity As openly as we have done - and has al- 
ready given ns competent eſſays, how fearful a thing 
itisto fall into the hands of the living God, Heb. 
IO, 3I, Y | : 

'TIS true indeed that he has formerly ows'd his 
controverſie with our Land, and by a long ſeries of 
great and heavy calamities atteſted himſelf the God 
to whom vengeance belongeth, Pfal. 94. 1: Tet 
as great Monarchs uſe to quell leſſer inſurretions by 
their Litutenants, and ſubordinate Officers, but 
when the rebellion grows high and deſperate, then to 
encounter it in their own perſons ; '(o is it here obſer- 
vable that God then Chaſtiſed, and tried to 

| A 


reduce 
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. . retluce us by inferior inſtruments,. found us out Lt- 
'Qors 177099 our. ſelves,” and made one-mans fin the 
puniſhment of 'ajnothers * "but now as if he had the 
ſame ealoitfte for his honour which Joab had at the 
fie; Fi Rabbafor Davids, 2 Sami. 12. 28. 4s if he 
ear Heo'berival din the glory of our ruine, he takes 
us Dito'hts own hand, marks us ot, as he did Pha- 
Yaoh;*7v be the Trophies of his ovop peculiar venge- 
zxce, appearing fienally againſt us inall the dreadful 
Joltmmnities of an enraged enemy.” * 5320 

' FOR firſt, has he not as Moſes ſpeaks, Deut. 32. 
41. wher hy glittering Sword ? Nay,” has. he not 
morbover (in the Stripture ſtile) made it drunk with 
Blond? by ſweeping away mnltitudes of us in 4 r4- 
ging PEST IL ENCE, which Marcht from one 
part of the Nation to another in a kind of Triumphant 
progreſs, as if it had receiv d the ſame mandate God 
gave Abraham, 'Ge».:13. 17, ' Ariſe, walk 
through the land, in the length thereof, and in 
the breadth thereof, *for unto thee will I give it. 
Whether it may not thus fatally complete its courſe, 
zorwithſtanding the halt 'it ſeems to'make, and paſs 
from our Dan to our Beerſheba, 7s 4 queſtion that 
can with no 2699 u9p be reſold in the negative ; 
for as it is not to be doubted but there were in Tu- 
dea as great ſinners as thoſe on whom the Tower 
of Siloam fell, 'Luke 13. that thoſe who have hi- 
therto eſcaped have an efual ſhare in the provoking 
cauſe of the Tudgment :* So alſo that great un- 
ſenſibleneſs many of as ſhew of what others groan 
under, is a very ominous abode ; it being not only 
4 aangerons ſymptome, but a probable means of 
 atawing 


ems, | 
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drawing that calamity to our ſetves, V hen God - 


fees we will ſuffer nothing by way. of conſent and ſym- 
pathy with others, tis but equal we have our part in 


a more direft and immediate inflittion, and feel 
what we would not compaſſionate, Thucydides 
mentions it as the effett of the great Plague at Athens 
that it had extinguiſht humanity ; brought ina 
kind of ferity and barbarouſneſs among them, "rex> 
daring them openly villainous to men, - and blaſphemous 
againſt God ; Heavy oC n <y0poTuy you@ ihe 
areapye, there was no reſtraint of law or religion, 
one part being deſperate upon proſpect. of their dan- 
ger, the other preſumptuons upon the contemplation 
of their Eſcape ; and fure if we look impartzially, 
ours will appear to have had ſomewhat of the ſame 
operation. Thoſe compaſſions which 'the novelty it 
ſeems at firſt gave us to ſufferers in this kind, ſeems 
now - quite extintt# ; ſo unconcern'd are we grown 


. #oevery thing that touches us not in our individu- 


als, as if we owned no relation to the ſpecies of 
mankind, though backt alſo with that cloſer tye, 
which the ſpiritual conſanguinity has ſugeradded. 
A pregnant indication of this may, I doubt not, be 
colleited ( as from: many other circumſtances, 'ſo 
particularly ) from the great haſte has'in many places 
been made, to lay aſide thoſe publick Humiliations 
and Interceſſions which were recommended to us, 
as well by the command of Authority,” as the com- 
mon diſtreſſ; but. have been caſt off without the 
ſubſtraition of either of thoſe motrves, Whether 
we are duly mindful of the afflictions of Joſeph, 
that cannot afford one day in a muoneth for -4 

A 2 ſolemn 
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EI] 1 reflettion on them, I muſt leave to every mans 

- conſcience to diſcuſf. But ſure we are no lei wanting 
ro.our febues than them in this negle(t ; the office be+ 
tng nolefſi define for Antidote than cure, to prevent 
the Fudgment where it is not, than to remove it 
where it is: and if we will neither deprecate on our 
own behalf, nor intercede on others ; we are ſure as 
 improvident, as uncharitable, and may juſtly expect 
the fatal event of both. 

N the interim, although the ome reſpite from 
deftruttion, and our own deceitful hearts flatter us 
and ſay Peace, Peace; we have all reaſon to cons 
clude that God is not attoned, the quarrel and hoſti» 
bity goes on, and his hand is ſtretcht out Kill, El. 
5.25. And ſo indeed we find it in other diſmal 
events. Slaughter we know is not the only effect of 
War ; which as it deftroys the lives of many, blaſts 
the ſupports and Foys of more. This conſequence of 
hoſtility we find well expreſt by the Prophet, Joel 2.3, 
The land is as the Garden of Eaez before them, 
and behind them a deſolate wilderneſs, axd here- 
in alſo hath the Lord of Hoſts, the great God of 
. battel ſhewed himſelf mighty againſt us, he has in- 
waded us not only with Sword, but FIR E: andin 
ſo Ftupendous manner deſolated the glory of our 

Lan , that no humane fary could have procured, 
or even have wiſht the like vaſtation and ruines. 
That City which was great among the Nations, 
and Princeſs among the Provinces, Laz, 1. x. 
lies buried in her own Aſhes, 4nd is both Funeral. 
pile and Urn to her ſelf; and what neither foreign 
ror domeſtick enemies could in 4 ſucceſſion of many 

| ages 
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apes effetf, one blaſt of the breath of his diſpleaſare, _ - 
Dial. T has pur oh in a moment. So verifying 
even in 4 literal ſence the Apoſtles affirmation, 
Heb. 12. 29. that qur God is a conſuming fire, 
Plutarch tells ws when Fabius ſackt Tarentum, 
he took not away their Images, but ſaid, amoneine- * 
pho Tv; Jeus TaggvriVOE xecoArpPr;, Let us leave 
the Tarentines their Gods that are offended with 
them. *T:s our Calamity to be fignally under the in- 
dignation of our incenſed God, which in that great 
Captains judgment was ſomewhat more dreadful 
than the worſt inflictions of War : For what induſtry 
ſoever has been nſed to entitle either the negligence 
or deſigns of men unto our overthrow, yet ſure never 
any judgement had more legible marks of Gods im+ 
mediate hand : ſuch as ſhew he meant to revenge 
the abuſe of his ”m gentle methods; that thoſe 
who would not be reformed by the ſlighter corre(ti- 
ons wherein he dallied with them, might find a 
judgment worthy of God, Wilſd. 12. 26, Azd 
ſure ſuch was this, which both for its greatneſs aud 
irreſiſtibleneſs does well own its Author, and ſhews 
his wrath was accenaed to 4 mw exceſſive heat, thas 
_ poured out it ſelf not only like, but in Fire, 

m.2.4., 

I'S 4 ALL zot here aſſume the Polititians pay, 
and weigh the detriment we have ſuftgined by it in 
eur civil intereſt, of which perhaps nothing but time 
&nd experience can give us nn eſtimate ; It rather 
ſuits my deſign to obſerve what relates to our ſpiritu- 
4 concerns, whilſt Gods dwelling places were invol- 
ved in the ſame Thine with ours; his own peculiar 
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 portfon not exempted; but as the Prophet complains, 
Eſ. 64. tx, Our holy and beautiful houſes where 
our fathers praiſed him are burnt with fire :' This, | 
though perhaps leaſt ' conſidered,” is ſure not the 
leaſt ſai circumſtance, had only the ſcenes of our 
luxury, or our fraud been deſtroyed, it might have 
ſent-us with more fervency to the places of our ae- 
wvotion, and we' might have frequented Gods hou-' 
ſes the better, © for being deſtitute of our own ; 
but when theſe alſs are made parts of the commoy 
heap, *tis 4 ſad teſtimonial. that. our very Religion 
was provoking ; That that pageant-like piety which 
we-depoſited in our CHURCHES, only to make 
a ſhew with on holy-days, ſerved - only to defile 
thoſe holy places, "apa render them ſo polluted as re- 
quired no flighter purgation than that of FIRE. 
"Tis, we know, not long, ſince thoſe manſions ſacred 
tothe Prince of Peace, were even in the vulgar oh- 
' vious ſence, made” magnFines for War ; but yet 
more ſo in referexse-to- that Pulpit-wila-fire, which 
ſet the Nation in combuſtion ; whether that ftrange 
Fire which ſome of our Nadabs and Abihu's 7»tro- 
dured there, may not ( even at this diſtance ) have 
done its part to the drawing down this FIR E from 
Heaven, I leave to their ſerious refleftion, But nei- 
ther the Hypocrite nor the Seditious muſt ingroſs 
the guilt of this ruine : The Atheiſt vyes with both ; 
for alas; what ſhould God do with Temples among 
thoſe, who pay him no worſhip? Or why ſhould he let 
thoſe ſacred monuments remain among them, to 
whom all memorials of him ſerve but as occaſions, 
and incentives #0 blaſpheme him? They have long 

ſaid 
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ſaid with choſe in Job, Depart from us, for we de- - 
ſire not the knowledge of thy ways; and now 'tis 
but equitable ( 1 had almoſt ſaid Civil ) to take them 
at their word, and no longer reſide among thoſe who 
ſo avowealy diſclaim him. | 

AND this, *tis much to be feared, may be the 
ortent of this diſmal vaſtation: we know men uſe 
not to deface thoſe houſes, where they intend to inha- 
bit: and ſure this abhorring his Sanctuary, ad 
caſting off his Altar, Lam. 2. is 4 dreadful fign, 
that he means no longer to continue his reſidence 
among us ; indeed we find in Scripture that his pro- 
miſe of cohabiting is always limited to thoſe who own 
themſelves his people ; and therefore when ſo many 
of us have openly renounced that relation, we 
can with no juſtice expeit the bleſſing appendant to 
, E 
BUT perhaps this will ſeem to ſuch no formi- 
dable thing ; Gods ſo withdrawing of himſelf is but 
agreeable to their wiſhes, a kind of quitting the 
field to them, and ſo rather matter of complacency 
than regret : but *tis to be conſidered that there is 
another preſence of God that will infallibly ſucceed 
this ; when he removes that of his grace, *tis tg 
make way for that of his anger ; like the Philiſtines 
we ſhall know the God of lirael is among us by his 
Plagues, T Sam. 5. or to make a yet more aread- 
ful compariſon, we ſhall like the damned in Hell, dife 
cern his {rw only in the punitive effetts : ts 
and read his nearneſs in our ſufferings. Aud ſure 
this will be but an ill exchange, even to the profaueſ# 
of us, thoſe that have mY or teathed the 
4 
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” ſoft bremthings of his Word and Spirit ; will find it 


er harder to endure th: whirlwinds of his wrath, 
which will ſnatch from us thoſe ſecular advantages 
for whoſe purſuit we have neglected the better part, 
T-2ke 10. 42. and leave ws as little of worldly enjoy- 
ments, as we deſired to have of ſpiritual, 

' OF this our late Calamities have given us 4 ſad 
Przludium, 43d God knows how ſoon we may [+2 the 
x alan of the. fatal Tragedy, it being too probable 
that this is Gods laſt Experiment upon ns, 'l:ke the 


| CI Scarifyings to a Lethargick Pari-77 ; 


ft is bring us -— oo mg we are like fo fleep 07 ro 


deſtruftion: And alas, what uncomfortable 3; 


Ptomes appear even in this point alſo! Whe ts there 
that ( unleſs awakened by his perfonal concernm-..:s ) 

ems at all to fhartle at the noiſe of publick rin: ? 
When God in . ug i threatned the Tiracl:ces 
that he would remit their condutt to his Angel, :»d 
rot go himſelf with them. ' The Text ſays, They 
mourned and no man put on his ornaments on 


him, Exod, 33.4. oy as the LXX, x<&TETevOnogy # 


Ter0ixotcy 4nd the Syriack, FD>z o>02 

<@ca>> CH, They ftript themſelves of their 
Armour, their ruffling garb of War, and ap- 
peared 1n the penitential dreſs of ſackcloth and 
aſhes : but now that we are given up not to 4 con- 
dutting but deſtroying Angel, what ſigns of remorſe 
do we (bew? What wanity (I fear I may ask what 
vice ) hive we fubſtratted, upon the ſenſe of Gods 
enger? What nicety in chaths or diet have we cut 
off in ſympathy with the nakednefs and hunger of our 
afflifted biechren? Nay, #0'not the He 
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ollities of too many among us, look as if we triumphe 
in their miſeries, -found Muſick in the diſcordant 
founds of their groans, and our own laughter ; and 
emulated that infamous barbarity of Nexo, who play- 
ed while Rome burned ? *Tis mentioned by the Pro- 
phet as a moſt prepoſterous thing, 4 kind of impious 
Soleciſm to revel under the menace of judgments. 


Thus faith the Lord, a ſword, a ſword, it is 


\ ſharpned to make a ſore ſlaughter, it is furbiſhed 


that it may glitter, ſhould we then make mirth ? 
Ezek. 21. 9, 10. 4nd certainly it leff opp 
whom God bas not only prepared, but uſed his ſword ; 
who are not only under the threats, but attual Exe- 
cution of his vengeance : And what ts it but interpre- 
ratively to prompt him to yet ſharper inflittions, by 
ſhewing him that theſe have not edge enough to pene- 
trate 2? With how much R—_ God reſents 
this perverſe, this contumelious behaviour, we ma 
read, Eſay 22. 12, 13, 14. In that daydid the 
Lord call to weeping, and mourning, and to 
baldneſs, and to: girding with ſackcloth, and 
behold joy and gladneſs, iflaying Oxen and killing 
Sheep, eating Fleſhand drinking Wine ; eating 
and drinking;for to morrow we ſhall dye: Upon. 
which follows that ſevere denunciation : Surely this 
iniquity ſhall not be purged from you till you dye. 
Of ſo deep a tintture # thus guilt, that "tis as laſting 
as our lives, and like the fretting leproſie in the 
bouſe, Levit. 14. 45. can be removed by nothing but 
its diſſolution. | | 
O then let us not add this to the heap of our other 
provocations, miſtake impudence or deſperation for 
0 1+. " _s Ta courage ; 


ad 


courage ; and frantichly defie that ommipotence which 
we are ſure we cannot reſiſt : but ſince it has pleaſe. 
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God even in wrath to remember mercy, let us tran- 
ſcribe his Copy, be as kind to our ſelves as he has 
been to us, and Flop in our career as he has done in 
his ; not ſo madly affett a full parallel with Sodom 
and Gomorrha, as to force him to deſtroy that rem- 
nant, Ef. 1. g. which alone diſtinguiſhes our caſe : 
but rather take pattern from Nineveh ; cry, and 
cry mightily to God, joy» humiliation to our pray- 
ers, and reformation to both. And could we be per- 
ſwaded to do this with the ſame ſincerity, and unt- 
verſality, we might hope it may be with the ſame ſuc- 
eſs alſo: would every one who has contributed to 
the arcending, as induſtriouſly contribute to the ap- 
peaſing of Gods wrath : would all who have brought 
their fire-brands bring alſo their tears to quench 


them ; as there would be no ary Eyes in the Nation. 


at the preſent, ſo might it prevent as great a Gene- 
rality of weeping ones for the future ; ſecure us ſuch 
a tranquillity here, as may calmly convoy us tothat 
zmpaſſible State, where all tears ſhall be wiped 
from our eyes, where there ſhall be no more 
death, nor ſorrow, nor crying, nor pain, Rev. 
21, 4. 
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CHAP. I. 


The Charatter of Chriſtian oy a its 
aptitude to plant exemplary Vertue and Santtity. 


HE holy Pſalmiſt gives it as- part ofthe 
Character of Pious perſons, and there- 
withal a deſcription of their felicity, Pal. 
| 92; 13. That they ſhall bring forth more fruit in their 
Age: and what he thus obſerves of the members 
disjunctively and apart, reaſon ſuggeſts tobe in a 
higher and more eminent manner appliable tothe 
whole body united : And it being as well the mark 
as duty of every ſingle Chriſtian to grow in grace, 
2 Pet.3.18.we may by all rules of Proportion, con- 
clude that the colle&ive maſle of ſuch, the whole 
Church is by this time near attained to the meaſure 
of the Ftature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph.4. 3. And 
indeed this is fo regular an inference, that whi 
the premiſes ſtand tirm'*tis impoſſible to ſhake the 
concluſion, the entire body muſt neceſfarily aug- 
ment anſwerably to the growth of its ſeveral 
parts. And if we ſhould fo far let looſe to ſpecula- 
tion asto forget our experience, if we meaſure 
theeffe&t only by the power and energy of the 
cauſe, we ſhould ſurely beas far from doubtin 
the premiſes allo. Chriſtianity is in it ſelf of to 
prolifick a nature, ſoapt to impregnate the hearts 
and lives of its profelytes, that it is hard to ima- 
gine, thatany branch ſhould want adue fertility 
that is engrafted into ſo vigorous a ſtock, 


FOR 
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FOR firſt, inits ſpring and original it is moſt 
ſupernatural and divine. derived immediately 
from him, who had nothing more of man than 
he purpoſely aſſumed to draw us the nearer to him 


25 God. He it was that diſſeminated this. do- 


&rine, and that in order to thepurifying to himſelf 
4 peculiar people zealons of good works ; 'and certain- 


ly his choice abundantly juſtifies its propriety to 


that end, and his deſcent from Heaven on that 
errand putsfo venerable a {olemanity upon.it, that 
- though his deſcent were very aſtoniſhing, yet it 
-will be much more fo, thart it ſliould fail of the de- 
ſignedeffec. | 
AND indeed did our Faith giveus no clue to 
lead us to the Author, yet.its compoſition would 
ſpeak it to be of no humane extra&tion, its pre- 
cepts are ſo excellent and refined, ſoagreeable to 
- *the more ſpiritual part of ourtemper, and fo apt, 


'as to foreſtall, ſo to cleanſe and ſublimate the - 


more groſs and corrupt, as ſhews fleſhand bloud 
-neverrevealed it. Nay farther, ſo effectually pro- 
' viding for all thoſe advantages to mankind,which 
the wiſeſt of mens laws have 1n vain attempted, 


that methinks they all ſtand before it like the ' 


 EMagictans before Moſes, and by their impotence 
-racitly confels it to be the finger of God. *Twere 
too large a Theme to confront them in the ſeveral 
inſtances, let it ſuffice to obſerve one which has a 
common influence on all ; and that is the imma- 
culate c/eanpeſs of heart, which Chriſts, and only 
Chriſtslaw requires. This is the only proper baſes 
on which to ſuperſtru&, firſt zzxocency, and then 

vertue, 
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vertue,and without this the moſt rigid exactors of 
outward purity,do but tranſeribe the folly of hum, 
who Pumps very laboriouſly in a Ship, yet neg- 
le&s'toſtop the Leak: or the worſe tyranny of 
Pharaoh,in requiring Brick without Straw: ſo far is 
it from a ſeverity in our law-giver, thus to limit 
and reſtrain our thoughts, that it is anact of the 
greateſt indulgence : by no means the laying on a 
new burden, but the furniſhing us with an Engine 
to bear witheaſe that weight which otherwiſe the 
Nouteſt 4:/as muſt ſink under. And were but this 
one precept ſincerely conformed to, it would not 
only facilitate but aſcertain the obedience to all 
the reſt. If the fir# ſparks of i]l were quenchtwith- 
:1n,what poſſibility is there they ſhould ever break 


-out into a flame? How ſhall he &-// that dares not 


be angry ? Be Adulterous in'at, that did not firft 
'tranſgreſs in his defire? How ſhall he beperjured 


'that fears an oath? or defraud that permits-not 


himſelfto covet ? In the like manner all poſitive 
afts of yertue are but the natural effe&s of the in- 
'terior habit. '' Where the love of God is ſeated in 
the Heart, *twill operate in all the faculties, 
keep them in a buſie endeayour of doing accep- 
table ſervice: when fear is planted there, it will 
break forth into outward reverence and duty'; 
and ſo proportionable *twill be in every other 1n- 
ſtance. *Tis therefore an advice well becoming 
the wiſdom of Solomon, Prov. 4. To keep the heart 
with all diligence: but thenit 1s withal the work 
of him who is greater than So/omoz to teach us 
how to do this: for wnleſs he keep that City =_ 

waſlct- 
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watchman waketh but invain. If he inftruc not to - 
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Chap,z. 


ſecure thoſe iſſues of life, they will betray and ruin, 


appear indeed the ſavor of death unto dearh. Now 


of this divine art of Ta#icks and defence, Chriſt i- 
anity is the only School, and therefore moſt fitly 
qualified for the producing all thofe ſupernatural 
excellencies, to which the timely prepoſſeſſion of 
the heart is the rudiment and principle. | 
AND as thepreceprive part enjoyns the mo 

exact and elevated vertue, ſo isit moſt advantage- 
ouſly enforc'd by the Promiſſory which both inre- 


ſpe& of the kind and value of the rewards, and | 


alſo the manner of propoſing them, is moſt exqui- 
ſitely adapted to the ſame end. 
FOR firſt, if we conſider the nature of the 


things promiſed, we ſhall find they are not groſs | 


and carxal, ſuch as may court and gratifie the be- 
ſtial part of us ; but ſuch as are proportioned to 


the ſupreme and leading principle, as feaſt a Soul, 
and ſuit with the capacities of an #»teligence, All | 


the beatitudes the Goſpel tenders to its votaries, 
either relate tothe parity or peace of the mind in 
this life; orelſe to its completer fekcity hereafter. 
And though 'tis true, the body is not wholly un- 
conſidered, thoughthe addition of all temporal 


neceſſaries be promiſed, yet evea thoſe are for the 
Souls ſake, either to ſecure it from the ſin of foli- | 


citude and diſtruſt, or to preſerve it a uſeful in- 
ſtrument for the others ſervice. And as for the fu- 
ture glory in which the body is to partake, 'isto 
be obſerved;that fleſh and bloud cannot inherit it ; 


that load of earth which now engages to corrup- 
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tion muſt be put off, mult be calcin'd and ſpiritu- 

aliz!d ; and thus made glorious, be clothed upon 

with Glory. Sothat in all the Goſpel dilpentati- 

on, there is no proviſion for the fleſh, its luſts and 

ſenſualities. And then ſure there cannot be a more 

unanſ{werable argument againſt our providing for 

it, than to ſee it left ont of Gods care. Indeed had 

we propoſals ofa Mihumetaz Paradiſe, were we 

to expect our bliſs only in the fatiating our appe- 

tites,1t might be reaſonable here to whet them be- 
fore-hand, to ſtretch them to the utmoſt wide- 
neſs, or in the Prophets phraſe, zo exlarge our de- 
fires as Hell, and by frequent antepafts excite our 
guſt for that profule perpetual meal. Or were we 
only to have our portion in this life, to enjoy an 
' uninterrupted affluence of outward . comforts, 
*twere but good husbandry to improve them to 
the height,and the Wiſe mans advice would then 
ceaſe to be Irony, Ecelef. 11. g. Regoyce O young 
man, and let thy heart chear thee inthe days of thy 
youth,and walk inthe ways of thy heart, and the ſizht 
of thine Eyes. Had weonly the proſpect of a Ca- 
aan, {uch an erernal inheritance as a conquering 
Sword could give, as the ſalvation of a Fofh«a, 
and the affluence of milk and hony could produce : 
'twould be'no wonder, if we never voluntarily en- 

dured the thirft and famine of the wildernets; but 
be always, as they; deſtring meat for our luſt, pro- 
jecting the gratitying thole defires ur whole re- 
pletion we placed our happineſs. But when our 
Religion makes us no ſuch tender, when all its 
hopes areof another make, invite to thoſe Diviner 
B joys 
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joys of which ſenſuality has no capacity or taſte. 
What pretence can we have to cheriſh that heye, 
which we muſt wholly'be diveſted of herexfter ? 
thoſe immaterial ſelicities we expet, do natu- 
rally ſuggeſt to us, the neceſliry of preparing our 
appetites, and hungers for them, without which 
Heaven can beno Heaven to us: for ſince the 
pleaſure of any thing reſults from the agreement 
between it and the defire, what ſatisfaction can 
Spiritual enjoyments give unto a Carnal mind ? 
Alas, what delight would it be tothe Swineto 
be wraptin fine Linnen, and laid in Odours : his 
tenſes are not gratified by any fuch delicacies, nor 
would he feel any thing beſides the rorment of 
being with-held from the mire. And as little 
complacency would a brutith Soul find in thoſe 
purer and refin'd pleaſures, which can only up- 
. braid, not ſatisfie him. Sothat could we by an 
1mpoſlible ſuppolition:phancy ſach a one aſſumed 
to thoſe fruitions, his pleaſure ſure would be as 
httle as his preparation for it was. Thoſe eyes 
which have continually beheld vanity, would be 
dazled, not delighted with the Beatifick wiſton 3 
neither could that Toxgue, which has accuſtom- 
ed it ſelf only to Oaths and Blaſphemies, find 
Harmony or Muſick in a Hallelsjah. *Tis the pe- 
culiar priviledge'of the pure in heart, that they 
fhall ſee God; and if any others could ſo invade 
this their encloſure, as to take Heaven by vio- 
tence, it ſurely would be a very joyleſs poſſeſfion 
to theſe men, and only place thervih a condition 
to which they have the greateſt averſation and 
| Antipathy. 
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Antipathy. So that holineſs here, is not only 
neceſſary to the acquiring, but the enjoyment of 
Bliſs hereafter : And therefore unleſs men will 
contrive to annihilate their joys, and affect the 
monſtrous riddle of being tormented in Heaven; 
they cannot but from this Spirituality of the pro- 
miles, infer a neceſſity of purifying themſelves, 
and being capable at leaſt of innocent Celeſtial 
joys ; andince that only can be done by vertuous 
practice here on Earth, the Obligation thereto 
muſt needs be very preſſing and indiſpenſable. 
And as the nature of the promites directs to this, 
ſo does the great tranſcendent waize encourage 
and animate. Hope 1s the grand exciter of in- 
duſtry, and as the object of Hope is more or 
leſs deſirable, {o1s the endeavour more zztenſe or 
remiſs; and upon this ground we muſt conclude 
the Chriſtian has all reaſon to be rhe molt 1ndefa- 
tigable, ſeeing his expeQations are the nobleſt 
and moſt encouraging. That they are ſo, we 
cannot but acknowledge, if we admit of the de- 
{cription which the fp:rir gives: that ſpirit 
which as he {eals us to it, fo 1s himſelf the earn- 
eſt of that Inheritance. Hein the Sacred Scrip- 
zures has drawn upa Map of the Countrey which 
we are toentet: And ture we may ſay of it as Ca- 
leb and Foſhua did of Canaan, Numb. 14.7. the 
land is an exceeding good land, For firſt, if we 
con{ider the Negative advantages it has, wefhall 
find there is anabſenceof all the Tlls, deſtructive 
or affrightful unto humane Nature. There ſpall 
be nv more death, not ſorrow, nor cryinc; nor pain, 
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Revel.21.,4. Herealas, we are infeſted by all 
theſe. Sorrow and Pain, prey and inſult on all 
the comforts of our lives; leave us not a Gourd, 
which is not like that of Jonah, ſmitten with 
theſe Worms : and then comes death, the grand 
devourer, and ſpares not /ife it lelt. 4 thoſe 
little reſpzres which we have from thele, are ſo 
embittered by unpleaſant expectations and Preſa- 
ges, that we areſad before we are afflicted: 1n pain 
without a diſeaſe, and in death in the midſt of /ife : 
and then a State exempted, not only from the 
Calamities but the Fears of theſe, may well de- 
{erve to be lookt upon with appetite. 

BUT Heaven is deſigned for our reward, as 
well as reſcue, and therefore is adumbrated by 
all thoſe poſitive excellencies which can endear or 
recommend. It is a Crown, and that not of 
thorns, ſuch as our Svinzrs was, and {uch as the 
more aftected Diadems of the world oft prove un- 
to the wearer, but one of Glory : nor is that Crown 
nor that G/ory like our ſublunary ſplendors, which 
ſ{uddenly vaniſh, and leave the poſleſſors to the 
greater obſcurity and contempt ; but 'tis perma- 
rent, ſuch as fades not away, 1 Pet. 5.4. or in 
S. Pauls phraſe, an eternal weight of Glory. But 
to give you its more comprehenſive Character, 
'tis abeing with the Lord, 1 Theſſ. 4. 17. Nay, 'tis 
a pollefling even God himſelf. He ſhall be their 
God, Rev. 22. 3. and what can he want who poſ- 
ſefles him who is all things ? How can he fail of 
the moſt ravithing delight, that ſtands before 
him #2 whoſe preſence is the fulneſs of Foy, and at 
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whoſe right hand are pleaſures, and thole not ſhort 
or tranſient, but for CUCYMROYE & g indeteilible js 
our eſtate in thote-Foys, that 1f we do not like 
mad prodigals (ell it in reverſion, we ſhall when 
we are once inveſted, be beyond the poſtibility of 
ill husbandry, not have it in our power to undo 
our ſelves. Mow ſurely theſe are great and pre- 
cious promiſes, ſuch as may well ſuſtain the 
weight of that inference the 4po//e builds upon 
them ; and engage us to c/eazſe our lelves from 
all f/thineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit, and to perfect 
holineſs in the fear of God, 2 Gor, 7. 1. for they ad- 
dreſs to that Prizciple which 1s confeſtly Predo- 
minanrt in our Aat4re ; fo that if the love of Chriſt 
cannot, yet the love of our ſe/ves may conſtrain 
us. How muſt it then affront and baffle the en- 
ticements of ſin, when we compare its empty va- 
nuhing pleaſures with thoſe {olid and durable joys? 
W hat a foreſtalligg will it be of Satans markets, 
that God bids fo much fairer for us; offers us 
that to which his 7ad7@ TerT# co I wow, all this 
will I give ( could he make ſuch a whole-ſale Y 
can bear no proportion : and how thea ſhall we 
ever barter it away tor thoſe little petty commo- 
dities he retails to us ; or make any other reply 
to his profers, than a get thee behind me Satan ? 
For alas! can we remember that we are cazd;- 
dates for a Kingdom, and yet retain the abje&t 
ſpirits of faves? Do we expett ta reign hereaf- 
ter, and yet depoſe our felves before-hand here ? 
{uffer every the vileſt luſt to rule over us? Is ſa 
glorious a prize annext to the victory, and wall 
| | B 3 vo 
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| It not animate the fainteſt heart, and feebleſt 
hands tothe combate ? What Lions can we fear 
1n the way which this hope is not Sampſox enough 
to encounter ? How /ieht are our heavieſt, how 
momentary our moſt lafting Aflitions, if balan- 
ced with that eternal weight of Glory? Are we 
ſpoil'd of our goods ? hereis a reſerve of treaſure 
which no Thzef, neither the ſlye, nor the avowed, 
the pilferer, nor the ſequeſtrator can invade. 
| Are we reduced to our Saviours deſtitution, not 
to have where to lay our head ? yet we have a building 
of God, an houſe not made with hands eternal in the 
Heavens, Are we reproacht for the name of 
Chriſt ? that Jexominy ferves but to advance our 
future 5/ory, every {uch Libe! here, becomes Pa- 
negyrick there. Nay, are we perſecuted to death ? 
that ſends us but to take poſſeſſion of the Crown 
of Life. Upon ſuch ſure grounds does our Chri- 
ſtianity ſet us. While we make good its conditi- 
on, it pulls out the ſting of all that 1s moſt deadly : 
And in a more comprehenlive ſence, poſlcſſes us 
of rhe priviledge promited the Diſciples, that z0- . 
thing ſhould by any means hurt them, May, 16. The 
moſt adverſe chances being but like the ploughing 
and breaking the ground, 1n oxder to a more plen- 
tiful harveſt.” And yet we are not ſo wholly 
turned off to that reverſion, as to have no fup- 
plies for the preſent ; for beſides the comfort of 
fo great and certain an expectation in another 
life, we have promiles allo for *hz. Even of all 
thoſe internal and ſpiritual fatisfactions which 
2trend the practice of piety. The feaſt of a good 

Conſcience 
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Conſcience is the true Chr:/tiaxs daily diet, and 
ſure whatever the rich men of the world think, 
he only can be faid to fare deliciouſly : nay, he 
has yet more ſupernatrral food, eManna rain'd 
down immediately from Heaven : the Holy Spirit 
ſent on purpaſe to refreſh and ſupport him : thoſe 
Joys which differ rather in degree than kind,from 
thoſe which are to be his final portion. And 
that the Sou! may not be tao much 1ncommoded 
in her houſe of x ing there 1s proviſion made for 
that alſo, ſuch neceſſaries ſecured to the body, 
as may keep it in Tezantable repair: we have 
Chriſts expreſs promiſe for it, that #9 thoſe that 
ſeek the Kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, all 
theſe things ſhall be added: if nat that ſuperfluity 
which may oppreſs and load, ( render the body ra- 
ther the Tomb than Manſion of the ſou/) yet ſuch 
as may ſuſtainand ſupport us: and ſure *tis eaſic 
to decide which is the happier lot. In ſhort, we 
are ſureenough to defray the charge of that voy- 
age, which lands us-at Eternal bliſs: And cer- 
tainly he muſt be of a very ſluggiſh or querulous 
humour, that ſhall demur upon letting out, or de- 
mand higher encouragements. | 

AND as the zature and value of the Promiſes 
render them moſt proper engagements and incen- 
tives to all vertue; ſo if we conſider the manner 
of propoſing, we ſhall find them in that reſpect 
alſo highly contributive to the ſame end. For 
firſt, they are clear and expreſs, not wrapt up in 
dark enigmatical infinuations, wherein men muſt 
exerciſe their ſagacity aſwell as their fa:th : but 
ard ET” renal 
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revealed with that plainneſs, that *tis impoſſible 
for any who knows but the letter of the Gype/ to 
be ignorant of the Eternal reward it propoſes. 
And herein the difference belongs to Chriſtianity 
above all other Religions, ſome whereof have lett 
men ſo much 1n the dark, that many Se#s among 
them have denied the immortality of the SouZand 
jure they were but faint encouragements they 
could propoſe unto that vertne which was to pe- 
riſh with them. What ſhould animate them to 
the rugged ſevere taſtes of reſtraining appetites, 
ſubduing paſſions, eradicating habits who diſ- 
cerned norewards for blamelels ſouls ? *Tis true 
indeed, vertue is 1n her {elf pertetly amiable, 
though ſhe brought no dowry, but experience 
ſhews us ſhe has not many Plazoxick lovers: and 
when ſo few are ambitious to wed Her, when ſhe 
brings an Eternal inheritance with her, we may 
caſily guels how little ſhe will be ſought without 
it. Whenmen once conclude that their Spirits 
ſhall vaniſh into the ſoft Air; the inference is ve- 
ry obvious, Ceme oz, let us uſe the creatarcs as in 
youth ; as we find it elegantly purſued, Wiſd, 2. 
Bur of thoſe who acknowledged a future being, 
their perceptions were very miſty and obſcure. 
The Heatheas had ſuch confus'd notions of their 
Elz/ium, that the Fpither of ſhades belong'd more 
properly ro the darkneſs than the refreſhment,and 
was 2 reward fit for the votaries of thoſe ambigu- 
ous Qracles they conſuited. -- And proportionably 
to the obſcurity of their hopes were the Exerciſes 
of their Vertue: their piety was even overwhelmed 
and 
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and confounded by the multitude of their Dei#zes; 
nay, which is yet ſtranger, their Gods themſelves 
{eem to have been loſt in their own croud: elle 


| ſure the-4rbenians would never have inſcrib'd an 


Altar to the #uk»own God: and indeed their offi- 
ces were generally ſuch, as if they had been deyo- 
ted to no other, they having as little diſcerning of 
their Worſhipas oftheir God, *Twas wrapt up in 
clouds and darkneſs ; had myſterious receſlesto 
which the common worſhipper had no admit- 
tance ; ſuchas were to require a veneration only 
by not being underſtood : and though this muſt 
needs deprive their ſervices of that ſpirit and 
quickneſs, which conſtitutes the wertve of devo- 
tion, yet alas, their Relig/oz had more than that 
negative contrariety to verrue, Many of their 
wor(hips being nothing but a folemnity of the 
fouleſt vices ; and their Divinity raught them to 
violate Morality, A deceit Sata could not pro- 
bably fo long have triumphr in, had they had the 
Goſpel notion of Heaven, for ſure they could not 
have ſuppos'd their Gods of fuch mutable inclina- 
tions, asto affect parity in their Cohabitants, and 
pollution 10 their Votaries: or ſuch incongruous 
diſpenſers of rewards, as to apportion an 1mpec- 
cable ſtate hereafter to the moſt flagitious crimi- 
nals on Earth. 

AS to the Fews'tis true, they derived their 
light from a clearer Fountain, were under the 
Oeconomy of immediate Revelation, and therefore 
might be ſuppos'd to have had a freer proſpect in- 
to that Heaven, from whence their Law deſcend- 
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ed, yet even they were in this, as in many other 
particulars, under Moſes his veil, had rather dark 
adumbrations, and thoſe too overwhelmed with 
the multitude of expres temporal promiſes. 
The earthly Caxaap lay ſo fair and open to their 
proſpect, as eaſily intercepted their view of the 
Heavenly ; and their faith muſt remove, at leaft 
overlook, rhat mountain before it could come to 
any ſight of the HoriFox and extended Sky. Nay, 
when 'tis remembred that the Sadducees a great 
and learned part of their Doctors denied all fu- 
ture being, we muſt think the intimations of ir 
were very obſcure; it being ſcare imaginable, 
that any conſidering men ſhould think the Souls 
expir'd with the Boay upon any other ground, but 
that they knew not whar after-ſtate to align it. 
So that though they wanted nor fezgwres and ſha- 
davs, or as the Apoſtle calls them, patterns of 
Heavenly things, Heb. 9.23. yet they ſeem'd not 
to have been well underſtood, and the generality 
of men were not only in their Perſons, but their 
Underitandings denied entrance into the holy of 
holes ; penetrated not that myſtical repreſentatt- 
on, which was within the Veil : And anſwerable 
to this dimneſs of their perceptions, was the 
whole ſpfteme and body of their Retigioz, which 
rather entertain'd it felf in thoſe external bodily 
performances, which affected the ſerſe, than in 
thoſe [2ivize and Spiritaal raptures, which puri- 
fied and elevated the Soul. *Tis the Apoſtles affir- 
mation, Feb. g.' that the ſacrifices there offered 
could not make him that did the fervice perfect, as 
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pertaining to the conſcience, and he gives the rea- 
{on in ſubjoyning, that they ſtood only 1n eats 
and drinks, and carnal ordinances. Alas what 
propriety had all their legal purifications towards 
thecleanſing of the mind ? That might be in the 
Mire while the body was in the Laver : and while 
the ſurface of the man was ſprinkled with bloud, 
the heart might be more beſtial than thoſe crea- 
tures who lent the ab/xtion. And indeed if we 
conſider their morality, we ſhall find that outſide 


>. formal ceremony had proceeded to infe& and 


paiſon that alſo. The outward reſtraint, the 
bare forbearance of an a&ual commiſſion, being 
by them thought a full compliance with all the 
Negative precepts : So that we ſee Chriſt is fain 
toallert the Internal part of the Obligation, and 
extend the duty to the thoughts and inclinations. 
Beſides, thoſe a&s of vertue they perform'd were 
commonly ſuch as had an Aſpect, rather on their 
' temporal well-being, than diltant and unſeen re- 
wards; their Juſtice,and Charity confin'd to their 
own Nati», directed to the flouriſhing of their 
own Common-wealth : whereas Alicns were devo- 

ted to their rapine and deſpight ; fo that if they 
were vertues, they were rather Political than Mo- 
ral, and indeed while they placed ſo much of 
their hopes on Earth, lookt on ſecalar plenty and 
tranquillity as their reward, 'twas but none 
they ſhould =_ their endeavours by that mea- 
{ure, and con(ider things not ſimply in their native 
properties of good or ill, but according to their 
tendency towards that they eſteem'd their __ 
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- BUT God has provided, as the Apoſtle ſays, 
Heb. 11, 40% better things for us, has not only 


made a better Covenant with us,but has e/#abiſht | 
it upon better promiſes, Chap. 8. 6. given us clearer 


revelations, not only of our 4#ty, but our recom- 
pence ; the veil in Chrift is done away, and we all 
with open face, Behold as in a glaſs the glory of the 
Lora, 2 Gor. 3. 18. The Goſpel puts the eviden- 
ces of our inheritance into our own hands, ſeal'd 
by his explicite and dire& promiſe, who cannot 
lye: 'and that not only engag'd by way of munt 
ficence, but bargain and contra, as the purchaſe 
of that price, which our Redeemer fully paid in 
our behalf. And ſure this is in the Apoſtles phrale 
ſtrong conſolation ; and if fo, it mult be forcible 
caticement likewiſc, he cannot but run alacrt- 


ouſly, who has the prize in his Eye, nor can 


S. Fault uſe a more preſſing argument to his Cortz- 
thians, Tobe Shedfaſt, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing tn the work of the Lord, than this aſlurance, 
That their labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, 
I Cor. 15.58. 

AND as this clear propoſal of the promiſes 
15 moſt proper to encourage and infpirit our en- 
deavours, 1o 1s the conditionality moſt eſficaci- 
ous to neceſſitate and engage them. Had Hea- 
vez been only promis'd as a largets, and with a 
blind promiſcuous bounty diſpens'd without dil- 
grimination, how much it might have rais'd our 
gratitugz, I know not, but ſure it would not 
have cxcited our 22dz/{ry, which in all inſtances 
we find is whetted by intereſt: and where that 1s 
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otherwiſe ſecur'd, men generally - eſtimate it a 
part of the benefit that their labour is ſuperſeded ; 
and pleaſe themlelves no leſs in a lazy-bequeſt, 
than a full enjoyment. Sothat indeed it 15 this 
circumſtance of the promiſes that mult give lite 
toallthe reſt, and make them operative toward 
the producing of good /ife ; for admit the joys we 
expect never ſo Divine and Spiritual for their 
kind ; never ſo great and tranſcendent for degree, 
and rhele alſo repreſented to us inthe moſt clear 
and convincing manner : yet if they be tendered 
not as objects of our choice, but the certainty of 
our fate, fe/icities which we are only concerned to 
enjoy, but not to acquire, they may make us glad, 
but ſurely not diligent; it being but a cold in- 
ducement to any undertaking to be aflur'd 'tis 
perfectly needleſs : We have» therefore all reaſon 
to confels it our greateſt advantage towards wver- 
tne, that God has ſo linkt our hopes and our duty 
together. And indeed when we conſider the great 
di1proportion between the one and the other; 
the intinity ofthe reward, with the deſpicableneſs 
of the ſervice: we mult reſolve that he had no 
other deſign in making his promiſes conditional, 
than to engage us by our intereſt to that holineſs, 
to which he taw our inclinations did not bind us: 
that it was an artifice of his /ove to enfnare us in- 
to two felicities by propoling of one, enforce us 
to take one good in the way to another, vere 
in paſſage to glory. 

AND indeed who would not think this me- 
thod fo invincibly efficacious, as might ſuperſede 
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the neceſfity of any other, but God who under- | 
ſtands our thoughts, long before, P/a/. 13g. 1. 


foreſaw, that notwithſtanding this propoſal of a 
Canaazn, there would be Renbexites and Gaadites, 
who would ſet up their reft on this fide of Fordar ; 
fo intent on the commodity of their Cattle, as to 
be content themſelves to be part ofthe Herd, and 
become like the beaſts that periſh : That there would 
| be men of 6 1gnoble, diſingenuous tempers, as 
'none of theſe cords of a man would be able to 
draw ; and therefore there is another part of the 
Goſpel-Qeconomy fitted to their capacities ; the 
threats and interminations, thoſe terrors of the 
Lord, which as Goads may drive thoſe brutih 
Creatures who will not be attracted : that thoſe 
who think themſelves perfectly unconcern'd in 
Davids queſtion, who fhall aſcend unto the hill of 
the Lord, Pſal. 24. 3. may yet ſtartle at Eſays, 
who among #5 can awell with everlaſting burnings? 
Of ſo formidable a kind are thoſe menaces, as 1s 
ſufficient toawake the moſt drowſie ſtupid Soul, 
.and are moſt apt to operate upon that part of 
their temper, which evacuated the gentler me- 
thod : that very ſenſuality which made them de- 
ſpiſe Heaven, may help to enhanſe the dread of 
Hell ; the lack ofa drop of water will be moſt in- 
{upportable to him who fared deliciouſly exery 
day ; thoſe flames will be yet more ſcorching to 
thoſe bodies, who by ftudious effeminacies and 
ſoftneſs have ſuperadded an artificial tenderneis 
to the natural ; nor will the grawing of the worm 


appear more intolerable to any, than thoſe who » 


here 
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here make it their buſineſs to tye up its Faws, 
gag orftupitie that Conſcience which would now 
admoniſh, but will there torment. And when 
tothis1s added the perpetuity of theſe pains, that 
the worm ſhatl never die, the fire never be quencht, 
certainly this puts ſuch an edge upon the terror, 
as may well make it in the /4pyſt/es phraſe, quick 
and powerfal, fearching even to the dividing aſwa- 
aer of the Soul and Spirit, the joynts and warrow, 
when we are aflur'd that the Axe #5: thus laid unto 
the root of the tree, and that every tree that brings 
not forth good fruit muſt be hewn down and caft into 
the fire, we ſhall ſure be warn'd to bring forth meet 

fruits of repentance, and fly fromthe wrath to come. 
BUT becauſe neither invitations nor threats 
can avail with thoſe who are any way invincibly 
impeded to apply them to thetr benefit : ſince 
the moſt g/oriozs prize, the moſt formidable dan- 
ger, 15 inſignificant tohim, who wants power to 
run unto the one, or from the other ; it has plea- 
{ed God to (infpirit and acuate all his Evangels- 
cal methods, by a concurrence of ſupernatural 
ſtrength, makes it not only cligible bur poſſible, 
I may ſay eaſie and pleaſant for us todo whatever 
he commands us : and notwithſtanding our natu- 
ral debility, makes us through Chriff which 
ſtrengthens us, «ble to do-all things : by his Spirit 
he prevents, aſliſts, reſtrains, excites,'comtorts, 
convinces ; _ grace, and adds tothatthe hap- 
pterlargeſs of a will toufe it, and knowledge to 
diſcern the want of more: infuſing to the Soulath 
ardent thirſt of greater powers, and readier means 
| of 
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of ſervice, which the performance - aftuates to 
greater ſtrengths, and yet inflames to new de- 
lires, and more importunate purſuits, whulſt 
God at once beſtows and crowns his own dona- 
tions ; ſtill giving unto him that has, till that at 
laſt he give himſelf ; and grace is ſwallowed up in 
glory. And to aſſure us of this aid,. he has been 
pleaſed to oblige himſelf; deſcends to the ſolem- 
nity of a Pat and Covenant ; has indented with 
us, and confrituted it a principal part of the new 
andeveriaiting Covenant made with mankind inthe 
bloud of the Son of God, to ſend the comforter, his 
Holy Spirit, to be with ws till the end of the world, 
and do all this. So that the Goſpel is at once the 
aſſigner of our tasks, and the eMagazize of our 
ſtrength; ſo much Spirit goes along with that 
Letter; ſo much internal grace is annexed to its 
outward adminiſtration, as will toall, whodo 
not reſiſt it, infallibly render it the-power of God 
zo ſalvation. For 'tis not the ſole priviledge of 
S. Paul, but the common portion of all Chriſt:ans, 
That Gods grace ſhall be ſuffictent for them, which 
is ſure a more Goſpel-like promiſe,. than that it 
ſhould be too ſtrong for them : 1{o violent and ir- 
re{iſtible as to commit a rape upon their Spirits; 
ſuch a mighty wind as drives them headlong upon 
duty. Indeed this competency is of all other pro- 
portions the moſt 7centive to induſtry ; we ſee 
1n Temporals, too little makes men deſperate, and 
too much careleſs; and certainly 'twould be the 
ſame inSpiritzals : but now when we have ſtock 
enough to ſet up with, and that too of ſo Pro 
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vable a nature, that is capable :of infinite ad- 
vancement, - arid yet on the other ſide no leſs ca- 
pable of total decay alpp, it being given with 
this expreſs condition, that upon-neglect itſhall 
be withdrawn : So that our own ſloth may make 
us poor, but nothing elſe can keep us from being 
abundantly rich: What can be imagin'd more 
animating to diligence and endeavout ? And this 
being the condition wherein our Chriſtianity has 
placed us, added to the former conſiderations, 
will beyond exception or ſubterfuge, evinee its 
perfect aptitude and fitneſs for the End to which it 
was aim'd, the Planting and nouriſhing all true Very- 
tue among men; the introducing the tree of life in- 
tothe world again, and ſo forming us a Paradiſe 
_ amidft the briers and thorns of our Exil'd 
ate. 


x 
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CHAP. II. 
The Charattes of Chriſtian-mens Pradtite F ſhewing 
their multiplied failance both from the rule of that 
holy proftſſon, and its genuine effett, 


- ND now who can ſuſpect that 4 casſe ſo 

. rightly diſpos'd, ſhould miſs of its effet? ?. 

E ;. That this ſo auſpicious Planet fhould be 
counter-influencd by any »2alevolent Star? Or 
that what has ſo many tenures.in us, ſhould be 
finally diſſeis'd? For, admit _y have not the Piety 
G. to 
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| to be prevail'd upon by the reverence of the Au- 
thor ; yet the excellency of its compeſition does fo 
much recommend it to oug, reaſon, that we muſt 
put off the beſt part of our Nature to evacuate 
the force of our Religion : Nay, ſuppoſing us: to 
have done that too, to have firuck our ſelves 
out of the liſt of Rationals, yet if we keep 
. but the rank of Animals, if we have not extin- 
guiſht paſſion and ſenſ,it deſcends even to them ; 
addreſles to our hopes and fears with moſt impor- 
tunate ſolicitations, and convincing motives : 
So that unleſs we haye the abſurd 11 luck to have 
much of the Szoick, and nothing of the Philoſo- 
pher, *twill be impoſſible to reſiſt its impreſſions : 
And ſure he that contemplates thi, will be apt 
with ſome confidence to conclude Chriftezdom to 
bethe Gyhezof the world, not only in reſpe& of 
its /ight, but of its 7mmunity from all thoſe Locuſts 
and Caterpillers, thoſe ſwarms of mean and ſordid. 
Vices which both cover and devour the reſt of the 
Earth. 

BUT this muſt be the inference of a mere 
contemplative, a Recluſe that converles only with 
his own meditations : For let him be fo much ſe- 
cular, as once to look abroad, the moſt tranſient 
glance will ſerve to unravel all his hopeful pecu- 
lation, and ſhew him that Chriſtendom may be as 
much Heathen as America : Whereas 'tis uſually 
faid,that ill Mawers produce good Laws,we have 
reverſt the 4phoriſm, and our good Law has intro: 
duc'd the moſt corrupt manners. Our holy faith 
which like a foundation ſhould ſupport good 


works, 
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works, has like a gulf ſwallowed them up. And 
ſo univerſal adepravation is there among us, that 
we have ſcarce any thing left to diſtinguiſh us 
from the moſt barbarous people, but a better 
name and worle vices. 

AND here, what termsof wonder or of grief 
can be {igmticant enough to expreſs or to bewail 
ſo ftrange and ſo perverſe degeneration, that the 
light of the world ſhould thus darken it ; the ſa!t 
of the earth be the means of putrifying and cor- 
rupting it: That thoſe who were by God drawn 
out from the Hearhex world ſhould fo outyy the 
Gentiles crimes, as if they had forſaken them, 


-only becauſe they were too znnocent. © This indeed 


is one of Sataxs ſubtilleſt ftratagems, to fill 
Chrift's Camp thus with his Souldzers, by whoſe 
inteſtine treacheries, he has been more trinm- 


. phazt than by all his open aſſaults and avowed 


hoſtilities. What a late States-man ſaid ( Pro- 
phetically, if we may judge by the event ) of Exg- 


{and, that it was a vivacious animal that conld ne- 


* wer die except it kilPd it ſelf, isno leſs true of the 


Charch, which has always beet invulnerable 


' againft all darts, but what have been taken out 


of its own q#iver, Of this the Primitive times 
were preguant teſtimonies, where all the moft 


_ witty. cruelties, the moſt - bloudy perſecutions, 


never made any breach in her : But fheftood fir- 
mer for all thoſe. batteries; and like an Arch'd 
Building, became more ſtrong and compact, by 
that weight which was deſign'd tocruſh her : But 
the Fize of Profeſſors undermines her very founda- 
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tion, and doesas much exceed the —_— 
of the moſt hoſtile aſſaults, as inteſtine treache- 
7y is more ruinous and fatal,. than foreign v70- 
lence. | | 
. AS long as the lives of Chriſtians were. the 
= trazxſcripts of their docrine they rendred it vene- 
rable to all, and gave a preſumption there was 
ſomething. more than humane in it, that could 
work ſuch ſignal efef#s, that could fo transform 
" aenasto make the adultererchaſte, the drankard 
temperate, the coverors liberal, the contentions 
l peaceable. This, this was the way to adorn the 
| dotrine of God our Saviour in all things, as the 
W |. Apoſtle ſpeaks, Tz#.2.10. And then the 7u/e of cox- 
| || traries dire&s us to conclude very dittant effects 
WW | from our now ſo diſtant pradices, that our very 
i | religion ſhould partake of the infamy of our lives, 
'Y and be thought rather a 7yſtery of iniquity than 
'f goalineſs. 
fl [ ' THUS is Chrift wounded in the houſe of his 
| friends, and has more reproach caſt on him by 
thoſe that profeſs his name, than by the loudett 
I blaiphemies of thoſe that oppoſe it. For when 
C | thoſe who have not opportunity to examine our 
| i faith, ſee the enormouſneſs of our works, what 
ſhould hinder them from meaſuring the Maſter 
by the diſciples ? Ir being ſcarce imaginable that 
if any one Se of men ſhould fo univerſally run 
Wi counter to all the rules of their profeſſion : For 
Tet any ſober Heathen look upon Chriſtendom, as 
It 1s at his day weltring in the bloud, not of Mar- 
Zyrdom but Wer, and will it be poſſible for him 
to 
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to think it owns a Goſpel of Peace; or that thoſe 
who ſo perpetually do thoſe outrages they are 
unwilling to ſuffer, profeſs : abedience to the 
Royal Law of Love thy neighbour as thy ſes 
Fam, 2.8. Canhe ſee the violence and oppreſii- 
ons, the frauds and underminings, the bulig 
ſcramblings for little parcels of karth ; and yet 
believe we count our ſelves #rarxgers and pil- 
grims in it, and have laid up our treaſure in Hea- 
ven ? Can he obſerve the ſtrange and almoſt uni- 
verſal diſtortion of ſpeech, whereby it has loſt its 
native property of being zzterpreter of the mind, 
and under zrtelligible wards 1o far exhibits the 
Babel confuſion, that no man underſtands ano- 
thers meaning? Andcan he 7-ag/ze we have any 
ſuch Precepts, as Lye not one to another, or any 
ſuch peralty upon the infringer, as excluſion from 
the xew Jeruſalem ? Shall we hear our God men- 
tion'd more frequently and earneſtly in our 7- 
precations than our prayers, and every part of our 
crucified Saviour, recrucified in our horrid oaths ; 
And ſhall he not zhiz# that his ſecond executi- 
oners bear him as little reverence as his firſt ; 
Or that he has given no ſuch command as Swear not 
at all? When he diſcerns ſe{f-preſervation bow'd 
toas the Supreme Law ; Can he ever dream of ano- 
ther ſo inconſiftent cb{;gation as that of raking-up 
the croſs ? Or that ſuffering for righteouſneſs ſake 
is one of our greateſt felc:ties, when he fees us 
run fo affrighted from it, that. na.crime, perjury, 
rebellion, murder, is black egough in our way to, 
ſtopour flight ? In fre, when he conſiders how 
3. C 3 mel 
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much of our buſineſs it 1s, firſt ro excite, and 


then tocloy the fleſh, to ſpur it on to riots even 


beyond its own propenſions, that the whole year 
is but one mad carnival, and we are voluptuous not 
ſo much upon aefire or appetite, as by way of ex- 


- ploit and bravery : When ſay he conſiders this, 


can he poſſibly gueſs our z/titution direts us to 
beat down the body, to mortifie the fleſh with the 
affetions and luſts, interdicts us all rioting and 
drunkenneſs, chambering and wantonneſs, and all 
proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the Iuſts thereof ? 'Cer- 
tainly all rules of diſcourle wall dire& him to the 
quite, contrary concluſion. And when he fees 
a Set of men that have enhans'd the common hu- 
mane pravity, he will be apt to infer their Prin- 
ciples have taught them the improvement : And 
upon that ſuppolal he wanted not temptation to 
his Option that ſaid, Let my ſoul be with the Phi- 
loſophers. | 

AND while we thus miſrepreſent our holy 
profetſton to others, it will beno wonder if we f1- 
nally do it to our ſe/ves, that we forget its native 
fhape, and look on her only in the agly dreſs our 
ſelves have put on, and that effe& feems already 
too vilible among us: Our lives have fo long con- 
futed it that we triumph over it as a baffled 
thing; and like A»2»0z loath it becauſe we have 
ravitht and deftiFdit. Many of us take notice of 
the better Morals of Tarks and Infidels not in re- 
proach of our ſelves but our Religion, and be- 
cauſe we have ſo many Lepers, think 4banahand 


 Pharphar, better than all the waters of Iſrael, 


this 


7 


Chap.2. | Chriſtian Practice, &c. 27 


this is openly in the ouths of many, but is fo 
prodigiouſly irrational as well as unjuſt, that one 
can ſcarce think it poſſible to be in their hearts, 
unleſs they be purſued by the fate of habitual 
lyars, that at laſt come to perſwade them- 
ſelves. 

CERTAINLY there 1s no other parallel] 
inſtance wherein men conclude ſo perverlly : He 
that ſhews a man that precipice upon whoſe 
brink he ſtands, that intreats, yea 1mportunes 
him to retire from the danzer ; nay, bribes him 
with the greateſt rewards to chuſe ſafety, has 
done all that can be expected from a friend, or 
charitable man : And if after all, the wretched 
perſon ſo advis'd, ſhall caſt hjmſelf head-long up- 
on ruine ; afſuredly no Inqueſt would return his 
murder in any other form than that of Felo de ſe. 
And why then ſhould our Chriſtianity be accus'd 
of thole ills which it would infallibly aver, 
if our obſtinacy would permit it: Indeed the 
charge is ſo wild, that it ſeems rather deſfign'd as 
an artifice of diverſion, a ſprout of that firſt 
hg-tree which was to hide the nakedneſs of lapſed 
Adam, Men think it policy to transfer their 
guilts, andare willing, the zzo/exce of their luſts 
thould paſs for the /potexce of their Religion. 
Like irregular patients blaming their Phyſician 
for thoſe ill aceidents which they know owing 
only to their own unrulineſs. A pregnant tcſt1- 
mony of the reproachful nature of fin, that men 
are content to betake themſelves to the moſt 
forlorn ſhifts to ayoid the owning it : But the 

4 : C4 


28 | The Charter of - | Chap.z. 


conſciouſneſs is ſo preſſing and intolerable, that 
with-manyit drives on to yet higher outrages : 
'tis nat- enough for men to- decry their Chriſti- 
enity as a feeble inſignificant thing, but they load 
it even with contradictory 7mputations, = that 
which ſometimes they call the fooliſneſs of preach- 
ing, to bring it 1n ſcorn and contempt; ſhall ar 
another be ſtyled an Art and 7rick to bring it into 
ſuſpicion and hatred, be arraign'd for impoſture 
and deceit, a project of- impoſing upon credulous 
ſouls, and gaining real .advantages to the mana- 
gers while they feed the filly Proſelre with ima- 
ginary ones. -How groundleſs a calumny this is, 
as it appears from the ſanctity,. and eminent ſim- + 
plicity of Chriſtian Religion, which above all 
things excludes fraud -and. falſhood ; ſo alſo from 
the delignments-and aims of -its firſt promulga- 
tors, who as they cannot be ſuppos'd dextrous. 
enough to lay ſuch a ſcene of taking Pageantry,z 
ſo all their viſible acqueſts were ſcourgings and 
impriſonments, perſecutions and death. If this 
were the:cale,1t would indeed go near to reconcile 
the before-mentioned. contradictory imputations, 
whilit the impoſing upon credulous ſouls at this 
dear rate, would be 1n. very deed zhe, fooliſhneſs 
of Preaching, the greateſt madneſs 1n. the world. 
Men of common reaſon would be aſham'd to uſe 
fuch txivolous cavils ; - but who can without hor- 
' ror hear them from .profeſt Chriſtians? . That 
while Izf:de/s are modeſt in their reproaches, look 
upon our Doctrine only as erroneous,. Diſciples 
f:ould. be bitter and change it as inſidious and 
| LY | >... So 
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treacherous. Thus does the Charch experiment 
the truth of her bleſſed Lords  Predidhions, and 
finds her foes are thoſe of her own houſe: And 
though ſhe be Chriſts Dove, yet is ſubjected to the 
fate of the Viper, and has her bowels torn out -by 
thoſe that ſpring from them. 

THESE are the growing conſequences of 
reſolate impiety, he who will not be kept within 
the bounds of duty, ſeldom contents himſelf 
with that bare violation: He not only breaks 
the bonds in ſunder, but caſts then away too; is 
impatient they ſhould keep a reputation to up- 
braid him, when he has robb'd them of the power 
of reſtraining him: And zh ſure is the bottom of 
all that deep reaſoning, by which men' have learnt 
to argue themfelves and others out of their Creed: 
And though this be indeed the great Arcanum,the 
Philoſophers Ftoxe they aim at ; yet they have met 
with another good experiment by the way : And 
have,by I know not what Chymiſtry,extracted a re- 
putation out of theſe moſt unapt materials, He 
paſles for. a conſidering man that diſputes prin- 
ciples, and 1s thought moſt to own his reaſoz that 
leaſt owns his faith: And then *twill be no won- 
der if this ſucceſs animate, and give them not on- 
ly contiderfce, but vanity to avow what is thus 
creditable, RS | | | 

INDEED Satan is too ſubtle a manager to 
loſe this advantage, and the event ſadly ſhews; he 
has not negleced-to improve it, as appears not on- 
ly by the number of -ſuch pretenders unto reaſon, 
but even by their advancing to higher grows 
ay DL SEPA ; Thg 
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The wveluptuary who likes his portion 1n' this 
world, and feers that in another, is at firſt on- 
ly prompted by lis intereſt to quarrel the /«f 
þArticles of the Creed, and ſo in his own defence 
denies the /ife everlaſting: But . when he finds 
his neceſſity made a vertue, and himſelf ftruck 
;nto the repute of a wit 3 upon that account he 
doubts not, his fame will encreaſe with his ir- 
religion, and fo proceeds ftill to unravel far- 
ther, till at laſt he leaves not ſo much as I he. 
lieve in God: That many have advanc'd fo far is 
too evident, and by ſome ſa own'd, that they will 


not thank his charity, that ſhall hope better of 


them. 

'TWAS oncethe 7riumph of infant Chriſti- 
anity, that it ſilenc'd all the Hearhex Oracles, and 
within a while demoliſh'd even the Syragogne 
to0-: But alas, its mature age gives us that cf- 
fe& in a moſt inverted ſence, 1t now has ſerv'd 
toſuppreſseven the common notions of a Dezty, 


turn'd out the oze as well as the zzazy Gods, and . 


inftead of Polytheiſts and Idolaters has made 
Atheiſts, and that which Chriſt tells us was de- 
ſign'd to perfeit and fill up the Law, has by the 
{trange pravity of its profeſſors at once oblite- 
rated both Law and Lawygiver out? of mens 
minds, thereby exemplifying the old Axiom, 
Corraptio optinzi e(t peſjima ;, and the Saint as well 
as the Azgel, it he deſert his innocence, com- 
mences Fiend and Dewvi/. Theſe are ſuch ſad, 
ſuch direful tranſmutations as excite not fo 
much wonder, as grief and lamentation ; ne 
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what Rivers, what Oceans of tears are compe- 
tent to bewail ſuch unutterable evils? 

T HE removal of the Gazaleſtick is fo formi- 
dable a judgement, that the threatning of it, is 
us'd by Chriſt as the moſt awaking menace to 
the Seven Churches, Revel. 2. 3. but the remo- 
xing it by our own hands is yet an enhanſement 
»Ff that higheſt calamity ; when men are come to 
ſuch an inſenſate obduration, that they court 
their P/agues, - become their own Lifors, and 
make that their choice which 1s their extremeſt 
puniſhment, they are certainly too ſecure of that 
ruine they call for: And may we not fear it my 


' prove gezeral, and involve us all: That while 10 


»any Cry out to be deliver'd from their Chriſtiani- 
ty as their load and preſſure, and ſo few expreſs 
their diſſent to that demand, God mag in judg- 
ment grant it,' hearken to thoſe that cry "6%; 
reſcue his Golpel from our profane and impious 
violations, and give it to others that may bring 


forth the fruits of ir. 


NOR isthisto be fear'd only from the expli- 
cite 1mportunities of the blaſphemous, for it 1s 
interpretatively the vote of many others ; who- 
ever give themſelves up tothe dominion of any 
luſt, do implicitly renounce their obedience to 
Chriſt, and'fay we will not have this man to rule 
over us, And when he is thus depos'd from his 
regal and directive power, we have reaſon. to be- 
lieve he will deſpiſe a mere 7itu/:r ſoveraignty, 
not ſuffer the Scepter of his Word to remain as 
an Empty Ceremony among thoſe, who pay it " 
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real obedience: Nor be again cloath'd with Pur: 
ple, crown'd, and ſaluted King to advance the 
triumph of his ſcorn and cructhx1on. 

M OR will the fawning Profeſſions of the de: 
mure hypocrite avert, but accelerate this Fate: 
He that makes the Golden Scepter in Chriſts 
hand, a rod of irox in his own, that thinks his 


Saintſhip licegſes him to all the ſevere cenſure, 


and the yet ſeverer ( becaule more effective ) 
oppreſſions of others, he is certainly to be lookt 
on not only asa Rebel, but an Uſurper too, and 
is of all others the higheſt provoker. He that 
tramples under foot the Son. of God, does not 
ſo much violate him, as he that preteras to ere 
him a Throne upon bloud and rapine, on per- 
jury and facriledge : Nor does he that accounts 
the Bloud of the* Covenant an nnholy thing fo 
much profane it, as he that uſes it as a Vari 
to paint over his fouleſt luſts. The Apoſtle has 


long ſince told us, there # no concord between 


Chrif{ and Belial, and can we think he will be 
patient thus ro be made ſubſcrvient to his ene 
my : Or ſuffer his 4r# to be ſet for the ſupport, 
which ſhould be the confuſion of Dagon? Do 
wefind him fo ſevercly upbraid the hypocriſi 
of the Fews, that Ffole, murdered, committed adui: 
tery, and ſwore falſly, and yet came and 5tood. bt- 
fore his in his houſe, -Fer. 7. g. and ſhall we hope 
he will connive at it in Chriſtians ? Was it into: 
lerable profanation in them to account his houſe 
a den of robbers, and ſhall we be permitted to 


own 
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own deſtiny, and ſurely we are as likely to find 
ours there to0; to be deptived of thoſe advanta- 
ges which we have ſo unworthily us'd: Nor can 
we expe, that though God cauſe the natural 
Sun to riſe Fill as well on the evil as the good, yet 


that the Suz of righteouſneſs ſhall continue to ſhine 
on thoſe who will only bask themſelves in his 


- Rays,grow e/rhiops from his neighbourhood ; but 


will not work by his /iehe. 

W HEN all this is confider d, what a fad 
abode does it make ? When the b/aphemtes of the 
Profane, the ſexſualities of the Voluptuous, and 
the mockeries of the Hypocrite, ſend, as it were, 
daily challenges to Heaven, we cannot but look 
it ſhould at laſt overcome its long-ſuffering, awake 
God to vindicate the honour of his Name; and 
not ſuffer it any longer to be thus proſtituted and 
polluted : that when he ſees his light ſerve only 
to aid us the more ſubtilly to contrive our deeds 
of darknefs, he ſhould withdraw it, {mite us with 
blindneſs like the Sodowzites, whom he finds in 
ſuch impure purſuits: And were that blindneſs 
ſuch as our Saviour ſpeaks of, Fo. 9.41. that in- 
terr'd the oſx, *twere a deſirable inflition, but 
alas, it has none of that property : That which 
is deſigned for the puniſhment can never be the 
extenuation of our guilt ; but as in Hell there is 
an unhappy Separation of effects, the {corching of 
the fame without the light, and the blackneſs of 
»izht without the reſt: So in this nearett ap- 
proach to it, this Portal tothoſe Chambers of 
death, theres the ignorance without the _—_ 

the 
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the darkneſs diveſted of its native quality of hi- 
ding : And when we are entred among Heathens 
here, we muſt yet expect the ſadder portion of 
Apoſtati;'d Chriſtians hereafter. 

AND ©O that this co-ſideration might at laſt 
have its proper operation, .rouſe and awake us 
timely to prevent thoſe evils which it will be im- 
poſſible to cure. That by bringing forth ſome 
more gexuine and kindly fruits, we may avert that 
aiſmal ſentence, Cut zt down, why cumbreth it the 
ground, That men would generally lay to hean 
both the /iz and infamy of being promoters »f pub 
lick ruine ; and quench that fire with their tear 
which their fins have: kindled, that the faſting 
and prayers, the ſighs and groans of the Prim 
tive Chriſtians may tupplant the profane luxurics 


. the carnal Jollities ofthe Moder. And that Sack 


cloth and Aſhes may become the #ziverſa! mode, 
the only faſhionable dreſs among us. This both 
Reaſon and Religion ſuggeſt as matter of our mot 
importunate wiſhes ; would God our hopes wer 
but halfas pregnant. , | 

BUT the /ef appearance there is of this un: 
verſal reformation, the more jedloxfly ought ever 
fingle perſon to Jook on himſelf; left he be one 
that obſtruct 1t: Forſo he does who ſtays till i 
bea faſhion, but neglects ro contribute his pan 
tothe making it ſo. Men are willing to diſcott 
rage tliemſelves from attempts of this kind, and 
with an unſeaſanable modeſty can reflect what 
nothing one man'is to ſo many millions; whet 


las, all that vaſt Empire Vice. has got in the 


world, 
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world, is founded in the pravity of ſingle perſons, 
and would certainly be run'd by their retormat1- 
on. The more reaſonable Collection would be, 
that he that conſiders himſelf but as 'v2e, ſhould 
not ſuffer himlelf to grow into /eſs ; tofall from 
that Uxit to a Cypher, by permitting ſloth or co- 
wardize toenfeeble and emaſculate him : bur on 
the contrary-ſhould recole& his ſpirits, actuate 
all his ſtrength, and therefore be ſure todo his ut- 
moſt, becaule that utmoſt is but a /zttle. 

" AND tothiscertainly there want not encou- 
ragements, we ſee in common affairs the wonders 
that induſtry and reſolution are able to effect, 
and a ſizgle courage being exerted has often with- 
out Komance; ' overcome gtartly difficulties. *Tis 2 
creat prejudice 1s caſt upon vertue by the puſilla- 
nimity of thoſe that /zke, but dare not avert her. 
When moſt men commit all impieties daringly, 
and openly, and thoſe few that do mourn for it, 
do it but in ſecret, the example of the oze 15 conta- 
gious, but the 9ther has no means to diffuſe it ſelf. 
Would men ſtoutly own d»ty, and nor like Perer, 
follow Chriſt a far off, they might yer hope to make 
a party and gaiz ground 1n the world. And how 
noble an attempt were this, rhus to encounter 
Satan1n his higheſt triumph, and recover a /sff 

field? And methinks thoſe who have any warmrh 
of Piety glowing within,may eaſily thus improve 
it into 4 flame, Emoyopnynoal oy TH TC Thy ape* 

THz, add to their faith vertae, as that fighihes 
courage : 'and. then readily would fi ways that 
train of Chriſtian excellencies reckon'd up 
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St. Peter, 2 Epiſt. I. 5. knowledge, temperance, pa- 
zience, godlineſs, and ſuperſtrutt on. theſe, as it 
there follows, brotherly kindneſs, and the moſt 
comprehenſive chariry., We ſhould be notonly 
devout towards God, but zealous towards Mex, 
endeavouring by all prudent means to recover 
them out of thoſe ſnares of the Devil, whereby 
they are taken captive. And ſince among all 
thoſe ſnares there 1s none more entangling, than 
the creditableneſsand repute of cuſtomary vices, 
to ſet themſelves eſpecially againſt that over- 
grown covering and ornament; thoſe Locks 
wherein its great, its Sampſor-like Frength lies : 
And ſtrive to render it as .condemn'd as it 1s baſe: 
And tothis purpoſe nothing is ſoapt, as the ex- | 
alting its competitor, fetching vertue out of the 
Dungeon, that darkneſs and obſcurity wherein it 

has long lain forgotten, and by making it illuſtri- 
ou viſible in theirowz practice, put it into the 
poſſibility of attracting others. Indeed there only 
it appears 11 its true ſplendour, they are but dead 
colours the ſublimeſt ſpeculation can put on it, 
he that would draw it to the life, muſt imprint 
it upon his own. And thus every pious perſon 
may, nay ought, to be a Noah, a preacher of righ- 
teouineſs : And if 1t be his fortune to have as im- 
perſwaſible an Auditory, if he cannot avert the 
deluge, it will yet be the providing himſelf an 47k, 
the delivering, yea advancing his owz ſol, it he 
cannot benetit other mens, OY" | 
NAY, this being a Noah may qualifie him to 
be a eMoſes too, give him ſuch an imrereſt with 
| Heaven, 
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Heaven, that he may be fit toſtand in the gap, to 
be an izterceſſor and Mediator for a provoking 
people. And God knows never any generation 
more needed that gfice : nor any part of this more 
than our ſinful Natzon, which having long been 
in the farnace, 15 indeed now come out, but ſo 
unpurified, that we have all reaſon to expecta 
return, and that not upon the former fruſtrated 
deſign of refrning ; but upon that more infallible - 
and fatal one of couſuming us. This is fo dread- 
tul, but withal fo juſt an expeation, that if 
there be any Facobs among us; any, who can 
wreſtle and prevail with God, there' never was ſo 
prefſing need of their interceſſion. Oletall that 
are thus fitted for it vigorouſly undertake this 
pious work ; let no eMoſes's hands ever wax hea- 
Vy, but be always held up in a devout 1mportuni- 
ty ; let them tranſcribe that holy Oratory, which 
he ſo often effectually uſed, plead to God his 
own cauſe, with a What wilt thou doto thy great 
Name ? And when there is nothing in us that can 
pretend to any thing but vengeance, ranſfack 
Gods boſom, rifle his bowels for arguments of 
compaſſion, repeat to him his own z4#les, that he 
15 long-ſuffering and of great mercy; forgiving int- 
quity, tranſereſſion and ſin; Numb. 14. 18. And 
by theſe ſolicite, yea, conjure him to pity. And 
how great an ardency is required to this interce(- 
ſion? What F#rozg cries muſt they be that hall 
drown fo /oud a clamour of impieties ? And how 
does it reproach the {lightneſs of our ſleepy heart- 
leſs addrefſes? Can we hope to bind Gods hands 
& D 
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with Withs and Straws ? To arreſt his vengeance 
with ſuch faint and. feeble aſſaults? And when 
xature and danzer {uggeſt to Heathen Nizeveh, 
not only to cry, but cry mightily to God, ſhall 
the ſuperaddition of our Religion damp ours into 
a whiſper, a ſoft anaudible found ? Attorm will 
teach the profane Mariner to pray in earneſt, and 
alas! we have not wanted that diſcipline. *Tis 
not long ſince we might have ſaid with thoſe, 


 Afts27, No ſmall tempeſt has long lain on ns, net- 


ther Sun nor Stars in many days, nay 11 many years 
appearing, nothing but black and diſmal portents 
of a final wreck to a poor weather-beaten Church, 
and then ſure 'twas time to be importunate, to 
learn ſo much of inſtruction from the waves that 
tofled us, as to make our prayers keep pace with 
them, 1m ſwift uninterrupted ſucceſiion, 1n loud 
and not to be reliſted violence. That we did fo 
tnen I dare not affirm, but ſure I am the neceſlity 
of it 15 not yet out-dated ; for though the Sky 
however black with clouds carry no thunder in it; 
thoughthe impetuous winds that blow from eve- 
ry quarter, ſhould not break out in tempeſt, and 
bring ſhipwrack to us ; yet we too fully exempli- 
fie the truth of the Prophets Axiome, That the 
wicked are like the troubled Sea, that cannot reſt : 
we have within us a principle of ruirie, which can 
operate though nothing from without excite it. 
A tempeſt is not always neceſfary to ſink a Ship, 
one treacherous leak may do it in the greateſt 
calm, and what ſecurity can there then be to our 
torn Veſſel, whole rents our contin@&&d _ 

0 


Chap.2. Chriſtian Prattice, &Cc. 3 9 


do ſtill keepopen. Indeed our preſervation mult 
be as our reſtanration was, the work of Omnipo- 
tence ; thither therefore let us addreſs with 
S. Peters pathetick Prayer, Save, Lord, or we 
periſh. Othat all who are concern'd in the grant 
of that Petition, would qualite themſelves to 
preſent it ; lift up ſuch pure hands, hat God 
who hears not finners, Foh. g. may yet hear them, 
afford a gracious ear, and give an anlwer of 
Peace. 


a 


CHAP. IIL 
A Survey of the eMiſchiefs ariſing from Inconſs- 


Aeration. 


HE laſt Section having defeated all the 

| promiſing hopes of the former, by ſhew- 
ing us how ſadly we have fruſtrated all 

the deſigns and engagements of our profeſſion ; 
enervated all thole apt and powerful methods, 
and how perfed&ly :contrary our pratices are to 
our 7a/es, mere curiolity would more prompt us 
toenquite what are the hidden rauſes of thole fo 
ſtrange effefs; what unhappy propriety there 1s 
inthe ſoul, that after ſo much culture and husban- 
dry it ſhould produce nothing but w1/4 Grapes ; 
and by what arts and wiles Satan has not only 
evaded,but even retorted thoſe blows which were 
aim'dat him, But as in diſeaſes the pains and 
D 2 languith- 
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languiſhings are obvious to the grofleſt ſenſe, but 
the jprizz5 and originals.of them molt frequently 
lye deep, and are {o cumplicated and interwoven, 
that they require much art to ſearch and to dr- 
ſtinguith them: nay, do often mock the moſt 
ſubtile 1nquiſitor, and ſend him back with mere 
conjectures and uncertain-gueſles : ſo in this Epi 
demick Spiritual diſtemper, the »zalady is notort- 
ous and viſible, but the caſes of it not ſo eaſt 
ly determin'd, yet that not ſo much from the 
Jacknek as the number of them ; ſo many do pre- 
tend, and that with very good colour, to this un- 
Happy, this monſtrous birth, that a Solomon him- 
ſelf muſt have made the propoſal of dividing it, 
as not being ableto have aſfſign'd it entire to any 
one Mother. 

INDEED fo many are the concurrents to- 
wards it, that it would far exceed the limits of 
this little Tra&, but to point at them: I ſhallnot 
therefore undertake any ſuch exa enumeration, 
but ſhall only take notice of thoſe which either for 
the generality or degree of their efficacy appear 
the moſt emer. 

AND firſt the great and ſtupid Inconfeder ati 
0 which moſt men have concerning their Religi- 
on, may well paſs for a main cauſe of its fruſtra- 
tion. Chriſtianity may make Archimedes his chal- 
lenge ; give it but where it may ſet its foot ; aow 
but a fober advertence to its propoſals, . and: it 
will move the whole world: it comes with moſt 
invincible and controuling arguments; but ill 
they are arguments, and thole muſt firſt obtain 


attention, 


oy [ 
= 7 LIE 
| i! 
| Ng T1:þ 
| Z 
s | 
= #5 1. 
$ | : | 
| Be 
ll ; p 
i if 
4 i BN 
: | 
} 
EY 
j 
: : 
| 
£4 . 
=. 1 . 
' ' 
: 'F 
i : 
' 4 
| 108! 
| 
{M: 
| in 
T1 
| q 
uy it 
1 ' 
| ii 
0 ' 
bi q' 
3! 4 'F 
[3 
il; 
"| 
a1, 
'| ! 
il | 
4 t 
I 
41 1:41 
* ; : 
i 110 
; ] 
: i 
' 
$ / 4 
| | 
#| 
4.17 
” il 


G—_ 


— 


Chap. 3. from Inconfiaeration. 41 


attention, before they can force aſſent ; they will 
moſt infallibly weigh down the ſca/es, though the 
whole world were the connter-balance; bur then 
that muſt preſuppoſe their being put into thoſe 
Scales; their being entertain'd with ſo much of 
deliberation, as may try and examine their 
weight. Ina word, they addreſs tous as men, that 
is, creatures endued by God with rational Souls 
and diſcurſive faculties ; but if we will ſuppreſs 
theſe, and ſet up only the &5rnze to give andience, 
we mult not expect Ba/aams prodigy ſhall be eve- 
ry day repeated, that the eaſt ſhould be wiſer 
= the rider, and conſequently cannot wonder - 
if the Succeſs vary with the Auditors. 

AND *tisto be fear'd, that this is the ſtate of 
moſt of us, that all the convincing Logzck, that 
demonſtration of the Spirit, as S. Paul calls it, 
and all the perſwafive Rhetorick of the Goſpel, 
finds us ſo {tupid and unconcern'd, that they can 
make no impreſſion: , all the avenzes are fo blockt 
up, that they can find no way of approaching 
us. We are like the Indiaz Serpents Phzlo- 
#ratus mentions,. proof againſt all charms, but 
ſuch as with their glittering ſplendor affault our 
Eyes: nothing moyes us but what courts our 
Senſes, and what 1s not groſs exough to be ſeen,we 
think zo nice to be conliderd. The form and 
name of Chriſtianity men find ready to their 
hands, and it coſts them no labour to put it on: 
but ſhould they be interrogated of the import and 
ſignificancy of it, 1 fear many would be at a loſs 
what to anſwer, Mea call themſelves Chriſtians 
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as they do French or Ergliſh, only becauſe they 
were born within fuch a Territory, take up their 
Religion as a part of their fate, the temper of their 
Climate, the entail of their Anceſtors, or any 
thing moſt remote from their choice ; the profel- 
ſion of it deſcends to them by way of inheritance, 
and like young careleſs Heirs, they never are at 
the charge to ſurvey -it, to inform themſelves ei- 
ther of the Hues or Revenues of it; what bur- 
dens it !ays, or what advantages it promiles. Eve- 
ry man ſees they are vaſt multitudes that have en- 
tered the Baptiſmal vow, and I fear no {mall num: 
bers of them, that weigh it as little when they 
ſhould perform 1t, as they did when they maae it. 
Have no other notion of Baptiſm, but as a cuſtom 
of the place, or a time of teſtivity: conſider no 
farther ſignificancy in theſe ſpiritual bands, than 
they do in the Swadhng-cloaths of their infancy, 
and can-give no better account why they took on 
them Chrifts livery, than why they wear ſuch gar- 
ments 'as-the common faſhion of their Country pre- 
ſcribes them. 4) | 

--'T HIS is in many the effect of groſs ignorance, 
that really know nothing that borders upon Re- 
ligion : and where thatis the principle, we can- 
not think it ſtrange to ſee their pratfices propor- 
+tonable ; this returns them into the ſtate of Hea- 
theriſm, and while they walk in that darkneſs, it 
1s no wonder if they often fall: the only matter 
of admiration 1s, that there ſhould be. any ſuch 
darkneſs among us; that the gloriows light, as 
S: Panl terms it, of the Geſpel of Chrift, ſhould 
dls not 
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not long ere this have diſpelP'd 1t out of our Hor7- 
zon, and certainly, that 1t has not, muſt be ow- 
ing to ſome very great guilt, ſo that concerning 
ſuch perſons the Diſciples queſtion, 7. g. is very 
pertinent, Who did fin, this may or his Parents? 
Where men are ſo ignorant, it muſt neceſfarily 
infer their Parezts negligence 1n infuſing, or their 
ow; {tubborn perverſenels jn reſiſting inſtruction : 
but 'tis more probable ro conclude the former, 
ſince if Children were early inſtituted, knowledge 
would inſenfibly infinuate it ſelf, before their 
years had arm'd them with obſtinacy enough to 
make head againſt it : but when by the Parents 
remiſſenels the proper Seeds-time 1s loſt, the ſoil * 
grows ſtiff and untractable ; the /abour of learn- 
ing averts their Chilhood, and the ſhame. of it 
their Manhood, and ſo they grow old in their ig- 
norance,are ready to /eave this world before they 
come to kow any thing of that which is to ſuc- 
ceed it. This isa comp, but certainly, a moſt 
deplorable caſe ; and as. it loudly accules thoſe Pa- 
rents, who thus wretchedly hazard their Chil- 
drens greateſt concernments, fo certainly it re- 
fle&s not very laudably upon thoſe, who by 
fighting that excellent Order of Confirmatien in 
this Church, have beſides all other advantages of 
it, robb'd them of that happy reſerve, which the | 
care of their Spiritual Parent' had provided to re- 
pair the negligence of their Natural; bur guilt: 
has a miſerable kind'of infinity, and leſſens not 
by being communicated ; and therefore. though 
theſe unknowins perſons may withjuſtice enough, 
ws 'D 4 accnſe 
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accuſe others, yet can they never the more abſolve 
themſelves. Indeed they cannot tax others omiſ- 
ſions towards them, withaut a tacit reproach of 
their own: for ifit werea fault in the Parexr, to 
let their infancy want thoſe neceſlary infuſions, 
*tis ſurely ſo in themſelves, to let their riper years 
continue 1n that deſtitution.- And ſure 'tis not 
probable there could be a more irrational motive 
to the former, than that which prevails with the 
later, to wit, the fearof ſhame, which certainly 
much more properly belongs to him that lies ftu- 
pidly under his want, than he that induſtriouſly 
ſets tocure it: ſothat while they go thus prepo- 
ſtero.ſly to: avert reproach, they invite it ; nay, 
and do beſides betray one of therr moſt important 
ſecrets, diſcover themſelves more ſolicitous about 
appearances than realities; to be thought knowing 
than tobeſo. A ſtrange kind of peculative Hy- 
pocriſie, which yet leads to all the prazcal pro- 
fanene(s incident'to thoſe, who live without God in 
the world. EH | | 

BUT would God the unchatechiz'd were the 
only perſons we had to complain of in this matter: 
There is another ſort as 72gz0rart, who have not 
that plea ; who by' a'wretchleſs Inconſideration, 
have made a ſhift to #zleary what they had once 
been taught. That this 15 naturally very poſſible 
no man can queſtion, that obſerves how aeſuetude 
will roba man of any Science, or other habit. 
But in this caſe there is yet a farther concurrent 
towards 1t ; Chrifſts parable tells us of Fowls that 
_ aevonred the Seed, which himſelf interprets to be 
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the wicked one, which catcheth away the word 
ſown in mens hearts : When that ſpiritual ſeed 
lies looſe and ſcatter'd upon the ſurface, and is 
not by deep and ſerious meditation harrowed, as 
it were, into the ground, it offers it {elf a ready 
prey to the devourer, and God knows the evet 
15 to0 ready to atteſt the zruth of the obſervation : 
For do we not ſee zany whoſe childhoods have 
wanted nothing of Chriſtian nurture, that have 
had all advantages to the making them wiſe #to 
ſalvation, yet ſuffer their manhood to wear out 
and obliterate all thoſe r#dimerts of their youth ; 
and that not only out of their pra&ice, but even 
out of their #2exzory too: this ( would we bepa- 
tient to have-the experiment made ) would, I 
doubt not, be found true in divers, and they 
would appear leſs able to approve themſelves, not 
only to the Coxfeſſor, but even to the Catechiſt in 
their aduls age, than they were 1n their eMzzori- 
ty; as having ſcarce ever thought of the principles 
of their religion, ſince they conn'd them to avoid 
correction ; and then *tis no wonder if they paſs 
into the ſame forgerfulneſs with other the occur- 
rences of that /ippery age. 

BUT if with ſome the »zemory have been ſo 
invincibly faithful, as not to have reſign its 
aepoſitum ; 1f it do happen obſtinately to retain 
thole early impreſſions which were made on ir ; 
yet alas! that alone will be of little avail: 
tis true that 15 the ſtore-houle, and 'tis good to 
have that well repleniſht ; bur if its plenty be 
only within it ſelf, uncommunicated ; if the gr4- 
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ary, though never ſo full, be ſeal'd up, it gives 
no {ecurity againtt a famine : 2 mans remem- 


| 


brance of his Creed may tell him there is a | 


God, and that he is Almighty ; but if his reaſon 
be ſo much aſleep, as not to infer from thence 
the neceſlity of reverencing and obeying him 
who 1s all-powerful to revenge our contempts, 
he may repeat the Article every day, and yet 
nevertheleſs Arheiſtically, Inlike manner he may 
g00n to the Birth, Death, and Reſurre&ion of 


Chriſt ; but if he weigh not the obligations to. 


gratitude and duty, which devolve on him from 


thence, he may remember his Bzrth, and yet ne- | 


ver be regenerate: his Death, and yet not ate to 
fin: and his Reſurrefion, and yet {y rotting 1n his 
own corruption, and not riſe with him to. xewreſs 
of life... ' So he may proceed to his coming to Fudge 
the quick and the dead ; but if he refle& not on 
his own particular concernment in it ; if he con- 
ſider not that-for every the ſecrereſt thing, Eccl.11, 
God will bring him, as well as others, to judgment; 
he may talk of Dooms-day as men do of fuch 4f- 
ſizes as they have no Trial at, but tt will never 
{et him a trembling,or give him the providence to 
anticipate his ſentence ; ſo. judge himſelf here; 
that he may not be judged of the Lord. And fo 
proportionably in all the parts of our' Chriftan 
Faith : he that does not extra& from them their 
proper and juſt inferences, ſhall never feel their 
efficacy. He has indeed in that excetlent S5- 
Femme, a moſt infallible Catholicon, againſt all his 
ſpiritual Maladies ;*but 'tis a Medicine, not 4 

T | Charm; 


bans A Jn Hh 0 ro + yon, on a 1 


w as wo wat ns © PO > ons + _ ©5 


KG Ee welt ec Coed. a Aa 


Chap.3- F709 Inconſideration. 47 


Charm ; to be taken, not laid by him; and if he 
fail in application, he will as certainly miſs of 
the cure: And this gives us one too clear a rea- 
ſon, why ſo many, 1n the moſt fatal ſence, are 
ſick and weak among us, and faln aſleep ; are firſt 
lethargick, and then ſtark dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins. Men do not by ſober conſideration ſuck 
out the vertue which would heal them: they 


look on the. Creed as Chrifts badge, and fo long 


as they bear that, they think none muſt queſtion 


their Chriſtianity ©. whereas 'tis indeed more. pro- 


erly his Myulitary Symbolnm, or recognition . of 
Ms Cake, aan they fight ne an en- 
caging, them to all the obedience, fidelity and 
conſtancy of reſolute ſouldiers: and to this pur- 
poſe it 15 that we :5Fand up at the recital of the 
Creed, as owning our Baptilmal promiſe, to fight 
manfully under our Saviours Baxxer againſt Sz; 
the World, andthe Devil ; and if wedo not thus, 
"tis not material what profeſſtons we make, we 
are the ſame deſertors whether we #ay in our own 
Camp, or 742 over to: the enemies ; throw away 
our Arms, or zo «ſe them ; rexounce our Chri- 
ſtian faith, or not 7prove it. Sloth is as miſ- 
chievous in, war as treachery or cowardize, and 
he that keeps his ſword in the ſbeath, is as unfor- 
— anenemy, as he that brings zoze into.the 
AND how many ſuch inſignificant comba- 
zants are therein the Chriſtian Camp, that on- 
ly lend their Names to fill up the eMuſter-roll, 
but never dream of going upon ſervice? *Tis 
certain 
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certain there are as many ſuch, as there are care. 
leſs unconſidering Profeſſors: and theſe, 'tis to 
be fear'd, make 1o great a number, that were the 
Church put to eſtimate her forces, and examine 
what effectively her F#rexgth is, ſhe- would find 
the deceit of falſe muſters as great among the Sps 
ritual as the Civil Souldiery. Iris indeed a moſt}. 
amazing thing to ſee, that that which is the 
one great and important intereſt of all men, 
ſhould of all other things meet with the leaſt re- 
gard. If we make a propoſal of worldly profit, 
though incumbred with many ditficulties, and 
Hhable to many uncertainties, we'ſhall not only 
have an attentive hearing, but aivecare and di. 
ligent purſuit of the deſign; it will be drivento 
the laſt glimpſe of hope ; and if the firſt attempt 
milcarry, the next occaſion is laid hold of; but 
here, where the pr:ze is ſo rxich, the conditions { 
ealie, the acqueſt fo certain, yet ( as if theſe were 
deterring, averting qualities ) we cannot be got 
to take the matter into our deliberation. Alas, 
what ſtupid folly has poſſeſt men? And by what 
meaſures dothey make their _ How are 
their precious Souls become ſo vile in their eyes, 
that they are the only part of them, which the 
think below theif regard ? In an Epidemick ti 
eale every man looks out far Antidote or Me 
dicine for his 'own peculiar, and does not ac: 
quieſce in that: ſilly confidence that he ſhall do 
as well as other men: yet 1n this greater danger, 
that is their avowed comfort, and keeps them as 
chearful as if they had the moſt folid grounds d 
| ſecurity. 


from Intonſidetation. 49 


Chap. 3. 


- ſecurity. Alas, cannumbers ouz-face damnation, 


or do men hope that by going in troops to Hell 
they ſhall --after the nave inhabitants, ſubdue 
thoſe legions of tormentors, and become conque- 
rers inſtead of ſufferers? This 1s ſure too wild an 
imagination for any to entertain, yet what more 


- ſober one can any pretend, in fayour of ſo ſtupen- 


dous an 1mprovidence ? 

BUT 'twill be much more ſeaſonable to re- 
form than Apologize or Khetoricate ; and there- 
fore twill import thoſe men, who like the inha- 
bitants of Laijh, dwell careleſs, quiet, and {e- 
cure, to look about them ; to enter into ſer/ows 
conſultation how they may avert that ruine 
which waits upon ſuch a ſupine temper ; not to 
ſuffer themſelves to periſh in the midſt of fuch poſ- 
ſibilities, nay ſolicitations to be ſaved : but at 
laſt afford an audience to that Embaſſie which 1s 
ſent them from Heaven. Ponder well thoſe eaſie 
terms of reconciliation which are propos'd: the 
ineſtimable advantages conſequent to the embra- 
cing that amity ; and the as zc/timable detriment 
of refuſing it: Ina word, not to pleaſe themſelves 
with the empty title, but to penetrate the full pur- 
port and fignificancy of their Chriſtianity, and 
when they have done this ſoberiy and attentively ; 
having removed this firſt and moſt general obſtru- 
&ion to piety, they will find themlelves aſſaulted 
by ſuch force of reaſoz, that they muſt either be 
very 1ll Logicians, or very good Chriſtians. 


CHAP. 


= | 


EXT to the #apid and merely vege- 
table ſtate of total incogitancy, we may 
_ rank that partial and peace-meal con- 
{ideration, by which Chriſtianity 15 mutilated 
and deform'd, depriv'd of all its force to attrad 
and ſubdue mens hearts: for as in artificial 
Movements, there is ſuch a dependence of one 
part upon another, that the ſubſtracting of any 
one deſtroys the whole frame : ſo inthis ſp:r:itud 
Machin deſign'd to raiſe our dull mortality to 
Heaven, the divine wiſdom of its maker has 
combin'd its ſeveral parts, that he who ſevers, 
ruines; he that applies it not in its united, 
ſtrength, will find no aid from its unjoynted 
ſcattered particles. S. Pad tells us, x Cor. 12, 
that inthe natural body, the making it all Eye 
or Hand, the reducing the many members to one, 
is deſtructive to its being : ( it they wereall one 
member where were the body, verſe 20. ) and we 
in reaſon muſt expe& the {ame event will fol 
low here. Ifwe advance one part of our Chr: 
{tian Faith to the annihilation of the reſt, *tis 
impoſſible that ſhould ſupply the place of the 
whole ; but the more that member is {wolt 
above its native ſize, the more uzweildy, not the 
more #r0xg it grows; and loles that active "_ 
whic 
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[i CHAP. IV. 
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| A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſrng from Partial Cos 
I fl fideration. \ ; 
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which is receiv'd by a ſocial communication with 

the other parts. | 
'T IS Gods charge againſt the Prieſts, Mal. 2. 
that they have been partial in the Law, 2NWI 
DY2D lifters up of faces in it ; preferr'd ſoze 
more agreeable parts, and diſcountenanc'd others ; 
were not -z!{y judges of- the Law, but «juſt 
judges too, And1 fear the endiment may now 
run more gencrally againſt the People alſo ; that 
they have been partial in the Goſpel : culled 
and choſen out thoſe ſofter and more gentle 
dictates which ſhould leis grate and diſturb 
them : like well the Cz! that makes them have 
a chearful countenance, but are not ſo forward 
to deal with the Wine which thould ſearch and 
We make all our addrefles 
to the promiſes, hug and carels them, and in the 
interim, let the commands ſtand by negle&ed. A 
arvinity indeed fitly apportion'd to the devotion 
of theſe times, which loves to make an offering 
to God of that which coſt them nothing, and yields 
a preference to that way of worſhip which al- 
{ures Salvation beſt cheap, and at the eaſieſt terms 3 
but would men conſider, they would find, that 
the commarads are the ſupreme and moſt eminent 
part of the Evangelical Civenant, the promiſes 
come but as haxa-maids and attendants: an ho- 
nourable retinue to invite the more reſpe&ful 
entertainment, and it ſhould be remembred that 
of this ſort are the threatnirgs too; and there- 
fore they have ſurely an equal right to our regard, 
eſpecially when many of them have the _ 
0 
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of Gods Oath, to bind and ſtrengthen their per- 


formance. And what 2 ſcandalous and abſurd , 


partiality is this, that when the precepts come 
with this ſolemnity, the more to command our 
reverence, we ſingle ont this one part of the 
Train and pay our homage unto it ; lay hold on 
the Promiſes, not thoſe that ſpeak dammation to 
impenitence, but the other halfof them which 
give aſſurances of favour. And like the Benja- 
mites tothe daughters of Shiloh, run away with 
them, poſſeſs our ſelves of theſe by rape, in ſpight 
of all the incapacities we lye under ; though God 
has ſworn, that nodiſobedient provoker ſhall en- 
ter into his reſt. | 


THAT this is really the caſe of many is | 


more than probable ; for by what other arrifice 1s 


it poſſible for them to reconcite their large hopes, | 


with their no purifying; their confident ex- 
pectations of Heaven, with their greedy rapact- 
ous purſuits of Earth; their ſecure dependence 
on the Bloud of their Sav/oar, with their remorſe- 
leſs effuſions of that of their Brethren ? Did they 
conſider the inſeparable connexio between the 
Precepts and the Promiſes, 'twere hard for them 
to be ſo wicked, but impoſſible to be fo ſangnire. 
Did the nzcleax perſon believe that none but zhe 
pure in heart ſhall ſee God, if he could be ſo much 
Swine, as ſtill to chuſe the mire ; yet ſure he could 
not expect to be Rapt from thence into Heaven. 
Did the Drunkard conſider the ſentence of the 


Apoltle excluding all ſuch from the Kingdom of | 
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God, ICor,6, 10, if he can be content 1o fadly | 
| t@ | 
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to over-buy his fin ; as to pay that Kingdom for 
his ſhot ; yet certainly even. he cannot be {or 
enough to expect the poſſeſſion of what he has ſo 
fold, of hope that from one of his drunken #raxces, 
he ſhall awake to glory. Did the Coveroris extortio- 
ner obſerve that He is involv'd 1n the fame ſer- 
tence, remember that ſuch Violents ſhall rake, not 
heaven, but hell, by force ; if the terrors of the Lord 
could not have force enough to melt his bowels; 
tounclutch his griping hand, ot diſſerze him of 
his prey: yet ſure it mutt diſcourage him from 
graſping of Heaveti too, from hoping to defraud 
God as he has done #2ex, and ſtriking himfelf into 
an eſtate in the land of the living: and 1n like 
manner all other hoping ſinners if they would 
ruine, yet muſt ceaſe from flattering themſelves; 
muſt chuſe damnation bate-tac'd, and not fancy 
that their poſting ori in the broad way ſhall ever 
bring them to /ife. And ſure this diſcovery of 
their eſtate, werea very good ſtrep to the curing 
!t: For though tis poſſible ſome few may be of 
ſo #urdy an tmpiety, as rochuſe their ſz with all 
its conſequents ; Jet ſure all finners are not of 
that ſtrong complexion, and therefore Star is 
put to his wiles and artifices, 1s fain to hoodwink 
tho! that are apt to Fart ; and diſguiſes the dan-. 
ger when he ſees the true appearance of it will 
terrifieand avert. This was his o/d policy with. 
our firſt parerits ; he dazles their eyes with the. 
glorios, but abuſrve propoſat of become like 
Gods, that they might not diſcera how near they. 
were. approaching/ to become like Devils: _ 
this 
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this under the pretence of contidence and friend- 
ſhip, diſcovering, as it were, a {ecret to them, 
that God envied them that promotion, which his 
greater kindnels was, {olicitous to procure for 
them. And as if the ruine of mankind, i» Maſſa 
had been too {light a Trophey for that one {trata- 
gem, he repeats it again to the individuals, per- 
twades men that the path of obediznce which God 
has chalkt out is ſtrait, and nqrrow, rugged and 
incumbred ; that there is a ſhorter cut, an eaſier 
paſlage to life : that they may be led into Canaan 
anearer way, ſtep into it immediately from the 
fleſh-pots of Egypt, and fcape the tedious weary 
March in the Wildernels : never ſo much as call at 
Mount $74, or be affrighted with the Thunders 
of the Law, Ina word, they need not work out 
their Satvation, but be they never fo ſlothful zhey 
may inherit the Promiſes, Heb. 6. 12. this is his 
one grand Concluſion, though hehas ſeveral med:- 
#ms to infer- it by: wherewith as with ſo many 
fools and Engines he furniſhes men for the filing or 
breaking of that facred link between duty and 
reward ; and of thele he has great variety fitted 
to the hands, and skill of thoſe that manage 
them. LIfhall not undertake to ranſack his work- 
houſe, or give an inventory of his Hrenſils, but | 
ſhall rather in general beleech all thoſe, who 
have made this unhappy ſeparation, to remember | 
from whoſe Forge they took their Inſtruments ; 
and then conſider whether his officiouſneſs in 
ſupplying them, can argue any thing but that | 


_ tis his work they are about, Can any thing that | 
he, | 
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he, whoſe eternal paſtime it will be to torment 
men, can really be ſolicitous of their eale ; thar he 
would chuſe ont for them the pleaſanreſt paths, 
were it,iot that he knows they lead to the cham- 
bers fleath ? When Chrift whoſe ſole buſineſs it 
was to fave mens fouls, has preſcribed us a conrſe 
which ſhall afſuredly condu& us unto happineſs, 
what can it be but phrenzy to reſort to .Abaaaon, 
the deſtroyer, for an eaſter method, or expett 
more gertlexeſs and compaſſion from the roaring 
£702 than from the Lamb of God. 

NAY indeed this is not only to attribute to 
him more tenderneſs, but fidelity too: to believe 
him in oppoſition to all the expreſs attrmations 
of God; and when he who is truth it ſelf has 
told us, that except we repent we ſhall all periſh, 
Lake 13. 5. and that without holineſs no 223 ſhall 
ſee the Lord, Heb. 12.14. to disbelieve this oaly 
upon his bare credit, who was a lyar from the 
b2ginning : This indecd is a prodigious compoli- | 
tion of blaſphemy and folly ; a ſtrange contumely 
to God, but fatal treachery to our ſelves: . For 
alas ! Satan entertains us all this while but with 
a trick of Legerdemain, and as Fwglers make us 
believe we have cut the #7img, wich yet pre- 
{ently after they ſhew ug whele ; ſo he per{wades 
us he has thus fever'd the Condition from the Pre- 
miſes, when to our grief it will finally appear 
their union was #v4olable, *Tis not all our vain 
confidence that can reverſe the immutable di- 
vine Law ; we may, *tis true, delude our ſelves, 
keep up our ſpirits high; in a ſecure jollity or 
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andarink, azd riſe up to play, and {o not only loy- ' 
ter, but revel out our day, till the night overtake 
us wherein 0 2243 can work ; but he ſhall never be 
able to propagare the deceit, where only it could 
ayail us; to perſwade God to pay the hzre to 
thoſe that have been no labourers, or give the 
prize to any who have not run to obtain it. Let 
every man therefore in a juſt tendernels to bys 
own Soul, ſtrictly examine his hopes, try, not 
how high they towre, but how aecp they are 
fandel ; whether on the ſad or on the rock ; 
the flattering deluſions of Satan, and thedrearns 
of his own Phancy, or on the Promiſes of God: 
for though all pretend to build on the latter, yet 
God knows, a multitude of fovuliſh Architefts 
there are, which miſtake their ground, take that 
for afſurance that is not: And this truly 1s a 
thing deſerves to be ſoberly confider'd ; they that 
moſt greedfly catch at the Promiſes, do often 
embrace a c/oud inſtead of the Dezty which they 
fo eagerly graſp, and thereby think to enjoy. 
But faithful obedience, and not 7zſolext hopes 
commends us unto God. The Goſpel indeed de- 
(cribes to us great and ineſtimable felicities; but 
he that can think this gives him Title tro them, 
may as well pretend to the whole World, becaule 
he has the eMap of it in his houſe: for though it 
mentions them to all, yet it promiſes them to 
none but the obedient. And thoſe Iſraelites 
which fled from the ſight. of Goliah, x Sam. 
x7. 24, Might as reaſonably challenge the re- 
ward propos'd to the Vitor, as men can pretend 
| t& 
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toenter into life without keeping the Command- 
ments: this then is the one Criterion, by which a 
maa may judge of his hopes; it they be but pro- 
portionable to his obedience, they are then regu- 
lar, and ſuch as will not make him aſham'd, but 
prove incentives and engagements to every good 
work. Let him obey as muchas he can, and 
then he need notdeny himſelf the comfort of ho- 
ping as muchas he can too. But if his hopes ex-. 
ceed this meaſure, and ſquare themſelves only by 
his wiſhes ; it he look for Heaven, not becaule he 
is qualified for it, but becauſe he wants or covets 
it; this is rather to dream than hope, and ſuch 
whimſies will as ſoon inveſt the beggar in wealth, 
the defam'd in hozour, the flick in health, or any 
man in any thing he has but a mind to, as compaſs 
Heaven for the bold Fidxciary, 

I T is indeed like thoſe Lunacies wherein mens 
fancies adopt them Heirs to thoſe Kingdoms, 
they know nothing more of, than the names ; and 
ſure the Analogy holds as well in the care as the 
diſeaſe: let theſe Patients a-while be kept dark, 
taken from the dazling contemplations of their 
imaginary priviledges, to the fad refle&tion on 
their ſins: and as God expoſtulates with Iſrac/, 
Ezek. 33.26. Te and upon your ſword, ye work 
abomination, and ye defile every man his neighbours 
wife, and ſhall ye poſſeſs the land ? So let them re- 
cite to themſelves the Catalogues of their impie- 
ties, and then ask their own hearts, whether 
theſe be the qualifications of thoſe that ſhall reſt 
1n Gods haly Hill? Whether theſe marks of the 

| E 3 _; 


CD — 


"i eMiſchiefs ariſing Chap.4. 


Feaſt can ever rank them among the followers of 
the Lamb? Andlet theſe Conſiderations be preſt 
home, reiterated fo often, till by repeated ſtrokes 
they have made good the other part of the me- 
thod, made their Souls bleed, and by that Spirt- 
tual. ”hlebotomy, temper'd their ſwelling veins, 
allayed the over-ſanguinels of their conſtitution : 
and then there remains but one thing more: to 
complete the courſe, and that 1s bringing them 
into the Vork-houſe, ſetting them really to work 
out their ſalvation with fear and trembling, whicl 
they had ſonear played away by confidence and 
preſumption: And when they have done thus, 
they have verified their hopes, and then may late- 
ly reaſſumethem : They are return'd again with 
advantage to their firſt point, and are that 1n ſo- 
berneſs and reality, which they then were only in 
fiction and imagination. 
AND now would God men would once be 
content to be thus difabus'd ; that they would not- 
'be fo in love with deceit, as in the: Prophets 
phraſe, Fer. 8. 5. to held it faſt : that they would 
not chuſe Chimera's and phantaſtick Images be- 
tore real and ſubſtantial Felicities ; and preter that 
hope which will be ſure toſþ;pwrack them, before 
that which will be a» Anchor of the Soul, ſure and 
Steafaft, Heb. 6. 19. and if this ſo reaſonable a 
propoſal may be embrac'd; if the World ſhould, 
as the Spanzard faid, but riſe wiſe ove morning, 
what a deal of dead merchandize would Satan 
have upon his hands? Many of thoſe they call the 
. comfortable Doctrines would want vent, which 
are 
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are now the Staple commodity of his Kingdom. 
What thoſe are, tis nq part of my deſign to ex- 
amine, will be every mans particular concern to 
do it fyhimiel ; which he may do by this one 
teſt ; whether they more animate men to hope 
well, than to {ive well? Whether they bring 
Alexanders (word to cut aſunder the Gordiaz 
knor, to ſever between the promile and the condi- 


| tion? Or the ſword of the Spizzt to ſubdue all to 


the obedience of Chriſt ? If the former,we may ex- 


ped tho fruits of fuch will be all that licentioul- 


neſs which'S. Paul deſcribes, . as the works of the 


fleſh, Gal. 5. 19. it being not'to-be imagin'd, that 


the precepts of the Goſpel, which they divide from 
the. promiſes only, that they might fall off, ſhall 
then be vo/untarily taken up in mere good nature 
and heroick Generolity ; 'that thoſe who areſo in- 
duſtrious to avoid the neceſflity of Chriſtian pra- 
#ice, will make it their free-w1ll-offering, If there 
ſhould happen to be ſome few of ſoingenuous a 
gratitude; yet 'tis certain, that 1s not our com- 
mon mould ; few. men will be better than they 
think their intereſt bids them be, and therefore 
{ſuch principles are dangerous Seminaries of Lz- 
bertiniſm: and *tis mens very important concern- 
ment . not to admit them. Let not then their 
chearful apec# recommend then: to our embraces ; 
men may be kilfd with too much Cyrazal; that 
which ſeems to refreſh the Spirits may enflame 
the Bloud,and though cold poiſons have gotten the 
fame of being the moſt malignant, yet there are 
hot that are as-infallibly »-orriferous, Let it be 
WD E 4 ©. our 
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our care in oppoſition to both, to keep our ſelves 
in that moderate, equal temper, which belongs 
to healthy Souls: and fince that 1s the vitalleſt 
hcat which is gotten by. exerciſe, ſet to our buſi- 
neſs, employ our ſelves diligently in all thoſe du- 
ti2s the Goſpel exacts, and then - we. ſhall not 
want ſuch an hope as may warm our hearts, keep 
us in a Chearful expectation, till we come to the 
glorious fruition of that Ezerzal Salvation which 
God has promiſed ta all them, aud only them that 
obey kim. Andtill we do thus, till we conſider 
as well what weare to do, as what. we are to-re- 
ectve ; there wilt beno hope of reſtoring Chriſtia- 
nity to its native vigour: we ſhall make it eyapo- 
rateall its ſtrength in #»ſignificant hopes, convert 
it irto Air; to. bear up our Bubbles, inſtead of 
that firm ground, whereon we ſhould build vertue 
here, and g/ory hereafter. _ : | » : 


w 4 - 


% 


CHAP. V. | 

A Servey of the eMiſchiefs arifing from Carnal 
- Ganftacration.* oo ob here 
A FTER the diſadvantages of Partial 
, Conſideration, may fairly be {ubjoyn'd 

the ills of that adyertency, which 'is im- 
pregnated by ſezſuality and floth, and makes prer 
tence untoright reaſop but tends indeed as much 


25 any tlyog to the ſxuſtgating the defign, and en- 
$5 © 1 . feebling 
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 feebling the force of our Religion: ſuch cloſe re- 
| ſerwes of deceit and malice have men to their own 
Souls, that when they quit oze ſtrong hold of Sa- 
tans, 'tis only tq retreat to amorher. When they 
are not ſo brisk and Aerial, as lightly to skip over 
thoſe precepts, that lye intheir way, they are {a 
groſs and unwary as to fall at them ; if they may 
not. paſs for Straws and. Chaffe, ſuch as every 
blaſt of vaineonfidence may blow away,they ſhall 
then be improved into Heaps and Mountains, be- 
come {tones of tumbling and rocks of offence ; 
and when they are call'd upon to Conſider them, 
they do it in ſo perverſe-a manner, as if they 
meant to revenge themſelves on that unwelcome 
importunity : their conſideration 15 worle than neg- 
let. They look into them. inſidiouſly, not as 
Diſciples, but as Spzes ; not to weigh the oblige- 
ingneſis, but to quarrel the- unreatonableneſs or 
dithcujty of the 1njundtions, not to direc their 
prattice, but excule their prevarications. 

.; FROM this ynfincere kind of inſpe&ion it 
35, that the Precepts have got ſo formidable ap: 
peargnce with many, that they have fallen under 
{uch hegvy -prejudices, as to reſolve them intole- 
rable yokes,. ipſuperable tasks : that this Canaay 
i5a land that eats up its inhabitants, wherein 
there is ſo little of exjoymert, that it ſcarce affords 
a being. Men count a ./zfe under ſuch reſtraints, 
19 joyleſs.and uneaſie, that it differs from death 
pnly,.by being more paſjve. They think Zeal 
likea BetichFeaver,in.a flow, but certainly fatal 
Fire, exhauſts and conſumes the Spirits, Morti: 
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fication -and ſelf-dexzal macerate and decay the 
body ; and lberality diflipates and waſtes the ' 
eſtate : And with theſe Apparitions, which them- | 
ſelves have conjur'd up, 'men run trighted from: | 


duty, reſolve the burden is unſupportable, or at. 
leaſt grievous tobe born, and therefore, as tir 


Saviour ſays of the! Phariſees, will not touch it, no 


not ſo much as with one * of their fingers, Mat. 2 7. 
4. never make any attempt to try what indeed 
they are; but take their meaſures from their own, 
or perhaps other mensprejudicate opinions, and 
thence take out an - Authentick Revord and Patent 
for floth, fancy the journey tqo long for them, 
and therefore lit {tl} ; ' firſt call Chrifts Com- 


 mandments grievors, and ther improve that ſlan- | 


der into a manwmiſſion © ablolve themfelves from 
obeying them. And unleſs they: may have the 
_ Gatet5life cut wider,” made capacious enough to 
receive- them with all their luſts about them 
will nevereſſayto enter it. om RY 

BU T if the Prexce of darkneſs have enafted it 
a Lew, that difficulty 1hall pats for excuſe; / yet 
if real uneafinels may/ be admitted to be'as deter: 
ring 25 /7r4gtnary ones, his own deerde will retort 
the moſt 'rutnouſly on- himſelf,” and men may 
plead it as thetr diſcharge from” al:\thoſe baſe 
drudgertes, / thoſe -ryrannous. tmpoſttions where- 
with he loads them.” / The Drunkard may expert 
mentally tefl him the pais ofanaking head, of 
an dvercharged ſtomach, the 44y# df a waſted 
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Eſtate, ' and claim a diſpenſation 'from purſuing | 
that uneaſte and coſtly fin, The* Wimron may | 


bring 
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| bring his macerated body like the Levites Concu- 
' bine,Fadg.19. and urge it as an evidence how cru- 
| ela Maſterheſerves; and from thence emanci- 
| pateand free himſelf : And indeed every fin car- 


ries in it ſo much of viſible toil, or ſecret ſmart, as 
would by force of this rule fupplant and under- 
mine it ſelf; and ſure Sataz would never have 
arm'd men with ſo dangerous a weapon, had he 
not diſcern'd them fſoin love with flavery, as ſe- 
cures him 'it ſhould never be us'd againſt him ; tor 
if it ſhould, nothing could give him a more mor- 
tal wound, more irrecoverably ſhake his King- 
dom, Nor would only that izferzal Region feel 
the force of that deſtructive principle ; it would 
make as {trange confuſions in ſecular Regiments, 

. FOR ifſuch pleas as theſe may be admitted, 
they will caſily cancel all Humane, as well as Di- 
vine Laws, and every malefatfor will transfer his 
gilt on the ſeverity of the Legiſlator : The Thief 
may ſay it 1s too great a difficulty for him to. re- 
fiſt the temptation of an apt opportaunity.; a rich 
prize that his fingers are too {lippery even for 
himſelf, and he cannot. reſtrain them, and then 
quarrel the ſtritneſs of the Law, which has 
rais'd {o high a fence about mens properties, that 
he whoclimbs it muſt endanger his zeck, The 
Rebel may complain that the bands of 4/legiance 
are toQ {trait, the yoke fits too cloſe, galls and 
trets his tender fleſh, exclaim loudly at the Ty- 
rany o thoſe that laid it on, and in that. out-cry 
arown the noiſe of his own Treaſov. And ſoeve- 
ry other tranſgreſſor may accuſe the rule, as ac- 

3 Th cellary 


ka 


ceſfary to his ſwervings, till at laſt the Laws be 


made the only Crimixals. 

I LEAVE every man to judge both of the 
equity and NI__ of ſuch diſcourſings in 
Crvil matters, and ſhall only deſire he will apply 
them to Spiritual allo, where certainly they are 
neither more juſt, nor leſs ruinous: and whilſt 
ſuch abſurd pretences as theſe pals current, no 


wonder if Chriftianity languiſh and grow impo- 


tent, want ſtrength to impreſs it ſelf on the lives 


of its profeſſors. The moſt infallible receipt can 
work no cure on him, who upon the ſuſpicion of 
Its bitterneſs, refuſes to taſte it. The moſt excel- 
tent Laws muſt loſe their regulating power, where 


the execution of them is obſtructed ; and we may | 


as reaſonably look for the efficacy of Chriſtianity 
among thoſe who never heard the »awe, as among 
thoſe, whoowning the ame, doyetdiſclaimits 
precepts; and fo all thoſe interpretatively do, 
who by accuſing them of too great rigour, avert 


both themſelves and others trom their Obedi- | 


ENCE. | 

_ THAT the Charge is ſcandalouſly unjuſt 
will appear to any, who ſhall allow themlelves 
the juit means of information ; but alas! the way 


of Proceſs men take in this affair is ſo inequitable 


as certainly preſages the partiality of the ſextence : 
Whit perſon ever was there {o innocent, fo excel- 
lent, "who if arraign'd at the Tribunalof his mor- 
tal enemy, could be acquitted ? Chrift himſelf ſhall 
be pronounced a Blaſphemey, when a Caiphas is to 
examine him : and no wonder if his precepts find 
C RE EL ES + b- eh 8 propor- 
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proportionable dealing ; if they be decried as, - 
poſſible, tyrannical, perhaps ridiculous tao, where 
the (canning of them is referred to thoſe, whole 
intereſt it 1s to defame them. Men enthrone 
their /uſts, ſet them up in the judgmert-ſeat; and 
none can expect they ſhall paſs tuch a ſextexce, as 
ſhall include their own condemnati#p: if they own 
the commandment to be holy, juſt and good, they 
muſt tacitely accuſe themſelves to be impure, an- 
juſt and wicked, and as ſuch to be conſign'd to 
wrath and judgment. | 
HERE then wehave the true account how 
Chriſts commands, *which are in themſelves fo far 
from grievous, have gotten ſounkind a reputation 
among us ; this is fo direc a courſe tor it, that 
we may ceaſe our wozder, though not our grief to 
ſee it ; for we behold them ſtand to the award of 
thoſe with whom they have a profelt enmity : the 
Goal gives ſentence on the Bench; the Bar ar- 
raigns the judgment-ſeat. Certainly when that 
Law which is Spiritual 1s ſubmitted to thearbitre- 
ment of groſs carnality, the Law of liberty 1s tax- 
ed and rated by thoſe worſt bozdmen who are ſold 
under ſin ; *tis impoſſible to find any fairer treat- 
ment. That which comes on purpole to dethrone 
lin, diſpolleſs it of the Empire it has uſurpt, will 
certainly be entertain'd with the ſame exclamari- 
0a the Devils us'd to Chriit, W by art then come #0 
forment us? Butas if this general {ntipathy were 
not enough to aſcertain the reje&ion of Chriſts 
command ; as if the National feud, as I may call 
it, between Heaven and Hell were not thought 
irrecon- 
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when the precepts come to be conlider'd, refer 
each of them ſingle to that parricular Vice to 
which it has the direceſt contrartery. 

THUS when Chriſts command of meekreſs 
and forgiveneſs, of loving enemies, and turning the 
cheek, bearing the Croſs, or ſelf-denial calls for 


audience ; they conſult ( as Rehoboam did with | 


his young hot-{purs) with their anger and malice, 
their rankor and revenge, and they ſoon give 
their Verazi# ; that to be meek 18 to be ſervile, a 
temper fit only for the abject. That to forgive 
enemies 15 a principle of cowardize that would 
emaſculate the world ; to love them piece of 
Spantelike fawning; but to turn the Cheek ; 
not only to hazard, but invite new injuries by 
owning them as benefits; paying bleſſing for 
. curſes, kindneſs and good-turns for hatred. is ſuch 
a ridiculous patience, as mult expoſe to the inſo- 
lence of many, and the ſcorn and deriſion of all 
men. And then the reſo/ution is ready, they will 
be no ſuch fools for Chriſts ſake. So when the 
precept of humility and lowlineſs comes to be 
conſider'd, their Pride is deputed to hear its plea, 
and then though it bring the authority of Chriſts 


example as well as his command, it will be judg'd 


irreconcileable enough, men offer yet harder | 
meaſure, call in the aid of perſoza/quarrels, and | 


- 
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invalid : Chriſt indeed took upon him the form of 4 | 
Servant, andto that, humility was a proportion- | 
able Adjuntt ; but what is that to them whoſe al- | 
piring humour abhors ſubje&tion, 'tis not calcula- | 


ted for their eMeridian, they are of another man- 
ner 
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5 
r ner of Spirit, and would not have it embaſed by 
d | theadmiſſionof ſo mean a quality : and though 
Ji | Chriſt hath put powerty of Spirit among his Beati- 
0 | tudes, they reſolve he ſhall not eninare them 
| withthat ar7jfice ; they will not take his meaſures 
s | of felicity, or reſign that pleaſure they have in 
| valuing themſelves, for any thing he propoſes in 
exchange. In hke manner the precepts of tem- 
perance, ſobriety and chaſtity, are not permit- 
ted to the Judgment of ſober reaſon, nay, nor of 
mere natural deſire ; but to appetites vitiated and 
inflam'd by radicated habits; and then the Glur- 
#92 thinks, toeat moderately, is to be ſtarv'd ; 
and will as ſoon pet a knife, Prov. 23. to his throat, 
in the vulgar {ence of cutting it, as in SoJomors 
notion of reſtraining his excels. Thus the Dr»z- 
kard with his falſe thirſts looks on ſobriety as a 
kind of Hell, where he ſhall want @ drop to cool 
hu tongue, and thinks the abandoning his de- 
baucht jollities is an implicite adieu to all the 
comforts of life. The Uzclcax perſon, when his 
bloud is high, ſcofts at Chaſtity as a religious 
Kind of impotence, and only ſo far conſiders the 
precept of pullizg out the Eye,as to infer that it were 
ascalie literally to part with it, as to reſtrath its 
luſtful range; not look at all, as not look to luſt. 
And proportionably it fares with Charity and 
bounty, which though our Saviour recommend, 
Mammon arraignsof robbery, and ſtigmatizes as 
a Thief that picks the Purſe, and rifles Coffers. 
But amidit all theſe, the taking up the Croſs, ſuffer- 
ang for righteouſneſs ſake, and the dottrine of ſelf-de- 
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zial, fall under the heavieſt prejudice. Theſe 
are oppos'd not by ſome one fingle vice, but the 
confederate arms of all ; even thoſe, whoſe inte- 
reſts are flatly oppoſite, do here unite: Herod 
and Pilate, Sadducees and Phariſees accord againſt 
Chrift, and all are freely ſuffer'd, nay invited to 
exhibit their complaints againſt theſe e Mandates. 
Covetouſzeſs cries out thar this 1s the moſt ruinous 


PRE caſts away ar eſtate in a lump, and | 


ays all open to forfeiture and confiſcation: and 
Prodigality takes it as Ml to, be foreftali'd, and 
have nothing left for it to diſhpate. Prophaneneſs 
avows'a contempt of it as a folly, and moſt open 
madneſs to part with rea! pleaſure for an empty 
name, or profit for that Bankrupt thing call'd 
Conſcience: and Hypocrifie has a more ſeeret ha- 
tred of it, as its detector ; that which will bring 
ttto a Teſt which it cannot paſs. Matice puts in 
a Caveat, that this is to gratife enemies, and 
loſe the ſatisfactions of revenge : and Self-Love 
. puts in another, that 1t ts to deſtroy ones ſelf. 
In ſhort, every {ib of the body of fin diſcharges 
a blow at this innocent and Divine Sanction; as 
if they meant 1t ſhould exemplitie its own do- 


&rine by aſſuming that paſſive temper it recom- 


mends. "I 
_ BUT alas, whocanexpe@ any more apright 
verdicts from ſuch packr, ſuch corrupt Juries, and 
why may not Chriſt be permitted to claim the 
common vezefit of our Laws, to make his chat 
tenge and exceptions againſt this ſo incompererit 
mpancl, *Tis the counſel of the Wiſe man, not 
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to adviſe in common affairs with thoſe whoſe 
tempers may be ſuppos'd to biaſs them; Conſulr 
zot; ſays he, with a coward in matters of War, nor 
with a [luzgard of much buſineſs, Ecclius. 37. 11. and 
ſure if they be ill Counſellors, they muſt be worſe: 
Fudges: but why then do we ſet pride to judge of- 
humility, luſt of purity, coverouſneſs of hbera- 
lity ; and make our vices the arbirrators of thoſe 
Laws which ſhould reſtrain them? This is ſuch 
a groſs joſe as common humanity abhors ; we 
deal by other meaſures with men, the moſt noto- 
rious and flagitious criminals, and reſerye this 
way of procels for thoſe things only wherein our 
God may beconcern'd. 'Tis a ſevere exprobrati- 
onof a prophane people, Malach. 1. 8. where God 
accuſes them for treating him with leſs reverence 
than they would do a mortal Prince, Offer zt 


now tothy Prince: butalas! we ſhall force hint 


to deſcend far lower in his expoſtulation, ſo far 
weare from paying him the duty and regard be- 
longing to a Prince, that we yield him not the 
rights of comp men; force him to ſtand to thoſe 
meaſures which we think too unequitable to 
preſs upon a murderer, a thief, or rebel at the 

Bar... | | 
BUT this waving of common rules is a plain 
confeſſion that we need more indulgence, than 
thoſe will allow : When mens /«ſfs thus uſurp 
the Tribunal, and judge in their own caule, 'tis 2 
palpable diſcovery they dare not remit .them- 
ſelves to any more equal determination., . And inr- 
deed 1n this point-of their intereſt, they pals 4 
F right 
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right judgment: for 'tis certain were the caſe re- 
ferr'd to any competent Judge, indeed ro ary but 
themſctves, they would inevitably be caft; and 
fure 'tis high time that ſome ſhould aflift oppreft 
vertue mm its appeal ; find it out ſome Conrt of 
equity where its plea may be heard: andyye need 
not travel far for that purpoſe, every man may 
do it in his own breaſt, where in his little Comm- 
mon-wealth he ſhall find a Cort of Gods ereting : 
Tet him but draw the Caufe hither, difculs the 
matter in his own conſcience ; and he will ſoon 
find the former unrighteous ſentences revers'd : 
tet him but ſeriouſly refle&t on his v10/a7ions of 
thoſe ſacred Precepts of Chriſt; and obſerve 
what a #izg and ſecret remorſe every ſuch breach 
teaves within him : and that will be a competent 
atteſtation of the eqzity and obligingnels of thoſe 
Mandates : for from whence elte can the regret 
ariſe ? Thoſe things that are either impoſſible in 
their nature, or unconcerning to us cannot beget 
it. Noman accuſes himſelf for not flying in the 
#ir, or walking upon the watery ; nor owns him- 
ſelf guilty in the non-obſervance of any Laws, but 
ſuch as have power tooblige him: and therefore 
theſe cloſe pangs and checks of Conſcience are an 
irrefragable evidence, that men do 7wardly afſent 
to the juſtice and authority of thoſe divine res, 
which their a&jons, yea often their words too, do 
moſt oppugn. | | be 

BUT over and above the throws and after- 
pains of conſcience, when fin is brought forth, the 
telt-accuſation of the Criminal, when -none be: 
| | {ide 
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fide controuls, y many flatter and commend z 
I fay beyond this ſecondary and reflext 4pologze, 
for Chriſfts Law owed to the foregoing prevari- 
cation of it ; there is an early and immediate ver- 
aid paſt in its behalf, in the eſteem and liking 
which thoſe documents command, where e're 
they paſs: cteating an aſſent and veneration not 
only when obey'd, but from profeſt deſpiſers 
who cannot chuſe but think well of that vertue 
they deſert, and the neceſſity of their affairs com- 
pel them to ſpeak ill of. An event vi//z inthe 
condemnation of our Saviour, where the Fudze 
whogave ſentence againſt him, at the ſame mo- 
ment waſht his hands, and opealy profeſt, he found 

no fault in him, | 
AND indeed this very refle&ion oh the 4s- 
thor of theſe precepts, if well confider'd, would 
ſuperſede all other arguments. The Mandates 
of the Goſpel on this one ſcore, that they are 
Chriſts, are certaihly both pure in themſelves, 
and prſſ;ble tous: and ſo moſt worthy not only 
of all obedience, but all ove too. He who 15 
our Lord upon both the titles of Creation and Re- 
demption, may certainly with all xp impoſe 
what laws he pleaſes on us. Yet he, who laid 
down his life fot the redemption of the tran(- 
greſfſions which were under the firſt Teſtament, 
cannot be-imagin'd ſo inconliderate of obr frail- 
ty which himſelf had ſmarted for, as to intro- 
duce another of equal rigour, or be ſo prodigal of 
his bloud, as to pour it out for thoſe who by a 
new fet of impoſſible commands ſhould infall:- 
F 2, bly 
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bly reforfeit chemſelves again: and if this cannot 
be tuppos'd, the contrary may be concluded, that 
he hath fo far .condeſcended to our imbecillity, 
as not to preſcribe us any thing which he cicher 
finds or makes us not able to perform. "Tis true 
indeed, his Laws are aboye the reach of our cor- 
rupt anddebaſed zature; and they were unſit to 
be his, were they not ſo: but wheu he by his 
grace offers to Elevate and refine this nature, 
bring it upto the pitch and purity of thoſe Laws, 
this 15 a far greater mercy than if he had deſcended 
to our corruption ; ſo he might have contamina- 
ted himſelf, given laws unworthy of him : But 
alas! what advantage would it be to us, to have 
the Blaſphemy mention'd, Pſal. 50. ſo verified, 
to have our God 1n this ſence, ſuch 4 one as onr 
ſelves? But by this other Method he purifies, and 
exalts us ; puts usin a capacity of betng. like unto 
him, in which is ſumm'd up at once, all both ver- 

tue and felicity, | 
' AND onthisglorious exd, every particular 
command of his has 2 dire& aſpet, every one of 
mem tending to- 7e-impreſs on us ſome part of 
that divine zmage which was raz'd out by the firſt 
fin: andthis one would think enough to recom- 
- mend them to our higheſt value. Certainly, if 
Conſcience may be Fuage, it will be ſo: there be- 
ing in this caſe no middle between devout reve- 
rence, and horrid blaſphemy ; for he that de- 
fpiſes {uch an _aſmilation, ruſt neceſſarily allo 
deſpiſe him: who is ſo reſembled: he who thinks 
meeknels, purity, humility, &c, nunamiable qua- 
| ies 
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lities, can have httle eſteem for him, in whom 
they are tranſcendently eminent, but will take the 
Prophet at his word, and ſay, There is no form nor 
comelineſs in him, Eſ. 53. But this ſure can ne- 
ver be the Verdi of Conſcience ; he that can 
thus proounce, muſt beſuppos'd to have ſuppreſt 
and ſilencd that. It being one of the moſt inde- 
leble notzons there, that all that is iz God, is ſub- 
limely excellent, But becaule tis indeed too poſ- 
fiblethat Conſcience may be put under ſuch an 
undue reſtraint, fuffer the violence of a Priſozer, 
when it ſhould ſuſtain the place of a Faage : be- 
cauſe many men dare not permit their conſciences 
to ſpeak, eſt they ſhould ſay more than they are 
willing to hear. And laſtly, ſince theſe perſons 
make their appeal to reaſon, pretend the aids, 


and boaſt in the advantages of that, it may not 


be amiſs to bring the Caſe unto that Bar, whoſe 
Empire and Authority none muſt diſclaim thar 
own the Style, and leaſt of all choſe Scepricks in 
Religion with whom we have to do ; who will 
allow of no conviction but from it. 

- AND Goa, who, asthe Apoſtle ſays, /zaves 
not himſelf without witneſs, has ſo temper'd and 
diſpos'd his Precepts as to qualifie them to paſs 
even this Teſt alſo, they being not the contrads 
cons but improvements of natural Reaſon: and 
ſo moſt apt to recommend themſelves to all that 
1s May, not Brute about us. Indeed they have 
the very ſame aim and deſign with that. Ithas 
ever been the grand buſineſs of ſober reaſox firſt 
to diſcover, and then to attain that eve ſupreme 
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goed, which would give reſt and felicity to the 
ſoul: 1n this inquiſition have the Philoſophers and 
greateſt Maſters of Reaſon, laid out their moſt 
terious ſtudies and deepeſt contemplations; and 


in their indefatigable purſuits ſeem joyntly to ſigh © 


out {4via's queition, Who will ſhew us any good ? 
And now the Geſpel comes a ſolution of this ſo 
important a Query, brings theſe glad tidings of 
Joy toall people, and that not only in its credexaa, 
by informing us what that good 15; byt in its 
agendas too, by tracing us out the way to it ; 
beating us a path which will certainly lead us to 
that ſwmmun bonum which our very nature im- 
plicitly gaſps after : and ſure reaſon can never 
jar with his, which comes thus as a happy Auxi- 
tiary to ſuccpur its impotence: as an infallible 
guide tq condut its ſteps: and as a glorious Hhebt 
togive it aclear view. of what it before OE 
groped after. *Tis a certain Indication of wad- 
weſs, to tear and miſchief thoſe things that would 
þe uſeful to us, to curſe and revile a friend, or 
fly in the face of thoſe whoſe charity brings 
themto.our aid-; and therefore 'tis moſt evident 
that | xeaſex muſt firſt ceaſe to be reaſon, and 
commence phrenzy, before 'tis poſſible iy can (et 
i {elf indefiance of thoſe Laws of Chriſt, which 
are thus accommodated to its greateft Inte- 


xefts. 

-AND asthe accord is thus obſervable in the 
aiingare, (0: 1s it in. the intermediate delign allo. 
Reeſor bad by its twilight difcern'd, that that So- 
veraign &6@{r 1c 4im'dat, would never be hit by 
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an unſteady hand ; by him who was perpetuall 

tolſed and a_ by his turbulent 24.5 a4 
appetites. Therefore young men, yet in the 
heat and ferment of their bloud were ſolemnly 
proſcrib'd and baniſht from the Schools and Le- 
tures of Philoſophy ; therefore luſtrations and 
Catharticks of the mind were ſought for, and all 
endeavour us'd to calm and regulate the fury, if 
not extirpate ( which ſome contended for) the ve- 
ry being of the Paſſions: that ſo a preparation 
might be made, firſt for the knowledge, and then 
the attainment of felicity : Now the {a 
cepts have viſibly the ſame exd and purpole : eve- 
ry one of them exprelly ſingling oyt ſome irre- 
gular affection to combate and tubdue : ſo that 
right reaſon and theyare evidently of a Se& and 
Party, inſomuch that ſeveral of the ancienteſt 
Fathers of the Church attributed the excellent 
documents of Heathen Philoſophers to the Divine 
a5yG-, the reaſon and eſſential Word of God which 
after was incarnate upon earth; and brought 
auxiliary ſtrengths of grace, to aid the weakneiles 


of zature. The bleſſed Jeſus whole bare word 
checkt the Sea inits higheſt fury, and by that Mi- 
racle atteſted his Divinity ; as much exerts him- 
ſelf in ſilencing the louder Tempeſts, and calming 
the inteſtine ſtorms within our breaſts. And cer- 
tainly re4ſox will notquarrel to have been thus re- 
liev'd, it being the property only of proud folly to 
chuſe rather to /oſe a viRory, thanove it toghe aid 
of an Allie, | 
FR OM this general view, it were eaſie to 
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deſcend to obſerve the exact concurrence of parti» | ſc 
culars. - God loves 4 reaſonable ſervice, and has | kn 


| ſo-temper'd his commands, that every” Ac of | fur 
obedience we perform-may be ſo qualified, and | 
gain unto its votaries the E/ogium- promis'd in | mm 
the Law ofeMoſes, Deut. 4. 9. Surely this © | ev 


is 4 wiſe and underſtznding People, And firſt that | pr 
the eommand of NMieekpeſs is a moſt rational Pre- | ve 
cept,can never be.doubted by any,who remember | ti 
-but the common definition of 4zger,. that it is | ly 
Furor brevis, and {ure 'tis very reaſonable not to | th 
-be mad ; and he that has obſerv'd the unmanly ſh 
tranſportations of that wild paſſion, how that ol 
the firſt violence it offers is to the man within ſt 
him,” will certainly think it the intereſt, not only |} 1t 
of this Religion, but common prudence, and right | ri 
Reaſon to ſuppreſs. it. And the like is to be laid | FP 
.ofthe more: ſolemn Phrenzy of deep malice and b1 


 deliberate' Revenge, where the fury wants the 
: allay- of being. tranſient and ſhort-liv:d, is em- 
: bodied.into Complexion and temper, and grows 
inveterate into dlature. Arger indeed is'a fire, 
.and he that touches it though but lightly, will 
- find it ſcorch him : + but the Malicious lays hiraſelf 
-asS 1t:were: to 7oaft at it ;' prolongs and ſpins out 
. his own: Tormert, as if he'meant to anticipate his 
- puniſhment 10 his very crime, and commence his 
- Hell here, in unquenchable fire. Truly no ſin does 
more repreſent that ſtate of horror to which'it 
: tends ; -1t: gives .a.man. not only. a certain z:t/e, 
but an ample earneſt, pays him part in hand of 
 thaſe diſmal wages. This was ſo well under- 
Fe EE 3 int +: Shod 
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ſtood even by the Hearhens, that welſee the Poets 
knew nat how more emphatically to deſcribe the 
future zorment of an envious and maliciqus per- 
ſon, than by the repreſentation of his ſix. Pro 
methens's Vulture begins her quarry in this life ; 
every malignant thought, every ſpightful wiſÞ 
preys upon his heart that harbours 1t: every re- 
vengeful projet puts him in the pangs of labour 
till ir be brought forth; and when 1t is,it common- 
ly rebounds io miſchievouſly upon the Parent, 
that the birth ſeems like that of 4grippina, when 
ſhe bare Nerothat murder'd her. And ſurely not 
only reaſon, but common ſexſe will ſay this is 2 
ſtate to be deteſted, and conſequently muſt give 
its ſuffrage to thaſe Laws of Meekneſs and Cha- 
rity, which are the only expedients to prevent it. 
Peace 1s deſervedly reckon'd among the higheſt 
bleſſings of Communities, and ſure it has a pro- 
portionable value,in every ſingle member of thoſe 
greater badies, it being that which is indiſpenſa- 
bly requiſite to the enjoying of any other good. 

A War we know interrupts at once all the profits 
and pleaſures of a Nation: and this hoſtile tem- 
per 1na mans mind does the very ſame, and like 
Choler in the ſtomach, takes off all gu! of the 
moſt delightful things, and ſo becomes a Hell in 


the pxna damni,as well as that of Sexſe : and then 


how abſurd an impatience is it, for men to think 


every the ſlighteſt injury ' from another inſup- 
portable, and yet heap ſuch heavy preſſures up- 
-on themſelves; like froward Children roar out 
hor ' the leaſt touch from another hand, yer 


knock 
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knock and batter themſefves without complaint; | j 
as if their only contention were, that they may be | cat 
the ſole Authors of their own calamity. ' be 

that which adds yet more, if it be poſſible to add | 
toſo vaſt a folly, is, that revenge never repairs 
any Injary; If1 have been reproacht or defam'd, 
*tisnot the wounding of my enemies body that 
will heal my fame ; I may by that means help tg 
ſpread the Libel by inviting many to enquirg 
the cauſe of our "—_—_ but that 15 no Medium 
to prove him a ſlanderer, the world being tog 
well acquainted with the nature of revenge ta | j 
imagine it an argument of his innocency that 
aQs it : ſofar it is from being ſuch, that it gives 
2 moſt violent preſumption of guilt, according 
to that notable obfervatios of the Hiftorian, Con: 
witia ſpreta exoteſcant, fi —_ agnita videntur, 
In like manner ſuppoſe me hurt in my body, 7+ 
zaliation brings no balm to my foxes: my pains |. n 
abate not by his having the like or greater; nor 
would my Wounds feſter the. /eſs though his 
ſhould ganyrexe. Soif I amendammag'd in my 
goods, I may contrive to repay him that ill turn, 
and yet not recover my own loſs ; and generally 
the Gighrful ſpoils that are made, are of that nx 
ture. *Tis true, the Law may in ſame caſes re- 
pair the injur'd perſon ; but then thatis owing to 
the Juſtice of the Law, not to the malice of the | 
Plaintiff: for he that ſues upon the naked intut | 
tion of recovering his r:24r, without any aſpet | 
_ of reveaze onthe invader, has as fully the benefit | 
of the Law ( and indeed none can innocently have | 


| 
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it otherwiſe ) and then to what ſerves the vindi- 
cative humour, what increment or advantage can 
the ſuperadditjon of his revenge bring him in ? 
Tis fare in all theſe inſtances jt often does the 
quite contrary ; plunges hi in farther troubles 
and dangers, and when all this is confider'd, we 
may certainly pronounce Cbriſts precept of 


| Meeknels partakes as well of the Serpent as the 


Dove, is as well prudent as ixnocent: nor is this 
Concluſion at all ſhaken by that Q&jeion which 
men make from the danger of inviting more 1n- 
juriesand affronts by this tameneſs: for firſt ſup 

poſe there were truth in it; that hazard could 
not balance the many certain miſchiefs which 
have been evinc'd Ante to follow the con- 
trary temper : and it were certainly leſs penal tq 
endure multitudes of light and tranſient Abuſes, 
than thoſe far more unealle ways of zedreſs, which 


. mens revenges ſuggeſt ta them: and then "twill 


be perfectly reaſonable, of theſe two evils to chuſe 
the-leſs. As for the greater and more important 
violations, there are legal ways which may prove - 
redreſs in ſome caſes, or prevention in others; 
He that is flanderedor impoveriſhed, may take 2 
cqurſe to clear his Innocence, or recover hus goods : 
he that is hurt or maim'd, though he is uncapable 
of reparations, yet the law provides for lus fy- 


| ture ſecurity, by awarding {uch penalties, as may 
| diſcourage the fender from repearing the w4o- 
| lence: And tothele aids, a man, may reſort with 
| theſe Proviſo's, firſt, that he abſtraet from all de- 
| ligngf revenge; and ſecondly, that the matter be 


of 
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of weight ; and certainly he that by theſe /epd 
means cannot be ſecur'd, can be much leſs fo 


any private attempt of his own : For he that de} 
ſpiſeth the coercive power of Laws, will mud} | 
more contemn the exmity of a ſingle perſon. The| 


only difficulty in this caſe is, when a ſtate isin 
ſuch a confuſion that there is no lawful Judicgture 


to appeal to; but that implies ſo many ſadder| 
miſertes, than the want of ſuch a redrej} 


amounts to, that every man 'may patiently 
enough caſt this into the heap of greater evils; 
and not conſider that one preſſure, when {o much 
weightier calamity exacts his grief: But ſure the| 


ſuſpenſion of Law in this particular dees no mor} 


qualifie a private perſon to be his own Revenger, 


than it inveſts him in _ other part of Authority;| 


and he may with as good right place himſelf on 
the Bench, and become a Fuage in other mens 
cauſes, - as thus become both Fudge and Executis 
ner in his own. 

* BUT in the /sf place, the ground of this ob- 
jetion ſeems weak and ſandy ; for that meeknel 
15 not the way to expoſe a man, generally ſpeak: 
ing, to more ſuffering: 'tis poſſible indeed 
through the barbarity of ſome few inſulting « 
wards, wholove to vapour good cheap, that they 
may trample on thoſe who give leaſt reſiſtance; 
bur this is not the common bent of humane Nu | 


Chap:;| 


ture,” (which ought to be the meaſure in this] 
caſe ) we find men uſually exaſperated by oppuſt 
tion, whoarecalm'd and appeas'd by gentleneſs. 
Axzer is not of the nature of that monſtrous =" 
2h athes ac ortlig hs 
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the Hiforian tells us of , which »othing but blows 
could extinguiſh. Tx is the obſervation of the wi- 
{eſt of Men, that « ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath, 
and mens paſſions are like bullets which batter 
the walls which ſtand inflexible, but fall harm- 
lefly into Wool or Feathers; and ] doubt not 
common experience will atteſt it, that none do 


generally fall under fewer of theſe ſtorms than 
they, whoare thus prepar'd to bear them. Let 
' ameek and an angry perſon caſt up their Ac- 
| counts together, and compare the number of af- 
{ fronts and contumelies they have met with, and I 


believe the odds will be as great, as between Saxls 


| thouſands and Davids ten thouſands. *Tis cer- 


tain that the return made to the firſt injury pro- 


| yokes a new one; men being ſo partial to them- 


ſelves, that he who receivesa harm by way of re- 


taliation, never reflets on his own firſt guilt, 


but looks on it as a naked jury, and fo purſues 
his Revenge, which has again the ſame efte& on 
the other, and ſo this wi/d-fire runs round, till it 
have ſetallin a flame ; made the ſaddeſt vaſtati- 
ons, not only in mens 22izds, but their outward 
concernments too, in the many fatal outrages, 
which theſe eager contentions occaſion, all which 
would be avoided by a meek diſregard of the- firſt 
provocation: So that although ſome injuries may 
fall upon the Paſſive man, yet infallibly there 
would be no broils and quarrels, which are alone 


| the great accumulators and multipliers of inju- 


ries; which alone demonſtrates how unjuſtly 
meekneſs 1s charg'd with ſo much as an accidental 
produdtt- 
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oduaionofthem ; and vindicates that precept of 
Ghrift which has fallen under fo much, not only 
64vil but ſcors ; it appearing that to abſtain from 
fevenge, and refer the hazards of that to Gods 
providence ( which is the importaiice of his com- 
frand to twrp the cheek ) is the greateſt even moral 
ſeeur ity againſt vieleuce, and fo approves our Luy- 


##ver ( ifithis fo decried particular ) to be as well 
the wonderful Counſellor, as the Prince of Peace, 
IN the next place, if we weigh the precept of 
humility and lowlineſs in the 4a/arce of ſober dif 
courſe, we ſhall certainly find it hold a juſt weight, 
Indeed pride is nothing but deceit, a mere cheit 
and dehufion, and fo every man can diſcern itin| 
another, we there are able to trace the windings} 
of this Serpert, and ſay this man thinks himſelf] 
more wiſe, this more learned, a third more holy 
than he is: yetalas! in our own breaſts wedit| 
cn not the Abuſe, ſuffer him to perſwade #s what 
he but promis'd to our firſt Parents, that we ares 
Gods, fornething ſo ſuper-excellent, that all muſt 
. Yeverence and adore: And herein we take him 
 athis word, never ſuſpe& theſe glorious Attre 
butions may be no more than complement or Flit 
_ teiy; or what is no lefs obvious, der/fon and 

feorn. Toa conſidering man *twoutd be a ſhrewd 
preſumption againſt whatever pride ſuggeſts, that 


tis attended always by ſelf-love, which is, asit| 


were, the common Setter toall thoſe cheats which! 
circurtivent and fool us : But there want riot alſo] 
More convincing proofs of its deceit and unſincert 
ty. Whene're we overweer and believe wellot 

out 
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our ſelves, it is in contemplation of ſore 1agt 
nary or elſe real good ; ſomewhat a Man has not, 


| or ſomewhat that he has: If we doit uponthe 


former account, that is undeniably a groſs deinſe- 
on; a kind of deceprtioviſus, a filling the Eye with 
phantaſtick Aerial Images, which have no ſolid 
Being : And God knows, ſuch Phaſmes,ſuch Ap- 
paritions are molt of thoſe excellexcies which men 
applaud in themſelves ; rhings conjur'd up by the 
Magick of a ſtrong imagination, and are only 
feen within that Circle in which the E-chanter 


| ſtands: And though Satay be the grand eMaſter 
| of this black Art, yet his Papils are now grown {0 


dexterous, that he ſeldom needs to be call'd in 
our own partialities and fondneffes to our ſelves, 


are abundantlyſufficient for the purpoſe. But if 


in the ſecond place we ſuppoſe the things to be 7# 
ally exiſtent in us, yet pride runs us upon an her 
error no leſs dangerous than the former, for it be- 
trays us to miſtake the true 9wxer of them, em- 
boldens us to ſet our own mark upon thoſe rich 
Wares, in whoſe acqueſt we have not been fo 
much as Fatfors ; God is the one great Author 
and Proprietor of all that is or can be valuable in 
us ; to his Providence or his Grace we owe all the 
accompliſhment of our outward or inward man, 
and though he allows us the «ſe and benefit of 
them, yet the glory is a ſpecial royalty which 
( as the Gold or Silver Mines of 'a Nation ) is re- 
ſerved to-his Crows, an incommunicablepiece of 
his Regatity, And how wofully does our pride 
befool us, when it brings us in ſuch falſe I=verrr- 

Yies 
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7iesof our goods, makes us dream our ſelves rich, | 
by anothers wealth ; like children that call. every | 


thing theirs which looks ſplendidly, or the mad Athe- 
zian celebrated by Horace for his happy phrenſie, 


TT NE” 


that reſolu'd all the Ships and Wares his own that. 
came into the Cities harbour: But how more ſadly | 
does it betray us, ”when it thus puts us upon the | 
invaſion of his propriety, who 15 not as the 1mpo- | 
tent eMozxarchs of the Earth, unable to aſſert his | 


own rizhts, but can certainly vzndicate himſelfto 
our confuſion, againſt whom no rebellion can be 
any longer proſperous than he willingly permits 
it, and who has ſolemnly avowed he wil not give 
his glory to another : And when our pride makes 


us thus both ridiculous and miſerable, whea it | 


ſeduces us not only into the folly of childrez and | 
extravagancies of L«xaticks, but at once-into the | 
bold, and puniſhment of improſperous | 


guilt of 
rebels: Certainly reaſon can never become its 
Advocate, or put in any demur to that ſentence 
which excludes fo treacherous a gueſt out of mens 
hearts ; which is the ſole aim of thoſe laws of hu- 
mility which Chriſt has given us. 

NOR will the Precepts of temperance and 
pwrity find any worſe doom at this Bar, the con 
trary vzces being ſuch indignities and contumelies 


unto humane nature, as can never find any cour- | 


4” 


tenance from this Supreme part of it: *Tis the | 
prerogative of our Reaſon, that it diſcriminates | 


us from, and elevates us above beaſts: Nor canit-| 


ever be brought to reſign this ſo glorious a privt 


ledge, aſſent to the admiſſion of thoſe brutiſhap- 
petites 
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petites which would uyer-run the Sol, levelits 
ſuperior with its znferiox faculties ; confound the 
diſtinction of rational and ſenſitive, and in 2 
word, render the. Beaſt fo ravenous as to eat up 
the May, Yer thas 1t 1s In thole fordid Sins of 
intemperance and nncleanneſs, unleſs perhaps they 
are ſo much worſe than be/tial that I wrong the 
generality of the Brutes in the compariſon, it be- 
ing only tome few of them, the very heasts of the 
Beaſts that are guilty of any ſuch exceſſes ; for 
generally their appetites do not tranſgreis the re 
gular ends of nature, they know no ſuch diſeaſe 
as ſurfeiting, but eat to ſatisfie hunger, and 
couple at ſuch ſeaſons as beſt tend to preſerve 
their kind ; and then 'tis to be conſider'd, how 
baſe, how degexerous a deſcent it is for us to 
ſtoop, not only below our ow- nature, but thezrs 3 
what a ſo/itude theſe vices reduce us to, that not 
{o much as the nobler ſort of beaſts will bear us 


| company ; we mult wander upon the »2ountains to 


court a Goat, we mult rake the »2zre to find a 
Swize, before we can furnith our ſelves with any 
aſſociates: And ſure all this ſo open an hoſtiliry 
againſt Reaſon, that it can by no means be her 
zntereft toabet it. Ask her whether ſhe v 011d be 
prest to death with lads of meat, whether the 
would be drows'd in flouds of drink, whether ſhe 
would be ſuffocated with the woiſome vapours of p#- 
trefaction and rottenneſs, and the azſwer ſhe gives 
to theſe tells you her ſence of GUurtony, Drunken 
neſs and Uncleanneſs: Alas! the ſyfters fromthem 
the moſt barbarous outrages, is invaded not only 

| in 
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in her asthority, but her very bezng, and therefore 
even uponthe ſo celebrated principle of ſelf-pre- 
ſervation, muſt muſter all her forces to vindicate | 
the injury and defend her (elf. And then certain- 
ly Chriſt's commands of fobriety and purity muſt ' 
needs be entertain'd with all a/acrity and g/aaneſs, 
as an acceſſion of Frength to her party, an aiato | 
affiſt her in that juſt and neceffary War. | 
AND as rezſoz thus pronounces againſt the | 
fins of the fleſh, fo in the next place does it cer- | 
tainly againſt thoſe of the world, eMammon 
himſelf will not be able to bribe this Fadge, but | 
when Chriſts precept of Charity and liberaliry 
comes before this tribunal, it will infallibly be | 
not only acquitted but magnified and applauded, | 
be call'd from the Bay to the Bexch, Commiſſon- | 
ed like the Fews, Heſft. 9. To beay rule over them | 
that hated them, to diſlipate at once the wealth | 
and the covetouſneſs of the wordl/ing ; have the 
keys put into his hand ; that it may have free ac- 
cels to his Coffers; this certainly muſt be the | 
event of this trial, for 'tis confeffedly the part of 
reaſon to aiſpoſe every thing to thoſe uſes which 
are moſt proper and advantageous, ſuch as may 
bring in moſt real benefit to the owner. Now 
what other employment of wealth is there ( after 
_ competent accommodations are provided) which | 
can contribute to a mans em If it be laid | 
out like the rich ans in the Goſpel 4» deliciow | 
fare, or —_— and fine Linxen; certainly it | 
makes no leaft approach towards it. Firſt, for 
exceſſive Fare, it a man be not exceſſve too in the 
eating» 
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eating, what does he enjoy of it? Meat has nona- 
taral propriety to the eye, and canmake no im- 
preffions of pleaſure there; but ifhe be voracious 
and intemperate, 'tis then ſo far from making 
tim happy, that it dejets him into the fortorn cons 
dition, even now mentioned, ſets him at odds 
with his reaſon, his very manhood, nay, I may 
add with his very ſexſe too; thediſplacencies that 
he receives by the conſequencies of his exceſs, far 
out-weighing all that is grateful in it.. This is 
well deicrib'd by the Wiſe men, Ecclus. 3T. 19. 
AS for the gayery of apparel, that can never in 
ſober judging be thought any advarrage ; 'tis that 
which only yourh and folly purs a value upon,” and 
as we out-grow the one, ſo do we the other: All 
that is convenient in Cloaths isas well, nay, bet- | 
ter provided for without it: A rh ſuit 15 only 
heavier, not warmer than a plain'; andit is4 kind 


of prodigy to ſee how heavily vanity, which isin 
x ſelf ſo /ighr, firsupon' ſome men; whorare'con- 


tent even to make themſelves Porrers, ſo their 
Tailors may lay onthe barthen: And thus in many 


_ other inſtances the fineneſs of Cloaths deſtroys the 


eaſe, ſo that it often helps men'to pain, but can 
never rid them of any; the _ may be languiſh- 
ing. and infirm under the moſt {pleridid cover : 
Heyods royal apparel ſecures him not from being 
eaten with worms ; and Lazarus his Hicers would 


have been never theleſs paifal, though'rhey had 
been wrap? in Dives his fine Linney: 


OR itthe wealth be laid out on any other part 
of :hat the wotld'calls greatneſs, as ati honourable 
GS retinue, 
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retinue, Troops of attendance, and the like; the 
return will be no leſs empty: Multitudes of un- 
profitable ſervants being agreat burther, but no 
degree of advantage. Alas! does my meat reliſh 
ever the better, becauſe my zable 1s ſurrounded 
with waiters? Or when I go out, does my 774% 
. © of followers make the Air the more refreſhing to me, 
does not rather the 4ſt they raile make it /eſs, 
annoy and ſtifle me ? As for matter of buſineſs,the 
number of [ſervants tends rather to hizder than 
advance wt; daily experience atteſting, that in 
crouds of domeſticks every one of them thinks his 
idleneſs will be hid: the care of 4o/zg and the 
ewlt of omitting 15 transferr'd from one to ano- 
ther, and none has any wore, a. than how 
he may q#i# hunſelf exther of the 4rther or the 
| lame ; 1othat upon the final account all that ac- 
crues to a Maſter by the greatneſs of his family is 
the encreaſe of his care in the regiment of it: A 
great deal of vigilance and circumſpection being 
requir'd to keep it in any tolerable order, and if it 
be not fo kept, his Houſe becomes a wilderneſs, 
and himſelf a prey to the Beaſts he feeds: The li- 
centiouſneſs of the Servant redounding more ways 
than one to the damage of the Maſter. 

IF weſhould now proceed more minutely to 
every other ſingle :xpence which vanity and pride 
fuggeſts, we ſhould certainly find the like ſuc- 
cels of our inqueſt ; nothing of real felicity, but 
on the contrary the vazity ſo interwoven and in- 
corporate with vexatior of Spirit, that 'tis impol- 
ible to ſever them : So that thus toemploy _ 

| riches 
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riches is rather to ſuffer than exjoy them ; but if 
we ſuppoſe a man on the other ſide ſuch a Reverer 
of his wealth, that he dares not employ it at all, un- 
leſs it be at the bazk, for the bringing in of more, 
that keeps it as men do beaſts relerv'd for breed, 
manumit them from all work but that of propa- 
gation. Such a perſon is ſurely of all others the 
tartheſt from recerving any advantage by it: he 
converts it from a ſervazxtinto a tyrant, and fad 
experience ſhews us the calamity of ſuch a tranſ- 
.mutation. It has been always held the ſevereſ# 
treatment of ſlaves and Malefattors damnare ad 
Metalla, force themto dig in Mines ; now this 
is the covetonus mans lot, from which he is never 
toexpetta releaſe, as being his own wremorſeleſs 
and more than Egyptian task-maſter : and the pa- 
rallel holds too, in the gainlefnels as well as la- 
boriouſneſs ofthe work ; Thoſe wretched crea- 
t#res buried in earth and darkneſs were never the 
richer for all the Ore they digg'd, no more is the 
inſatiate Miſer, he has no power to diſpoſe of any 
of his acqueſts ; and though he calls them 47s, yer 
alas he poſſeſſes them no otherwiſe than a priſox- 
er does his Goal, a Mad-may his chains, they are 
only inſtruments of his thraldom, and the getting 
more ſerves only to add more weight to his 
Shackles; and certainly wea/th can be no way 
bet ug difpos'd, than thus to buy fo baſe a ſerv:- 
F1ae. 

AND now fince neither the /#x»rios ſpend- 
ing, nor the covetous keeping can advaxtage us 
one ſtep towards any thing that can be call'd 

| G 3 happy ; 
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happy ; but do on the contrary engage us upon toil 
and miſery : Wealth (cems to be a very oppreflive 
barthen, fach as wecan neither caft off, nor ſafely 
bear ; and truly ſoit is-till charity comes 1n to our 
Aid ; which as the proper element of wealth, ren- 
ders that /ight which gravitates elewhere, and 


as the Elixir unto eMerals transfarms thera 1nto 


Gold, ſtaraps purity and price upon them : by free- 
ly giving, endows the donor with whatever he 
bettows ; enriches 4/2, and what 1s more, enrich- 


es wee{th it (elf. Without this art of ſing, and. 


dupoſing our eſtates, we are thoſe Indians who 
change thejr Gald for Glaſs: that ſilly F;ſher-ran, 
who having found a maſs of Ambergreece, em- 


ployed it to the /iquoring of his Boots ; are fooliſh 


tothe height of Mzd445 in the Fable ; who being 
promis'd to have what ever he would wif, made 
his demayd that eyery thing he toucht might pre- 
ſently be Gold, and run the hazard that he did of 
being #4rv'd by our unhappy affluence: Men 
ſay indeed that Gold by preparation becomes a 
ſoveraign cordial, but certainly it never does rex 
joycethe heart ſomuch as when Charity is the 
Chymiſt ; the Poor mens hand 1s the beſt Limbeck 

toextraitthis Magiftery and riniFure, the flames 
of love will really perform thoſe miracles, they of 

the Furnace boaſt of ; and would they employ 

themſelves in this /aboratory, they would "= the 

omnipotent efficacy they dream of, ſooner in this 

way of diſjpating, than in all their arts, or rather 

Fancies of generating Gold. *Tis certainly a 

moſt generous and enlivening' pleaſure _— » 
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ſults from a ſeaſonable liberality: When I ſee a 
man ſtrugling with waz, his very ſpirit as well 
as body itooping under the preſſure ; ifI then 
relieve him, the humane nature within me which 
is common to us both, does by a kind of Sympa- 
thetick motion exult and raiſe up it ſelf, bur if 1 
have any p#ety that muſt do it much more ; for as 
the former ſhew'd me my own image in my poor 
brother, ſo this ſhews me Gods ; and how tran- 
ſcendent a ſatisfation muſt it be, to have thug 
reſcued him who bears ſo divine an impreſs, to 
haye paid ſome part of gratitude to my Creator for 
my own being, by making my felt in my low 
ſphere the giver or preſerver of that life, which 
he firſt breathed 1nto another ? This, and this only 
is the way to raiſe a fe/icity out of wealth ; and 
{upely ſince the attaining of happineſs is the one 
grand purſuit of our reaſon, that mnt eyen before 
it has ſubjected it ſelf to the faith of Chriſt, give 
aſſent to the pradence of his Command in this as 
well as the former inſtances. 

BUT there remains a precept of our Sav#- 
ours allied to this ; which ſeems by no means to 
comport and hold a correſpondence with the dictates 
of right reaſon ; the taking up the Croſs, and ſuf- 
firing for righteouſneſs ſake ; which contradicts 


e fundamental law of ſelfpreſeryation, and 
the great end of being, felicity and happineſs. 
But this ſwggeſtion, how ſpecious ſoever it appear, 
1s utterly fallacious ; for 'tis no good conſequence, 
that becauſe zeſon aims at our being happy, 
therefore it forbids us all voluntary ſufferings, fince 
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that the caſe may be lo ſet, that ſuch a ſuffering 
may be the fairef! medium left us to our happineſs. 
"Tis a known rule, that of two evils the — i is to 
| be' chiſen;, and the ele&ion of the leſler 111, 
though it be no abſolute, yet is a comparative 
g00d ; andits attainment os, far as the neceſſity of 
our affairs permit, 1s our Ne/zcity: and reaſon 
can provide no farther. Now this 1s the eſtate 
of the preſent inſtance: ?wo evih are propos'd, a 
zatural and a moral ; the Natural, though in its 
ſelf to be aver:ed, yet much infervgr to the Mo- 
ral, and then reaſoz ſoon reſolves Dilemma, 
that the matural 7s to be choſen: All that can be 
queſtion'd in this affair, 1s whether reaſon define 
the mo: al evil to be the greater, but this can bear 
no long diſpute with any who conſider but the 
natire of reaſon, which being ſeated in the upper 
ſen!of a man, is no way concern'd in thoſe 1s, 
which make their impretſ1on on the ſexſitive part: 
but oat ills ſtrike higher, invade the 27a, 
cloud the reſo; nay, often depole it from 1ts 
regiment, as 15too frequently exemplified inthe 
force of vicious habits, and therefore by how 
much our reaſox is ſuperior to our ſexſe, ſo much 
are thoſe to be accounted the greateſt evils, which 
aſſault that #ob/er part of us. This certainly 
will now be the determination of Reaſon, if ſhe 
may be permitted the freedom of her vote: for 
thus was' it formerly, where ſhe bare the moſt 
ſway, and uncontrouled' rule; the wiſeſt and 
beſt-confidering of humane, as well as divine Au- 
thors having eſtabliſht it as an undoubted {phu- 
LE 2 ES a on SO LO riſms 
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riſm, that honeſty is to be preferr'd before both gain- 
ful and pleaſant: ſo that nothing renders a man 
fo deplorable, as that which violates his zztegrity ; 
nay they have generally gone higher, exhorted 
' men to become voluntiers inwertues warfare, not to 
. ſuſpend their ſufferings, till they were forcd out by 
the competition of a crime ; but offer themſetves 
free oblations. Thus to ſuffer for ones conntry 
or ones fricnd, was thought ſo worthy, fo heroick 
a thing, that zoble and 7ngenuous ſpirits were emm- 
lows of it: and it was fo ſtated a caſe that Epz- 
fetus forbids a man, on ſuch an occaſion to con- 
ſult with the Oracle, whether he ſhould do it or 
no, it being zxeceſſary to be done, whatever ill ſuc- 
ceſs or ruine be predicted, o7e o SxyarO. onuaine- 
Tat, 1 Thpwos pips ownalGyn pryn, and how leri- 
ous they were in theſe perſwaſions, ſome of them 
have pra#ically evidenced, as having ſuffered very 
conſiderable preſſures, nay death it ſelf,rather than 
they would bow to the predominant vices of their 
Age, oromit the occaſion of eminent vertue. Ari- 
ſttdes would be juſt in ſpight of the Oftraciſm. Re- 
gulus obſervant of his vatrh made to a faithleſs ene- 
my, though death and torment attended the per- 
formance. Licurgus to perpetuate to his Citizens 
the benefit of his good Laws, as ſubtilly deſigns 
perpetual baniſhment unto himielf, as others uſe 
to contrive for hovour and for empire there. 
 Coarus redeems the ſafety of his army with his 
own death : Caurtius makes himſelf a Martyr for 
his country, and Socrates in the ſtricter ſence be- 
cames ane for his God: laid down his /ife 1n at- 
L Oo : teſtation 


54 © eMiſcbiefi aro Chaps, | 
reſtation of that moſt fundamental rrath and | 


f 


times, which were fo i4/ as to ſhed his bloud, were | 
et ſo bad as to defame his memory, he's no ' 


leading article of Faith, Ti-ever as fra Srv, the 
belief of one God, And yet wetind not that thoſe 


recordedeither as fool or hypocondriack ; nor have | 
his ſufferings ſtruck him out of the liſt of Phile 


ſephers: but he ſtands there the more conſpicu- 
ouſly in thoſe bloudy charatters; and hawever 
the creditof the Oracle may be otherwiſe diſpe- 
raged, itneyer was 0n this account, that it had | 
declared Socrates to be the wiſeſt of men. And 
\ vet both he and the reſt, hadeither zoxe, or very 
emperfect confus'd apprehenſions of a future ve: 
ward, when they engaged on preſent Suffering, 
and death it ſelf: So that we might be tempted 
to imagine, that ſome ſtrange change and rraf 
wutation has now befaln wertue, that it has put 
on ſo much a dart appearance from its ancient 
ſelf, that the acceſſion of new obligations, and 


—_— hopes, ſhould ablolve, avert and utterly | 
d1 


ſpirit us ; infomuch that what was Conſtancy | 
in a: Heathen, ſhould ' be Folly in a Chriſtian, | 
Certainly this is a Metamorphoſis of our own 
making, we look through deforming opzick- 
glaſſes, ſuch as our avarice or effeminate ſexſua- 
lities convey into our hands, which give not 
only #range and gaſtly, but withal ridiculous 
ſhapes ; but if we would confult our reaſoz, that 


; 


would ſhew us things in their proper forms. 
Vertue and Reaſon are both the ſame they were {o | 
many hundred years ago, and where the objett = | 
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| the facu/tyadmit of no mutation, 'tis impoſſible 
| there ſhould really þe any ſuch variable appear 
ſe | ryance, If Socrates were lo zealous for the one 
re | God, that -he choſe rather to relinquiſh his fe, 
ot © than to conſent to, or but connzveat the profere 
7e | rivalry of Poſytheiſm, and yet be no Fool; cer- 
tainly we may as ſecurely tranſcribe his copy : 
and though the particular Article may not bethe 
| ſame; yet if it be any thing wherezn vertue is 
concern'd, the cauſe is no leis warrantable : He 
' that ſuffers for a preifical Point, is no more a 
prodigal of his pains, than he that lays them our 
on the higheſt pecxlatzve, The Commandments 
may have as good Martyrs as the Creed; for the 
ſame authority has requird our obedience to the 
oze, thatexadts our faith of the ether. Nox is 
| thereany neceſlity of Heathez or Fewiſh Tribunal), 
to convert our luflerings to Mariyrdom; we 
may receive that crown trom the hangs of thoſe 
| tha ownthe ſame faith withus. Thoſe that fay 
. withthe moſt ſeeming vehemence, Lef the Lord 
be glorified, may yet hate and caſt out their bre- 
| thren for his name fake, Iſa. 66. 5. He that tells 
| me] fear not God ſo much as he, may yet perſe- 
cute me for honouring the King more; and my 
bloyd pour'd out upon that account, becomes an 
acceptable ſacrifice to him, who has commanded 
my Subjection to the hjzher Powers. He who 
calls Chriſt his head, may yer rend and tear his 
Body ; ang if. I lovejts communion fo well, as 
' totakemy ſhare in the Maſſacre, 1 approach tg: 
| wardthat dignity and comfort S. Panſo glories 
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_ *tis poſſible I may at once vie with the rich mer 


in the greatneſs of the oblation, and with the | 


| being all. Inſumme, the —_— of Mar- 


| _ CO —— 


a <Miſchiefs ariſing 


zs the Church, Col. 1. 24, He that mulcts the 
more #ndeliberate Oaths, may 


make havock of my goods than my Conſcience; 
my ſpoils become not more monuments of his 


Chap,;. 


in, of filling up that which is behind, of the affli 
Cons L- Chriſt in my fleſh, for his bodies ſake which | 


© 


[2 
, 


/ yet enjoyn a 0- | 
lemn Perjury: and if I chute he ſhould rather; 


J 
] 


rapine than my prety ; they plead my innocence 


before him who will not hold him guiltleſs that t.| 
: keth his name in vain : and how profanely ſoever 


my wealth is diſpos'd by him that ſeizes it, 'tis' 
accounted to meas caſt into the zreaſury ; andh| 


poor Widow too 1n that higher circumſtance of its 
tyrdom axe not reſtrained to thoſe points wherein 


Chriſtians differ from Fews or Heathens, but ex 
tend to all wherein we Chriſtians differ from our 


rule, the commands of our bleſſed Maſter. If I} 


ſuffer for my coxſfarcy to any of them, I have cer: 5 
tainly my place in Gods Martyrologie, as well as 
if I had faln under any of the\zez Perſecuttons | 
God wasnot fo partial to the primitive Chriſtian 
as to allow them the Mozopoly and encloſureof 
that dignity ; if zhey as our elder brethren hada 
double portion, yet there is ſtill a childs part left | 
for every one of us, enough to teſtifie our /ege | 
timation, and ſecure us from the brand of baſtar-| 
dy, Heb. 12. *TwasS. Paul's indefinite affirma- 
tion, andall times ſince have born witneſs to the | 
truth of it; That af that will live godly in 
7 So Chriſt 
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' Chrift Feſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution. - Some nun- 
; abba wvertues fe pfol been in every Age, 
ich| which have whetted, if not the Swords, yet the 
tle | Tongues of men : and thoſe that happen not to fall 
[0-] under Abels perſecution, mult not hope to eſcape 
lier | that of Iſaac: If they meet with no Caiz to kl, 
©} they will undoubredly with an i{hmae! to mock 
hs] them. But in what dreſs ſoever our ſufferings 
appear, agood cauſe diveſts them of their frightfut 

| ſhape, pulls off the ugly wiſard, and ſhews us a 
"| beautythat lay there conceal'd ; and that not on- 
Tn Y to the Eye of our faith but our reaſoz too. 


ortitude was a vertue before Chriſtianity had a 

"| nameinthe world ; and the very inſtinct of our 
le | pature whiſpers within us, the 44ſezeſs of being 
5f baffled out of a Truth or Vertue; yet ſucha de- 
ſpicable coward is every man that wants this 
ny paſivevalonz, without which the a#ive mult find 
another name;Rage or Phrenſie it may be,in ſome. 

- Perhaps natural courage, or ſanguinels of temper 
in others, but true Valour it isnot, if it knows 
* notas well to ſuffer as to do. That mindis tru- 
5 Iygreat, and only that which ſtands above the 
*| power of all extrinſick violence ; which keeps it 
"| ſelf a diſtin& prizcipality independent upon the 
!} outward man, fo that it is not ſubjected to its 
' fate; thatcanbe free, when the body is faſt bound 
in Miſery and Iron, ſouzd and healthy, when that 
groans under torture, and is never more #roxg 
| andwzral, than when that /angniſhes and expires ; 
"| andthis 1s fo deſirable, ſo tranſcendent a privi- 
| leage, as reaſon cannot but aſpire to; and this: is 
it 


2a 


% 


- 


i. SS cn} 
— 
it to which this excellent preceps of Chriſt advan! 
ces us when we thus fer ft righteouſneſs fake, 
our Minds are alt /z#ht, what darkreſs foeyer in 
_ volveour exterior part, atid ts hke Goſher exempt. 
and ſecure, when that falls under all the Plague 
of e/&2yprt. 
AND what reaſon thus embraces for it ſelf 
*t1s not imaginable that it ſhould reje&t; becauſe 
*ris richly clad ; that the Race ſhould ſeem the 
More'tedious, becauſe there is a Crown within! 
view; or that the glorious rewards our Chriftin:| 
nity propoſes to our conſtancy, ſhould! be eſteent | 
&d as mmenaces and threats, Temptations to deſert 
or turn Apoſtates. No certainly, Reafor' cannot 
difpute, and make an irferenre ſoutterly iltogict, 
Þut will rather uſe it as an exforcement of its for. 
mer corctufion, eſtabliſh: it the more firm and int | 
' rtoveable by having the baſis thus enlarged; hs | 
ving reward added to wertne, and happroeſs et-| 
taild on duty. If in the comperition between 
two Evils, rezfo# pronounce the /eſſer eligible: 
Much more will ſhe reſolve, when the conteſts 
"twixt good and evit, the greateſt Evil and: the 
ereateſt Good ; and chuſe that excellence which 
though ſuperlatzve in it ſelf, is more endear'd and 
heightned by compariſon, If T violate my re 
fon, if Irenounce vertue, rhiongh bare and nt 
ked, then ſurely Ido it yet more when ſhe is thi 
 wrcompliſht and adorn'd ; when beantified on pur 
poſe to allure the eye, and take the hearr, WH 
over and above the poſitive donation of Happi-| 
nefs, ſhe adds a reſcue and releaſe from miſery, and! 
equally 
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; equally obliges by the diſtant profpeds of a Hell 


and Heaven. So that not only the Goſpe-promi- 
fes, but even menaces and threats become 2 wee- 
#03 in the hand of reaſon, when the ftatids-upon her 
guard, and fights for vertue. If fin preſent it elf 
as my Protector from a temporal Calamity, rea- 
ſon will tell me hence, that the proffer is inſidi- 
ous, it expoſes me to that which is infinitely worſe 
than what it pretends to ſave me from ;- and that 
not only in the former reſpe& of Guilt; but un 
that of Puniſhment alſo. What a cheat is it to 
keep me out of the dungeon, and ſend me to the 
bottomleſs pit, to ſave me from a temporary fire, 
and thereby mark me out as Fuel for eterzal 


flames; to takeme out of their hands who can 


kill the body, to put me into his who can _— 
both ſoul and body in Hell? Reaſon tells me I am 
to abhor the turpitude and foulneſs of a Crime ; 
and it tells me too, Iam to dread the miſery and 
Smart of it alſo. It would not have me wallow 
in the »ire,, though it were ſafe, much leſs when 
it is full of Aſps and Vipers, which will infallibly 


_ me'to death. It cries out with Joſeph, How 
" ſhall] 


do this great wickedneſs, and ſin agamſt God ? 
And it cries out with Eſay too, Who can dwell with 
everlaſting fire? In a word, by the domeſtick 
native /z2ht of the candle of the Lord ſet up within 
our breaſt, it ſhews the ugline(s of fn ; and ſhews 
It too by the affrightful diſmal 5/aze of thoſe x- 
quenchable flames it kindles: Thus by the diffe- 
rent 4rgaments of terror and endearment, of love 
and fear, of intereſt and duty, reaſon aflerts this 
icorn'd, 


+ tb. 


eMiſchiefs ariſing Chap.s. | 
{corn'd, decried, neglected precept: Take heras 
mere Payzim abſtracting from the expectation of 
reward or puniſhment ; or take her as a Proſehte 
to Chriſt, contemplating his promiſes and threats, 
if there be hoxeſty, or if there be re/:g70x, 1n either 
inſtance the Soul muſt ſtill conclude, that {fir | 
on is to be choſen rather than Iniquity; 
AND ifit be reaſonable thus to 7eſiſt ever une | 
to bloud Flriving againſt ſin, if reaſon blow the 
trumpet,. ſound the alarm to this folemn War, | 
_ then ſurely it preſcribes ſomething of eMartial | 
diſcipline to prepare and diſpoſe us tor thoſe cons | 
bats. Noexpert Gezeral will bring a company | 
of raw untrain'd men into the fre/d, but will by 
little bloudleſs skirmiſhes inftrut' them in theT 
manner of the fight, teach them the ready manx- | 
gery of their weaporys; and of this ſort are all | 
thoſe voluntary ſelf-denials, and lighter - auſteri- | 
ties which Chriſtianity commends to us, which | 
become neceſſary not ' har for themſelves, but | 
as inſtruments towards a higher end. The Mr 
litary fame the Romans had in the world was at: * 
chieved by the exact diſcipline. of their Camps, 
enuring their Souldiers to labour and hardſhip. 
And, as Tacitus tells us, when a long peace had 
ſlackned the reins of diſcipline, that a&ive hs 
204ur, which was wont to be ſpent on the Enemy, 
recoil'd, and flew in the face of their Comman- 
ders, begat nothing but »wutinies and diſorders; | 
and certainly *twill be the ſame in our Chriſtian | 
warfare, if we abandon our ſelves to Eaſe and 
Sloth, never attempt to wreſtle with a — 
iz 
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but keep our ſelves in the poſture the Iſraelites 
Camp was in at Moſes's deſcent from the Mount, 
eating and drinking, and riſing up to play ; our ape 
petites will. grow licentious and 1nſolent, paſt 
our controul and guidance. If we treat them 
with ſuch an indulgence as 1s recorded of David 
to Adonijah, never lay ſo much as why haſt thoa 
gone this ? Tis not to beexpedcted but they will 
Rebel; though a Solomwop. fit in rhe Throze. For 
alas, how is it imaginable, that he who never de- 
nied himſelf any the ſmallef{ or met trifling plea-. 
ſaze he had a mind to, ſhall oh a ſudden deny all 
iz the groſs ? He who has projected many but never 
wav'd oze Opportunity of ſhewing his wi, how 


| \ ſhall he find in his heart to become a foo! for 
/ Chrift ? He that has gratified his palate with all 


that pretends to be guſtful to it, how ſhall he de- 
ſcend to the bread of affition ? Or he that never 
tried tomiſs a Meal; how will he entertain the 
unwelcome contrariety of not knowing where to 
get one? He who has never abated any thing of 
the utmoſt pomp he could reach, how will he 
brook the wart of neceſſaries; or from his Houle 
ceil'd with Cedar, and painted with Vermlop,. be 
content with his Saviours Lot, nt to have where 
ro lay his head? In ſhort, how ſhall he whonever 
could pare off any of the excreſcexcies, the mere 
vayxities and gateties of an eftate, part with it all ; 
ot lay down that /ife for Chrifts ſake, from which 
he never ſubſtrated one ſmalleſt plcaſungy Srf- 
fering 18 a thing to which the ſexſitive part of us 
has an Innate averſion, and rs are mot = 
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be ſubdued at once, but by gentle and ealie de- 
grees ; and cuſtom mult have mtroduc'd a ſecond 


nature, before that original part of our temper 


will be ſupplanted. And 'tis therefore highly rea- 


fonable for every man to aſpire to the dominion of 
himſelf, to keep his —_— within his own pow- 
er and command ; and though he have no iztereſt 


at all in the greater, enjoy a foveraignty 1n the | 


teſſer World : S091 order to that, 'tis as reaſon- 
able to diſcipline and tame them: by ſome-volunta- 
ry atts of reſtraint, like Hannibal, ſometimes to 
paſs by that water to which his thirſts do moſt impor- 
tunately invite him, To try by little 5kirmiſhes 
what ſtrength and skill he has, before he runs the 
fatal hazard of a batte/, To deny himſelf in the 
leſſer inſtances, that fo when the greater come, 
_ they may not have the diſadvantage of Uncouth: 
neſs and perfe& Strangeneſs to-enhanſe their d#- 
eulty, And this muſt certainly be acknowledg'd 
reaſonable, or elle we muft condemn almoſt all 
the receiv'd rules of humane tranſaitions, which 
generally have this for their gronnd-work, that 
men mult paſs through the firſ# principles and low- 
eſt rudiments of any Art, before they can arrive 
at its height, Men ſerve Apprentiſhips to Trades 
and think not themſelves the firſt day MaFers of 
their craft ; we advance in /earning by kifurable 
and ſlow ſteps, andskip not from the 4 BC tothe 
Metaphyficks: And: certainly the skill of Chrifti 
an ſuffering is not the eaſieſt of all Trades or Sci- 
ences; but will require ſome time of Iniriarion, 
many repeated Trials and- Eſſays to bring us into 

an 
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an acquaintance with it: To convince our #zder- 
#andings, and perſwade our wills, that 70 loſe our 
lives is to ſave them; and to be faithful unto the 
death, is the beſt way to gain a crown of life, 

IF Iſhould now proceed to every other pre- 
cept of Chriſt, and examine it by therales of ſobe# 
diſcourſe, we ſhauld infallibly find them fo ratio- 
nal as befits the Laws of him: who is the eternal 
reaſon ; but having made-theſe eſſays in ſome of 
the moſt oppos'd Inſtances; I ſhall prefume theſe 
may pals as the _— of al/the reſt ; and 
the acquittal theſe have recetyed at the Tribunal 
of Reaſon virtually !nyotre them all. 

AND now r fa both conſcience and reaſon 
have pronounc'd the fame of Chriſts Laws, rhat 


Plate did of his Perſe, that they find in them no 
fanlt at all; methinks Judges thould have the 


ſame priviledge that is allowed to private eMen, 
that 2 the mouth of two every word may be efF4- 
blifht : Bur if any man be ſo ſcrupulons as not to 
reft in the ſentence of /eſs than a Trinumwirate, let 
him 2» Gods name bring in a third, and when his 
victous 4pperites ( which wete before excepted to 
as parttes ) are ſet afide, he cannot be diſtrited 
in his choice, there being bur oe rttore thar cat 
poſſibly be call'd in, and that is experience, 
which being a Fedge thathimfelf muſt create, he 
cannot fear it ſhould be prejudic'd againft him ; 
fo that he may entertain full confidence of its mm 
fegrity : And! no leſs may hedo of its 467/ry, this 


being the moſt infallible of humane determimart 
ons, ſuck as often corre&ts rhe e707 of ſpecnlart- 
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on; and ſhews'us the vanity of concludizg what 
15 pratticable in matter from being demouſtrated in 
the Scheme or Diagram: ; The guidance of an illi- 
zerate traveller in the way that he has gone, be- 
ing far more uſeful to a 5#rarger 1n his journey, 
than the beſt Maps and moſt exact deſcriptions 
of Geographers. But then it muſt be indeed ex- 
perience, andnot only ſome {light and tranſient 
Eſſay. Wecall not him an experienc'd Fhyfician 
that has had one Patient, or a Lawyer that has 
pleaded oze Cauſe, Experience 15 the daughter of 
zime, and is made up of many ſucceſffgve trials, as 
a habit is of multiplied afts: And to the verdit# 
of ſuch an Experience Chriſts preceprs will not 
tear to#and ; let z man put himſelt into a ſetled 
courle of obedience to them, abſtain ſo long from 
all prohibited commiſſions, as may wear out the 
rank taſte wherewith his palate has been ſeaſon'd 
and leave it free and diſengag'd, and then infalli- 
bly he will find ſucha ſavor and ſweerreſs in thoſe 
wvertues, that he will wonder how he came to be 
cheated into'an 9p7zz70x of their being bitter and 
#nſavoury; and will have no appetite to retarn to 
his Onions and his Garlick, after he has thus been 
&d with ©uails and Manna, That this will be 
the event of this experiment there is all ground of 
certainty, and when the trial is once made, fo ir- 
refragable an evidence will follow, that it will not 
leavea man'the power to doubt : Only in the inte- 


 7im ſo much behef is requiſite, as may let him in- 


to the near nar make him ſet to that Pra- 
Etice from whence he 1s to reap all 7his; And if 
6; any 
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any man be ſo much a Sceptick, as not to have 
faith enough to put him on the advertyre, Iſhould 
at once for his convittion and puniſhment, wiſh but” 
that he might a-while extend the ſame diffruſ? to 
Affairs of common life: Let him doubt whether 
his meat be ſavory, and refuſe to eat ; whether 
his c/oaths be warm, and ſo goxaked ; whether his 
houſe be firm, and ye without doors : and when hg 
hasa-while thus ſmarted under his awn diſcipline, 
It him but apply the wzſdomz he has thus bought 
to the preſent z»ſtance, and it will unqueſtionably 
reſalve his ſcrape 5 or if he be ſtill too Impati- 
ent to attendthe ripening of his own Experience, 
lethim make uſe of other mens. Let him appeal 
to any who has inur'd his zeck to Chriſts yoke, 
and ask him whether it be gallizg and pinching, or 
whether it be not eaſe, nay gracious, Let him 
ask one who by repeated reſtraints hath ſubdued 
and tamed his zatural rage or pride, how he likes 
the change, and undoubtedly he will tell him, 
'tis no leſs happy than a calm is after the noiſe 
and danger of a violent tempeſt, or the eaſe of a 
broken 1mpoſthume after the painful gathering 
and filling of it. Let him ask one who has di- 
veſted himſelf ofall his ſe»ſual fins, whether by 
their abſence he now diſcern nat their neceſſity, 
and he will tellthem, *tis but the ſame the primi- 
zrve Chriſtians had of thoſe beaſts 5kin wherein 
their perſecutors had clad them, whoſe ooly uſe was 
by deforming to fit them for devouring. Let him 
come tothe converted Mammorniſt, and ask him, 
which he finds the better 77eaſury, his own Coffer 
: | H 3 M 
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or the poor mans Bowels, and he will be able tq 
aſſure him he is become much richer by having 
Leſs in Fore. Let him come to the devaut Aſcetich, 
and ask him what raſte he finds in Danzels unplea- 
fant bread, Dean. 10. 3. and he will tell him 2afi- 
nitely more than ever he did in Drves's delicious 
fare; that cloy'dand urfeited the fleſh, this nou- 
riſhes and ſupports the ſpirit. Nay finally, let him 
come to him that is actually ſuffering for righteouſ- 
neſs ſake, and he will exemplitie to him the veari- 
. rude which Chriſt has pronounc'd of ſuch: Let 
him viſit Paul and Silzs in the priſon, and he ſhall 
hear them ſnging : Peter and the other Apoſries 
after their #ripes and beating, and he ſhall find 
them refoycing ; And Stephen amidſt the Throng 
of his murderers and Tempeſt of their Foxes, and 
he ſhall obſerve him overlooking them all, and 
enterraiping himſelf with a more pleaſant pro- 
ſpect,” feing the Heavens open'd and Feſus landing. 
«t the right hand of God ; and why ſhould not 
other tnens ſucceſſes animate our endeavaurs 
here ?'In temporal affairs it ſeldom miſſes to do it. 
The Trophies of e Miltiades of Marathon diſturb'd 
Themiftocles his ſleeps, till he had rais'd unto him- 
ſelf and Cowntry more gloriqus ones at Salamine ; 
_ Ceſer while he views Alexanders Image up- 
braids his own {lackneſs with the memory of his 
eonqueſts, and inſpirits himſelf ro preat' at- 
rempts. * Hethat returns with a rich'fratobt from 
a ew-found-Layd encourages others to Trade tht- 
therglio: Nay,” even'a begger ſpecds not well at 
an Hoſpirable aozr,- but he 1s able to ſend ſholes up- 
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on the like hopes: Much leſs does he that has 
found a treaſure need to uſe his Oratory to invite 
partakers ; and why then ſhould thoſe few that 
have made this more precious 4:ſcovery be forc'd 
to onopolize it, as not being able to draw in part- 
zers? Yet God knows, thus it is, thoſe that hear 
of no rarity but they long for it, as David after 
the waters of Bethlehem, can yet hear the ſame 
Daviacry out, how ſweet the Lord i! and yet 
have no curioljty to taſte it : Thoſe whom the 
very name of Liberty ſo captivates, that they ſa- 
crifice all that is really valuable to that Chimera ; 
can hear the Apoſtle ſpeak of the glorious liberty of 
the ſans of Goa, and yet like hardened Galy-flaves . 
deſpiſe the Manumrſjov, Thole that hunt after - 
pleaſures till the very purſuir become an unſup- - 
portable pain, can be told of thoſe rivers of plea- 
ſures wherewith God offers to quench their thirſt, 
and yet inflict on themſelves.the rich mans tor- 
ment, and deny ſo much as to dip the tip of their 
finger toward the coolipg their own flames. Good 
God! what ſtrange i»fatuation 15 this, that while 
there is ſo much of -icious emvy jn the world, there 
ſhould be nothing of vert#0u emulation? That 
mens heat and vzgour ſhould all ſpend it {elf in 
childiſh purſuits, and leave them thus cold and 
ſtupid to their great and ſerious concernments ? 
And what remainsto him that ponders this Eps- 
demick folly, but to breath out Moſes's With ; 
O that menwere wiſe ;, or ifthatbe too hopeleſs a 
vote, O that men were nat ſo deſtrutively " - 
that their raſhneſs and Error might be confin'd ta 
H 4 their 
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their lower intereſts: And as foo/s are treated, 
be kept from dealing in things of conſequence; that 
they would not govern their Souls by ſuch an ab- 
ſatd kind of managery, as they will not truſt with 
the meaneſt of their outward concerns. And if 
this might be obtain'd, -if this fatal Ofcitancy 
which has benumm'd' and frozen thera were but 
ca/t off, they would then from the. report 'of the 
pood {and be animated to their journey ;: and rather 
chuſe to make the concurrent Teſtimonies of 
others arguments to encourage them, -than /eave 
them as Hand-writings to appeal, or Witneſles 
to rozdemy them. * ' And he'thatſhall thus borrow 
other mens experiexce with this deſign of copying 
zt out, and hys it as a foundation for his own, 
thereby poſſeſſes himfelf of: one of the greatefi 
advantages of the communion of Saints; kindles 
himſelf at their fire till he grows bright and high 
as it; combines his flame with theirs, and o 
encreaſes the Ardors of 'them both; follows Ex- 
ample till himſelf grows exemptary, and in one 
Act recefves-and gives, But he that thus ſets out; 
muſt remember, that it is more than the journey 
of one day he has to go ; he muſt not think ( as I 
ſaid before ) that every little faperficial. attempt is 
that Experience which he is in queſt of : He rhat 
thus phanfies will be expos'd to a'very dangerous 
deceit, for 'tis ſure there is in all habits ſuch a force, 
that they are notto be diſpofſeft- but by a contra- 

violence, 'andtherefore he that has been under 


the power of any vicious cuſtom, 'enters at firſt. in- | 


ro a ſtate of bof1liry, hasſuch a tough oppoſition, 
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Chap.5- from Carpal Conſideration. Io9. 
5 rather finds him Work than Pleafure: Now if 
he ſhall upon this firſt Eſſay pronounce, he is 
like to paſs a very #njuſt ſentence: Let him fight 
on 2 while till he have got ſome ground, and then 
though the War afforded him /:z7:e pleaſure, the 
Victory will yield him »»#ch. Every repeated 
defeat he gives his Adverfary will be a new tri- 
umph to him, and what the Romans courted as ſo 
great a Dignity, he may every day exjoy. But: 
then as he advances farther to the completing of 
his vidgries, ſo he does of his Pleaſures roo: 
when his irregular apperites are ſo ſubdued, that 
they rarely make /ſ#rreftioz, this is ſuch a ſtate 
of rranquility as gives him leiſure to diſcern, and 
enjoy the delights of Chriſtian vertue, and will 
_ him to reproach the higheſt Paxegyrick he 
ever heard of it as flat and imperfe&t: fo infinite- 
ly will he find it exceed the utmoſt deſcription, 
that he will ſay with the Queen of Sheba, the one 
balf was net told him, This 1s the rich prize which 
they ſhall obtain that rzz the race, but it is not 

awarded to the firſt Ftep ; and hence it is ſo many 
fail 'of: it, that when they find the uneaſine(s 
which attends the breaking off a cuſtom ; this is 
ſuch a Gyazt, afonof Arak, as turns them back 
diſcourag'd from the Canaay they went to view. 
But alas this diſcovers how ſmall a ſtock of Reſo- 
lation they carried out with them; for where 
men ſet out with heart and appetite, *tis not ſuch 


little 4/fficulties that will diſmay them: if it be 


but their ſports they are engag'd in, it ſerves tg 
deceive the ſenſe of many uneaſineſles, nay ofteg 
ods An BE. 
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dangers, he that is but in chaſe of a ſilly Here is 


io keen uponit, that he feels not the wearineſs 
ofa whole days motion, and if he meet with a 
heage in his way will rather leap it with hazard, 
than be diverted from his Game. But 'tis ſure in 
their ſins they ſuffer far greater hardſhips with- 
out diſcouragement. The puny druzkard is not 
diſheartned by the fi7/# quam, but repeats his ex- 
ceſſes till he have overcome his queaſineſs. The 
caſt Litigayt ſits nat down with one croſs weraiet, 
but recommences his ſit, paſſes it through all 


Courts, and conſiders not his own pazrs, 1o he 


may either weary or force the other out of his 
right, The unclean perſon fallsnot out with his 


fin, how ſadly ſoever it hath macerated him, but | 
ſteps out of the hoz-houſe into the Stews. And ſhall | 
men be {o indefatigable in their purſuits of zxfel;- | 
city, buy one torment with another, and drive | 
onthe year in a circle of ſuch woful Traffick, and | 


ſhall verze and pleaſure be thought not worth the 


ſmalleſt /abour ? Can they keep themſelves ina | 


perpetual contention with their eaſe, their reaſon, 
and their God; and can they not endure a ſhort 
combate with a ſinfu] cuſtom? which ifit have ſome 
#neaſmeſs, yet 'tis both infinitely ſhort of what 
they have ſuffered in the contrary compliance, 


and beſides carries its remedy in its hand: Forif | 


the Difficulty ariſe only ( as doubtleſs it does ) 
from the confirmidnels of the Habjt, every A&R 
of reliſtance, as it weakens the Habit, ſo it abates 
the Difficulty. It is therefore a moſt #nreaſor- 
able infereace, from the trouble of the tirſt oppolir 
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_ tion, toconclude the impoſſibility of the future z 


for if the fir ſ# were bur troubleſome and not 1m- 
poſſible, the ſecond will have yet leſs of the 
trouble, and ſo be yet farther remoy'd from im- 


| poſſibility, and the 2474 than the | os and ſo 


on till the difficulty vaniſh and diſappear. And 


| if men would but aflume ſuch a -9derate courage, 


as but to keep the field, and not to run away upon 
the firſt gun-ſhot, they would ſoon find how 1m- 
potent ofeclant they had to deal with, who can 
never ſubdue any man by #rength, whois not firſt 
emaſculated by hjs own fears. Let us therefore 


' taſhun the reproach of ſo diſhonourable a Defeat, 


awake and rouſe ou ſelves, put us in 2 poſture of 
defence : And Satan, who is as cowardly as any 
thing inthe world but we, will, as S. Fames al- 
ſures us, fly from us. Letus upbraid our ſelves 
with our unſeaſonable hardineſs and reſolution in 
our impieties, till we have chang'd the ſcene, 
grow impatient of thoſe ſervile dradgeries, and 
ambitious of thele honourable adventures. And to 
animate us the more, let us fix our eyes upon the 
glorious preze of the vicFory ; and that not only 
the final and eternal in future Glory ; -but that 
eutermeaiate which offers it {elf as the earneſt of 
That, the calm and pleaſure of a conquering pie- 
ty. The Roman ſtory tells us, that the Flavia- 
ziſts had {o poſleſt their minds with the ſpoils of 
Fienna, that they grew inſenſible of all dangers 
in the wayto it, and even forc'd their General 
Antonio to put itiem upon thoſe hazards which his 
wiler condu would have declin'd. And why 

$3» i554 EE © *.s $>:0 6 : ſhould 
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ſhould not our more worthy hopes excite as great 
an earneſtneſs ? Why ſhould not we haveasgreat | , 
an appetite to the pillaging of Satans camp, | þ 
plundeting, that infernal Magazzze of all its ex. ,, 
gins both of mize and battery, its ſtores of arms | 
and ammunition, leaving him naked and de- | ,, 
fenceleſs, unable to make any impreſſion upon | x; 
_ us? And this he certainly does, who by a Reddy | 
prattice of vertue, comes to dilcern the contemy- | ,, 
ribleneſs of thoſe baits wherewith he allures us. | 
He that ſeeks only the Praiſe of God, looks upon ' 
the applauſe of men as a blalt of Air, which poſſi- | 
bly may demoliſh and deſtroy a g/orions building, | |, 
but cannot give foundation or materials to it; and | 2, 
therefore will not ſeek for, or folicite its unhap- | þ 
py courtſhips. He who deſires to be great only 
tn the Kingdom of Heaven, laughs at the buſie 
eſprrings to ſeculay greatneſs, and wonders at the 
force of that exchantment, which engages men | 
with ſo extreme toil, to climb a tottering pin: 
nacle, where the ſtanding is uneaſie, and thefall | 
deadly. He that covets to be rich towards God, 
and has enur'd his eyes to that divine ſplendor 
which reſults from the beauty of holineſs, is not 
dazled with the glittering ſhine of Gold; conſiders 
It as a vein of the ſame earth he treads on, and | 
deſpifes that abſurd .partialiry whereof the Pror | 
phet accuſes idolarers, to employ one part to the 
meaneſt uſes and fall down to the other. ' In a 
word, he that looks on the eternal things that are 
»ot ſeen, will through thoſe opricks exactly dif 
cern the 2:477ty and mconfiderableneſs of all that is 


viſible 
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viſible and temporary ; and ſo will be equally un- 
moved with the terxors or allurements of the 
world, and neither frighted nor flatter'd out of 
his duty. And he that is thus fortified diſcou- 
rages and wearies out his Tempter, depraves him 
not only of weapons but of heart too, and. drives 
eveti Satax himſelf to deſperation ; and when the 
Enemy 1s thus beat out of the fie/d, there remains 
nothing but to enjoy the vi&ory, When that 
reluttance and reſiſtance of the corrupt appetite 1s 
ſo weakned and ſubdued, that a man acts with 
freedom, heats with pleaſure too. A heart thus 
ſet at liberty, alacriouſly runs the ways, of Gods 
commandments: it faring with it as witha Patt- 
ent that is preſcrib'd exerciſe for health ; who at 
firſt perhaps finds /afitude and trouble in it : but 
when the ob/truftions are remov'd, and nature 
disburthened of thoſe zoxions humors that encum- 
bred her, that which was at firſt his 745k, be- 
comes his recreation. For we are not to think, 
that it js any iate harſhneſs in piety that renders 
the firſt eſſays of it unpleaſant ; that is owing on- 
ly to the z»azſpoſedneſs of our own Hearts. We 
are in the Prophets phraſe, b«/locks unaccuſtomed 
zo the yoke ; and if we be galled and fretted by it, 
tis becauſe of our impatient ſtrivings, and 1rre- 
gular motions under it, the yoke is really no hea- 
vier than.it is afterwards, when it is more tamely 
born; and yet the Eaſe is very different and un- 
equal. Andthis teaches us a ſhort way to that 
felicity we now ſpeak of, to wit, That we com- 
poſe our felyes to ſuch a ſubmiſs and malleable 
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fefts and ſharp engagements before they become 
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temper, that Chriſt may come only to govern 
us as ſheep, not to be put to tame us as Tigers, 


Let us withdraw all ſupplies from our /»/ts, and 


not by any ſecret reſerved affection give them 

clancular aids to maintain their Rebeltion, and 
then they will not be able long to make any + | 
gorons oppoſition; tor conſequently much to dt | 
fturb the /ranquillity of thoſe who have thus re | 
fign'dthemſelves to the government of rhe Prince 
of peace : and if this cannot he done in ſuch an 
mmſtant, but that there will be ſome previous di | 
placencies, and uneafie ſtruglings, yet evett 

thoſe like the Scorpion carry Antidote againſt | 
their own #:gs, when 'tis confider'd, that they | 


are but the pares of the new birth, they will be- | 


come very ſupportable by the expectation of that | 
Joy to which they wal. An enſlaved peoptc | 
think themſelves fairly advanc'd to happineſs, i | 
they can get but to make head againit their op- 
preſſors, though they muſt expe many ſore co:- 


Vifters : and certainly 'ris matter of ineſttmable 
Joy to him, who has been under thar fad ſpiritual 
ſlavery, to be fet thus upon even terms, with his 
fryord in his hand againſt thoſe, who once had him 
m ſuch vaſſalage, that he durft not lift up s 
thought agzinft them ; bur efpecially when'tis 
remembred with what #»vincible aids he is backt, 
fuchas will afcertain him of »i#ory if he donot 
treacherouſly defeat himſelf. And ſurely he muft 
be of a ſtrange phlegmarick remper, whom all | 
thefe conſiderations will not enliven, convey itt | 

| td | 
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to him ſo much ſpirit as to make an attempt, 
and engage him to do that upon ſo preſſing, 10 


is 


great a concern which mere curiolty prompts 


men daily to in common affairs. And he that 15 
aot moulded of this cold and ſtubborn clay, he 
that has not-loft one of the elements of mans com- 
poſition, and has but a ſpark of fire in his temper, 
will ſurely have ſome warmth towards this fo in- 
viting an experiment : and when he has once 
made it, I doubt not, it will then joyn with the 
ſuffrages both of reaſon and conſcience in appro- 
bation of Chrits Laws, and will with Solomon 
pronounce of this ſpiritual wifdem, her ways are 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace, 
Prov. 3.17. | 
AND now it muſt be a ſtrange violence of 
impicty, that muſt break this threefold cord, that 
ſhall diſannul the joynt ſentexce of all that are 
competent Jaaves in this matter. This 1s not 
the ſtrength of Sampſoz that brake withs and cords, 
but of the Legion that pull'd iz pieces fetters 
and chains; and though too many men 


- make it their own work ; _ yet certainly *tis only 


the Devils intereft: he alpires to the rule and 
government of us; and to that end nothing can: 
be more .contriburive, than theſe prejudices we 
take up againſt Chriſts condu&t. ' A Soul like 
a Nation, can neither bear two Legiſlators, nor 
be without oze: and Satay having but that 
iingle competitor, our quarrelling with Chriſts 
Laws, is virtually an embracing of bis. When 
we fend Chri#t that rebellious mefſage; Nolumns 


hunc 
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hunc regnare, we ſay to the other as the zrees to 
the bramble, Fudg. 9.14. come thou and, reign over 
5s. Andto this defiange of the one, and invita- 
tion of his oppoſite,, he very nearly approaches, 
that thus defames Chriſts commands as irratio- 
nal or ſevere. The traducing of a government 
being, we know, the immediate preiuazur tothe 
caſting it off ; /ibelling the forlorn-hope to rebel- 
lion. But would God men would ſoberly weigh 
whither ſuch a mutinous humor tends ; and when 
our outward coattion has given. us ſo many preg- 
nant and coſtly proofs of its ruinous effects, take 
caution that it make not the like wrack within 
us: that wedonot madly exchange Chriſts geztle 
ſervite, and glorious rewards, for Satans crucl boy 
aage, and crueller Wages: the golden chains of the 
one which do more adorn than tie us, for the Ir97; 
the Adamantize links of the other, which bind 
us till they deliver us over to thoſe Chains of 
aarkneſs, where our captivity ſhall be irreverſible; 
If this ſo reaſonable, to neceſſary a care may be 
admitted ; 'twill certainly confute the profane 
ſophiſtry of our age, ſilence our jmpidus cavils, 
and inſtead of providing us of the colour of an 
auſtere Mafter to excuſe our ſloth, ; will engage 
us to that aztigence that ſhall ſuperſede the ute 
of fuch ſhifts, and then we may hope to ſee Chr+ 
Fianity have a Reſurreftion-day again, aſſume 2 
Body ſomewhat of ſolidity and ſubſtance ; which 
now wanders about like a ghoſt or ſpeitre, a ſhade 
or vaniſhin g apparition, which leaves no footſteps 
behind 1t : and tothe re-union, O let us all emu- 
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louſly contribute, take up every one of us his diy 
bones, and britig them to the Propher; or rather 
to Him who ſpake by that Prophet, to breath up- 
on them, till at laſt they be cemented and inſpi- 
rited in active duty, to ſhew forth the Praiſes of 
that God who hath call'd #s out of darkneſs into his | 
marvellous light, 1 Pet. 2. 9. D 
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CHAP. VI: 


al Survey f the Miſchiefs ariſing from Partial 


Obedaience; 


d NOTHER ſort of prepoſterous Con- 
{iderers there are, by whom the power 
2 and force of Chriſtianity is no leſs obſtruct 
ed: and thoſeare they thaf contrive nof how _ 
may moſt comply with i#, but how they may bet 

bend it to comport with them, That rebate its edge; 
or turri it only againſt ſuch of their corrtptions as 
they have leatt kindnefs for. That weigh the 
precepts with ho othet deſign but rhat of raking 
the lehteſt: Thoſe to which their conſtitutions 
or other circumſtaces carry leaſt repugnance 
and come untd the Goſpel ict as to a Law, but to a 
Market ; cheipen what they beft like, arid leave 
the reſt for other cuſtomers. 2} 

THAT thus it is with many, rieeds ho other 
provf than the yariety viſible in the lives of ſeve- 
ral profeflogs. Oze man behaves himſelf. mo: 
x aeſtly, 
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deſtly, and tells you his reltgion commands him 
humility ; yetat the ſame time tranſgreſles rhe as 
ſrict precept of Juſtice, 4nd will defraud him he 
bows to.” On the contrary axother is Juſt, but in- 
folent, and though his Sentence do not bend, 
expects his Clients ſhould. TFhat man owns the 
purity of his religion in viſiting the fatherleſs and 
widows, yet diſclaims it again, by not keeping 
himſelf unſpotted of the world, This perlon is Ab- 
temious, but Uncharitable, will drink no wzze, 
but thirſts for 4/ovd, He prays much, yet cur- 
ſes more; whileſt he 1s meek; but indevout. 
Now while the Rule is one and the ſame, how 
ſhould it come, that mens Practices ſhould fo 
vary,were it not for the unequal Application ? dir 
they take it intire, though there might be diffe- 
rence 1 the degrees, yet ſure not in the kinds of 
their Vertues, and as men would not differ ſo 
from one another, {o neither would they from 
themſelves ; there would bethen no ſuch thing as 
a charitable Drunkard, a devout Oppreſlor, a chaſt 
Miſer ; Moxſters engendred by this unnatural 
commuixture of /zzht with darkneſs; but piety 
would be uniform and extenſive, and bring inc 
captivity every thought unto the obedience of Chriſt, 
2 Gor, x0. 5. Andtill it be thus, Chriſtianity can 
never be thought to have atchiev'd any part of its 
delign, which was not aim'd agaiaſt any one ſingle 
limb, but againſt the whole body of fin. Alas! 
'tis not the lopping off one of the remote »em- 
bers, that will render the remaining ones any 
whitthe leſs vital; the having a pare leſs toant- 
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mate, will rather terve to concenter the ſpirits, 
and make them more active in the reſt: as we 
ſee the pruning of Trees makes them more prot 


fck: And this effect is very obvious among men : 


he who has no general diſlike to vice, if he repu- 
diate oxe, *tis commonly that he may cleave clo- 
fer to another; and what he defaulks from ſome 
ary, infpidſin, is but to make up a Benjamin's 
Meſs for ſome other more guſtful. If the Wan- 
ton be ſober, *'tis odds he thinks exceſs.a Rival to 
his 4## ; if the Proud man be /beral, *tis becauſe 
covetouſneſs is inglorious ; ſuch unevenneſles are 
caus'd not by an #xkinaneſs to any Sin (unlels pol- 
fibly that averſion which natural conſtitution rai- 
ſes1n ſome ) but by a partzality to one or more fa- 
vourite-Vices, for whole better accommodation; 
and ſecurer reign, not only Vertue, but other Vi- 

ces allo mult give place. | 
AND this'tis much to- be fear'd will upon a 
true account, be found to be the ſum of many 
mens piety, ſomething they think they muſt pay 
to the 7mportuntty of their Religion, which up- 
braids them fo loudly, that they are willing to' 
Fop its mouth, but yet would doit with as much 
frugality, and good managery as may be, and fo 
conſider what *tis they can beft ſpare ; whar re- 
fuſe Sin which brings them in little of ſatisfacti- 
on, and 1s perhaps in competition with ſome other 
more agreeable : and his they can be content to 
devote to the flaughter, ſet it to receive all the 
smprefſions of the ſword of the ſpirit ; and fo ule it 
as a vuckler totheir darling ufts, to ward off thole 
F z blows 
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blows which muſt elle fall heavy on them ; but 
alas! this is not to obey, but to delude ; to ranſom 
a greater Sin with a /eſs, and to tranſcribe m this 
matter the Counſel of Caiphas : to et one die for the 
people, that the whole nation periſh not. To make 
one forlorn guilt a Patriot to the reſt, whilſt in 
the tempeſt which threatned a general ſhipwrack, 
the precious wares are preſerv'd, by throwmg the 
leſs valuable ovet-board. p 

AND truly that is commonly the event ; men 
are ſo jolly and triumphant when they have 
worfſted a trivial inconſiderable fin, as if they had 
defeated the whole army * this poor deſpicable 
ſpoil is ſet up as their Trophy, and muſt, they think, 
witneſs for them: both to God and man, that they 
are good ſouldiers of Feſws Chriſt: they can, like 
Saul, with full confidence meet the Prophet, and 
tell him they have fulfilled the commandment of the 
Lord, 2 Sam. 15. 13. though Agag and the beſt 
eattle,the reigning and fatteſt fizs be ſpar'd : and 
while they are thus ſecure, their fins wil certain- 
ly be fo allo, have no/difturbance or diſquiet 
irom them, but lie at Eaſe and reſt, feed like 
Garibals upon their own kind, be nouriſht by the 
carkaſſes of thoſe unlucky vices, on whom the 
e&xterminating lot hapned to fall; and by that 
means grow to a prodigious bulk and corpulen- 
cy. And upon theſe terms Satan himſelf wil al- 
| low us to mortifie ſome ſins, nay will himſelf caft 

rhe firſt Frone at them and like a rooking ag wo 

purpoſely loſe theſe perry Fakes, that he may after 
wards fweep the board, 
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FOR ifmen ſhould give themfelves up un1- 
yerlally to all forts of Ill, if they ſhould ſet them- 
ſelves 'in a total oppoſition to all the documents 
of their profeyjon, he would loſe one of his moſt 
uſeful engins ; there could be no ſuch thing as. 
a falſe deluſiye hope, they might poſſibly by ab» 
ſtinacy harden, or by diverſion gag Conſcience, 
but they could not bribe and corrupt it, make 1t 
fit down well pleas'd and ſatisfied with it ſelf. 
For when the threats againſt diſobedience ſhall 
occur to the mind of one who has in all inſtances 
diſobey'd, *tis impoſſible he ſhould find any 
ſatve, any way of Evading the Threats, they 
make ſodire&ly at him : but he who can alledge 
for himſelf that he obeys 7» ſome things, confronts 
that to all Objections, and refolyes he is not 
in the lift of the diſebedicnt: One or two ſuch 
comfortable inſtances are as mighty, as God 
promis'd the Iſraelites ſhould be, Dent. 32. 30, 
One able to chaſe a thouſand, and two to put ten thou- 
ſand re FO all fears and miſgiving thoughts 
are diſſipated and fled before them : and as once 
the Frezch King in his return to the numerous 
ſwelling titles of the Spaniard, thought the bare 
repetition of France, France, France, was a full 
ballance tothem all ; ſo when whole files of great 
.and ſcandalous Crimes preſent themſelyes, oze 
ſingle vertue 15 thought a ſufficient counterpoize. 
He whoſe Conſcience upbraids him ' with all 
Profaneneſs towards God, and Infobriety to; 
wards himſelf: yet if he can but anſwer, that he is 
H4ff to his neighbour, he thinks he has quit ſcores, 
13 ang 
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and fears no farther reckonings : he who 1s um- 
merſ in all the f/thizeſs both of fleſh. and ſpirit, 
has abandon'd his Mind to pride and exvy, his Bo- 
dy to luſt and intemperance ; and io facriticed both 
thoſe to Devils : yet if he caſt but ſome grains of 
his eſtate upon the Altar ; devote any ſmall part 
of that to God, for the uſes of Piety or Charity ; 
he eoncludes that Incenſe will ſend up a Cloud 
thick enough to obſcure the other from the eyes 
of Divine \ pwarrs and yield fo ſweet a favour, 
3 will pertume him in ſpight of all that Noifom- 
neſs : ſoextending old Tobits wards beyond his 
meaning, that aims, though alone, delivereth from 
death, and cleanſeth from all ſm, He whois mY 
1n ſacriledge and rebellien, that can daringly ſwal- 
low repeated deliberate perjuries; yet if he can 
get but the demure tenderneſs, to fear 4 ſudden 
oath, he 1s Chymiſt enough to extract a confidence 
out of that fear, and preſumes that formal Civi- 
lity tg Gods name, ſhall expiate all the rea/ Vio- 
frions and Contempts of him : and while men 
make ſuch uſe of their partial prece-meat obedi- 
ence, 1t can never be the De/ls tereſt to difturb 
_ them zz it, to awake them ont of their pleaſant 
dream,” or to exact of 'them to depofite thoſe poor 
nnſignrficant remains of their Chriſtianity, which 
oo to make them more Spire, not more 
7e. 

NAY, indeed his affairs are fo ſtated, that to 
ſome he can and does, and without danger, allow 
2 yet far greater #1dalgence ; he can permit them 
to bid much fairer than this for Heayen, - and 
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yet knows the purchaſe is far from being made ; - 
he can ſee them caſhier not ſome one [ing/e ſip, 


but whole troops together, and yet not fear the 


ſinking of his Cauſe : He can truſt them ſo far, 


that as the youny ar in the Goſpel, they may be 


pronounc'd, Net far from the Kingdom of God: 
yet as long as there is but oe unmortified Luſt, 
that can ſend them away ſad from Chriſt, his te- 
nure is firm enough. Hexod may hear Fohn Bap- 
tift zladly, nay do many things upon 1t, yet let 
him but keep Herodias, andiſhe will ſoon be able 
to ſecure both her ſe/Fand Satan againit the dan- 
ger of that Competition. This is indeed his main 
advantage, that he can hold faſt by the ſallef 
thred ; and whereas to our bliſs a conf{piration 
and union of all Vertues is required; our r7#z#e 
can ſpring from any oxe ſolitary Crime : many 
rounds make that Ladder wherewith we muſt 
ſcale Heaven : whereas one Fep ſerves to precipi- 
rate us into the Abyſſe ; ſo ſadly verifying the Poe» 
tical Axiome, Facihis deſcenſus 4verni. Ihſumm, 
whule there is but = one ſingle ſip indulg'd to: 
that is the Devils tedder ; and though it ſhould be 
imagin'd ſo looſe, asto give men {cope to range 
over all other ſorts of Vertugs, to taſte the fweer 
and feed liberally on them ; yer ill the 52ft is in 
the power of him who has fixt the line, net oaly 
to be finally led away to /amghter, but alſo to have 
the /erngth ſhortned, and bs eirher putt out of the 
reach, or quite rethoyed from: ths +/ew of thoſe 
pleaſant paſtures. | 

FOR though the ſecurity rais'd by. fuch an 

| 14 yaiform 


eMiſchiefs ariſmg Chap. 
uniform piety is in many ſo exactly apportioned —« 
to'Satans intereſt, that he has no cauſe to wiſh 
the change of his tenure ; yet where the cireum- 

} 
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| ſtances are ſuch, as will make it uſeful, hecan 
bl eaſily twiſt his zthred into a Cable, When he 
iſh thinks one Monarch Luſt too mild a regiment, he : 
I | can ſet up an Athenian Tyranny, ar which 1s yet , 
worſe, let in the whole populacy of Sin upon the ' 
Soul, which like the cA&2yprian Locyfs ſhall over- | 
run and deycur.it, mot leave ary greenthing oz the | 
ground, and that this 1s in his power we have | 
tou much reaſon to conclude. He 1s, we know, 
a cunning ſophiſter, and if he has abus'd us lo far 
as to impoſe oze {in upon us, he may thence very 
regularly deduce mary more; as oxe falle Pre- 
miſe admitted, may be improved into thouſands 
of falſe Concluſions. Indeed ſuppoling a man 
relolute to adhere to one ſin, he may with very 
good Logick perſwade him to multitudes of 
others. There are but two Obje&ttions uſually 
made to any Temptation ; either the offexce, os 
the danger ; and theſe are uſually objeRable to 
one {in as well as to another : ſo that this dilemma 
readily offers it ſelf: Either it-is reaſonable to 
-buy a pleaſure at that price, or it is not: If it 
be, then cpntrive that the cr:/me be-pleaſant, and 
that brings its diſpexſation with it : Tf it be not, 
then why doſt thou live in this one. ſin in de- 
ipight of both guilt and puniſhment ? The /ater 
ji part of the Dilemma *ris no part of Satans buſi- 
Bill ne!s topreſs ; but the former he has too much ad- 
[||| yantage .of purſuing ſuccelsfully.; if he can but 
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dreſs up a temptation to look invitingly, the buſt- 
neſs is done. So ridiculous athing 15 an #never 
Picty, - that even laughs itſelfout of countenance, 
and wants only temptation to-become  #niform 
ice, How abſurdly looks it, toſcge a man run 
away with Foſeph from the embraces of his Mz- 
reſs, and yet with full as great a ſpeed accompa- 
ny Gehazi 1n the purſuit of a bribe ; and how ob- 
vious is it to conclude that the former aſſault was 
improſperous only becauſe not manag'd with the 
right weapon ; that he might have been h2r'd, that 
would not be weed? - What 'a mockery is it for a 
man to be zeataus for God, and rebelliows againſt his. 


| wy As in the reverſe, for a man to be true #0 


his King, and a rebelto his God? And who can bur - 
think, that had either of the ayerted Crimes been 
cookt to their Palats, they might have chang'd 
Meſſes? Indeed '*tis not imaginable by what rules 
of diſcourſe, he that embraces oxe fin thould reje&t 
another : if it be done only upon phaxcy and humor, 
as the repulſ vice will have reaſon to complain of 
great partiality, when as bad as 1t {elf is receiv's 
and cheriſh'd ; fo it points out a way to attacque 
him more proſperouſly : lex it ſhape it ſelf to the . 
phanoy ; and ſure Sata, whocan transform him- 
ſelf to an Angel of light, can ſoon work that caſie 
cbange + let the younger Brother get on the cloaths 
of the favourite Eſa, transform it felf into 
the ſhape and intereſt* of 'the darling ſin, and 
it need not doubt 'of a free admifgon. But all 
this whule to pretend conſcience for ſuch an abſti- 
zence, 1s of all other pleas the moſt abſird ; for 
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why ſhould he ſcruple at one, that abandons hin 
ſelf to another ? As S. Fames argues concerning 
the guilt, fo may wefor the a of Sin: Hethat 
faid, Do not commit adultery, ſaid alſo, Do not kill; 
and 'tis abuſive mockery, the Souldiers Ave Rex, 
to bow to his authority in the ore, and reſiſt itin 
the other. Thus unhappy is the caſe of him who 
entertains one fin, his encloſure is broken down, 
and he's a cormmon for all : an i "oy m_ of 
a reply to any temptation, and like a &aſhful per- 
| Gn. will be G Jeet of y:etaing, becauſe fei 
aſham'd to deny : and this I doubt not,many have 
found experimentally true; ſome fins have been 
committed not ſo tnuch upon the force of incli- 
nation, as to be conſentaneous to themſelves, to 
filence- the upbraidings of their underſtandings 
for acting ſo unevenly, it being impoſlible to give 
a realonable account, why ths and not that, or 
that ; for when by ozc bold wilful ſin a man enter'd | 
into a#ate of hoſtility with God, *tis not a zender- | 
zeſs in all others will make up the #reach : and 
then they think the rule of known enemies takes 
place, where all civilities are diſclaim'd, and | 
the-quarrel manag'd to the moſt advantage. | 
The refolv'd Adulterer could p zhaps withort 
much difficulty be juft ; but when he conſiders 
that that one Helena of his will certainty make 
a war, he thinks 'tis an 1mpertinent #zcezefs td 
loſe a good prize, or diſmiſs his covetoaſweſs while 
he re!olves to retain his /uff. The incorrigible 
aruzkard could perchance eaſily enough be chaſte, 
but whcn he remembers that 4ruxkeanecſs ex- 
e On : cluaes 
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clades him from the Kingdom of Heaven; having 


made that {ale of his eternal inheritance, he thinks 
*tis but good husbandry to get as much as he cart 
for it: treacherous a gueſt is any one Sin admit- 


| ted, andlodgdin the heart, jt defpoils it of all 


its armour of defence, leaves it nothing where- 
with to guard it ſelf againſt any affailant ; and be 
it ever ſo ſmall a one, *tis like thoſe /iztle thieves, 
which being put in at the window, ſet the doors 
open to all the reſt. | ; 
BU T perhaps this 4arger may be thought in 
ſome degree warded by the natural remper and 
conſtitution of men, which neceflarily renders 
them unapt to confradiffory vices, and fo will {e- 
cure them at leaſt from ſo many as aredifagree- 


able totheir Temper : but if this ſhould be gran- 


ted, yet it confefſedly leayes them open to all 
others, and that were certainly bad enough: he 
that is as wicked, as his complexioncannot only en- 
cline, but permit him to be, will not want much of 
the utmoſt number of ſins: but whatever we can 
ſuppoſe that to ſtrike off from the tale ; yet in 
the ſecond place, 'tis vety much to be fear'd, that 
will defaulknothing of the weight ; he that ſins 
to the height of his appetite, perhaps power, ſhall 
he be ever the more 77zocent, becauſe there were 
ſome nauſeated ſius, which he had not Self denial 
enough tocommit? God abſolves us in propor- 
tion to the refitnude of our Wills, not the rice- 
xeſs of our Complexions: he that wills to pur- 
fue whatever he can find guſfful, how impions {o- 
ever ; ſhallit be ver2ne in him that ſome Sins are 

Hjze 
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znſavenry and dilagreeing to his Palate? "If it 
ſhould, there may to many extrinſick things be by 
Analogy brought in, either to {well or abate the 
accounts of our ſin, that we ſhall þe much ta ſcek 
in the eſtimate of jt, 

BU T inthe third place even theſe very aver- 
fions are na infallible preſervative ; for if they 
happen ta be more maderate and remiſs, than the 
loye of ſome other ſin; that predominant incli. 
ration will ſubdue thoſe di/ikes, when ever its 
intereſt is' to be {erv'd by thoſe otherwiſe not 
guft ful commiſſions, There 15 nothing mare or- 
dinary that to fee one appetite -purſued to the 
violation af another. A man perhaps hates 
drunkenneſs, not only as a beſtiat but unzaſie vice; 
yet if his /ove to Gain exceed Jus dijlike tothat ; 
when that 1s requiſite to make up the price of a 


| 


good bargain, that averſion muſt ſtoop, and give | 


way. A man deſpiſes ſwearing as an infipid im- 


pertinent ſin ; yet if he {et any great valug upon | 
being in the mode, and complying with the gentile | 


Dialeft, that will ſoon debaſe him to what he fo 
much contemn'd : and truly there 1s ſcarce any 


A 


otlier accqunt to be given of that great and foo- | 
Iiſh fin. Butin no other inſtance is this ſo noto- | 


riouſly viſible, as.in that of due/lizg. TI need not 
{ingie out any one mans parttcular 5/nation ; 
the nature of mankind doth certainly avert both 
killing and bczng kil'd : yet when that Phan 
taſm, that Chimera honour, has once poſleſt the 
mind, noreluctance of. humanity is able to make 
bead againſt if; but it commands ag uncon- 


troul'dly | 


| 
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troul'dly, as the Centurion 1N the Goſpel, ſays r» 
this man go nd he goes, to another come and he 
comes: hay as tyranhicadys.as the great Cham 


of Tartary, who as af! Eſſay of his Soveraignty 


condganads whole froops to ride © dovvn þrecypeces 3 
nay theſe Averſions are nor only thus viotently 
ſubdued by ſorne foreign /vf#, bur are many times 
deſttoy'd ever by force of that very victons prin- 
ciple which gave them birth: for we miſtake it 
we think they are always vertuous, or {ſo much 
as innocently founded ; Vice is often at civil wars 
with it ſelf; and the vehement #zclination to 
one, ingendets a 4iſplacency to another ; but yet 
ſuch a ridale is this myſtery of Iniquity, that upon 
the very ſame baſis is built both the abhorrexce 
and commiſſion of the fame Sin. For example, a 
Proud man as much hates to fawn and flatter 
ethers, as he loves to be flatter'd himſelf; yet let 
his pride but once work the other way, and ler 
him upon an ambitions project, then all the mean 
condeicentions imaginable are with eaſe digelt- 
ed, he can crouch and proſtrate, and as the Pſat- 


. if ſpeaks, fall down and humble himſelf, that by 


that deſcent he may rebound to the height he 
aims at: but ſtill pride is the common caule. of 
theſe ſodiſtant effects. * In like manner the Rio- 
tous Prodigal deteſts coverouſneſs, looks upon it , 
asſo ſordid and baſe, that he brands even pro- 
dent frugality as approaching roo near it; yet 
let him but once tind the ſprivgs to grow dry 
whichſhould feed his /uxary ; when he feels his 
Riot begins to exhauſt and prey upon it elf, 

then 


| 
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then even that deſpiſed Govetouſneſs ſhall be call'g 
in to its aid, to dig zettal for the Furnace to melt, 
and ſo by a ſtrange 4a iperiſta ſis, prodigality ſhall 

| beget ropine. Thus unhappily proZfick is every 
Sin, that it carries in its bowels the ſeed and prix 
ciple eyen of thoſe that ſeem the rhoſt Hererogene. | 
es ; and then how ſhall a man that has admitted 
butany one ſuch teeming luſt be ſecur'd thatic 
ſhall not thus propagate, till his Sow! become & 
mere deſatt, fIl'd with all ſorts of w/d and roxio 
Crearnres. : | - 

THERE 3s but ae hope imaginable to inter 
poſe, and that is that Gods grace ſhall prevent this 
exorbitant growth of impiety in him, and I&- 
knowledge that is ſufficient to do it, where it 
may have its kindly operation; but where it has 
fo, It will uniformly ſuppreſs a//ſz», and therefore 
where any one continues in'Force and Vigour, 'tis 
manifeſt that operation of Grace is obſtrudted, | 
and ſuch a man I ſhould deſire ſoberly to conſider | 
what aſſurance he has, that he who has ſo evacu- | 
ated Gods grace in one inſtance, ſhall not do fon | 
another ? It iz ſight of that grace he can be luſt- | 
ful, why ſhall he not be as able to reſiſt it in fe | 
vour of Drunkenneſs, Sacriledge, Rebellion, or | 
any other crime to which he ſhall at any time : 
have appetite ? Can he imagine that God ſends 
forth an irreſiſtible ſtrength againſt ſome ſins, 
whilſt in others he permits men a power of repel 

- bng lus Gree? That were to tranſcribe the $11 
«xs abſurd Phanſie, that he is «(God of the hills and 
et of the valleys;No certainly,he who has his own 


unhappy 


"7+ 8 
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unhappy experience to atteſt the poſſibility of 
fruſtrating the Divine ſuccours in one particulars | 
has too ſure grounds to infer the like in others. 
Nay alas, it doesnot only. infer it by way of r+ 
gument and dedytion, but it is very apt to produce 


-. it by way of cauſe and efficiency; We gain a readi- 


nels to any thing by cuſtom and aſſueta@tion, and 
he who has habitually oppos'd Grace in the de- 
fence of a L#ft, has deliver'd himſelf from that 
modeſty which makes the firſt defiance uncaſie, 
and ſo runs on with eaſe and boldnels to -future 
reliſtance. It fares with men in this violation of 
Goas grace, as it does in that of his Patrimony, the 
firſt Sacriledge is lookt on with ſome horror, 
and men are Rin to deviſe arguments and colours 
todelude their relucating Conſcriexces ; but when 
they have once made the breach, their {crupulo- 
ſity ſoon retires ; one draught of that gmpious 
gain, has ſuch a #upifying effetf, that they can 
without check ſwallow on, till the Sin flame fo 
fiercely, that nothing but mere want of Matter 


-can extinguiſh it. But admit it were poſſible 


fora man to be ſecur'd of his own compliance 
with ſome parts of reſtraining grace whuleſt he 
impugnes it in others, yet who ſhall aſcertain him 
of that grace? It being Gods, implies 'tis not in 
our power, he may ſurely do what he will with 
his own, and though his proziſe has made a ſure 
entail of it to all thole, who humbly ſeek and dili- 
gently uſeit: yet it no where engages that it ſhall 
be the portion of any other ; much le(s that it ſhall 
wmportunately and endlefly renew its aflaults on 

thole 
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thoſe who have often repulſt and put it to flight : 
In that caſe Gods reſolution concerning the old 
world, becomes appliable, My ſpirit ſhall wit at- 
ways ftrive with man ; and Chriſt who forbids us 
to - our pearls before Swine, will certainly never 
proſtitute what 1s infinitely more precious, his 
Grace to thoſe, who have ſo long trampled it un- 
der their feet ; and ſo thoſe mutt be concluded to 
havedone, who have perſevered in any one fin; | 
for Grace is uniformly oppoſite fo all, and there: 
fore the cleaving to any is defiance and affrontts 1: 
it. But we need not the help of inferences and | 
dedution, the threats of God are expreſs 1n this 
matter : The Talert is decreed to be taken fron 
the wnprofitable ſervint, who has not employed if 
to the proper uſe, , and ſuch infallibly is every man 
who has rot atuated the Grace given him to the | 
ſubduing of every rezzzing ſis; and the reprobate | 
”ind mention'd in Scripture as the moſt diſmal | 
of all Plagues, the 18: aS0xiuG., which yields not | 
to the melting and the purging force of Fite, and | 
therefore does conſign to that of Hell, is found: 
ed upon the voluntary rejection of God iti parts | 
cular inſtances, Row. 1. How then can he, that 
in any one ſingfe thing ſo rejets him, aſſure him: | 
felf that ſhall not be the event of it ? That he who | 
would not have Chriſt rule entirely in his heart, 
ſhall at once be put out of his government and pri 
teftion? have all thoſe fpiritual aids withdrawn, 
which ſhould either affiſt him to god, or fortific 
him againſt z//; and like an out-law'd perſon bt 
eXpos'd tothe outrage of all that will aſſault him. 
« AND 
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AND now would God this might be fadly 
pondered, that men would not be their own St- 
7exs, and ehtertain themſelves with thole deceit- 
ful melodies, which will end itt howlings and gnaſh- 
ings of teeth ; that they would not think their ha- 
ving ſome few vertues, and but ſome few vices 
will ſerve toſatisfie the deſign, or procure them 
the rewards of their Chriſtianity: for if they 
ſhould continue in this poſture, and not be temp- 
ted togrow worſe, they may certainly conclude, 
*fis becauſe Satan finds they need not. And can 
they be” proud of that Vertue which the Devil 
himſelf will allow them? And think themlelves 
good enough when they are as bad as he withes 
therti? Buteven in this they hve no other te- 
hure than his Will. When he pleaſes for his 1n- 
tereſt, or even for his divertiſement and recreati- 
on, He may hurry themto all that is moſt enor- 
mous, convert their Hypocrifte to prophaneneſs, 
their partial Piety to univerſal Ungodlineſs ; they 
have nothing to interpoſe in their own Defence, 
not ſo much as a reaſonable argument to oppoſe to 
him, they have made a voluntary fale of them- 
ſelves for one of more beloved ſin, and now as his 
vaſſals he tnay impoſe on them what others he 
pleales: and by their doting affection to their Ra- 
chet, take advantagealſoto obtrude the detpis'd 
Leah upon them: And how wretched, how de- 
Potable is this ſtate ? What a Piery is this that 
we muſt owe to the Devil, while we can bets 
better than he will let us ? | 
YET thisis _ the conditiofr 

of 
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of every man that is not ſincerely uniformly 


Chriſtian ; every indulg'd lin gives Sataz livery 
and ſeifin of his heart, and a power to diſpole of 
it as he pleaſe. 1} know men are apt to flatter | 
themſelves with other hopes, and think that thoſe 
obediences rhey pay to God ſhall like a pre-in- 
gagement diſannul all after contracts made by 
guilt, and put them into. the poſſcſhon of Him 
whois able to bind that ffrozg man, But Gold | 
will not be acceſlary to ſuch a fraud, even to- 
wards the Devil ; while they keep the price, en 


joy that pleaſure or profit wherewith he bought 


them, God will never interpole to defeat him of 


his purchaſe. 


AND as God will not thus forcibly wreſt 
them out ofhis hands, much leſs will he deſcend 
roa capitulation and compoſition with him. God | 
z a jealors (Goa, and what jealous husbanddid ever 
by cornpact divide his right with the Jdulterer, | 
Where he finds a perſevering diſloyalty he gives | 
a bill of diyorce and diſclaims his relation. Yet | 
fo befotted are men, as to hope God will ratife 


that alienation they have made of one = of | 
their heart, and contentedly enjoy the reſt ; and | 


i 


as competitors uſe ſometimes to do, ſhare with his | 
Rival. But alas! that immortal quarrel will not 
be thus taken up, the difference between theſe ir 
reconcilable Aztagoniſts will not be ſo compromi 
ſed, God di{dains ſuch & treaty, nor will ever 
come fo much as toan interview with his enemy, 
within the lifts and receſſes of one Heart. And 
while men labour ſuch an accord, they are but 


combining 


13J 
combining with Sataz againſt God and their own 
Souls: he Knows well, that while he holds any 
part, God will have none, and ſo the whole falls 
to him; and then he may very ſafely be modeſt; 
and demand but moderately, and by that ſeeming 
difference and yielding, gain more than by all his 
moſt eager ccntendings. I ſuppoſe every man 
will diſowh! the having this ridiculous defign of 
compounding the ſtrife betweet Heaven and 
Hell ; bur certainly itis the natural interpretation 
of ſuch parrial obediences ; when two Litigants 
contend for ſomething which I have 1n my keep- 


Chaps. | from Partial Obedience; 


ing,. if I divide it between them, is it not obvious 


to conclude I deſire to compoſe the diſpute and 
ſatisfie both parties, and is not this the very caſe 
here? 'Tistrue indeed, it carries a vety abſurd 
found, but then how more abſurd is it for men to 
at at ſuch a tate, that when 'tis reprelented to 
them 1 the trueft colours, themſelyes are aſha- 
med to own what they have done? Andthis calls 
loudly upon them to put themſelves out of the laſh 
of their own diſcipline: to recover ſuch an inno- 
cence that they may not be. forc'd with Davidto 
ſentence Rin | ws henthar their crimesappear 
in the light diſguiſe of a Parable, | 

AND this indeed is the'only proper uſe of all 
theſe conſiderations, the danger ad folly are as 
unuſcful as unpleaſant ſpeculations, unlels it be in 
order to the reforming that wherein both are 
founded. Let men conſider themſelves, as enga- 


- 


 &cd in thoſe wild projects which even themſelyes 


90k on'with ſcorn ; as enſnar'd in that unhappy 
K 2 eontract 
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contract which has rendred them part of the De- 
vils poſſeſſion, and contrive how they may obli- 
ferate that reproach, and dilintangle their Mort- 
gag'd Souls. 

AND for this there is but one way imagi- 
nable, and that is, by quitting their hands of that 


which they took as the valuable conſideration in | 
that mad bargain ; reſtoring Saraxs coyn tohim, 


not only principal but ſe allo : caſting away the 
main fin and all the little appendages, which like 
off-ſets have ſhot our from that roor ; retaining 
nothing that has his mark and impreſs upon it, 


that ſo he may not pretend to any thing of theirs | 


by right of barter or exchange. This, and this 
only 15 the way to diſleiſe him of his Eſtate, to 
cancel thoſe fatal Indentures which bound them 


tohim, and till this be done,. as long as they keep | 


any part of his wages of iniquity, his title remains | 
. thfull force, they are till his ſervants, his vaſ- 


ſals. LE” 
EVE NM the redemption of Chrift has no effi- 
cacy towards the enfranchizing of ſuch ; for 


DE EE 


though it proclaim an univerſal Fwbztee, yet it for- | 


ces liberty upon none; he that will nail his Ear 
tothe dodr-poſt and defie a manumiſſion, ny 
continue his {laviſh ſtate ſtil and indeed thong 


Chritts death was deſign'd toreſcue'us from thi | 


Pu nr ere er EIe Ie 


F 


power of Satan; yet the firſt eſſay of that reſcue | 
was to redeem usfrom our yain converſation: And : 


where that is not done, which is ſo eſſentially 


fundamental to all the reſt, *tis not poſſible any ' 


other part of that Redemption ſhould be- at: 
chiev'd 
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chiev'd, unleſs we will confound the order of N«- 


ture as well as Grace, and make the conſequent 


precede the antecedent. 
'LET noman therefore upon any vain hopes 
delay the one only expedient to his tecurity, but 
ay back the earneſt-pexy he has received from 
Satan, fling away his fi, how pleaſant or profi- 
table ſoever, with the greateſt Abhorrence, as 
knowing 'tis the price of b/oud, and that not only 
his Savtioxrs, but his own too ; and this immedi- 
ately, leſt the forfeiture be irreverſible. We 
know thedanger of lapſing time in caſe of Mort- 
gage, but here our danger is greater, becauſe the 
time is ſo uncertain ; for though God had nothing 
elſe to do in the whole tranſaction ( *twas wholly 
our own work ) yet 'tis he that aſſigns the time of 
forfeiture : he alone knows how tar we may go 
in ſin, before we pals the poſhbility of a retreat ; 
how long he will be provok'd before he ſuffer his 
whole diſpleaſure to ariſe ; and how many repel- 
Iings of his Grace, and quenchings of his Spirit 
they are, to which his deſertions are apportion'd. 
Pharaohs heart was hardned by God after the 
Eighth reſiſtance, and we have no ſecurity but ours 
may be ſoozer, yet if that ſhould be taken as the 
ſtanding meaftre, how dreadful an abade would 
It make to many of us? Who is there that has 
eſpouſed any one beloved ſin, that has not much 
oftner ro the as of it, every one of which 
15 a reſiſtance and a contumacy againſt God? 
Who is there that has not done it againſt ſo many 
expreſs warnings and loud calls ofGod in hisown 
X3 Conſt 


/ 
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Conſtiemeet W hich renders it yet a fuller p:ra/lel, 
and *fis to be teay'd, too many agree with it even 
in the laſt and higheſt circumſtance, th. of the 
Plagues too, by. an obſtinate perſiſting after ſ 
many Judgments ſent to mollite and reclaim 
them ; and then where the prem7ſes are the ſame, 
tis too likely the concluſion may be lo alfo. | 

I SHALL got wiſh any Perſon io ſiricily 
to apply this caſe, as to conclude, that he 1s al- 
ready 1a this ſtate, but J,could with all men 
would apply it ſo far, as to infer how pg///ble, nay 
how probabiz it is, phat the very next reliſtance 
ſhall put them in 1t. *Tis not #-haraobs veing q 


Heathen and they Chriſtians that will give tliem | 


any ſecurity ; it being no part of the Golpe: Co- 
yenant, - that men ſhall be ever the longer al 'owed 
to trample upon Grace. All the ditfexcnce it 


makes 1s rather on the other {ide ; the contempts | 
are enhans'd to a higher guilt, and oy. Fey | 
the fewer acts may now ſerve to i11 up the mex- | 


ſure, And if xheir experience teſtife to them, 


_ 


that in their particular God. has us'd a greater | 


long-luffering, than he has given any grounds to 
expect, if the guilt of their Conſciences teſtttic 


Ty DS IHE 1 


that they have commitred many mare acts; and | 
yet ſome remaining tenderneſles and regrets wit- | 


nels alio, that they are not. yet given upto an ut: 


:Fer harneſs and obduration, O let them not pre: | 


_ fume themſelves {afe, -becauſe they are not utter- 
2 aciperate; bur lay their hearts open to be 
. Ttampt and impreſt by grace, before they grow 
. prterly inflexible ; timely conſider what 1s the 

0 - | debgn 
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deſign of this /ongenimity, and without any more . 
(truglings and reſiſtance ſuffer it to attain 1ts aim 
and lead them to repentance, 

FOR though their Souls be not yet wholly 
petrified, yet how know they 1n whatan inſtant 
that unhappy Metamorphoſis may be wrought ; 
orif it ſhould not be fo ſudden, Net "tis certain 
every act of fin makes gradual approaches to- 
wards it: {o that if God ſhould not inflict it by 
way of puniſhmezt, yet the mere force of Habit 
would produce it by way of zatural efficacy : And 
to be convinc'd of this, I ſhould require:no more, 
but that men would refle&, and ſee what effects 


it has already wrought, how fax it has advanc'd 


towards that fatal point. Let them ſend their 
thoughts back through every ſtage and period of 
their ſin, and obſerve whether as that has grown, 
ſo their tenderneſs and reluctance of Conſcience 
has not abated and decreas'd: Let them but re- 
colle& what xegrets and diſquiets they had, when 


. they ventuyr'd upon the firſt unlawful commiſh- 


on, and compare it with their preſent, and I doubt 
not they wull diſcern a great-inequality ; they 
will find that every ac of fin hath allayed fome- 
what of the ſharpneſs of thoſe pangs, ' and pro- 
portionably to the oquncy of the repetition 
they appraach toward 1nſenſible: and then let 
him whoſe older Habit has multiplied thaſe 47s, 
ſadly conſider how few #eps he has tothe end of 


his unhappy Jaurney, though no extrinſick con- 


current ſhould haſten his pace. But when Gods 


. deſertion ſhall, as for ought he knows it may the 


=. nexs 
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next minute ſupervense: that as a full and violent 


t+:ddrives him in an inſtant, not to the Harbour, 


but on the Rock where he will be 1rrecoverably 
ſplit. - 

x NOR let any man fortifie himſelf againſt 
theſe terrors, by hoping that his own ſingle ( per- 
haps ſmall ) ſin ſhall not have this deſtructive 
force ; for if it be w-/fal it carries in it that which 
1s m"__y the malignity of all fin, to wit, a re 


CYaps, [ 


ſiſtance and oppoſition againſt God, and this is | 


ſo mortal a Venome, that the leaſt Doſe of its 
aeadly, as a man may as certainly be poiſon'd by 
a adram of Arſenick, ith the /argeſt draught. 

- THE more natural inference lies the other 
way, if it be but a ſingleor petty ſin, 'tis ſo much 
the eaſier topart with; hethar is bound witha 


#rong Cable, of witha multitude of leſſer Cords, | 


may pretend ſome zecefity of his Captivity, from 
theſtrength of his bonds ; but he that is tied with 
one ſlender ring, ſuch as one reſolute ſtruggle 
would be fureto break: he is priſozer only to |< 
own ſ/orh or humor, and who will pity his thral- 
dom, where'tis ſo apparently his chozce Do not 
therefore ſay my ſin 1s inconſiderable, and there- 
fore1 need not relinquiſh it; bur my ſin: is incon- 
ſiderable,: cherefoe hoſe not; beep it. So ſlight 
a pleaſure ] may part with and find no miſs: this 
pedling profit I may reſign and twill be no breach 
1nmy Eſtate, - And if Chriff requirea renunciati- 


on of thoſe ſes, which areas the Hand and Eye, 


Hair or Nails? 1 | 


ſhall I ſcruple to depoſite thoſe which are but as the 


OGG Err Oe Torn 
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NAY, he may yet argue higher, and from the 
fnalneſs of the fin deduce the enhanſement of the 
Guilt: great acquiſitions carry ſome temptation 
in their face, but deſpicable prizes do rather 


\ avert than tempt. 'Twas the ſign of a common 


harlot to be hired with a kid, Gen. 38. and ſure he 


' muſt be of a ſtrange proſtitute Soul, that can 


adulterate for ſuch low trivial wages. To diſho- 
nour God, though the whole world were to be ac- 
quir'd by it, were great impiety ; but to do it for 
handfuls of Barley and pieces of Bread? Exzek. 173. 
19. himſelf brands as a yet higher pitch. - And 
ſure it argues a very light eſteem of God, when 
one poor contemptible luſt ſhall be able to over- 
poize him 1n our hearts. | | 
NOR is the folly leſs than the profaneneſs, 
when there is but one Jonah to be caſt over-board, 
'ris the greater madneſs to hazard a wrack ; and 
let ſuch a man pretend what he pleaſes in extenu- 
ation of his fin, make fhat appear never ſo minute 
and deſpicable, yet *'tis apparent all the love 
which other men ſcatter anddiſtribute upon ſeve- 
ral, he has united and concentred in this one luſt. 
The moſt doting affet#ion when it is ſummed up 
can amount tono more than this, that it makes a 


man expoſe himſelf to the greateſt pair, the 


greateſt /oſs for the thing beloved. ' And this is 
moſt vilible here, Hell is-as certainly acquir'd, 
and Heaven as certainly forfeited by one ſin as 1a- 
2 3 and then though there may be odds in other 
reſpects, yet what 1s there in this, between this 
more 2oaeſt and the moſt /icentions Sinner, but 
It {4 or» © cs | WR 1s char 
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that the former puts the ſame value upon ane, that | 
the other dogs upon many fins, and ſells his Soul 
ſomuch the cheaper. Ss. 
AND now wquld God ſuch men would re 
view their bargain, ſoberly conſider what theres. 
1n this [dolz/d ſin of theirs, which ſhquld exaG ſuch 
coſtly ſacrifices. Let him whoſe long intimacy and 
experience has given him accels to its moſt ſecret | 
receſſes, that has rifled its bowels, and knows the | 
utmoſt whether of pleaſure or prafit that lis 
there conceal'd : Let him Iſay, that is thus qua: 
lified for it, make an exact inventory of its 
wealth, and then let him compare it with what 
he is to pay for it ; weigh its flat and momentary 
Pleaſures, with thoſe molt tranſcending andper. | 
petual Foys which are at Gods right hand; its baſe 
and periſhing commodities, with thoſe unfailing | 
trealuresin Hzaven ; and then judge of hispur-| 
chaſe in reſpe& of that part of his prize : And if 
that be:not convincement enough, let him weigh 
the otheralſo: thoſe {ſad pars which are too ivte | 
lersble to beſuffer'd, and yet {o eternal, that they 
can neyer ceaſe to be {uffer'd, and think whether 
that be not too dear a rate for that pleaſure, whoſe | 
uſt is fo little, and whoſeduratiqn is leſs: «| 
what profit he will have in the revenue of his fin, | 
that Gold and Silver which will finally eat his feb 
44 it were fire, Fa. 5.3. and prove the unhappy f+ 


- 
. 


el of his flames, . 


FROM all theſe premiſſes, certainly Reaſaq 
and Religion do equally, infer the {ame cocluſin, 
to wit, rhat men foal elerc themſelves 
_ a 6 7% ES: - +3446 e-v « 4 py. 3% One » 
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one minute in any known ſin of how ſmall a ſize 
ſuever it be ; nor {o impertinently betray rheit 
Souls to ruine for that which they call light and 
trivial ; and is ſo indeed in reſpe& of the athueſl, 
but overwhelmingly ponderous it regard of the 
effects and pernicious conſequents. And O that 
mens practices might evince them to have made 
this juſt deduction, that thoſe who have in many 
things preſerv'd an i#nocence, would not be ſoill 
husbands as to forfeit all the advantage of that 
Care for waat of extending it a little farther, 
nor ſuffer the whiter parts of their Soul to be diſ- 
colour'd or tinted by the reflection of one crim- 
ſon ſin 3 but rather L their tears waſh that into 
2 whiteneſs, that they may be uniform and of a 
piece. For though Facob clad his darling Foſeph in 
2 party-colour'd garment ; yer God owns none 
either for favourite-Soz, or fomuch as Servarr, 
that he finds ſo arrayed. The followers of the Lamb 
are all clad in white, and in that attire we muſt be 
ſure to put qur ſelves, if we mean to goin with 
him to the marriage. And ſinct the Goſpel is the 
invitation to thar feaſt; let none imagine he has 
cornplied with it till he have thus: fitted himſelf: 
fill then he affronts and 4affes his Chriſtianity, 
ſends it away eihpty without its errand ; nay, 
which is worſe, proſtirares and profanes it, makes 
it ſerve only for a Gourd, that he may fir under the 
ſhadow ofit, and carntnit his fins the more undi- 
{turbed ; butlet him retnember rhar he is all this 
while breeding that wor2,, ' which will ſmite this 
Goura, and leave him unſheltered to that ſcorch- 
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ing wrath of God, which will make the improxe. 
ment. of Fonhs paſſionate wiſh, that God woulg | 
take away his life, his moſt rational Deſire; req. | 
der not Death only, but Annihilation allo as el. 
gible, as it will be Impojble. 7 


CHAP. VII. 
A Survey of the Miſchief, ariſing from Miſtake 


concerning Repentance. 


NOTHER dangerous Underminer of 
Chriſtian Practice is the many affe&ed | 
miſtakes in the buſineſs of Repertanc, | 

Men look upon that as the grand recipe of the | 

Goſpel, and infallible Gatholicon againſt all their 

ſpiritual maladies ; and fo far they judge right, 

for ſo indeed it 1s. But when they praceed to | 
compound this ſoveraign Medicize for their own 
uſe, they do it moſt deceitfully ; leave out the | 
principal and moſt operative ingredients : andby | 
being ſuch ill Aporbecaries, defame the Goſpels; 
the UViſpenrſatory, and Chriſt as the Phyſician, and | 
likewiſe ruine themſelves as the Patients. ' But | 
of thoſe who 'make this imperfe& and defective | 
compoſition, all do it not alike ; ſome leave out | 
one part, {ome another, and ſame ſo many, that | 
they retain nothing of its ſubſtance and reality: 
Eat out all the heart and vertue of it, and leave 
only an empty ſhe!!, the gilding, as It m—_ 
b ill 


"I * M6. 
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Chap.7. 
prove. | Pi, the Form and mere outſide of Repex- 
would ' farce. E | 
"| IN this latter rank I ptace thoſe who ſuffer 

repentance to paſs no farther than their Frontiers, 

and Out-works, aſfign it its quarters in the ſ#- 

perficies of the man, the Face, or Tongue, or Ge- 
| #ure; but ifitattempt to penetrate any deeper, 
— | if if ſend but one ſerious thought to alarm the 

' heart, then like the Edomites againſt Iſfrae!, 
Num. 20, all the forces are muſtered to impede 

Aakes Its paſſage ; ſuch forme! Penitents as theſe all 
ages have produc'd. Chriſt tells of thoſe who 
disfignr”d their fates, Matth. 6. 16. put on, 'as'it 
er of Were, a vizardonly to act this part : and Eſay 5S. 
>4&q | 5. long before defcribes them, by the owing 
ence | 4ownthe head like a Bull-7uſh, and certainly the 
f the | raceof them is not worn out in our days ; ade- 
their Mure or rather a Tugubrious ok, a ſad of 
1oht, | whining toe, makes up, 'tis to be fear'd, the 
d to] Jummoi many mens Humiliations. Nay as the 

| | world has of late gone, that alone were but a mo- 
tthe; deſt pretence: ſuch theatrical forms ſtickle hard 
dby forthe prize, not of that one part, but of all re- 
els Iigion: adifforted conntexance is made the Mark 
and] fan upright heart, andnone is thought to' ſpeak 
But | the Language of Caray, that drefles it not in an 
Rive | uncouth found: ayd then what wonder is it, 

out | that they are impatient others ſhould worfhip 
that | God, as David invites, in the beauty, while 
ity: themſelves chuſe to do it, in the Deformity of 

holineſs, | 3 


BUT 
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BUT others make ſomewhat a fairer advangy 
towards repentance, by taking in ſome of thoſe! 

ings which are indeed its neceſſary concomitants;. 
of this Kind is in the firſt place confeſ7or of Sin) 
and thjs after ſome (ott is ſtuck at by few; gg 
man who hath not herded himſelf with the wor 
ſort. of Fapaticks, _— himſelf finlefs, of 
pretends to be thought {0 by others, but wall ve-| 


0 
ry readily acknowledge to all the world that al 
isa ſinner ; and as t9 men, fo eſpecially and more | 
folemnly to God, Every man that but offers x | 
praying at all, thinks confeſſion a neceffar 
Yemclof his devotion : all publick forms hays 
ever carried that in the f70-t, as ſuppoling it the | 
moſt principal, univertal, and daily requiſiteto | 
the lapſing ftate of humane corruption: . And! 
perhaps 'tis the general innate perſwaſion of this; 
that hath ſecured that part of our Lzt«rgze, from 
thoſe impertinent cavils, which have partic 
hrly aim'd at moſt orher members of x, And 
I wppote this is as frequent in the Cloſet as 0} 
the Church; the offly fear is, that there it is 8 
' bole and general too; that thoſe private ane! 
particular guilts which .are neither tit oor po 
fible tobe diftinly inſerted in prblick, do man 

times loſe their place even: in private Confeſli 
ons: alſo; The ſhortneſs and the eale of gener! 
forms being very likely to recommend them 
thoſe whole numerous ſins threaten too great? | 
tength, and whoſe confus'd ſnarl'd conſcience 
render it difficult, thus to pull out thred by 
thred : but where Sins are thus moulded up ins 
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, retain more of 
their #rengrh and vigor, So that ſuch Confeſſions 
ze very indulgent to Stays intereſt, who fears 
fot the im collions that can be made upon him, 
while his body remains entire: the great executr 
on then beginning when'tis broken and ſcatter'd, 
and each fin is {ingled out for a particular pur- 
ſuit: and where that is not attempted, the war 
can never be ſucceſsful, nor thought in ear- 
nelt. 

BUT ſuppoſe this. be done; and by exat 
enumeration each ſin is parted from its telows, 
as when a conqueror purlues the flying troops of 
routed Enemies 2 yet if this be all, if quarter be 
allowed, and any mercy given, no real prizes . 

ain'd by this atchievement. He who recounts 
fs ſins with milder purpoſe towards them than 
utter exciſion, he makes no approach towards 
the eſſential part of Repentance. He may bring 
out large Catalogues of his ſins, and tall them 
confeſſ;ons ; but 4 may better expreſs his own 
fence, tf he term them rather zz2extories of his 
goods, for ſuch 'tis apparent. he reckons them, 
whulſt he reſolves to keep them. Indeed there 
ts not a more abſurd piece of Pageartry, than 
theſe formal Confeſſions, and ſuch as ſhews 
how little God is conſider'd in his great Attri- 
bute, the ſearcher of hearts, *Tis certain no man 
would hope to attone an offended ſuperior, by 


_ afubmiſs acknowledgement of his fault, did he 


it were 


know that his purpole of reiterating 
| | diſcern'd 
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diſcern'd: and what a tacite b/aſphemy 1s it then, | 
totreat God at ſuch a rate, as preſumes hitn a; 

deceivable as a poor Mortal ; and ſure this were 
a ſtrange Ingredient in repentance. We look onit| 
as 2 high pitch of impiety boaſtingly to avow our | 
ſins, and it deſerves to be conſider'd wherhet this 

kind of confeſfing them have net ſome. affinity | 
with it. Should Tel} a mm I Have imjur'd and | 
provok'd you thus and this, and fo IT refolvets | 
do again at the next opportunity : I refer it to 
iſe, noererache ikindn this were not to 


Juftifee, not retract the upkindneſs. Now whit! 

ſuppoſe thus ſaid to man, is in the ſecret pur- | 
pole of our heart, no lefs 9 pk © wor 40 
God, whio needs not our words to diſcern out | 
meaning. Therefore whoever intends to repeat 

his ſins, nay does not ſeriouſly intend to forſcke 
them, does intruth maintain and defend his vi | 
cious practice, how loudly ſoever his Tongut | 
accuſes it. And ſuch clamors are bar like the | 
feigned Quarrels of combin'd cheats, in ordertd | 
delude ſome third perſon. Bur atas, the ſceneis 

here unluckily laid, for God will not be'mock's, | 
nor will the Wow promis'd to him that confel-| 
ſeth and forſaketh, ever reach him that confel: | 
ſeth and retaizeth, Confeſſion is no farther ac: | 
ceptable' than' as it either flows from}. or tends 

to beget an abhorrence of Sin, and abſtracted | 
from thoſe qualifications it becomes loathſome | 
and diſtaſtfutto God. Alas, can we think our 

Hiſtorical vein lo pleaſant ; that he ſhall be de 

bghted with the 7a7r2rive of thoſe crimes, whole 
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perpetration he deteſted? Can it be Incezſe itt 
kis noſtrils, to haveour D#»ghils dilplayed £ Or 
can his pure eyes be gratified with ſuch polluted 
proſpets? True indeed, he gladly deſcends to 
all this as a Phyſician ; nauſeates not our foule(? 
#lcers, when webring them for cre : but when. 
like beggers we make them openly our form of 
addreſs, and dread nothing mote than their hea/- 
2yg ; certainly their View will only excite his 
2»dignation, not his pity. And this, 'tis to be fear'd 
abodes ſadly to many of us ; 'tis our vulgar Ob- 
jection to the Romarnif, that they make their 
confeſſions contributive rather to their coxfidence 
than-to their reformation: whar their thare is 
ih that guilt, I ſhall not here examine, but T 
may too truly pronounce they have not enclos'd 
it ; that black circle of Sin' and cofeſs, Confels 
and fiz, encompaſſes as well Proteſtants as Pa- 


% 


' piſts ; if poſſibly not quite ſo many, the cauſe 


*fis doubtful is ( what we rieed not boaſt ) not 
that More of us confeſs ari2ht, but that Fewer 
confels a a//, But of thofe that do, if we may 
vut croſs-examine, and interrogate their a&#105 
3gainſt their words, theſe will ſoon confeſs ( and 
that not auricularly, but in a loud and audible 
voice ) the izvalidity of their ſokemneſt Confeſi- 
ons. Whenwe ſee a man that yefterday kept a 
Humuliation, to dey trampling on the fiecks, in- 
vading the poſſeſſions of his Brethren, we need 
no other proof how vainly and unprofitably, if 
not how hypocritically and provokingly he con- 
feſled his Pride, or mn and the like” 


we 
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we may infer when we lee any man perlevere in 
any groſs wilful ſin. And of ſuch, God knows, 
there are ſuch multitudes, 'as will give us inftag- 
ces more than enough,how wide a difference there 
is, between a mere Confitent and a true Penttent, 
BU T in thenext place, a paſſionate regret at 
Sin, a grief and ſadzeſs at its Memory, more 
{peciouſly pretends to enter us into Gods roll of | 
Mourxers: Sorrow has ( 1n vulgar acceptation. ) 
ſo engroſt the whole notion of repentance, that 
men are apt to ſecure themſelves, that the Wind | 
of a penitential Szzh is ſo mighty, as wall blow 
away the guilt of the moſt mountainous Sx? 
that if they have but wept a little upon their 
crimes, they have quite ext#nguifht the wrath | 
they kindled: but alas theſe are vain dreams, God | 
who delights not to grieve the chilaren of men, does | 
not project for our ſorrow, but our innocence; 
and would never haveinvited us tothe one, but. 
as an expedient to the other. *Tis natural even | 
to mere Animals toiſhun that by which they have | 
ſmarted, and therefore ſorrow for ſin is a very 
proper means to avert our appetite from it; butif| 
we have learnt the unhappy skill of ſeparating the | 
effett from the cauſe; if our Grief abate not our | 
ove ; if we cancaſt kind looks at our ſins, even 
through thoſe Tears wherewith our Eyes at 
glas'd, this will ſure be as far from —— | 
our deſign, as Gods: leave us equally unpardon's, | 
as unreform'd. | 
NAY alas, ſuch Sorrows as theſe will rs 
ther ſerve to exhanſe than expiate our you 
they 
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they are loud witneſſes againſt us, that we know 
the malignity of thoſe ſins we commit ; that we 
have pois'd them, and find them as a talent of lead 
upon our Souls; and yet prefer them betore 
Chriſts /jght burthen: that we have out-vied that 
perverſe Election wherewith Eh» charges Feb, 
and choſen affiition rather than 7vnocence, Fob 
36.21, and though we have felt the grawing of 
theWorm, yet ſtill reſolve to cheriſh it, till it 
pains its woful Concomitant of #nquenchable fire ; 
and ſure this reſolvedneſs, this high fortituae in 
Sin, can with no reaſon be imagin'da prepara- 
tive to its remiſſion , *twill rather ſerve to 
lift us among Satans Martyrs, than Gods Per 
tents. | FT | 
AND indeed if we examine*the original of 
this kind of Sorrow, what is there that can with 
any face pretend to an acceptation? Alas! 'tis 
apparent there 15 no diſlike to the {in ; for the na- 
tural effettof that, would be the abandoning 1t. 
IfI have faln into the mire, - common. reaſon di- 
recs me, not to fit down and cry that I am fo de- 
filed ; buttocleanſe and waſh my ſelf, and be- 
ware of ſuch atiother miſadventure. Now Gcds 
enmity is purely with the ſin: and if we think to 
contract league. with him ; we muſt eſpouſe his 
quarrel, hate what he hates : But in this caſe 'tis 
quite otherwiſe, we diſlike only the conſequence, 
not the crime ; are diſſatisfied to ſee that what is 
ſo pleaſirit, will not be fafe : deteſt thoſe rempo- 
ral of eternal miſeries, which God has annext ts 
it : which'is upon _— to grieve. not becauſe 
2 we 
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we are guifty, but God is juſt ; and to avert only 
that part ofthe ev2/, of which he owns to be the 
author, . that of Pariſhment ; whillt that of Sin, 

25 0ur own creature, we dandle and care!s. And 

can we think it ſufficient to atone an incenſed 

Majeſty, that we love our own eale, whi.e yet we 

love our fin ſo much better? Is 1t a v<-tne to 

have ſome ineffe&tive regrets to damnation, and 

ſuch a VYertue too, as ſhall ſerve to balance all 

our vices? This were indeed a- compendious 

courſe to block up Hell gates, and leave none a 

poſſibility of ever getting thither, but thoſe who 
ſcaled the wall and deſperately reſolved to poſ- 

ſels themſelves of that place of Torment. But 

alas, they are other frnzts of Repentance that 

mult deliver us from the wrath to come: for 

though I deny not, that the apprehenſion of Dan- | 

geris extremely both reaſonable and uſeful, yet 

'tis only by way of preparative: 'tis like the 

Trumpet that gives the Alarm, and ſet us to the | 

battel, but it muſt not pretend to be like thoſe 

of Gideoz: that atchicy'd the whole victory. To 

ſee our dazger, may occaſion, but does not caule, 

or neceſlarily infer an eſcape. I may madly leap 

into that pit which I ſee gaping to {wallow me, | 

Had then my foreſight ſerves only to render me 
my own murderer. In ſhort, if that formidable | 

aſpect of our Sins, make us run from them, it | 

has done us the happieſt offiee ; pluckt ws, as | 

S. Fude ſays, out of the fire : but if our love beſo 

doting, as to counter-charm our fear, if we be 

io bewitcht with the deveirfulneſs of ſin, that we 

Will 
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will have its Embraces, though we know them 
deadly; if we weep that we have ſinn'd, and yet 
go on to fin; our wilful Galt will defile our 
Tears, but our tears will never cleanſe our guilt. 
We only aſſiſt in the judicature againſt our ſelves; 
and to Gods condemnation add our own: and 
what we call our Penitence, becomes a fad Atte- 
ation of our Incorvigiblenels. 

AND as this mere Sorrow will never avail, {0 
neither will a partialand imperfect reformation, 
2nd that whether jr be defective in reſpect of the 
kind, or of the dyuratioz : to the former we have 
ſpoken elſewhere, and ſhall not need to repeat : 
but of the latter there will need no leſs cauti- 
on ; men being apt to obtrude fallacies on them- 
ſelves in this as much as in the other. Every 
tranſient g/eam of Piety is concluded to be that 
flame in which the Holy Ghoſt deſcended, and 
though it want the main circumſtance of reſting 
on them, yet ſerves to perſonate the Comforter, 
He that hill the ſoreneſs of his late pangs of 
conſcience remains, finds himſelf a little indi(- 
pos'd for a new career in in, preſently concludes 
repentance hath had its perfect work in him, made 
that change and tranſmutation, which certainly |. 
denominates him a ew creature, and pronounces 
his vicious appetites extint and mortified: when 
alas they are but ſtrew'd over with a little pet- 
tential fſhes, and will as ſoon as they meet with 
combuſtible matter, any apt temptation, flame 
out as fierce as ever; and God knows the 
event dyes too often pevally atteſt this, after all 

i 3 the 
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the ablutions, and purification 'of their repen- 
tance, their next work is to diveſt themſelves of 
their white robe, and thoſe whom yeſterday you 
jaw in the /aver, today you ſhall ind wallowing 
in the 2/7e: andas with far the more gut, - ſo 
ſumetimes with much the greater confidence, for 
having been ſo waſht: yet ſo ſtrongly are ſome 
mens phanctes polleit with their imaginary purt- 
ty, thatthcy are the laſt that take notice how 
rhe ſcene is chang'd: they comfort themſelves, 
that fin and they have had ſome little skirmiſhes, 
though but preparatory to, a cloſer /eague ; that 
they had fixt good purpoſes, though there remain 
nothing viſible but their violation ; and ſo walk 
call themlielves Chriſts Sheep, though their no- 
corious impurities witneſs them to belong. on- 
ly to that herd into which the Legion en- 
wes. . | 

THIS is a deceit which one would think 


ſhould immediately detect it ſelf, but 'tis ſtrange | 


roſee, how our wiſhes can preſcribe to our farth; 
and what a more than omniporent power our felt- 
love has in reconciling contradictions : yet Ican 
 fearce think this innare ſtrength. of corruption: 
had becn ſufficient for the purpoſe, had it not had 
the auxiliary aid of ſome commodious doctrines. 
My preſent defign is ſo far from controverlial, 
that Lam lothto point out any to which I muſt 
expreſs unkindneſs: yet upon this occaſion, I 
;hail refer ir to conſideration, whether that me- 
thod which has been us'd to quiet ſome Conlci- 
E©1cE5, be not very apt to ſtupifie ore. When I 
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ſee one who from his preſent reigning ſins, regu- 
larly infers the illneſs of his tate ; that is yet by 
his Caſuiſt diverted from that praſpe&, and bid 
look back to ſee, wherher no part of his life af- 
forded any Evidence of true Grace ; and if he 
can but remember any ſuch time, 1s warranted 
to make that his Epocha, from whence to date his 
infallible aſſurance ; 1s told that that 5mmortal ſeed, 
though it may be covered,yet cannot be choaked ; 
but will moſt certainly ſpring up unto Erermal 
life: When,I fay,Iſee this cafie remedy preſcrib'd 
to his fears, *twall be obvious for me to compound 
my ſelf an Aztidete from the ſame Ingredients: 
to fix my Eye upon ſome 247k of Regeneration 
which at ſome time or other, Ieither have, or 
phancied to have had upon me,and with the fted- 
faſt beholding of that, as of the 5razen Serpent 
befortified againſt all the vezome of my fiery luſts : 
Caſt in this one ſtick, and with it ſweeten all the. 
waters of eMarah, ſecure me againſt all the bit- 


ter effects of my preſent guilts. How fatal an 


influence ſuch diſcourſings asftheſe are apt to 
have on practice, 1s too obvious both in the cauſe 
and effe&t: I need not examine the authority of 
that grand Principle on which they are founded ; 
fince if that were admitted, yet it will not juſtifie 
the before-menrion'd Superſtructure:; for ſuppoſe 
it receiv'd as an infaliible truth, that grace 1ftrue 
can never be loſt : yet tis, by the confeſſion of 
all, ſocaſie to be deceiv'd in judging what is fo, 
and our partialities to our ſelves are fo likely to, 
betray us to that deceit ; that thele Corollaries. 
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men deduce thence for their perſonal afſurance, | 


can never partake of the ſuppos'd intallibility of 


thole premiſſes they derive trom, and conſequent- | 
| ltyare much too flighta hafis for men to truſtwith | 
lo great a wezzht, as 1s that of their preſent comfort | 


and future State. | 
SEVE RAL other pernicious errors therg 


are in the matter of Repextance which men fall in- | 
to, ſhall Lay, or rather aſpire to; make 1t their | 
ambition to be under their covert and patronage, | 


and with extreme Violence to their reaſox. as well 
as religzor, climb up to thole caſtles in the air,and 
there fortifie themſelves impregnably againſt all 
the ſacred Artillery of Divine threats, Their 
falſe confiaences ſerve them as featber-beds, not on- 


ly to fleep ſecurely in, but to dead. all bullets that | 
are ſhot againſt them., But of all thoſe deceitful | 


| refuges, there is none more treacherous, and yet 
more confidently and univerſally reſorted to, than 
that ofa'Kepentance in reverſion, to commence no 
body knows when, ſome months or years hence, 
when thus buſineſs 1s diſpatcht, that luſt fatiated; 
or indeed to bear the ſame date'( if not a later) 
with their laſt Will and Teſtament. This is that 
unhappy retreat to which thoxſands fly as the rout- 
ed Syrians to Aphek, 1 Kings 20, 3o. till they are 
entomb qd 1n that wall,whoſe ſhelter they ſolicited x 
How deſperate the hazard of ſuch procraſtinatiog 
ts, hath been ſo convincingly demonſtrated by 
better Pens; that zrumpes-hath been blowed {9 
twwd by all our {piritual watchmer, that ther re- 
mains nothing ſealonable, but to wonder whence 
re IgE : P « Ss - oO ; ' MEN 
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' menhave got that Lerhe which ſecures them their 
' ſleep in ſpight of that Alarm: and certainly 'tis 
; matter of the greateſt aſtoniſhment to obſerve 


the ſtupid, yet common boldneſs of men, who ſo 


' fearleſly expoſe themſelves to this moſt formi- 


dable of perils ; who yet in things of far leſs dan- 
gerand lighter conſequence are ſo nicely timo- 
rous, that no ſecurity is thought enough, every 
the remoteſt danger - (far outward concerns, 
excites their prelent vigilance to avert it: but 
here that order is moſt abſurdly inverted, and the 
preſent imminent danger is aſſign'd and put off tq 
their future care, Let the Phyſiciaz tell them he 
obſerves ſome Symptomes of a latent Malad 
ſome aptitudes or fir{t Caules of a Liſeaſe ; wha 
haſt is there made to'meet that Enemy 72 the 
frontiers, betore it advance too far? All Arts of 
prevention are us'd,and ſuch uneaſie remedzes fub- 
mitted to, as perhaps out-bid the paz of the Diſ- 
eaſe. Inlike manner let a Lawyer tell them he has 
{pied ſome defect in an entail, which may perhaps 
in thenext age give ſome interruption to their 
delign of having their houſes endure for ever,P ſal. 
47. how {olicitous are they to repair that error, 
and leave nothing to the mercy of a Law-quirk ? 
And in both caſes thank the vigilant care of their 
informer that gave them notice of their danger ; 
But let the Divine tell them he ſees their Souls 
languiſhing under the moſt mortal diſeaſes ; that 
they have .aQtually forfeited their inheritance in 
the land of the living, they can hear it uncon- 
cernedly ; fay, or at leaſt think thoſe cares are to 
Ls ej ks 2, | OTE? 7 Jy be 
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. be remitted to Felix his more convenient ſeaſon, | cx 
that when their Bodies are as infirm as their Soul;, | as 
then care may be taken for both together. That | 6». 
*is chough for their ſpiritual Life to commence, | re! 
when the natural is expiring, and then to provide | w! 
for everlaſting Habitations, when they are putting | far 
off their Earthly Tabernacle: as for the thanks | for 
they give their Mozitor, *tis generally the ſame | {11 
that S. Paul received from the Galatians, to | an 
count him their exzemy for telling them the Truth, | to 
Gal, 4. 16. but alas he has no reaſon to reſent the ! 1m 
injury, fince'tis but the ſame they offer to their | 
neareſt and moſt intimate friend, that Angel guqr- | ch 
dian which God and Nature has placed within | {el 
their own breaſts, I mean their Conſcience: let | ſb 
that at any time whiſper the ſame admonition, | en 
and immediately they cry out as Ahab to Eliah, | of 
Haſt thou found me O my enemy? All arts are usd | in! 
to convey themſelves out of its Reach, Buſineſs, | to! 
or Company, or Drink, or any thing is ſolicited | wi 
tocome in to their reſcue, that in that throng | ant 
they may deceive its purſuit, or at leaſt in that 
louder noiſe drown its voice; and 15 not thisto | 0, 
look on it as their Enemy, while they ſhun it as | {el 
a eMatlefattor does the Officer ? Yet I appeal to | wc 

the breaſts of thoſe, who lean upon the brokS. | ter 

Reed of a late Repertance, whether this be'not the ' the 

caſe with them: let them tell me whether they | the 

dare truſt themſelves alone with their Conſcience, | rill 

ive it opportunity of ſpeaking freely to them, of | fus 

laying before them the mad adventure they make 

of ther precious Soxls ; which they do not my as: 
x expole 
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In, | Expoſe to. as many hazards of a jul? damnation, 
45, | asthere are accidents which may ſurprize xheir 
nat | bodies with a ſudden death; but do belides by this 
ce, | reſiſtance repel and quench rhat Spirir, without 
d | which they can never hope to effe&that ſo neceſ- 
ng | fary, ſodithcult a work ; nay, I may, I fear, ask 
ks | ſome of them, whether they have not ſo often 
ne | ſhunned theſe parleys, that their Coxſciences like 
to | an abus'd Friend, bas at laſt given them over, ceaſt 
h, | fo purſue them with more of thoſe unwelcome 
he | 1mportunities ; and by its ſilence left them ſe- 
jr | cur'd fromall noiſe which may diſturb that trea- 
z- | cherous fleep into which they have lulled them- 
in | ſelves. Totliole who are thus given up to the 
et | ſpirit of lumber, I cannot hope to ſpeak loud 
n, | enough to rbule them; but to thoſe that are but 
þ, | ofthe former rank, that have nor yet ſo proſper'd 
'4 | intheir unkind deſign againſt themſelves, as quite 
s, | tohavealienated their boſom friend, that are yer 
| | within the reach of thoſe amica wverbera;the ſtripes 
g | and reproots of their own Conſcience ; to ſuch I, 
at | Wouldaddreſs with this moſt affectionate perits- 
oz, that they would not ſeek to remove them- 
13 | ſelves from that wholſome diſcipline; that they 
to | would not fly that Chirnwrgeon whole Laxcer threa- 
k. | tens none but the impoſthrmated parts ; but ra- 
xe | ther chuſe to be ſhewed the formidableneſs of 
7 | their Danger, than by a blind embracing it, tope- 
-, | riſhinit.' Andifthey have but any general con- 
f | fus'd.inclinationsto this {o reaſonable a requeſt, I 
ce | ſhallthenput on more ſolemnity,' aſſume ro come 
y as 2n Envoy from thoſe dreaded Conſciences of-(- 
e | 4 | theirs, 
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theirs, tomediate an enterview, to propoſe thel 
fixing ſome time of parley, and beſpeak theirpe 
Fence to hear it out : And let them but grant this, F 
let them but dare to doſo much in order to their! *S 
own ſafety, and I can ſcarce think it poſſible they, c 
ſhould after retain that daring, which only tends! © þ 


totheirruine. Ina word, let men ſeriouſly and 


| 
4 


attentively liſteryto that voice within them, and , 
they will certainly need no other »edinm, tocon : 
vince them either of the error or danger of thus| :. 
procraſtinating their us which them: | wy 
telves acknowledge mult not upon their utmoſt |. 


peril be finally omitted, and yet nothing butan| , 
immediate difpatch can fecure it ſhall not. 4 
' *I WILL beneedleſs to deſcend to a parti 
cular view of more ofthele deceits, they will | 
fily be detected by this one general Rule,that what | 1. 
ſdever falls ſhort of a. preſent, univerſal, perm | + 
nent Change,falls as much ſhort of Repextance, All 
the pretences that are made upon any other ſcore 
are but the Garments of the elder brother, put up- | 
on the back of the. younger, which though they | - 
might delude a blind Iſazc,” will never be ableto| 
deceiveanall-ſeeing God. All that refnains isto| 
offer to the Readers conſideration, how nearly | 
he 1s concern'd to guard himſelf againſt all delw | .. 
ſions in'this ſo important an affair. It wasanar-| ,; 
cient Stratagem of War to poiſon the Watersin | 
an Enemies Camp, that ſo they may drink their | 
own deaths: ' but Sataz has here far out-vied that | | 
Policy. Were but our Nouriſhment infected, 
we had ſtill a xecourſe lefrus to Medicine ; but 
IE INAER X Fj NY OY here, 
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here he has envenom'd our very Phyfiek, and . 


' what care remains for thoſe whoſe very reaeates 


are their diſeaſe ? When that Bath which was de- 


| ſign'dtocleanſe us, is it ſelf polluted, we may 
| well cry out as Dzoyſfimwotthe corrupted River 


of Alexandria, Toto tyivoilo av Tavre xabizieol@s 
v1» vIwp ans xo bapoior, what Flood ſhall 
cleanſe theſe Waters? Where can we be ſecure, 


| when our Repentance ( which the Apoſtle, 2 Tim, 
| 2,26, ſuppoſesthe Means of diſentangling us ) is 
| itſelf become our Snare? This as it loudly pro- 
claims our dapger, fo ſurely in all reaſen it ſhould 


awake our care, teach us not to ſuffer our ſelves to 
be abus'd with deluſive appearances and ſhadows 
of Repentance, leſt we finally find that Ixion-like 
we have embrac'd a Cloud. What an amazing de- 
feat will it be to him, who preſumes his Tears 
have blotted out the hazd-writing againſt him, to 
find the full bill brought 1n at the great Afſize, 
and thoſe he call'd his peritential ſorrows here, to / 
prove but the Prologue to that Tragedy which 
ends in weeping and gnaſhing of teeth ! And there: 
fore let every one timely provide againft that fa- 
ral ſurpriſe, uſe this excellent recerpt, not as a 
Coſmetick only to beautifie the face, give him 
ſome fair appearance to himſelf, but as Medicine 
to reſtore health ; reduce him to fuch an Arhle- 
zick vigorous Habit, as may evidence it ſelf in 
all vital Actions, which will proye the beſt evi- 
dences our laſt trial, where the inquiſition will 
not be ſo much upon our Mouths hr Eyes, as up- 
on our Hands: not how many = we have 
made, 


162 eM iſchiefs ariſing from Miſtakes Tans! 


made, or how many #ears ſhed, but what 4s 


Vertue we have ſubſtituted in the room of ourV;.| 


ces : whether we have broken off our ſins by rizh. 


zeouſneſs, and our Iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the 


Poor ; and without this 'tis infallibly certain, our 
Chriſtianity will be as ineffectual to our Bliſs, a 
it 1s to our Pzety: if we will not permit it herets 
bring us to the obedience of Servants; it ſhall never 
inſtate us hereafter in the zzheritaxce of Sons. 
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CHAP VIEL- 


A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Miſtakes cn 
cerning Almighty God, and the methods of his 


Providence, 


O theſe Miſtakes of our ſelves and inte- 
reſts, we have added others allo concern: 
ing God, which are no leſs deſtruQive 
to Chriſtian Practice, for as the right knowledee 


| - of God is by our Saviour, Fo. 17, 3. Put as the Ep 


rome and ſumm of all that Teads to 41iſs, fo our 
miſprifions and miſapprehenſions of him, are no 
leſs remarkable for the contrary effects ; nor can 


we ſuppoſe it otherwiſe, when we remember that | 


this is the grand work and 4afis of all Religion, 
and therefore if this foudation be deceitfully laid, 


the ſwperſtrutture muſt —— {ink and periſh: | 


and in this ſence *tis poſſible for us at once to 


build on the Rock and the Sazd too ; we may fix | 


Our 


| 


z 


| 
| 


| 
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our faith intentionally on God, and yet by abſurd 
notions and unwarranted conceits of hum, defeat 


inthe particulars what weeſtabliſht in the groſs ; 


repreſent him ſo utterly diſtant from what he 1s; 
that under that diſguiſe he will not much appear, 
either an Encourager or Rewarder of our Pzety, 


and then we may gueſs how 'tis like to flouriſh, 


fince the Apoſtle gives it as a Fundamezxtal Axiome, 
Heb. 11.5. That he who comes to God muſt believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them which 
diligently ſeek him. 

OF theſe miſtakes concerning God, there are 
divers; many more than the delign'd brevity of 
this diſcourſe will admit me to examine. I ſhall 
only mention three, thoſe are, Firſt, conctrning 
his Decrees, Secondly, his Attribates, Thirdly, 
his Providence. 

BY his Decrees, 1 mean not thoſe ſtanding 
rules which he has in his Word ſet forth as the 
zeaſures by which he will diſtribute rewards and 
puniſhments ; but thoſe ſecret purpoſes of his Will, 
which he neither commands us to ſearch after, 
hor will permit us to know. That there are 
many Miſtakes concerning theſe, the numberleſs 


Diſputes that have been rais'd about them wall 


ſufhciently atteſt, it being impoſſible for two 


ContradiQtory Opinions to be both zrue, though | 


in things ofthis abſtruſe nature *tis very poſſible 
both may be fa/ſe. *Tis not my purpoſe to wade 
ito thoſe bottomleſs controverſies which like 
a Gulph have ſwallowed up ſo much time and in- 
duſtry of learned men: I ſhall only in general 

| commend 


—_. 


764 eMiſchiefs ariſing from Miſtakes Chap. | 


commend it to the Readers conſideration, whe: | 


ther it be probable, or indeed: poffible for thoſe | 


Opinions to be 7r#e which infer fa/ſhood in God : 


And then let the ſecond inquiry be, whether thar | 


be not too evidently the reſult of thoſe diſcour- 


ſes which ſet an Oppoſition between his revealed | 


and his ſecret Will, his commands and his De 
crees, making the one a blind for the better exe- 
cution of the other, as if all the Tranſportation 
and Zeal he expreſles for us, all the paſſionate 


enamouring invitations he makes 70 us, were only | 
toſport himſelf with our credulity : like the di- | 
vertifement of thoſe Men, who court them for | 


Wives,whom they would abhor to marry : nay,as 
tall the proteſtations and moſt ſolemn oaths of 
God, weredelign'd but to advance the deluſion, 
and raiſe expectations, merely to defeat them.. 
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Fhis,ts ſuch a ſevere ſort of I7o9zy, as we would all | 


think not only unkint but unjuſt in a man ; ang 


*tisnot poſſible that God, who appeals to us con-: | 
cerninsg the g_ of his ways, ſhould fall ſhort ' 


of the ſtricteſt meaſures among us, or exemplitie to 
- us an unſincerity he forbids us to follow. 
H O W 'very inauſpicious influence ſuch as 


trines are apt to have on prattice js too vilible, | 


tor ſince 'tis as well the inſtin& as duty of our | 


nature to aſpire to an aſſimilation with God, even' | 


that moſt laudable and: generous ambition ſhall 


by this means become .our ſnare; for when God | 
ſhall be thus milrepreſented to us, drawn out by | 
the black Lines, not only of ſeverity, but deceit, ' 
rendred a Falſitier of his Word, nay Oath ; *rwilt | 
Fes give 


—__— _— 


EPS  IORPTPRSIRSTF TL TY ooo oor TEE RT oY me TS WE Yo, 


165 


F - Wn 


Chap.s: Concernint Almighty Goda, &Cc. 


give not only temptation but-watrant to. the like 
Practices: we ſhall eafily ſwallow up all rhe par- 
ticular commands of God, in that tundamental 
one of being like him ; as we are taught himſelf 
has done both his commands and promiſes ih his 
hidden Decrees: This is ſo natural a piece of Lo: 
zick; that *tis very unſafe mien ſhould: be. truſted 
with thoſe premiſes whence *tis deriv'd. And 
though we are not over-apt to tranſcribe that Co- 
py God does really ſet us; yet this ſpurious one 
will not miſs to be taken out : that pravity of our 
nature which hinders in the one; exciting and 
ſpurrirg us on in the other. This.is a way to re-- 
concile our Vices with our reputation, and ſin 
cum Privilegio; and there is little doubt of mens 
aptneſs to ufe that advantage ; we ſce it in lower 
inſtances; TheVices of a Prince draw fholes of 
followers, when his vertze leaves him the more 
eminent, becaule ſingle, and renders him rather 
revered than imitated : And certainly *twas none. 
of the Devils ſlighteſt #ratagems on the Gentile. 
world, to give them ſuch Gods as might exempli- 
fie to them all thoſe odiovs crimes, wherein he de- 
fir d to immerſe them. Whether this may not be 
2 branch of the fame Illuſion, I with the Propug- 
ners of this doftrine would feriouſly conſider. 

AND as ſeveral Us are hereby countenanc'd 
andauthoriz'd, fo is all verze in general diſcou- 
raged and diſheartned ; this benums us 1n our 
Chriſtian courſe, ſubſtracts that ſpirit and. vi- 
gour, which ſhould carry us. through the weary 
ſtages of duty : indeed jt cuts the very finews of 
M. Induſtry. 


- 
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Induſtry, baffles and make ridiculous all purps- 
ſes of Labour ; for what ſhould invite a man to 
ſtrive for that, from which he knows he iscither 
irreverſibly precluded, or elle {o infallibly afcer- 
tain'd of, that his negligence cannot defeat him. 
Theſe are ſuch extremes as afford no middle, 
wherein the vertue of induſtry may exiſt, hope 


being _ out-dated by the deſperatenels or 


unneceſlarineſs of an undertaking : and how ne- 
ceflary hope is to excite endeavour me may learn 
of S. Paul, 1 Cor. 15. 5. where he preſſes his C- 
rinthians to the conſtancy of Chriſtian Practice 
upon this ground, that their /2boxr ſhall zot be in 
vain inthe Lord. But according to ſome mens 
doctrine, 'tis ſcarce poſſible for a man to know 
whether his labour be in vain or no ; ſince the et- 
fect of 1t depends not upon the reycaled promiſe, 


but ſecret parpoſe of God, and who knows whe- | 


ther there may not lie ſome Dormant Decrees 
againſt him,which when he thinks he has run his 


race, ſhall yet defeat him of his Crown. Whether | 


a reward thus ſtated will much animate mens dt 
hgence, I may leave every man to judge by the 
ike circumſtances in their ſecular concerns ; and 
it they find they would there damp their courage, 
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diſpirit and diſhearten them from attempting, | 


there will be ſure more reaſon to conclude it in 
theſe ſpiritual Aﬀairs, wherein our induſtry is 
commonly much leſs indefatigable. 

BUT Iſhail not farther inſiſt on the ill conſe- 
quences of particular miſtakes ; there is one fur- 
84mentalerror, Which if it could be cured, would 


ſuperſede 
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ſuperſede all the reſt; I mean our bold folly in 
medling with Gods Decrees, which we call hidden; 
and yet ridiculouſly confute that Epithet by pre- 
tending to know them. This is ſo much an in- 
ſolence as forteits the compariſon, which might 
belong to it asanerror ;. we ſee ſecular States jea- 
louſly reſerve their private Councils ; and ſhall we 
think God {o (crutable, or our ſelves ſo penetra- 
ting, that none of his ſecrets can eſcape us? Or 
it we think: him, as indeed he is, #nfathomablez 
why do we thus madly attempt what we confeſs 
impoſſible ? Eſpecially ſince we ſhall not only loſe 
the thing we ſo vainly purſue, but others which 
we might elſe enjoy. "Tis as if a man ſhould be fo 
tranſported with a bulie carneſtnels of knowing 
his Princes Secyzets,. as quite to forget his Laws, 
and incur capital puniſhment. God has given us 
rules of life, which upon the levereſt penalties he 
requires us toſtudy and pradtile ; and we divert 
from theſe, and make it our bulineſs to trace his 
Counſels, Weare gazing at the Szars to read our 
deſtiny, and look not to our feet; and by that 
negligence experiment the worſt fate they could 
have portended : for I think we may fay our wild 
Phaxncies about Gods Decrees, have in event re- 
probated more than thoſe Decrees, upon which 
they are ſo willing to charge their ruine, and 
have bid fair to the damning of many, whont 
thoſe left ſalvable. And indeed 'tis to be expect- 


ed from Divine Juſtice, that ſuch bold Inquititors 


thould find nothing but their own Deſtruction. 
Ehat Ark which devoutly reverenced brought 
M 2 bleſſings 


- 
\ 


> 


168 5 «e Miſchiefs ariſizg from Miſtakes Chap:8. 


blejizgs, when curioully pried into diflus'd Peſti- 
lence and Death, x Sam, 6. 19. Nay the very Po- 
ets will tell us, that if we will have Prometheus 
his Fire, we muſt rake Pad»ra's Box alſo: and 
fure Induſtry cannot be worle laid our than thus 
to fetch home Plagnes, and while ſo much of i 
runs waſte to ſuch unhappy purpoſes, 'tis no 
wonder if we want for better ; torget our calling 


_ by contemplating our predeſtination ; and let the 


Opinion of our fate be at once the Encourage- 
ment and Excule of our /oth, than which nothing 
can more evacuate the purpole and deſign of our 
Chriſtianity, which Divines have truly defin'd 
to be not a contemplative but active Science, 

T O the ſame unhappy Effet concur our Mi- 
ſtakes of Gods Attributes, if I may call them Mi- 
ſakes, which ſeem to be rather wilfu! Neſcience, 
they being lo delincated tons both in his Word 
and his Providences, that 'tis not want of light, 
but winking againſt it that muſt leave us igne- 
rant. What the ſpeculative errors are in this 
matter concerns not my preſent deſign to exa- 
mine: but there ſ{cem to be ſome Miſperſwaſions 
concerning the Divine Attributes, which do re- 
markably tend in their conſequence and effe&t, 
to the corrupting mens manners ; nay, took as if 
they were delign'd, and afte&edly choſen for that 
purpole ; Emean eſpecially thole concerning his 
Fu(tice and eMercy, which being the Artributes in 
which we haye the moſt immediate Concern; the 
Errors in them are the more noxious and deſtru- 
6&tive. Ofthis ſort is: that, narrow ſcanty notion 
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too many have of Gods Fuſtice, which we meaſure 
not by 41m but our ſelves, and therefore propor- 
tion 1t not according to his zzfizity, but our own 
concerns, That is an Attribute from which we 
promile to our ſelves no advantage, and therefore 
we are willing to contract and ſhrink it up, make 
it ſerve only as a Cypher to advance mercy, but are 
unwilling to underſtand it in its proper Extent ; 
think it a word of form put in to complete the 
greatneſs of Gods Style, rather than any intrinſick 
part of his nature, which he muſt den y himſelf to 
put off. 

THUS do we facrilegiouſly ſteal from God 
a part of his being, and while other Sacriledges 


invade only his patrimony, this commits a riot 


upon his very aazare ; yetas if we meant the Pro- 
verb ſhould indemnitie us, and Exchange extin- 
guiſh the Robbery, we add to another attribute 
what we have defaulkt from this, and amplitie 
and extend his Merty, as much as we confine and 
limit his Faſtice ; that is the one infinite Ocean, 
wherein not only we, but himſelf muſt be ſwal- 
lowed up. We will think of him under no other 
notion, nor allow him to beany other thing, but 
what ſhall be in ſubſerviency to this: we will have 
him Powerful ta re/zeve our Diſtreſles, but not 
to revenge our Crimes; Wite to defeat the ma- 
chinations of our Enemies, byt not to circumvent 
our own indirect or imptous Policies ; All-lee- 
1ng ta behold our Wants and Griefs, but not to 
diſcern our cloſet Guilts ; True to perform his 
Promiſes, bur not -his Threats. In ſhort, we 
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model all that is in God to our own wiſhes ; and 
inſtead of believing him what he 15s, phancy him 
what we would have him. Like Mzcha, Fude.17.5. 
making us a God for our own peculiar ule, and 
forming the Deity we mean to worſhip. A ſtrange 
bold Inverſicn, for Creatures thus to faſhion their 
Creator, put their own ſtamp and imprels upon 
him, and ſhape him to their Phancies. And in- 
deed 'tis nothing but Phaxcy that has todo 1n this 
Atremprt, and accordingly it mult vaniſh as the 
operations of that 1lluſive Faculty uſe todo. We 
may repreſent God to our ſelves as we pleaſe, 
but that has no more real 7»flwexce on him, than a 
deforming Optick-olaſs has on the Object it dil- 
guiſes, he 1s ſtill Yhe ſame amid(t all our wild 
conceits of him, and will always make good the 
title, by which he delivered himſelf to eMoſes, 
Exod. 3.14. | 9mhat lam. All that is in himis 
equally immenſe and infinite, his mercy necd not 
invade his 7fice to gain it ſelf a Jarger held of 
ation, which is already ( as the Pſ[a/miſt ſpeaks ) 
over all bis works; nenther his juſtice encroach 
upon his-72ercy, that having alioa Province wide 
enough ; all impenitent ſinners being within its 
. Verge, and God knows how much ſoever we 
ſtreighten it in our pi7ons, we do indeed too 
much extend it 1n its rea/ force, by rendring our 
ſelves the proper objects of ir. In ſhort, God 
who 1s the author of »rder and peace, cannot be 
iuppos'd to bein confufron within himſelf; the di- 
vine Attributes are not in #rife, but perfect har- 
22029 ; tis we only that have rais'd this more 
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that Gigantick war, not only a24inft Heaven, but 
init. The ſeveral Lamizzrics purſue the regular 
motions of the Spheres ; but we confound at once 
the Laws of their Creation, and their Author too, 
ſtrive to ecliple and darken the father of light. 
But ifthe removing of an earthly Land-mark be 
a crime puniſhable both by God and man, what 
Thunder-bolts belong to thole who thus attempt 
toſet new Boundaries in Heaven, to limit and 
meaſure out even the dine Nature, by the pro- 
portions oftheir own Phapcics, and indeed ſuch | 
temerity as this, 1s too like to confute it 1elf; 
and feel that Juſtice it will not. believe ; yet as 
great and daring a crime as it 15, I fear there are 
tew that can totally acquit themfelyes of it : for 
though all difavow it, ye he that ſhall narrowly 
ſearch his own heart, will ſcarce find it clear 
from all degrees of it: Weare all apt to cher: 


a flattering hope, that God is not fo levere as he 15 


repreſented, or that if 1n reſpect of his Juftice 
he be a conſuming power, yet that Mercy will bg 


| ſuretoſnatch us out of the b#rizg ; like the An- 


gels to Lot, aſſiſt our Eſcapes, and provide us a 
Loar, that our Souls may live: and this Hope 
though founded only in our w/ſ2es, is very apt to 
ſlide intoour faith, and make us belzeve what we 
would have: by which means this becomes a 
kind of Epidemick Herelie, the molt frequent and 
common miſperſwaſion that occurs conceraing 
the divine Attributes. | | 

ITT would bea work more long than uſeful to 
recite the leveral errors that have ipru1g from 
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this one. That of Origen, that the Devils ſhould | 


finally be ſaved, 'is a noted and pregnant Inſtance, 
which could be deriv'd from nothing but this 


unequal apprehenſion of Gods Juſtice-and Mer- | 


cy 3 And beſides all other ancient, we-have many 
branches of a later growth, that ſpring fromthe 
fame root, aſet of plauſible falfities,which would 
quench the unquenchable Fire, and kill the never 
aying Worm; | mean thoſe allaying foftning de- 
ſcriptions ſome of this age have made of Hell, 
ſome changing the &izd, others abating the in- 
renfenzſs, or at lealt the duration of thole Tor- 
ments, each ſubſtracting ſo much from this To- 
pher, that they have lett *Arheiſm an eafte task to 
takeaway thereſt : aud may give ſuſpicion they 
mean to vifit that place, which they are {0 indus 
rents 7 oo bo oo 
BUT whatever they do themſelves, *tis ſure 
this is the way to ſend others thither, to take off 
their fears of jt, ty make them think it not {6 
dreadful a place as they once ſuppos'd, and con- 


iequently: leſs careful to decline the ways that 


lead to1t. *Tis thdeed too obvious that ſuch per- 
iwaſtons do mightily impuga Chrittian Practice, 
and embolden men in fin: And God. knows we 
need no ſuch encouragement ; the more general 
ftallacious: hopes of ” ny being too ſufficient 
for that. ptrpote without theſe: fupernumerary 
deceits 2 but berwcen the one and the other, Lz- 
bertiniſm 1s like to out-grow- all reſtraints,” and 
rhe opinion of Gods 2oodyeſs inſtead of leading. 
m1 (9repertance, Willflacken thoſe reins where- 
es BY | with 
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| with our brutiſh Nature ſhould be bridled and 


reſtrain'd, and 'we thus left unto the ſway of 
luſt and paſſion, muſt run headlong upon ruine, 
as the horſe ruſpeth into the Battel, For alas, we 
are not {þ gezerous as to do well for Vertues- 
fake, "nay nor fo provident as to do it for Re- 
ward ; 'tis our fear that is the moſt prevalent in- 
centive, and accordingly we find religion gene- 
rally makes her firſt impreſhons there. They are 


' the #errors of the Lord that do molt uſually, and 
- moſt eftecually perſwaxe men, 2 Cor, 5, 11, our 


Hearts mult be pricked, and at thoſe Orifices pie- 
ty enters: Now when all theſe'terrors ſhall be ſu- 
perſeded by the/opinion of an overwhelming mer- 
cy, when He/l ſhall either be annitulated, or ſup- 
pos'd ſo to annihilate us, that we ſhall loſe our 
paſſiveneſs with our being,and be as uncapable of: . 
ſuffering, -as even Heavez it felf can' make us, 
what will be left to engage us to 'vertse, or deter 
us from vice ? Alas, do we not often ſee a daring 
Luft bid 4atte/ to all the artillery of Heaven, meet 
God in is loudeſt Thunder, and venture on dam- 
#ation 19 its dreadfulleſt form ? And can we'think 
it will be more modeſt, when-it thall' be told that 
they are only edgele(s weapons it hath to:encoun- 
ter ? That Gods:Thunder amidlt all its noiſecar- 
ries no bolt ? Andthat the Flames of thebottom- 
lets pit, are but a painted fire, that at a'diſtance 
may fright, butnot hurt us, or atleaſt ſo hurt us, 
that we ſhall not. feel it * : When thoſe rubs which 
fear interpos'd are thus removed, there is no- 
thing to fay the courſe of headlong riot, but 
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recipiciouſly it will on, where ever #roxe define | (rn 
wy . vue A flattering luſt allure: he EO up 
his ſin, even when it threatned him 7uize, ſeryq. , c 
it afſiduouſly, when it promiſed no other wages cc 
than death, Rom. 6.23. how will he hug this 24.  ;s 
per when he thinks 'tis ſtingleis, and give up his  4þ 
ear to be bored by that Maſter, which affords him | { 
preſent pleaſures without future ſtripes ? Weſee | 19 
even in Civil matters the preſumption of Impunity | 1 
15 the great zurſe of Diſorders, and if it were not px, 
for the: coercive power of Laws we ſhould foon | 0h 
ſee how little the direFive would fignite; and | tio 
doubtleſs *tis the ſameAh ſpiritual orrather work, | th 
by how much we are more bent upon the break- | 1 
ing of Gods Laws than mens, and conſequently | thy 
will be the more apprehenſive of any Encourage toi 
ment. 014; 4. an 
O F thetruth hereof our experience gives too m 
ſad proof, none ruſhing {o boldly upon Godsjw ty 
fice, as thoſe who have moſt fortified themfelves | th 


' againſt the aread of it, as if they meant their pro | w; 


ice ſhould experiment the truth of their ſpeculs. | of 
. #108, and make the utmoſt trial whether God can | th 
be provok'd orno. Indeed men uſe mercy as amazd | co 
Pailengers ſometimes doa plat in a thipwrack w 
lay ſo much weight upon it, as ſinks. both it and | qt 
themſelves ; fo periſhing by. too great a confs pr 
dence of their reſcue, and finding a T734/ph where | to 
they expected an Ark: nor that I ſuppole Mercy | ge 
unable to fupport the weight of all the Perſons, | A 
nay, and ofall the fins inthe world, which have G 
not the one ponderous adhrrext of Impenitence | bi 
Ons {12PEr- 
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efire | ſuperadded ; but that 15 a burthen whicheven the 
ved | divine Clemency ſinks under, refuſes to plead ſuch 
rvd z cauſe, and reters it to J»ſtice as 1ts proper 
2s Court : And theretore to fin on, 1n hope of mercy, 
% is to undermine our ſelves, and commit a folly as 
bis | abfard as ruinous, I with I could ſay 'twere not al- 
Um | ſo as frequent: but God knows 'tis every where 
{ee | too apparent ; men openly avow it, ſo that 'tis be- 
ty | come the vulgar anſwer to every convicting Re- 
not | proof, that God is merciful; And ſurely they that 
on obſerve the growth of vice, ſince our new deſcrip- 
ind | tions of Hell came abroad, will have cauſe to 
re, | think the one has had no ſmall influence on the - 
ik- | other, and that while ſome have made it borrow 
tly the uncaſine(5 of our humane ſtate to make up its 
7%  torments ; they have taken care it ſhould be juſt, 
and lend us back fins of a greater magnitude: This 
00 miſerable traffick have theſe Factors ſetled, be- 
j#  tweenthe prelent world and the infernal region, 
5 | that Hell ſhould have Earths parzs,and Earth Hells 
'& | wickedneſs ; the later alas we are too fully poſſeſt 
ls | of,which is like to fend too many ſouls to diſgover 
at | the deceit of the other. In fine, our groundle(s 
:d | contidences of mercy, and thoſe orher Chime#ra's 
k, '* weforge out of thar, are certainly the moſt fre- 
nd | quent and dangerous underminers of Chriſtian 
&- practice: theſe like the Su give heat and vigour 
| tothoſe inordinate luſts which a juſt fear of vez- 
| geance would asa winters froſt nip, and deſtroy : 
And till we lay by theſe eaſie {light thoughts of 
ve God, andconlider him in thoſe more awful attri- 
& | butes whichexa& onr reverence, his mercy will 
ſ- ' only 


\ 
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only ſerve to ripen us for his judgment ; thy} the 
ſmooth and gentle property in God, which toall 
who abule it not is indeed the ol of gladneſs, will 
thus perverted acquire the more fatal quality for 
Oil, terve only to intend our flames, and remoy, 
us as far from che rewards of Piety, as our bo 
hancies have done from the prattice. | ON 
A third fort of miſtakes there are by which thy 
Piety is obſtructed, and thoſe are fuch as concern; PF 
Gods providence, about which the world has long __ 
fince had many diſputes; ſome entirely denying be 
- it, as preſuming God ſo wholly taken up withthe © 
contemplation and enjoyment of his own felict th 
ty, that he 1s utterly inconſiderate 'of that [t 
his creatures, andan unconcern'd fpeator of hy: V 
mane affurs ; others limiting and reſtraining it bi 
to thoſe things only which themſelves were fo 
pleas'd to think worthy of the divine inſpection d 
and conduct; But rheſe queſtions have been more q 
bandied among P#1loſophers than Chriſtians, and! © 


therefore are beyond our preſent enquiry. Ye! L 
give me leave by the way to expreſs my fears;tha, » 
th:ſe errors have yet ſome ſecret rooting in too} © 
many hearts; that there are many who rather] : 


formally ſay, than cordially believe, that God go 

vernsthe World, and diſpoſes as well of human F 
as divine things; a ſuſpicion that is rendred tw | 

probable by thoſe indirect arts men uſe, to pol-j * 

 tels themſelves of ſecular advantages ; for did} | 

c 

? 


they ſeriouſly think, "yhat all thoſe things are un | 
Gods hands, from whence they are neither ſtrong 
nog cunning enough, either to wreſt or pilfer 


them 
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"| them, 'ris ſcarce imaginable they ſhould attempt 

1toal! {uch painful impoſhbilities, ditquiet themſelves - 
in vain.as the Pſa/miſt ſpeaks,and which 1s worle, 
| forfeit all title to them as Gods gifts, by thus aſſu- 
7. ming tomake them their own. Bur this is a diſ- 
-boly. quifition I mult Ieave every man to make in his 
own heart; only let me ſay, that he that has 
[hich there any doubt of Gods univerſal or particular 
royidence, has alſo in it the root of all «xchriſtt- 
an Sins, of Diſtruſt, Solicitude, and Fraud: there 
being nothing that can effectually ſuperſede our 
own carkings and contrivances for our ſelves; bnt 
| the afſurance that God cares for us. Men being 
{till apt to ſcramble, where there is none from 
yz. whom they expe&tan orderly and ſufficient diftri- 
bution, and therefore this error where-ever it 18 
found, may well be reckon'd among the umpe- 

ders of Chriſtian duty. . 

BUT befides thole who thus doubt of Provi- 
dence, there are others liable to great miſtakes, 
I mean thoſe who to their j/# belief of Gods Pro- 


- vidence, ſuperadd a groundleſs confidence of their 
togl Own $k1ll in fathoming tt ; that are not content 
nert £0 know it in its product and event, but pretend 
_ to diſcern it in its moſt ſecret deſjgnments and 
in Purpoſes ; and do not ſo much reverſe Gods 
3;  Giſpenſations, as 2zterprert them. I do not here 


of. mean to condemn all particuler applications of 
74 Providential Events, which are ſo.netimes ſo ex- 
traordinary and remarkable, that they are their 
own expoſitors, and point out the conſtruction we 
are to make: and an humble advertence unto 
ſuch, 
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ſuch, is not only innocent -but neceſſary : but 
when men ſhall attempt to read every line in! 
Gods hand, to make their own inference from 
every efflux of Providence; theſe pretenders ty 
aivine Palmiſtry, ſeem to differ only thus muck 
from thoſe who make a trade of the ary 
zal, that they Cheat themſelves as well az 
others. : 

YET there want not ſume who have gone 
yet farther, and think not only to »xder/tani 


Providence, but 4a///# it: not only trace it in all/ 


Its intricate windings, and concealed 77terdments, 
but help it in the execution, and give birth to its 
conceptions : Of this fort eſpecially arethole, who 
having pgſſeſt their brains with ſome conjectural 
expoſitions of obſcure prophecies, will admini- 
ſter to providence, and call out thoſe events they: 
expect : andas1f they were conlcious that God 
would not make good their dreams, endeavourto! 
do it themſelves. This age has afforded too ms} 
ny inſtances of this, when the fulfilling of Pre | 
phecies has by ſome been made the ſolemn ſun 
mons to rebellion axd bloud: and 1n order tothe| 
hating and deſtroying the whore, Rew. 17. 1. men 
have been animated to Kate and deſtroy {ll who 
were not infected with their own Phrenzy. This 
we know has been call'd the helping of the Lor| 
againſt the mighty, and ſomething more than vo 
tive Curſes awarded to thoſe who refus'd to aflift 
Thus have they firſt wildly miſtaken,and then no 
leſs wildly out-run Gods deſigns: as if like Bad, 
zag. 6. he were unable to plead for himſelf, to 
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; bu! vyindicate his own cauſe, or efte& his purpoſes 
1e in| without their help: and having reſolved what he 
from; ſhall do, obtrude themſelves upon him as his 1n- 
rs to ftruments; how repugnant ſuch axticipations of 
Nuch a Providence are to the zztereſts of Chriſtianity is 
nats "too apparent from the many 4czeſtable effects they 
Il az! have produc'd. | 

BUT ſetting aſide theſe, ler us return to 
?one! thoſe we ſpake of before ; who preſuming to ex- 
teri! pound providential Events, make them the C77- 
2 all! zerion by which to judge both of perſozs and of 
nts,, cauſes, concluding the one loved or hated, the 
Olts; other approved or diſallowed by God, according 
Vho! to their proſperous or adverſe Succels, The firlt 
ural' of theſe was by our Saviour exploded, as an un- 
1n-!' due wav of proceſs in the Fews, inthe caſe of the 
hey; Galileans, and before him So/omes had given it 
0d) asa Maxim, that 0 9247 could know love or hatred 
rto! by all that is before him, Fccl,g. 1, Andit under 
n-| the Fewiſh Oeconomy, where temporal Bleſſings 
''»| madeupſogreata part of their Promiſes, it was 
m, fo ; much more1s it under the Goſpe/,whole frame 
ne} and compoſure is quite diſtant ; which inſtead of 
cn} propoſing ſecuiar proſperities to its proſe/ytes, al- 
of ſures them thecontrary ; ſetsupthe Crols as the 
is Standard under which they are to fight, and af- 
7% fordsnotemporal Hopes, but with an allayingpre- 
'0y woof Perſecutions and afflictions ; nay, the A- 
. poſtletothe Hebrews goes farther, makes them 
0f got only zxcidext but peceſſary to Chriſtians, the 
4, badgeand cognizance of Sonthip, whilſt the no 
to; chaſleningisthe fatalleſt Sign, 4 rokex of _—_ 
an 


k 2” 


&rine; we are all apt with the Proazgal to forſake 
our fathers houſe, and.as long as we can have the 
riot and not the wants, ſhall never think of re- 


turning ; we mult be famiſht into conſideration, | 


and our h#sks alone will ſend us home to the fat- 
zed Calf. And can there be a greater indulgencein 
God, than thus to make our Iniquity our Puniſh- 


ment, that it may not be our Ruine? To embit- | 


ter thoſe ſenſualities whoſe luſciouſnels ſerves to 
intoxicate us, and to clip thoſe wings whuch he 
ſees carry us from him.? Stories tell us that the 
Trojan Wives after the deftrnuion of their Coun- 
try, being wearied with their reſtleſs vagrant 
lite, neceſſitated their Husbands to a ſettlement 


by b#rning their Ships. And the ſame kind ſtra- | 


tagem God has upon us: he ſees that our worldly 


acceſſions dv rather enlarge than fil our appe- 
tites, and carry us on to tarther purſuits, and by. | 


drawing, us {till more from him the Center ot 
reſt, expoſe us. to endleſs wandrings, and then 


what can be kinder than to reſcue us from fuch 2 


condition, that Cuyſe of Caiz, to be a fuzitive 
aud a vagabond in the earth: to deprive us of out 
treacherous proſperities, and fire thoſe. Ships 
wherein we are preparing like Jozah, to fly from 


the preſence of the Lord ; to by a happy neceſſity | 
forcing us to fix our felves on him. And this is | 


the worſt God deſigns us in every adverſity : and 


did we mean but as well to-our ſelves, we ſhould 
not mils of receiving the happieſt Effects, even 


that 


— 
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and abdication, Heb. 12. 7,8. And doubtleſs the | 
experience of every . Chriſtian aflerts . the do- | 


» 
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that- peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs the. Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, Heb. 12. This holy men ſo well un: 
derſtood;- that we find them dread nothing ſo 
much as-an uninterrupted prolperity-; they, like 
the Muſcovite Women, grew jealous of Gods love 
when he forbare to ftrike ; upon which1core it is, 
that in the Ancient Fathers, there are ſo many ſo- 
lemn petitions for ſtripes; ſuch importunate ſo: 
licitations for the meazcinal correttions, wherein 
they judg'd both Gods kindneſs and their own ſafe- 

#7 toconfift..  - _ - - oo 
AND then how perverſe, how prepoſterous 
are our meaſures, when- we conclude-quite the 
other-way, eſtimate Gods love only ſrom outward 
ſucceſſes, andthink he is never angry but when he 
ſmites: a Perſwaſion, which as it is very falle in 
its grounds, fo very pernicious 1n its effects, and 
creates- hopes. and fears, as: fallacious as it- ſelf; 
For firſt, it weapply it to our ſelves, it produtes 
miſchiefs proportionable to. the divers ſtates un- 
der which weare. If a man be f#//and proſperons, 
it makes him proud and ſecure, for when he has 
not only the poſſeſſion of thoſe things the World 
values, but takes them as an atteſtation- of Cods 
peculiar kindneſs and- approbation, -what ſhould 
make him either conſider or reform his guilts? 
It he have ſanctity.enoughto poſſeſs him of Gods 
tavour, atid-all theſe profitable. effects of it, he 
will not eafily be perſwaded he needs more :#and 
any mat! that ſhall-cell him he docs, ſhall be heard 
with the ſame indignation wherewith-Cx#ſ#5en- 
tertain'd Solo, when he found: him queſtion that 
MN happineſs, 
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happineſs, which he expected he ſhould have ad- 
41rd, Projperity 1s in it ſelf an emboldening 
thing, but when backt by this Opinion of it, 


grows into all infolencetill at laſt it even recoil in | 
the face ofthe Donor, and dare God by all thoſe | 


enormous riots; to which it enables Mey, 
ON theother ſide, this opinion preſents a leſs 


merry, but not leſs dangerous Temptation to tho#s | 


in adverſity ; for when they ſhall lcok on them 
ſelves only as the 4nvil for Gods ſtrokes, they 
will be too apt to complete the parallel by an{wer- 
ing it'in hardzeſs and inflexibility ; have the a- 
TiTuToy v8v, 45S the Father calls it, which reverbe- 


rates the blow on him that gave it. Perlevering | 


wickednets is {o naturally the iſſue of Delperatt- 


on,” that we find the Jews take up the one merely | 


to countenance the other, pretend hopeleſneſs to 
avoid reformation : Thus we find it, E:zek.3 3.10, 
Our iniquities are upon ts, and we pine away in 
them, how ſhould we live? And again more plain- 
ly, Fer. x8. 1z, There 7s no hope, and then the In- 
ference is ready, Let us walk every one in his own 
ways. Endeavouris the child of hope;and we at- 
tempt not to attone one whom we conclude im- 
placable : ſo that Wrath may conſume, but will 
never melt us ; 'tis Love only that has that ſoft- 
zing, diſlolving Power, and unleſs we dilcern a 
mixture of that in Gods zzfli&tiows, they will ne- 
ver render us alleable to his impreſſions, We 
Kiſs a fathers hand and rod, when an Executio- 
ners ſtroke we ſuffer rather than bear. S. Fohn 


9. 
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_ tells us we love God becanſe he lived us, 1 Fohn4. 
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19, Iwiſhall men would make good the In 

rence ; but *tis ſure they are too apt todo it 'n 
thereverſe, and will hate if they apprehend 
themſelves hated ; a ſtate which at once exempl1- 
fies, and anticipates -the worlt part of Eel to us; 
yet very incident to thoſe who interpret every 
ſtroke of Gods, as the effect of enmity. and utter 
averſion. This1s to do that to our ſelves whici1 
the Devils ſo deprecated trom Chrift, to to7m2cw7 
7 before our Time, it being peculiar to the venge- 
ance of the other World to be merely punitive, 
that here being rather 4iſc/p/z+ than wengeazce, 
delign'd to reduce, not deſtroy us: and indeed 
beſides the paiz of ſexſe which this Error creates, 
it does ( to perfect the Hell ) give that »f /ofs al- 
{o; deprives us of one of the great Evangelica! 
felicities, that of rejoycing iz Tribulgtions, which, 
our Saviour thought ſo conſiderable, as to inſert: 
amongſt his Beatitudes ; and his Apoſtles fre- 
quentiy mention it triumphantly as the great pr-- 
vileage arid prerogative of a Chriſtian. For it all 
adverſe ſucceſſes be a note of Gods disfavour, 
there will be no place ſor joy tven in the moſt pi- 
ous ſufferings. - S. Srephers raviſhing prolpect 
will be intercepted, ant] a Martyrs death be as 
uncomfortable as a Malefattors. But if theic 
were the only ſufferings to which joy were 21 
next, there would be bur too few concern'd in tic 
deprivation ; thoſe wherein we are more uniycr- 
ſally intereſſed, are thoſe Chaſtiſemears of Gud 
which our Guilts provoke; which though in tc- 
ſpect of rheir cauſe they are Marters of the great- 


Ls 


rl 2 ets 


that God ( however diipleas'd ) yct has not aban- 


doned the care of us; thiaks us worth his corre- | 


H#ion, and deligns our reducement : and the Effet 
will ( if not obſtructed by us ) be anſwerable to 


that deſign: our Chaſtening here reſcues us from | 
the ſes, and conſequently the condemnation of the | 


world, 1 Cor, 11,32, andthis 1s ſure no {light mo- 
tive of rejoycing ; and we are very unjuſt to God 
and our ſelves, if we will exchange it for the ſul- 
len murmurs of a deſperate incorrigiblencls. 

AND as this perſwaſion is thus perzicios in 
reflexion on ovr ſelves, fo neither is it more in- 
ocent when applied toothers ; for firſt, if we look 
on the men that proſper in the world, as the Pſal- 


miſt ſpeaks, Pſal. 73. 12. we ſhall too often find | 


them anſwer the charader he gives them in the 


former patt of the Pſa/mz, and when from their 
temporal affluence we ſhall conclude Gods favour | 


tothem, 'twill be hard reſiſting the temptation, 


which (without that Argument ) the Pſalmif | 
was under, of thinking it vazx to cleanſe our hearts 


or waſh our hands in innocency, Nay, we ſhall be 
apt to joyn our ſuffrage to thoſe in eMalachy 3.15. 
and call rhe proud, happy : and if we eſteem them 
ſo, 'tis natural to delire to be like then ; fo we 
ſhall _ grow to deſpiſe a poor or aff{iited In- 
wocence, and embface all thriving proſperous fins. 

'ON the otherſide, if we look on others in an 
adverſe, calamitous ſtate, this opinion ſuggeſts 
hard and ſevere fentences concerning them, in- 


184 <«Miſchiefs ariſme from Miſtakes Chap.s. 


eſt ſadneſs, yet in regard of their ſignificancy and | 
effett, they are Grounds of comfort ; they lignihe | 


— 
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clines us to judge where we ſhould ſfuccour, and 
how great an accumulation of Milery that is, we 
may learn from Job, whom we tind not ſooften 
nor ſo paſſionately complaining of —_— his preſ- 
ſures, as of the unkind cexſures of his Friends, 
who weighing 1a this deceitful balance of tempo- 
ral take: made very falſe judgments of him, 
and as if they were to Glean after Satan, endea- 
voured to deſpoil him of that only comfort his 
malice had left, the Conſcienceof his Innocency. 
This is, as the Pſalmift ſpeaks, to perſecute him 
whom God has ſmitten, and to talk to the grief of 
thoſe whows he hath wounded; athing repugnant to 
the common temper of humanity, and much more 
to that tenderneſs, thoſe affections and bowels 
Chriſtianity requires ; and therefore in this re- 
{pe& alſo, we may reckon this perſwaſion yery 
igjurious to Chriſtian duty. 

NOR is it lels ſo when applied to Cauſes, in 
which it is full as deceitful a Rule as it is in Per- 
ſons: God has delign'd us another meaſure of our 
undertakings ; his word and /aw, by the general 
proportions whereof, we are to ſquare and ac- 
commodate our particular ac#0%;;: he ſends us 
not'to his providezce, and the. various diſtributi- 
ons of that, or allows us to judge of the Juſtice, 
by the Sacceſs of our Attempts. If that were the 
trial, 'twere impoſhble for any enterprize to be 
lawful, ſince that which ſhould. legitimate it, is 
ſubſequent to it,' and.can have no influence on it, 
to the.making it. good or, bad: and. as it does not 
make, fo neither does Ds ſienifie it to. be 
I = | either. « 
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either : and of thoſe who preſume it does, 1 
ſhould ask whence it came to do ſo? It by any af: 
ſignation of God, let them produce it ; and if not 
thence, I'me ſure it can make no pretence to cer- 
tainty, God having no where oblig'd his Provi 
ence to make good our phancies and conjectures, 
Nay,. if we look into Scripture-examples, we 
ſhall fnd this irrefragably confured ; the ſame 
Cauſe having at ſeveral times differing ſucceſs, 
Thus the Iſrae/zres were diſcombited at their firſt 
atlault upon ,4i, and yet ſucceſsful after ; "twas 
fomething extrinſick to the cauſe that made the 
variation, that {tit continuing the ſame. The 
iike we findin the caſe of the Bezjamites, who 
though inas ill an engagement as can well be 1ma- 
21n'd,had yet two victories over the other Tribes, 
Fe#dg, 20. But there is one inftance that may 
ſerve forall, and thit isthe taking of the Ark by 
the Philiſtines ; he that ſhall contemplate that, 
will tare never think fit to meaſure cauſes by uc- 
ceſs, unleis he willgive the deference allo to Da- 
2ea, who then triumphr in the ſpoils of the God 
of Iſrael. In ſhort, 'tis evident victories are not 
ſoentaild upon he juſteſt cauſes, but rhat they 
may be, and often are cut off, eit1er by the guilts 
ot the undertakers, or by ſome other ſecret dilpo- 
{al of the Divine wifdom ; but the former 1s ſo 
irequently the obvious cauſe of it, that we are 
not often put to reſort to the latter. *Tis no 
itrange thing to {ce all I/-ae/ troubled by an Achan, 
or havethe Art taken captive from off the ſhoul- 
ers of a Eophri and Phinces, nor will it ever be 
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oflible for the belt caule to {ecure it ſelf from the 
blaſting influence of its Abettors crimes, 

THIS isſo clear and eyident a Truth, that 
tis matter of ſome wonder, how the contrary 
perſwaſion ſhould ever infinuate it {elf ; and in- 
deed it is not probable it ever had, if Intereſt, 
that grand Sophifter, had not introduced it. Men 
engage in deſigns not on intuition of their /awful- 
zeſs, but profit ; and when they are ſuch as nothing 
can warrant 4 priore, their only reſerve 1s to make 
them good 4 poſteriore ; to bring a licenſe after 
the fact, and juſtifietheir beginning by their end ; 
which how ridiculous {oever it may ſeem to ſober 
reaſon, yet iuch is the natural ſhame, or ſecular 
inconvenience of owning an juſt A, that men 
will wrap themſelves, though in the thinneſt and 
moſt dzaphanors weils, make ule of the abſurdeſt 
pretences, and fainteſt colours to ſhadow their 
Guilt, and whillt conſciouſneſs bids them ſay 
ſomewhat for themſelves, and the caſe affords na 
folid plea, they are driven to theſe deplorable 
ſleights and ſubterfuges. Indeed this is an argu- 
ment that ſtands ſingle, and is ſeldom us'd but 
in thole cauſes that admit of no better ; which we 


- may reaſonably conclude to be the reaſon, why it 


was ſo much inſiſted on by our late diſturbers, 
who in ſuch abrndance of light, as they own'd, 
could not be ſuppos'd zgzorant enough to belreve 
themſelves: *rwas certainly the deſtitution of 
better arguments that caſt them upon this, forc'd 
them toranſack the A4/coran, and rifle a piece of: 
Turkiſh Divinity to make good their Saintſhip. 

JE M4 They. 
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They now diſcern the unskiltulneſs of that plea, | 
which a little time has converted/to an accuſation, | 
The great change it has,. pleas'd:Gad to make 
among us,  retorting their conquering Sy/logiſms, | 


and making them need a new fuccels to juſtifie 
their vaunts of the old, God grant we maynot 
here relieve them again, and by our perſonal (ins, 
help them tothar which the juſtice oftheir Caule 
never did,” nor 1s ike'to acquire them. 
BUT though this p/ez of ſucceſs be frequent- 
ly urg'd in pozzcy, yet it prevails with many who 
know not that it isſa ;' indeed the w#igar are fo 
much ſubjected to their ſezſes, ' that generally the 
concluſions drawn thence ' are eafily embrac'd, 
when thoſe from Reaſon and conſcience have a 
double difficulty, firſt to be underſtood, and 
next to be admitted, and the moſt elaborate iſ 
courſe ſhall not convince them of the! right of that 
cauſe, which in the laſt appeal to Gods - Tribunal 
by War, has been openly condemn'd ; :whileſt the 


ſpoils of victory as much ſatisfie the Underſtand- 


ing of the j»/fzce of the Prize, as the Deſire, with 
the weatth or glory of it. And this is 1t which ren- 
ders ſuch kind of arguings very pernicious, - they 
being fo fitted to thecommon temper, that they 
ſeldom muls to be effe&ual ; and engage the hear 
ay multitirde in the Profecution of 'the worlt de- 


figns, that are recommended to them by the one 


Catholick vertue of Succeſs. This is indeed as the 
Prophet ſpeaks, Ez.13.22, to frengthen the Hands 
of exl avers, that they turn not from their wicked: 


{5 ; to dazzletheir Eyes fo with the ſplendor of. 


' "Proſperous 


| 
| 
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| proſperous iniquity, that they can neyer come to 
| take anexa view, and diſcern jt 1n '1ts true 


form. And doubtleſs this was none of the leaſt- - 


* | prevailing arts of feducement among us,and drew 


in many to abet thoſe ſeditious practices, which 
all laws of God and Man prohibited, and where- 
by Chriſtian Religion has at once been violated and 
defam'd ; has not only ker precepts broken, but 
her ſelf aſper{t with the foul conſequences of that 
diſobedience, and ſo buys one injury with ano- 
ther ; the contempt of her Authority with the loſs 
of her Reputation. | | R-2 
WE mo now ſeen the itt conſequences iſſuing 
from theſe miſtakes of Gods Providence, but we 
muſt take notice that there remains yet as great 
or greater danger on the other ſide; and that a 
total neglett is worle than an erroneous conſtruttion 
of it. For though God hath ſecluded us from 
that more exa& minute 'dilcerning of his purpo- 
ſes, . yet he means not his 4;þerſations ſhould be 
lookt on as wholly inſignificant, and. therefore has 
given us the general ſcope and meaning of them, 
according to which weare to limit and reſtrain 
our wazaring gueſſes, and. allo judge of particular 
events, "Now as Gods original and primary deſign 
1n the creation of Man, was to render him a ſub- 
Jett capable of eternal happineſs ; ſo alſo have all his 
ſ#b ſequent As toward himaim'd at the ſame end:;'\ 
and becauſe there is-nothing removes man ſo far 5 
from that grand. purpoſe of his being: as Sin ; 
therefore God has made the ſuppreſſing of that, 
the untverſal integdment of his diſpoſals concern- 
=_—  -*: > ing 
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ing us: fo that the moſt different diſpenſations} re, 
do feverally purſue that one end ; proſperity ang} bu 
adverſity in their ſucceſſive changes are (ent to re. | 
claim us from the error of our ways, with this only | lo 


a, 


—_— 


difference, that the oze leads, the other drives, ] 45 
This is aſſerted by S. Paul, who tells us, that | 
the goodneſs 3:6 long-ſuſfering of God is to tead nstv' i 
Repentaxce, Rom.2.5. And allo that when ye | 
are judg'd, we are chaſtened of the Lord, that we | tl 
2249 not be condemned with the World, 1 Cor. 11. 32, Þ 
And indeed the whole Scripture runs in the ſame 7 
{train 3; and both from proſperous and adverſe | 
ſucceſſes urges the obligation to obedience. This 4 
is the notice God expects we ſhould take of all | © 
his dealings towards us. And the want thereof | 2 
x 
t 
| 
( 


we'hnd often ſharply upbraided by God to the | 
Fews: how often does he recount his redeeming 
"them from cAZ-ypr, his enſtating them in Canaan, 

 andafll his wonderful works for them, with an 
acculting reflection upon their ingratitude ; and 
that we may know his Fadaments are no leſs to 
be accounted for than his Mercies, we find him, 
mos 4. making a Catalozne of them, and clofin 
every period with this Pathetick Reproof of their 
obſtinacy, Tet have ye not returned to me, ſaitlythe 
Lord.” Inſhort, God requires that we ſhould bb- | 
ſerve cvery turn of his haxd, in order to the re- | 
forming our own /rves, and by the ſeveral meai- | 
«ms of Gratitude or fear, infer that peceſſary cox | 
clufiox of a ſincere nniverſal Obedience ; and the | 
neglet of this 1s the crime the Pſalm mentr | 
ons, Pfala 2.8, 5. withloſevere a menace, ons | 
| bh FECTAY: 
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regard not the works of the Lora, ner the operation of 
his hands. | 
AND asthis is requir'd from ſingle perſons, 


' ſo allo from Societies and Communities, which 
'| they are in their publick capacities the moſt 
" eminent ſubjects of Judgments or Mercies, ſoare 


they the molt eminently accountable for both. 
And though the Neglect and Abule of Gods me- 
thods be a very provoking gui/t when 'tis only 
perſonal, yet is 1t much more {o, when it becomes 
national: And therefore as it 1s every mans con- 
ctern for his own peculiar to examine how he has 
an{wered Gods methods towards him, ſo 1s it an 
enquiry very pertinent in relation to the Publick 
allo ; eſpecially where the diſpenſations have been 
remarkable and extraordinary ; in which reſpect 
the I:qziſition cannot appear more neceſſary for 
any than this Nation ; upon which conſideration 
I hope the Reader will think it no unpardonable 
digreſſion, if we a-while turn afide after it. 

I'T is the affirmation of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
that where much is given, there ſhall be much re- 
quir'd; a thing ſo conſonant with natural Equity, 
that we all di our ſuffrage to it,by making it the 
meaſure of our expectations in {ecular things, 
wherein every man looks for returas proportion- 
able to his expexce or Induſtry. The Husbandman 
expects a Grop an{werable to his Seed and Labour : 
and inthe nobler cultures of the Mind, we juſtly 
cxact of our Pupils to let their mazzers attelt the 
aiſcipline they have been under: According te 
which eſtimate we muſt reſolve, that Gods expe- 
| - | pectations 
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ations from - of this Nation cannot but be ve 
high, there being no people under the Sun, whom 


he has more ſignaliz'd as his own immediate care, 


on whom the Divine Oeconomy has more conſtant: 


ly and even ſolicitouſly attended in all the variety | 


of ſeaſonable and powertul applications. | 


I SHALL not affume the work of a Chr | 


nicle, by giving a ſerics of all thoſEmetcies we | 


receiv'd in the loyns of our Anceſtors ; and of | 


which we have provided one unhappy memorial, 
I mean our nauſeating and deſpifing them ; it ha- 
ving been the buſinels of our _ to diſentail 
thole two moſt ineſtimable Bleſſings, of a pure 
Religion and outward Peace, which 'our immed;- 


ate Progenitors left us; and to derive to our po- | 


ſterity the contrary miſchiets of impiety and con- 
tubon. . | 


BU T not toravel ſo far back, I ſhall confine | 


my-reflexions to ſo late a date, ' that FE ſhall nor 
nced to beſpeak the faith afforded: to' Hrſtorians ; 
ſcarce any that can be my Reader, bnt is qualified 


_ te be my witzeſs too ; and muſt acknowledge that 


there has on Gods part been no Method wanting, 
that might puritie us to himſelf 4 Peculiar people 
zealous of good works. To that endof refining and 
cleanſing us it was, that he kept us fo long inthe 
furnace, permitted us to thoſe many Fiery trials 
ofour late calamitous days. ' *'T were impertinent 
here to give a Deſcription of thoſe ſufferinzs, which 
every mans Memory can io readily repreſent to 
him ; orto paint that Flame whoſe Gatkings's 
haiefelt ; 'tis enavgh to ſay, that God appear'd 
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in them,carneſtly induſtrious to have reduced us ; 
like 2 skilful Captain, beſieg'd us cloſely, ftraitned 
us ſo in all our intereſts, that it was ſcarce pot 
ſible for us tofly any where but to himſelf, In- 
deed he that would make up an exa&t Catalogue 
of our Calamities, mult calculate in how many 
inſtances humane nature may be paſſive ; there 
being ſcarce any of our ſuffering capacities, to 
which they were not liberally apportioned,. our 
Eſtates, our Perſons, our Friends, and which is 
more than all, our Conſciexces, all groaning under 
the weight of that Toke, which our own Sins pre- 
par'd, and other mens fins put on. Which way 
loever we look'd, we ſaw nothing but that which 
might conſume our Eyes and grieve our Heart : It 
on the Church, we ſaw that torn by Schiſm, 
ipoil'd by Sacriledge ; the abomination of deſo- 
lation ſtafding inthe Holy place, and the houſe 
of prayer made in the moſt literal ſence 4 dex of 
Thieves, If on the State, we ſaw the breathof 
our Noſtrils, the Anointed of the Lord taken in 
their Pits, Impriſon'd, and Arraign'd, and barba- 
roully eMarder'd, by thoſe who flew him, like 
the Hejy in the Goſpel; that they might ſeize on 
is Inheritance, We ſaw this and all other Miſ- 
chiefs eſtabliſht by Law, and-made as irrever- 
lible as powerſul malice could render them. And 
now in ſucha diſtreſs, who would not think that 
luch a neceſſity ſhould have become our vertue ? 
and ſo perfe& a deſtitution compell'd our reſort 
to the Divine aid? And as little oppreſt States 
as'd to make themſelves homagers to the Romezs, 
to 


tos 4 eMNM thief ariſing from Miſtakes Chap, 


to engage their prote&ion ; ſo we ſhould hay! 


- made an entire ſurrendry of out ſelves to Gu! 1 


that we might have gain'd a title to hisreſcus 
and deliverances. | 

THIS genuine and kindly effe& I doubt ng 
but it had in ſome, I would fain think in may; 


b 
e. 
; 


but we are not now conſidering particalars, but | 
the community ; and therefore how ſincere ſoever | 
ſuch perſonal reformations were, they muſt not; 
come under the account of publick and general, 
unleſs for their Number and Eminency they had 


been ſufficient to have overwhelmed the contrary 


rverſeneſs: Many there might be whole hearts 


( as 'tis ſaid of Foſiahs, 2 Chrozp. 34.27. ) did melt 
. and yet the far greater number of the obdurate, 


{till juſtly denominate us 4 #:f-nectd people ; an 
Epithet wherewith God often reproaches the | 


Fews, and ſure we have no leſs evidenced our title 
toit ; for alas, asif we had meant to revenge the 
inexorableneſs of our oppreflors towards us, in 
our obſtinacy to God ; as if when we could keep 
nothing elſe, we had yet reſerv'd this fullen com- 
fort, ot having our hearts impregnable, we made 
a ſhift to hold out againſt all theſe batteries; 
there was little appearance, and leſs reality of Re- 
pentance ; and ifſome of our /»f?s were at. all lels 
raging, twas only becauſe they were ſtarved in- 
to a little tameneſs, the ſupplies cut off which 
thould maintain our Riot : but wien any recruits 
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could be had, they were devoted that way, ande | 
venin the worſt of times we miſt not to be as luxu- | 


rious as.we wereable: and as though ye reſolv'd 


that | 
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| that vice like the Sea,ſhould gain 1n one part what 
1 it loſt in another ; we took order that what was 


thus inevitably defaulkt from thoſe expexſrve Sins, 
ſhould be'made up in the chexper : we could curſe, 
and ſwear, and blaſpheme in {pight of Sequeftr a1 
7, and this wretched Immunity we made abun- 
dant uſe of, till we even became Proverbialtorit 3 
and gave our enemies pretence to faſten it oh us 
as our diſtinctive Character. Yet to ſhew our 
ſelves generous ſinners, there was one vice we 
bought at a dear rate, I mean our as imprudent, 
as unchriſtian animoſities, and pcques among our 
ſelves ; a ſin that helpt to revenge all the reſt : 
and was as well upon a humane,as divine account, 
agrand inſtrument of our 7ize. To theſe we 
may add our impatient murmurs. at our ſuffer- 
ings, which did 1n jome work ſo prepoſterouſly, 
a5 to reconcile them to the infliters, made them 
unworthily deſert that cauſe, they found charge- 
able to maintain, and contrary to the advice of 
Solomen, 'Chuſe the ways of thoſe opprefiors 
whoſe proſperity they envied, Prov. 3. Butof 
thele real Apoſtates the number I hope was rot 
great, Iwith I copld fay lo alſo of thoie ſeeming 
deſertors, whoſe knees bowed to Ezal, thovga 
their hearts did not : who belied their own /ozal- 
ty, and ina ſhew' of compliance proſtituted cox- 
ſcience in ſeveral Engagements as inconliſtent 
with cach other, as they all were with duty ; and 
ſuch as they pretended no excule for their f4trrg, 
but their relolutions of breakizy. It was indzed 2 
{ad ſpetacle-to ſee what ſholes eyery menacing 
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Edie brought in ; . while men ran in.as much 
haſte::to take the opportunity of Perjury, . a; 
the Primitive Chriſtians were wont to do «f 
Martyrdom: Indeed herein we. ſeem'd to invade 
our enemies peculiar,-* would not ſuffer them to | 
enjoy thoſe marks of diſtin&tion, they had framed | 
to themſe]ves ; ſo that as far as oaths :could figni- | 
fie, we were all oze Party. And yet while wethus | 
diſclaim'd Gods reliefs by theſe indire& attempts | 
of our own, we took it very ill thar he left usto 

the ſucceſs of themi: That he proſper'd not thoſe | 
methods he had interdicted, . and made us Trium: ' 
phant, not only over our Enemies but himſelf | 
too: 'and upon this ſcore many mutinous bla | 
phemies weie utter'd,/ and perhaps ſome more | 
thought, though, I confeſs, generally we were | 
not ſo modeſt, as to ſtick at ſaying the worſt we | 
could think ; and indeed they that heard the fre- | 
quent doubts men own'd of Gods juſtice, . pros | 
viden6, nay his very. being, would not think 

they ſuppreſt ahy thing as too ill to be ſpoken: | 


Welaid boundleſs expectations upon the juſtice | - 


of our cauſe, and as if we. had extremely oblig'd | 
God by not being - Traitors, or *chiſmaticks, | 
thought he wrong'd us extremely ti:..t he made 
us not Victors. Samnel tells Saul, that Rebellion 
was like Witchcraft ;. but we ſeem'd to think Ly- 
alty was lo; that like a ſpell, it was to keep us 
invulnerable, not only againſt our enemies but 
our Selves: and fo countercharm.all our crimes, | 
that they ſhould only be active to pleaſe, not hurt 
us, Burt 1f in the laſt place we refle& on: our 

{clyes 
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ſelves even in relation to that ca#ſe in which we 1o 
much confided, *tis to be fear'd all men will not 
be able to evince they ſuffer'd for God and the 
Kzxg; though they did it in their quarrel: 'tis the 
Intent muſt denominate whoſe eMartyrs they 
were, it being too frequent for private paſſions 
and intereſts to march under the banner of con- 
ſcience ; and we call that ſometimes taking up 
the Groſs, which is only the taking up an anime- 
ſity or hum#ar, Indeed 'tis not poſitble for any to 
be Gods Martyr,who is not firſt his Servant; none 
of us will ſuffer the greateſt things for a perſon 
for whom we will not do the leaſt ; and 'ris ab- 
ſurd Hypocrifie for a man to pretend he has lett 
all for God, who we ſee cannot be wooetd to leave. 
.the moſt deſpicable /z/# for him. He that will 
not part withithe noiſe of a loud Oath, the plea- 
ſure of an intemperate Cup, the applaute of a. 
protane Jeſt for God, will ſurely much leſs ex- 
poſe his liberty, his eftate, his Life for him: and 
therefore what hazards ſoever any manran 1n any 


A. 


{ - ofthoſe, he can withno juſtice fet it upon Gods. 


account, unleſs he can produce fuch other acts 
of obedietice, as may witneſs this to be true and 
genuine. And upon this trial, I fear Goa's party 
will appear to have been but ſmall among us, and 
perhaps the K ing's not much greater, it being not 
very probable that thoſe ſhonld have any great , 
ſenſe of duty to him, that had none to God : or 
that thoſe ſhould religiouſly revere ove Com- 
mandment, who deſpited the other ie. But we 
need not the help of inference and probability Fr 

| this 
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this matter, the mutinous and infolent behaviour | 
of many who profelt loyalty, dtd too clearly 
evince it: And as it is ſaid of Foab, that he 
turn'd after 4donijah, though he turn'd not after | 
Abſalom, 1 Kings 2. 28. and ſome of ours had 
little private rebellions oftheir own, even while 
they oppos'd the more publick. I love not to 
paſs centures on mens thoughts, yet I doubr ſome 
would be too conſcious to-confute me, 1t Hhould 
fay there wanted not thoſe, who owed their zeal 
to their Spleex, and did not ſo much: love thoſe 
they fought for, as hated thole they fought againf. 
And it may perhaps delerve enquiry, whether 
that demure pretexce of holineſs their Adverſaries 
had put on, did not more avert ſome of our Li 
bertines from them, than all their real crimes : 
They perhaps ſo far miſtook them, as to ſuipe& | 
they might be in earneſt, when they protelt to 
advance the power of Godlineſs, and at that took | 
an Alarm, and ſuch Men ( if ſuch there were) | 
contended not for the Liberty of their Country, | 
but their L#/?s ; and could with no juſtice, ex- | 
pe&t either a reputation, or ſucceſs from that | 
cauſe which they at once helpt to defame and de- | 
fear. Tam loth to go farther, and ſuſpect that | 
ever ſomeof the devouter fort were inſpir'd more | 
by the Spirit of oppoſition than Piery ; yet I con- | 
| fels 'tis hard to reſiſt that ſurmiſe, when 'tis | 
con{ider'd that our Liturgze never had its due ve- | 
neration, but when the Direfory was ſet up | 
againſt it. Indeed he that ſhall remember how ' 
our private Oratories were then throng'd and 
croude ; 
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crouded ; and ſhall now compare it with our emz- 
pty Churches, will be tempted to think our devor- 
on was of that fort, which is excited by nterazer, 
and deadned by invitations ; a perverſe kind of 
Zeal, kindled only by Aztiperi/taſis or colliſion ; 
none of that pure flame which deſcends from Hea- 
ven. And then as our Sazzour in another caſe 
ſays, If the light that is in thee be darkneſs, how 
great is that darkneſs? Mat. 6. If this fairer and 
more ſpecious part of us were thus reproveable, 
how obnoxious were the other? And if our Ear- 
neſtneſs in a righteous cauſe, by its Sinilter mo- 


| tives or adherencies be unable to juſtitie it ſelf, 
how ſhall it bear that heavier task we laid on it, 


and plead for our other Guilts. 

THIS 3s the true, though not full account 
of our behaviour under Gods aiſcipline, thus did 
we fructifie upon his pruning us,; brought forth 
indeed nothing but degenerous fruit, The ho- 
ly Writ leaves it as a brand of moſt inveterate 
Impiety upon Ahaz, that in the time of his di- 
Ftreſs he finn'd yet more againſt the Lord, 2 Chron; 
28,22, and ſure we have too ult title to the 
ſame Character of infamy ; thoſe ſufferings 
which were ſent to chaſtiſe our ſins, ſerv'd but 
to encreaſe them, and like the Iſrarhites in the 
Brick-kilns, they multiplied the more for their 
oppreſſion; we debaucht even our Executio- 
rers, and made every new calamity iupply us 
with ſomenew vice. And now when Cods 70d 
was thus deſpis'd, we were in all reaſon to ex- 


pect he ſhould draw his ſword, revenge our re- 
O 2 {iftance 
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fiſtance of his methods, by ſomewhat we could 
not refift; make our Plagues as obſtinate as our 
ſelves, and involve us in hopelels inevitable ruine. 
This certain fearful looking for of Tudement, Heb, 
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IO, 27. waSall we had left our ſelves, of all the | 


rich patrimony we were once poſleſt of; and our 
preſent miſery ſeem'd impoſſible to expire any 
way but by dying into greater. | 

BU T as great artiticers are us'd to magnifie 
their Art, by chuſing the moſt unlikely material ; 
fodid it pleaſe God in this total indi(poſedneſs of 
ours, when we were {ſo unapt ſubjects to ulluw 
ſtrate his mercy, and as it he deſfign'd this natic 
al deliverance ſhould ( inits proportion ) be the 
Tranſcript of our more #1iverſal Redemption, he 
viſited us not only in this ſtate of miſery, but en- 
mity ; when we had ſet our ſelves in defiance of 


his judgments, he laid as it were an Ambuth of 


mercy for us, and ſurpris'd us with ſafety : by ſuch 
undiſcernable ways retury'd the captivity of our 
Hzop, that we were indeed delivered /ihe them that 
dream, Pſal. x26, x. gave us a vidtory without a 
war ; without the intervention of garments rolled 
7n bloud, Eſay g. 5. myeſted us in our Triumphant 
robes, and in a word, made us inſenlibly to glide 
into our long forgotten proſperity. 

AND now who can imagine, but this mira- 
culous Mutation without us, muſt alfo work 3 
Change within us? Indeed they muſt have a very 
1! opinion of humane nature, that can think it 
poſtible it ſhould have perverſeneſs enough to re- 
fiſt ſuch endearments; ſuch kindly Hear m_ 

| needs 
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needs be ſuppos'd to melt us; and if before our 
Pride diſdain'd to be compel/d, yet even that ſtub- - 
bornnelt part of us cannot obje& againſt the be- 
ing courted into amendment. So that when God 
has thus yielded to our terms, left us not ſo much 
as a Punitilioin our way to Piety, *tis but a rea- 
ſonable expectation we ſhould embrace it with as 
great al Earneſtnels, as it was formerly rejeiFed 
by us. 

A ND would God we could ſay we did fo; 
but alas, we ſtill affe& prodigies, take a kind of 
wanton Joy in defeating Gods deſigns, and as if 
we afpired to vye Miracles with him, have made 
our returns as unparallelF'd as his mercies ; fo that 
the ſumm of our account 1s this. No Nation was 
ever more ſignaliz'd by Geds goodneſs, or its own 
perverſeneſs, it being hard to determine in which 
of thole reſpects it is moſt exzzment. That this is 
in the general perfectly true, there axe too many 
particulars ready to teſtifie, indeed a whole cloud 
of Witneſfles do concur to the proving the charge, 
T ſhall not undertake to examine al, yer ſome of 
- principal it will not be amiſs to take notice 
PT, 

BEFORE weenquire jnto the «ſe we have 
made of Gods Mercies, let us a little conſider 


what our ſexce of them is; and ſure of all the i- 


terrogatories We can put to our ſelves, this ap- 
pears the eaſieſ?, the maſt gentle favourable Telt, 
chat even our own partialities could elec for us ; 
it being ſo natural to men in miſery to yalue a re- 
{cue, and celebrate their deliverers, that the 
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contrary would be the only wonder ; we ſee 
even the, Fews, who were none of the moſt mal- 
leable people, yet deliverances made imprefli- 
ons on them, ſet them to their devour proceſſ;ons 
and ſolemn hymns in praiſe of God: nay), ſucha 
piece of native Religion is this, that the Hea- 
hens Exemplitie it to us. The Phiiſtines when 
they had taken Sampſon, magnified rheir Dagon, 
as having delivered their enemy and the deſtroyer of 
their country into their hands, Fuag. 16.24. S0 
upon the victory over Saul, I Sam. 31.9. they 
ſent round about to publiſh it in the houſe of their 
idols, And in all tories we find, the Hearhey 
Altars were never ſo loaden with Sacrifices, as 
upon ſuch occaſions: And the Goſpel tells us; 
that thote on whom Chriſt beſtowed miraculous 
cures, were ſo tranſported with them, that their 
gratitude ſupplanted their obedience, and made 
them notwithſtanding his prohibition, proclaim 
the wonders he had done for them : But I fear if 
we refle& upon our ſelves, we hall not be able to 
match any of theſe inſtances. Tis true our late 
change was entertain'd with a Joy profuſe enough, 
but not: enough religious, We ſaw that great 
things were done for us, and thereof we rejoy- 
ced ; but we did not ſo much conſider that the 
Lord had done them, Pſal.114. and ſo were rather 
affected with the rarity and profitableneſs, than the 
mercy and kinaneſs of the Diſpenſation:and though 
the carc of our Governours have provided for the 
religious part alio, afſign'd days of Purim for the 
perpetual commemoration of our deliverance, 


yet 
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yet our {light obſervance of them does toofully 
evince our Joy was merely ſecular ; and ſurely he 
that gblery'd the numerous and loud acclamartions 
inthe Frects, and the tew faint Hallelujahs in the 
Temple, mult needs ſay they were very diſpropor- 
tionate, and that how much ſoever the moſt of 
us rejoyC'd, it was not in the Lord: and then we 
arenot to wonder that it was fo tranſient ; ſince 
it was merely earthly, it muſt needs partake of 
the fadingnels of its original: whereas had we 
deriv*d it higher, it would have been /aſtizg and 
| durable ; it could not 10 ſuddenly have expir'd, 
had we fetcht it from him, i» whoſe preſence is 
fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures 
far evermore.. But alas, our tragſports were ſuch 
as exhauſted themſelves in their own noiſe, we 
expreſt our Joy in Boxfires, andit vapour'd away 
in the ſmoke; there wanted that mixture of 
Piety which ſhould have fix'd that wolarile Payj- 
on, and we who at firſt were much more glad 
thanthankful, within a very ſhort time ceaſed to 
be cather. 

AND then as v#lext Heats when once cxr 
pird, are ſucceeded by the extremeſt Cold; (o 
has it fared with us; we fell from our Extaſies 
not to the mean, but the contrary extreme ; our 
vaſt complacencies at their parting, carried with 
them even ordinary contentation, and left us 
not only joyleſ(s, but impatient. Tt was indeed 
matter of Equal ſhame and wonder, to ſee a ſcene 
ſoſuddenly chang'd, wherein as in many other 
inſtances, weſeem'd to have tranſcrib'd the co- 
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py of the mutinous Iſraelites, whom we find in 
the very ſame Chapter, Exod, 15. triumphing and 
repining ; and no ſooner were the Timbrels out 
of their haxds, but Complaints were in their 
mouths, verl. 24. What ſhall we drink? And inthe 
beginning of the next, with the ſame querulous 
unportunity they require meat. But not to wrong 
them in the compariſon, their Murmurs had ſome 
extenuating circumſtances whichours have not ; 
they lookt indeed with ſome appetite upon 
c/E2yyt, and made ſome propoſals of Return, but 
it was while they ſuffer'd the hard(hips of the 
wilderneſs ; they preterr'd a repleted avery, be- 
forea hungry freedom ; but even they were not 
- do frantick 1n their murinies, as to make any ſuch 
offer in Cazaar,, or have any Emulation to the 
Garlick and Ozt9245, amidit the affluence of Mk 
and Hozey: No, 'tis we Alone that have the un- 
happy skill of reconciling the ſins of Canaan, and 
the Wilderneſs; murmur as much under our V:nes 
and Fig-trees, as at Rephidim, or Marab, and make 
all the out-crices of wazt and ſlavery, whileſt we 
wallow in the utmoſt luxury of plenty and free- 
dom. I need not here ſpecibie the particulars of 
our Murmurings, this diſcourſe being not Iike- 
ly to bind many whoſe innocence will need that 
information, this malignant humor having ſpread 
ſo, that tis now become almoſt a ſcandalous ( be: 
cauſe a {ingular ) thing to be contented, And 
certainly a conſidering Foreiner, that ſhould come 
amang.us, : could not but be aſtoniſht to ſee a Na- 
£10n fo tull of all rhoſechings which ule ta create 
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remporal fatisfactions, and yet to find no body 
init ſatisfied ; to ſee ſo many parties among us, 
1nd none proſperous. This 15 ſuch a riddle as 
would tempt a man to ſuſpect his ſexſes, and 
think we had all this while but dreamt of a reſto- 
1tion; been under the deluſion the Prophet de- 
cribes of the' hungry and thirſty man, that at his 
weking finds he is empty, and his ſoul hath appetite, 
Eſay 29. 8. *'Tisaſad, butvilible truth, that all 
that God has done for us, hath been ſo far from 
fling our deſires, that it has only fſerv'd to en- 
large them: for I appeal to any of our loudeſt 
mutingers, whether 1f ſome years ſince the pre- 
ſent ſtate of affairs had been repreſented to them, 
dreſt in the worſt circumſtances they now com- 
plain of, they would not then have thought it 
extremely amiable, worth Rachels prize of ſeven 
years more hardſhip ; nay, whether they would 
not willingly have made ſome abatements, relin- 
quiſht part of what they now enjoy, to have had 
thereſt ſecur'd? And when God (46 granted us 
all we the askt, ſhall we murmur becauſe we 
could zow perhaps ask ſomething more ; and like 
ingrate Debtors, pick a quarrel to evade pay- 
ment? Was it not enough that he engag'd his 
Omnipotence for us, but muſt his Omriſcience al- 
{o be preſt upon the ſame ſervice? and provide 
all he could foreſee we could with? Alas, do 
wethink we have the ſame hank upon God, that 
lome Gallants have on their truſting Merchants, 
that upon Peril of loſing all former ſcores, he 
muſe ſtill go on to ſupply us? Shall we _ no- 
| thing 
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thing fit for oblivion but our obligations ? Ang 
inthis perverſe ſence tranſcribe S. Pant, Phil, z, 
I 3. forgetting thoſe things which are behind, reach 
forward to the things that are before : this indeed 
too fully ſpeaks us the off-ſpring of our firſt Px- 
rents ; wecan find noguſt inall the fruits of Pa- 
radiſe, if any one be denied us ; and ftill look not 
on what we bave, but what we wazt ; and as it is 
obſerv'd of the greedier ſort of creatures, that 
they reliſh not one bit for the vehement expeati- 
on of another: So1is it with us, we devorr, but 
do not exjoy our Bleſſings ; and to require him to 
fatisfie us, 1s toaſſign him the Poers Hell, fet him 
with Belws daughters to the task of filling a 
fieve with water, or rolling Syſiphus's ſtone ; our 
growing appetites ſtill keeping us empty and 
reſtleſs amidſt all endeavours to make us other- 
wiſe; {0 that whereas God uſes to commit his 
favours to Men, as ſeed to the Earth, in expeQs- 
tion of an harveſt, ſome fruits of gratitude and 
obedience ; they ſeem with us rather to be flung 
rnto a Grip), whole property is only to ſwallow, 
never to fruttifie, 

I KNOW mens Minas are fo poſſeſt with 
their diſcontents, our daily murinous blaſts have 
puft up and ſwelled our grievances to ſuch vaſt- 
neſs, that he muſt expect ro be very impatient- 
ly heard, that ſhall attempt to repreſent them 
in a leſſer ſize; yet ſure 'twere nor impoſſible 
even upon a direct view, todemonſtrate them ve- 
ry light and moderate : bur upon a comparative, 
perfectly trivial and #nconfiderable; and _ 
| Fo tle 
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little ſtrange, that we who bare our /ate ſuffering 
efate with ſo much Impartience, ſhould not have 
mpreflions enough left 1n our memory, to con- 
font to all our preſet regrets. Do we not quiet- 
now polleſs the fruits of our own, or our Pro- 
nitors #»d#ſtry, without danger of any Seque- 
tation, but what our own Luxuries infl.4? 
Are not our Perſons at freedom ; deliver'd from 
that kind word, and unkind thing, SE CU- 
RING? Sothat when we riſe m the Morning, 
we need not fear our next lodging ſhall be in the 
Gul or dungeon ; nor when we 1itdown to our 
Meal, ſuſpect the intruſion of arm'd nninvited 
Guts, who ere whiles, we know, were wont to 
ſurpriſe us, as the Plague did the Iſraelites, ever 
while the meat was yet in owr mouths ; are not our 
Lives under the cuſtody of known Laws, fo that 
noman 1s 1n danger that will but keep himſelf 
within thoſe Boundaries; nor need fear to be 
mockt into his grave by ſhews and Pagcantries of 
Juſtice? And beſides theſe real eſcapes from /a- 
very, are wenot reſcued from the moſt imbitter- 
ng circumſtance of it, .the having ſervants rule 
wer us ? A thing which rendred our ſubje&ion as 
mean and: ſervile, as it was ſharpand prefſling, 
and which we were zhex: ſo' ſenſible of, thas 
it never miſt to bring wp the rear of our Com- 
paints. Laſtly, if we refle& upon our: higher 
(piritual concerns,' are we not freed from thoſe 
boiſterous robuſt remprations, which with the vio- 
lence of Famine and Sword, Beggary and Death 
afaulted our corſtancy, and left no mean between 

x6] or Martyr- 
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ſor'd to all thoſe ſpiritual advantages which we 
oace profeſt ſo much to value * That well of life 
now lies open before us, after which we once 
panted like the Harz after the water-ſprings ; our 
ancient worſhip1s revived, and wants only our at: 
tendance to make it folemn ; whereas the aboxi. 


nation of Deſolatio ſtood in the holy place, oup 


prayers were turned to fin; needed, but were de- || 


nied the Litergie to pray againſt them, or atone 
their guilts. We haveno longer Foxes givenus 
for bre:g, nor experiment that fad riddle, of being 
at once cloyed-and ſtarved; amidft exceſs of 
preaching ſuffering a Famine of the Word. And 
now are all theſe worth no regard ? If they are 
not, why did we exclaim lo loudly when we wan- 
ted them ? If they are ; why are we ſtill as queru- 
lous now we have them ? *Tis ſure, thele include 
all qur great and ſubſtantial intereſts as men, and 
Chriſtians, and thoſe being provided for, 'ris not 
ealily imaginable what others we ſhould have im- 
portant enough to make us querulous, unleſs it 
be thoſe of Paſſion and Humour. One mans ax- 
bition perhaps waits a fatisfaction, another mans 
avarice, a thirds ſpleen ; and this diſcord makes 
up the very unmuſical Harmony of our 1«rmur., 
If we ſee but a eMorazcar in the Kings gate 
whom we wiſh-removed, we can like Hamzr tind 
noguſt in any thing we enjoy. IF we ſee ſome, 
who we think have born leſs of the burden and 
heat of the day, rewarded equaily or perhaps 
above our ſelves, we are ſure to make out the Le 
5 VR > OE IS rable, 


Martyrdom and Apoſtaſie * Are we not alſore 
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able, by murmuring at the good man of the 
houſe : Or if NVizeveh be ſpar'd, if all be not exe- 
muted to whom we have denounc'd deſtruction, 
me like Fozah fit down in a ſullen diſcontent, and 
mow weary of our lives, becauſe others are per- 
nitted to enjoy theirs. To theſe and other heads 
ofthe like nature, *tis apparent our gr/evances 
may be reduced ; and then if the balance be put 
into any dilpaſſionate hand, *tis ſure they can ne- 
jer become a counterpoize to the other real bene- 
fts we enjoy, but will in the Prophets phrale, ap- 
pear lighter than vanity and nothing, 

BUT I ſuppoſe ſome will ſay, 'tis not only 
reſent uneaſineſſes of which they are impatient, 
but the poſſibility of ſtare, a fear of relapſing 
ntoour former eltate by the ill managery ot our 
preſent : To thele ET thall anſwer, thar admit it 
were ſo, yet ſure 'twill be no wiſdom to anticry 
pate our miſeries, to foreſtall diſcontents, and 
make foreſight as painful as actual ſuffering. In 
ather forbidden inſtances we chuſe to enjoy the 
preſent, and with an Epicureaz Indiffereney cry, 
Let us eat and arink for to morrow we die, 1 Cor.15. 
jz, How 1s ttthat we here become ſo unlucki- 
ly ſagacious, unleſs it be that murmuring is a Sen- 
luality we count equiyalent, nay ſuperior to all 
rational ſatisfactions ; and theretore that we may 
have no intermiſſion of that delight, fuborn our 
phancies to find occaſions, and fetch in from the. 
future thoſe ſupplies which the preſent affords 
aot: But beſides this, -I ſhould in the ſecond 
place ask theſe great Diviners, why they donct 
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alſo foreſee, that this very mutinous temper of 


theirs is the moſt dire and infallible means of | 


bringing thoſe miſchiefs they pretend to fear; 
that it is ſo, is moſt evident, and ſo well obſeryd 
by our Aadverſaries, that there is little doubr, they 
have not only pleaſure, but deſigns upon it ; and 
to that purpole have their Ezgizs on work to 
blow up the hot Sprrits among us, in expectation 
from thence to raiſe a flame. So blind a thing is 
Paſjion, that it hurries on to the things whichin 
their iſſue we moſt abhor ; makes us our Enemies 
drudzes, and the forgers of our own ſhackles ; and 
whileſt we cry out of petty Indulgencies, weour 
ſelves give them in the /ump, what we grudge 
them in parcels : This 1s a miſerable infatuation, 
and while we a& thus unreaſonably, we are ſure 
no competent declaimers againſt ill managery. 
But beſides this natural effe& of our murmurs, 
we are allo to remember that there is a Divine 
vengeance attending it : when bo2nties and largeſe 
ſes arequarrell'd at, we neceſſitate God to ano- 
ther Method, nay indeed, not only his vezgeance, 
but even his &;»azeſs ſeems to ſuggeſt it ; when 
he ſees our conſtitutions ſuch, that his gentle ap- 


plications work contrary effects, 'ris veryaRpolite,- 


tor him to try whether the 4nriperiſtaſis will ope 
rate on the other ſide; if we ſmart thus under /c- 
zitives, *tis but fit to eſſay, if corroſpves will eale 
us ; andthe only remaining experiment for the 
making us happy is to make us miſerable. 

BUT would God we might yet prevent the 
need of ſuch unkindly expedtzents, and by a ſober 
T eftimate, 
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eſtimate, and thankful ſenſe of what we have, 
provide to conſerve it: not faſtidioully delpiſe 
great and eminent bleſſings, becauſe perhaps they 
ome not home to every part of our wiſhes. Alas, 
thoſe plenary ſatisfactions agree not with the na- 
ture of Earthly things: *Tis an obſervation long 
face rais'd from the Globular and Triangular 
form of the World and our Hearts, that 'tis im- 
poſſible the one ſhould be filled with the other, 
there will ſtill be ſome angles, ſome- vacuities 
kft; our very acceſſions create new warts; and 
like an unſound limb, the healing of oe Sore 1s 
the breakMmg out of azother, Every thing under 
the Mooz partakes of her vici;tudes, augments 
and decreaſes only with this difference, that 
though their wazzs be to as low a degree as hers, 
they never are perfe&ly at the fall. There never 
was, nor never will be a State here completely 
happy: And as the Philoſopher hanſomly re- 
proacht the impatience of the Perſiax King for the 
death of his Wife, by undertaking to revive her, 
ithe could help him but to the names of three 
men that had never griev'd to write upon her 
Tomb ; fo ſurely we may make the like offer to 
our malecontents, and engage to redeem all their 
unealineſſes, if they can point us out (I fay not 
three, but ) oze age wherein there were no com- 
plaints, What then are our clamorous Repinings, 
but ſo many loud inve#ives againſt Gods decree ; 
a Deſire to ſubvert his fundamental Lar,and con- 
found the diſtin&Fion he has irreverſibly ſet be- 
tween our Earthly and our Heavenly fare? And 

alas, 


alas, What mad inſolence is this, to expect that 
the whole Oeconomy of the world muſt be chang'd 
only to humour us? That God muſt replant usa 
Paradiſe, pluck up every one of the Briers and 
Thorns which were our native curſe ? Nay, bring 
down Heaver to us, andenſtate us in undiſturb'd 
unmix'd felicities ? This is indeed ſimply conſi- 
dered a very wild expectation, but yet more o, 
when 'tis conſidered how we qualihe. our ſelves 
for ſuch a priviledge: for Jet me ask, are we as 
eager to anticipate the holineſs, as the happineſs of 
Heaven ? Do we as paſſionately deſire to do Gods 
will, as that God ſhould dooxrs ? And emulate the 
Angelical obedience and purity, as much as b:ſs ? 
Theſe are Interrogatories which need no verbal 
Anſwer, our lives do too fully reſolve them in the 
negative; and then how ſhameleſs a partiality is 
it, thus to carve to our ſelves, and cliufe out of 
either ſtate what we belt like, reſerve all the ſex- 
fualities of this world, and yet cry out for the im- 
paſſibleneſs of the next; but alas, theſe are pre- 
tenſions as inconſiſtent as they are bold, our v+ 
ces having ſuch a native inſeparable adherency of 
pain and vexatiox, that 'tis not the moſt dexte- 
rous managery of a fin that can ever ſever them; 
bur if we will retain the oze, wemult the other al- 
10: A Truth which might be excmplified to' us 
throughout the whole Catalogne even of ſenſual 
{ins ; but it is moſt eminently viſible in thisof 
murmuring, which ſtays not as others do to take 
Pain at the rebound, and by way of reſult ; but has 
It as4ts firſt Element and principle ; it being it- 
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ſelfalmoſt as great a pain, as any it can betray 
usto: and yet to ſecurean advance and perpernity 
of Torment, every Event ſerves to toment and 
heighten it, and the moſt deſperate things are 
equally combuſtible to that flame. Indeed he 
that is poſſeſt with that humour, has a kind of fu- 
ry within him, that will never let him reſt: And 
hs, what Legions of ſuch evil Spirits are now 
among us? How are we as it were inſpir'd with 
Mutiny, it being the #niverſal diateft of the Na- 
tion ; and of many in it, who cannot be ſuppos'd 
tofound it in any obſervation of their own, but 
are led by the common genius, and bellow rather 
by conſent with the reſt of the herd, than for any 
uneaſineſs, at leaſt of injuſtice and oppreſſion ( for 
ſuch only give pretence for eMatiny ) that theni- 
ſelves feel. And ſince 'tis become a Þlebe:an vice, 
would God our Gentry would uſe it as they do 
their faſbi0s, and leave it off ( if for no better 
reaſon ) for its being v#/gar: And indeed 'twere 
but equitable, that thoſe who have taken up ſo 
many fins upon punitilio, ſhould for once lay 
downone upon the ſame ſcore. The Athenian 
State put down their Gſtraciſm ( which otherwiſe 
ny were fond enough of ) becauſe it was debaled, 
by happening to fall on Hyperbolus, a deſpicable 
and abject perſon : and there ſeems not much dif- 
ference 1n the caſes, ſave only that we are more 
tenacious of Sins, than they of Puniſhments ; and 
Ifear we ſhall fo long retain this, till we find it its 
own Lzi#or, not only in the preſent uneaſineſs, bur 
in that more fruitfi _—_ of Miſchiefs, where- 


of 
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of it has now ſown the feeds. We fee here what 
our thankfulneſs is, for thoſe eminent miraculous 
miercies we have recety'd, and the account of that 
is an unhappy ſpecimen, what weare like to find, 
when we turvey the ufes we have made of them, 
which God knows have been ſo unnatural and 
perverſe, as does too fully parallel the former in- 
ſtance. | | 

FOR firſt, if we refle& upon our ſp/ritnal 
. bleſſings, what has the enjoyment of thoſe advan- 
tages produced, but the contempt of them : we 
havean eafie free acceſs to God in his Sanctuary, 
our Churches are no longer Garriſops to keep out 
the worſhip to which they were devoted, but 
hike hoſpitable doors, are opento the regular piety 
of any that will enter. Andnow we have this l- 
berty, now the flaming ſword is removed, we have 
loſt all appetite tothe Tree of /ife, can willingly 
lt thoſe Everlaſting gates ( as the Pſalmiſt ſtyles 
them ) Pſal.21. #andas everlaſtingly oper, ere we 
enter them: And though the Fabricks are by 
Gods providence reſcued from their duſt and 
ruines, yet many of us endeavour to reduce them 
to a yet worſe deiolation, ſtrive to depopulate 
thoſe ſacred Manfions, and execute againſt theny 
that propictick threat concerning Nineveh, Na- 
hum x. Leave them empty, void and waſte, And 
indeed ſo they are, ifnot inan abſolute, yet ina 


Comparative ſence ; for could we at any time of 


Divine Service make an eſtimate of all the perſons 
that ares abſent, 'twould ſcarce be diſcern'd that 
#n arethere-; were all corners ranſackt, what 2 

multitude 
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multitude of eos 6 ſhould we find upon a far 
differing account from that of Conſcience ? , Some 
we ſhould fee ſtreiching themſelves upon” theif 
beds, keeping a Sabbath indeed, but to their /orh, 
not theit God ; others perhaps we may find rous'd 
from their Couches, upon the ſummons not of 
Religion but vanity ; ſome new garment 1s to be 
fitted, ſome exotick dreſs eflayed, and they who 
grudge oxe hour to the Preachers glaſs, can ſpend 
many at theirown 3 where they are ſo taken up 
with their Ido/atries to themſelves, that they 
think of no other worthip; nay, as the world 
goes, 'twere well this were the wortt diverſion, 
that ſome did not keep from Church, that they 
might in the interim, defile thoſe leſſer Temples 
of God they carry about them, and cut them- 
ſelyes off from the Communion of Chriſts body, to 
make themſelves members of az Harlot: or that 
others were not Bacchus his Votaties when the 
ſhould be Gods, ſpend that time in their frantic 
revels, and ſing a Dithyrambick inſtead of Te De- 
un, As for the Mammoniſt, if he keep any holy 
day, *tis like the Iſraelites to his Gods of Gold, 
Exed, 32.31, Heis looking with veneration on 
his Idoliz'd treaſtire, numbring thoſe bags he 
dares riot uſe, or perhaps with a more active Zeal 
purſuing the means of encreaſing them. Thus 
alas, may we go from one to another, and as it 
was in Ezekie!'s viſion, ſce i{tiit greater abom1- 
nations, Ezek. $8. And certainly that All-feeing 
Eye, which diſcerns what multitudes do thus 
bulie themſelves, at the times even of his _ 
P 2 et 
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eſt worſhip, cannot but adjudge us moſt profane 
deſpiſers of his mercy 1n reſtoring it: Yet would 
toGod 'twere only the abſext upon whom that 


ſentence would fall ; but alas, the behaviour of 
many inthe Church does too loudly teſtifie how 


little of devotion krings them thither, and at how 


mean a rate they value all that is done there: 
Thoſe Ezes which there ſhould wait on God, as 
thoſe f a Servant on the hanas of his Maſter, 
Pſal. 123.2. are rolling about to fetch in all the 
vanities and temptations which can occur to 
them, and look every way, but towards Heaven. 
Our Tongues which ſhould be toucht with a Coal 
fromthe Altar, devoted wholly to Hymns and 
Prayers, are buſicd in private Colloguies with 
thole about us : Bulineſs News, nay, all the 
impertinent chat of our moſt vacant hours, is 
then taken up to entertain us; fo that he who 
would know the talk of the Town or neighbour- 
hood, need go neither ro Exchange nor Market, 
the Church will as certainly ſupply him: And this 
ill employment of our Tongues, engages the like 
of our Ears, which when they ſhould be kearken- 
ing what the Lord God wilt ſay concerning us, 
are liſtening to thoſe vain diſcourſes we hold with 
one another ; from all which outward indecencies 
we may too ſurely colle&the inward irreverence 
of our heart. And is it poſſible that this ſhould 
now be the Tempepof thoſe, whonot long ſince 
ſeemi'd to bewail their exc/ufio from thoſe ſacred 
Aſſemblies? Did we long for them as David for the 
waters of Bethlehem, when they appear'd unatrain- 


able, 
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able, and when they are brought to us, refuſe to 
taſte them, pour them out not as he did in devs- 
tion, but in contempt ? *Tis true indeed, in tem:- 
poral Delights ofa uſually proves a nauſeq-_ 
ting thing, and takes off our afperite ; but it uſes 
not to be 1o in ſpiritual, whoſe peculiar property 
it is, not to ſatiate, but excite by fruition : But 
alas, though the Things we converſe with are 
ſpiritual, our Hearts are carza/, and that is the 
cauſe why inſtead of crying out with the Pſalmi/f, 
When hel | come to appear in the J_ of God, 
Pſzl. 42. We, like thoſe in Maiachy, Chap. 1. 
13. Snuff at his ſervice, aud ſay, What 4 wearineſs 
is it ? A wearineſs indeed it appears in'the literal 
ſence with many, who fleep at it as men over-la- 
bour'd, and ſcarce take {6 ſound repoſe in their 
own houſes as in Gods ;' indeed ſuch1s the variety 
Ofrude behaviour that is there us'd, that ſhould 
an wzbeliever come into our Aſſemblies, he muſt 
ſurely ( as S. Paul ſuppoſes in another caſe, 
1 Cor, 14, 23.) fay, we are mad; to ſee ſome 
azing, lome whiſpering, ſome laughing, others 
ceping, and perhaps the far fewer number pray- 
ing ; is ſuch a meaty, gs the moſt brutiſh Idolaters 
_ pever admitted in their worſbips ; and the way of 
worthipping Mercury, by throwing ſtones, or 
Hercules by curſing, is a ſober and decent kjnd 
of ſervice compar'd with this, And now alas, 
when will the Charch recover its ancient Title, 
and become the houſe of prayer? 'Tis ſure according 
to the preſent appearance it may have many morg 
. Proper names, that being the leaſt part of the bu- 
Fi ÞÞ ſineſ 
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| ſine donein it: *'Tis true, there are ſame that 
make jt a Saz#uary, but *tjis only againit the pe- 
nalties.ofthe Law, ar repraach of arrant Atheiſm ; 
they come to ſave their money or their credit ; 
others perhaps ſhun the ſolitarinels: of being at 
hame, and come not as to a place of Devotion, 
bur Coxcourſe ; and 'tis tobe doubted; 1ome viſit 
that place as they do many others, becaule they 
havenothing elle'todo: They want their week- 
days diverlion, and fo are ; Sas thither upon 
mere . deſtttutzan of more grateful -entertain- 
rents ;, make ita kind of Suzday play-houſe, tit 
here as Spectators or Judges, to ſee the company 
or cenſure the Preacher, but never remember that 
themlelves haveany ther part to. a& ;- or are be- 
held by Biz, who will not always be patient of 
ſuch. prafanation ; but will, as the Scripture 
iſpeaks, -Kepay them to their face, who thus contemy 
hin to:his, We knaw among men, every one 
counts his Houſe his forgreſs.; and an Afﬀrunt 
offexed him there, doubles. the Injury, and is ngt 
only a contempt, -but an #zvaſion.£ and ſhall it nat 
be a proportionable enhanſement with God allo, 
thus toidefie him, within his own doors, and ap- 
proach his :preſence'in an 1mpiqus bravery, t 
mMorefully toſhew,hjimhow little weregard/him? 
Ar this rate while we addrefs our ſelves, we may 
as:ill-mannerid:Guefts,he forbid hi houſe : Tnter- 
rogated by God as the Fews were, Iſa. 1, Why def 
thou tread my Courts ? A total Fnonung of 
Worſhip being more fair and ingrnuqus than ſuch 
Devotion: whereia like the Sarbarozs ſouldiers, 
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webring Chriſt a Scepter,only to ſwite him on the 
head with it ; and make a Frrincy of homage, to 
give our ſelves the ſport of the mockery : nay, "tis 
ladly.to be fear'd, that God may thruſt us out of 
his Houſe, ſpur his Doors againſt us, reſcue his 
Service and himſelf from our profanation, and 
put us again under the ſame, ( or a worle inter- 

- dictthan that ) which lately lay upon us. | 

HAVING now ſeenour ſcandalous Irreve- 
rence towards Gods worſhip in gezeral, *tis too 
ealie to make _—_— to the ſeveral parts of 
jt; every one of which muſt neceſſarily partake 
of the contempt which falls upon the whole ; for 
while we bring no thoughts bur ſecu/ar with us ; 
thoſe are equally diſagreeing to all the Divize 
offices: *twill be needleſs therefore to trace our 
wandrings in each of thoſe, ſince our whole 6e- 
haviour in the Church 1s one great deviation from 
the buſineſs we ſhould come about : yet that ſu- 
perſedes not to every guilty perſon himſelf the 
neceſſity of a more diſtinct and particular refle- 
xion. *Tis ſure at the /aſ# dreadful Audit, we 
muſt account for every of thoſe ſpiritual advan- 
tages we have abugd ; and alas, what a 4ſt 
reckoning will many of us have then to give up, 
when our prayers which we now turn into Sin, 
ſhall be turned into perditiov ? And we who would 
not ſupplicate our Sod, ſhall in vain invoke the 
mountains and hills to hide us from the face of the 

Lamb, when that Word which we now ſo faſtidi- 
guſly deſpiſe, that it muſt be dreſtup in the cq- 
lours of humane Rhetorick, to make us at all pa- 
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tient of it, and becomes then only tolerable to us, 
when it is fartheſt removed from being Gods: 
when that word, as our Saviour ipeaks, ſhall judpe 
2, and that gracious invitation to life end in that 
fatal ſentence, Goye curſed. Nay, when our ve- 
ry propitiation ſhall p/cad againſt us, and the 
crucitied Body of our Saviour, which we have iz 
7 jjizie fo often recrucited in our unworthy ap- 
proaches, or impious neglect of the holy Echa- 
71ſt ſhall wirzeſs againſt us as 1ts murderers, when 
we ſhall be found not ſprizkled as with the bloyd 
of a ſacr;fice, but imbraed as with that of flangh- 
ter : when all theſe means of our ſalvation, ſhall 
thus miſerably convert, and from the ſavour of 
life, become that unto death, 2 Cor, 2.16. then we 
ſhall to our amazement find, how differing our 
eſtimates of them were from Gods ; and- in his 
vengeance read the value he put upon them. 
Wharrhen have we now todo, but to anticipate 
our a0o73 day, and judge our ſebves that we may not 
be judg'dof the Lord: To make an impartial ac- 
count of all theſe our profanations, and accuſe 
our ſelves before his mercy-ſear, that ſo we may 
prevent the arraignment at his bar of Fudgment. 
And as Offenders are uſually enjoyn'd to acknow- 
ledge their guiltsin the very places where they 
committcd them ; ſolet us make the Church the 
Scene of our penitence, as we have of our faults: 
By our ſtrong crying and tears, deprecate our 
former indevotion, and by an exemplary Reve- 
rence, redreſs the ſcandal of our Profangneſs. 
This, arid only this is the way to ſecure youu 
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the final Vengeance of theſe ſins ; nay, arid againſt 
the intermeaialallo: for we are not to expect that 
ſo unkind abule of mercy ſhall be wholly reſpited 
to another world, it being ſo exaſperating a crime, 
asmuſt in all probability awake Gods fury, and 
pull down preſent Judgments. I wiſh the Event _ 
do not too ſcon atteſt the reaſonableneſs of this 
ſuppoſal. 

I F from our ſpiritual Bleſſings, we now de- 
ſcend to our texyporat, we ſhall not appear much 
better managers of thoſe ; _ they being genera]- 
ly employed to purpoſes the moſt diſtant from 
x &- for which they were given. . And firſt for 
our peace, that great comprehenſive enjoyment, 
upon which all others are dependent, and which 


_ | ist90ur civil Capacities, the ſame that heelrh 


is toour zatural ; the thing by which we reliſh 
and taſte the reſt of our comforts, we may from 
the Song of Zachary, Luke 1. learn for what in- 
tent God beſtows it: Deliverance from enemies js 
tono other end, but that we may ſerve God in 
holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days of our life : 
But alas, he k 2 obſerves how we employ our 
quiet, muſt ſurely ſay it ſerves little to the ad- 
vancement either of Holineſs or Righteouſneſs: 
For the firſt of theſe we have already ſeen, how 
little) of holineſs we ſhew even in that place 
where nothing elſe thould be aUmitted';* and we 
are not fo prepoſterouſly religious, to ſhew 
morein others: That Pzety which is To cold and 
benumm'd under the warm breath of the publick 
Drdinanzes ;we may well preſume ſtark frozen, in 
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ftorded notribute-out of it. Yet alas, 'twere well 
if this prixative ſort of 1mpiety were all we thad 
roanſwer for: but ris too apparent we do not 
only neg/ett God, but reproach and violate him: 
what elſe are thofe bold and inſolent blapphemics 
wherewith we gaily aflault him, making him the 
mark at-which gll our wild Paſhons are ſhot. 
Do wewant any thing either for our «ſe or 4 
light ? Preſently God 1s accuſed, his providence 
or his goodneſs queſtioned ; and he declaimd 
2gainft either as \mpotent or4lliberal. Does any | 


- 
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tody vex or diſquiet us? God muſt have his 
tare of our diſpleafure, his ſacred name muſt be 
rrofaned, and we count-our fierceſt Revilings of 
men, faint and inſignificant, if not inſpired with 
the moſt dreadful and horrid Oaths; Nay, he 
ſands obnoxious to all the diſplacencies we re- 
xive.cven from inanimate creatures ; if a Die af 
:Cardrun amiſs, our reſentments are prelentl) 
regted upon him ; he is profangd ana vilified, 
g$if he were thg. Cheat that rookt us of our ze 
x9, becauſe he does rot ſecure us from thoſe 


| loffes, to which we wantonly expoſe our ſelves. 


Nor is it only our eager and wariner pefſoxs that 
thus invade. him : Our -pleaſanter »0ods do the 
zery fame, and we blalpheme by way of diver- 


| tiement ; -every impertinent ſtory or 1nfipid Feft, 
| nuſt have the. haut-goult of an Oath to recom- 


xexd it, as every incredible Narration has to at- 
PAS to, ſay nothing of thoſe more ſolemn ang 
geliberate perjuries, wherein we impiouſly ſy- 
born Gods venerable and dreadful zame, ta be the 
Engine of our fraud and malice: and as f we 
tought he would forſwear 2s well as we, bring 
him-to courtenarce thoſe Crimes he has vawed tg 
juniſop. Thus do we with a prodigiqus impiety 
contaminate even divinity at ſelf, make it the 
link for all, our puddles to run into ; and profti- 
tute that 2am, which, as the Pſahuiſt perks is 
great, — and haly, to all the unholy par- 
1s, our Paſſions, our Intexeſt, or our Phancics 
an ſuggeſt tous. STS s nt! VT4 -” *; . 
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"F HIS profaneneſs js {o proper a foundation 
for Atheiſm, that we are not to wonder to ſee 
ſo many advancefrom the one to the other ; they 


pay ſo little of the reverence due to Gad, thatat 
fl 


they turn their /mpzecty into argument, and in- 
fer him not to be God, whom they treat ſo unlike 
one. Andtruly this ſeems to be the grand piece 
of Lozick, which has diſputed many, not only 
out of Chrif7;az, but all zative Religion. How 
uohappily ſucceſsful it has proved among us, is 
too apparent in thoſe impious diſcourſes which 
are every where heard, wherein men are arriv'd 
to ſuch a licentiouſneſs, that Davids Atheiſt way 
a modeſt. Puny, who only ſaid in his Heart, There 
Zs no God, and perhaps upon that account ſhall 
by ſome be adjudged to deſerve the Epithet the 
+ſalmiſt gives him, and be indeed thought a fodl, 
that would not own what would now a-days {p 
certainly denominate him a Wiz, or in the ſolemn 
ſtyle, a «Maſter of —_— And indeed they will 
atteſt the property of the ſtyle, they rather g- 
verning Reaſon, than being govery'd by it ; other; 


wiſe *rwould be hard todiſcern, how from diffe 


rent previſſes the ſame —_— ſhould be indy |. 


ced: and thoſe who in the fate adverſe times 
denied God in revenge of their ſufferings, thquld 
now pay their gratitude alſo in the fame manner, 
and renounce him as ( or more ) lqudly, fince his 
ſignal atteſtation of that righreous cauſe ; his not 
owning whereof was then their prixcipal plea. The 
truth is, *tis a little ſtrange how Atheiſm could 
admit ſuch enhanſing accetlions as we find it yr 
RES1 Beer tf oft WC T0363, "00* 6+ -Þ  - for 
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fir it being the completion and higheſt ſtep of 
Ill, and that to which all others do but ſubordi- 


| mately tend, one would think, it ſhould from its 


firſt appearance 1n the world, have been ſo ma- 
tare and full grown a fin, as could be capable of 
no improvement ; bur ſo ſubtilly wicked are 
theſe fatter days, that we can never be brought 
to4 20x ultra, but {till find ſomething to add to 


the completeſt ſin: therefore though of thoſe 


that are really Athetſts, one cannot be ſaid to be 
more ſo than another, yet ſome may be more da- 
ingly, and miſchievouſly ſo; and ſure in that 
reſpe&t our »-oderx ſurmount all former : They 
were generally on the defenſive part, took up the 
tenet as a buckler againſt the unwelcome invaſions 
and Checks of conſcience, and delign'd nothing 
but the more peaceable enjoyment of their luſts ; but 
mw men do not only ufe,but love it ; make them- 
ſelves its avowed Champions, ſeek to win it Pro- 
ſchtes ; and in ſhort, _ ſo zealous for it, as 
ifthey made it their re/ig/0» to have none. And 
God knows, too many ſuch reverſed Kinds of 
Evangeliſts we now have, who with as great de- 
lgn unteach Divinity, as the firſt Propugners 


taught it ; and their z«mber and boldneſs have {0 


encreas'd ſince the return' of our peace, that ſure 
the next Age will have little caule ro think Re- 
lgion had any ſhare inthe Refforatiov. Thus have 
wedone our parts to {uperſede that obligation of 
ſerving God in holinels, by Ieaving no God to 
ſerve; and after the moſt ſignal atteſtation of 
his Deity in our reſcue, ye do like thoſe 7ngrate 


per ſons, 


ph 


perſons, who ſeek to ſubvert thoſe by whor them- 
ſelves were eſtabliſht, and dexy him becauſe he 
has own'4 us. w 

THIS is the holizefs wherewith we have 
ſerv'd him, ſince our being deliver'd from the 
hands of oor Enemies, and our 72ghteouſneſs has 
been very proportionable ; for if we look itito 
the dealings of all ranks of meti, we ſhall find the 
ſame vein of deceit run through all tranſaGiotis; 
A few years ſince Sequeſtration and plunderings, 
thofe whole-ſale robberies had fo over-topt the 
reſt, that like an Epidemick diſeaſe they had 
overwhelm'd, if not the kind, yet at leaſt the us 
tice of all other Tnjuſtices : but ſince thoſe Levias 
thans are withdrawn, the leſſer Devourers ſupply 
their place ; Fraud ſucceeds to Violence ; and 
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inall Pieces #ll occaſions of commerce, we tilt . 


meet with Sequeſtrafors. The adulterated wares, 
arid falſe meaſures in Shops ; the dilatory pro- 
ceedings, and evaſive tricks in Law ; the various 
atid unworthy Cheats of Cred/fors, and the mea 
and diſhoneſt advantages which are watcht in all 
ſorts of Contratts, are too irrefragable proofs 
hereof. Nay, fot only our Buſineſs, but onr 
very recreations expoſe us to theſe deceits, 3s 
fome of our bankrupted Gameſters can too fad! 

witne(s ; what troops of Harpyes attend thoſe 
{ports is every mans obſervation : *Tis ſtrange (0 
many ſhould yet be to tearn the prudence to 
avoid ſo known a danger, wherein a man 1s at 
once made active and paſſive in the ſime Rob- 
bery, and does himſclf defraud his family of that, 
' whercof 


| 
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7 
whereof he is defrauded by 2orher. But amongft 
theſe many injulttces; there 15 none whetein Metr 
ſem generally ro ind ſuch x guſt and: ſenſuality, 
z5thoſe wherein God is concern'd ; #wenty Lay- 
boottes humor them not ſomuclras oe from the 
Ckrgy ; and if the Quakers ſhould be muſtered 
axcording to that one Tenet of not paymnig 
Tithes, we ſhould indeed find their numbers 
formidable. How ſubtle even. the rudeſt per- 
ſons are in defaulking thoſe dues, we fee by every 
days experiment, the over-reaching their Mint- 
ter being the grand Triumph of a Ruſticks wit ; 
ſo that not only their covetouſneſs, but their va- 
nity is concern'd in it : I know *tis the uſual 4po- 
lpze for this kind of Sacriledge, that either the 
maintenance of the Clergy is too much, or their 
merit too little ; for the firſt, I think it may be 
demonſtrated, That there is no /zberal Sciexce, and 
but few Mechanick tr ades,from which a man may 
not hope as plentiful a ſub/i/tence, as this affords 
to the generality of its profeſſors: However 1 
ſhall leave thoſe that make this obje&ion to dif- 
pate it with that authority, which has allotted 
them this proportion ; defiring them to confider, 
that whatever the ſupport of the Clergy is, it 
coſts them nothing ; no man having Purchaſit 
more, than what remains of the Eſtate, after his 
Tith is paid. As to the ſecond, I confels *tis 
Extremely tor be wiſht, that the zegligence and 
9ce of Some did not give too much pretexce to the 
Allegation ; and to iuch I cannot but apply the 
words of ous Seviewr, Matth. 18. 7. Wobe to the 
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man by whom the offence cometh ; yet certainly 'tis 


very incompetent, to juſtifie the detention of their 
legal rights : for till the Law which has aſſign 
them, delegatethe Forfeiture to me, the greateſt 
enormities of my Paſtor, cannot entitle -e to any 
thing that is hx : And indeed what blame ſoever 
is really due to ſome, we muſt expect it ſhouldex- 
tend to all, if the Acculers were to have the be- 
nefit of the Mul& ; and (as 1n the late confuſions) 
all Miniſters ſhould be made ſcandalous, in order 
to the making therti poor. 

*'TWERE caſfietodraw up a far larger Cz- 
talogue of thoſe injuftices we daily commit ; for 
as a man has divers other concerns beſides his 
goods, ſo he may be injur'd in all thoſe: and tru- 
ly the iniquity of theſe days, ſeems fully com- 
menſurate to all the ſuffering capacities of man- 
kind: weweizhour own and others Concerns in 
very differing balances, and offer thoſe Injuries 
without any regret, which we can with no pati- 
ence ſ#fer: How nicely Jealous is every one of 
us of his owz Repute, and yet how maliciouſlly 
Prodigal of other mens? fo that Defamation is 
become one of our main Topicks of diſcourſe, fur: 
niſhes entertainment to all companies ; the pre- 
ſent owe their Divertiſment to the abſext, and 
many would bedrein'd quite dry, were it not far 
this reſerve, which like an uncxhauſtible ſpring, 
ſtill ſupplies freſh matter of talk. In like man- 
ner how carefully do we avert any hurt or mutils- 
tion of our ow bodies, and yet how barbarouſlly 
incon{iderate are we of others, to whom we do the 

greateſt 
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oreateſt out-rages, rather than uſe any violence 
to our Paſſion, or reſtrain an angry Humor : on- 
ly Iconfels there is one Inſtance, wherein though 
we are#unjuſt, we are not fo partial; but expoſe 
our ſelves alſo ; and that is in the caſe of Dvels ; 
a barbarous cuſtom wherein 'tis hard to dehine, 
whether the Wickedneſs or Folly be greater ; yet 
it maintains its ſway in-ſpight of all the methods 
God has us'd to make us better or wiler : Of this 
there are too many, and too noted inſtances4ince 
our reſtoration, as if we were ſo enamour'd-of 
deftruition, that when we are prevented of it 
from our Enemies, we feek it from one another ;.or 
chought publick Peace fo. intolerable, that when. 
'tiscaſt upon us ( as ſure ours, if ever any may be 
laid to be ) we are fain totake 1n private quarrels, 
asour reſcue from that. dufl quiet, and court the 
utmoſt ziſchiefs, to avoid the oppreſſion: of the 
greateſt happineſs. Thus perverſly do-we coun- 
termine Gods purpoſes of kindnels ; and when he 
has ſecur'd-us; ſolicitoutly ſeek to be deliver'd 
from our ſafety ; projet new 4axgers, and dare 
his power with a yet. harder TFask, the delivering 
« from our ſelves: And whilſt we thus avert our 
quiet, 'tis no wonder that we produce no bettey 
effects of it ; nor frucifie under that, which we 
will not permir our {elves toenjoy: = 
AND asupon this general view, we appear 
very ill managers of our Peace, ſo ſhall we much 
more, - if we reflect on thoſe -many particular 
bleſſings which are wrapt up in that, of which 


we make fo peryerſe nſe, tharwe therein no lels 
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violate Sobriety, than we have already appear'd to 
do piety and righreenſreſs ſo filling up the mea- 
ſure of our iniquity by tranſgreſſing all the funda- 
mental rules of Chriſtiagty, 4vizg neither ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, xor Godly in this preſent world, 
Tit. 2. 12. And of thoſe advantages which are the 
appendages to Peace, there are two moſt emi- 
nent ; Plenty and Liberty, both of which are the 
more remarkable in our preſent quiet, by how 
much the deprivation of each was the greater. For 
the firſt, we know the /ate times of rapine,had torn 
from many among us their whole ſubſiſtence, fo 
entirely deſpoiFd them that they were reduc'd to 
Fobs condition, and connected the two extreme 
Foints of Birth and Death, by a middle ſtate of 
the like nakedneſs and deſtitution : and to ſuch, 
our late reſtoration was a kind of Civil reſurretti- 
en ; rais'd them like Eliſha's dry bones, trom the 
moſt hopeleſs ſtate, and by a ſucceſſive poſleſſi- 
on of their own Izheritances, made them heirs to 
themſelves. And though all were not ſo wholly 
diveſted, yet like thole Caxaznites whom the 
Fews did not extirpate, they were put under Tri- 
bute: and while peri/ons, who knew ſo well how 
to exact, were Lords Paramonyt,. a bare being 
was all could be expected ; they ſeem'd rather 
Stewards than Owners of their fortuzes, and had 
rather the trouble, than advantage of their Mana- 
gery: And who would not think that this ſo long 
want of plenty ſhould have taught us ſobriety in 
the uſing it? That deſuetude ſhould have worn 
Out the $kill of /xx#r7, and we ſhould hot have 

| known 
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known how to be riotous : but alas, our memo- 
ries have been too faithful to us in this particu- 
lar ; no one of our vanities is fall'n into oblivion, 
but on the contrary the art of Voluptuouſnels ſg 
improved, as if all the time that was loſt from 
the Prafick, had been ſpent in the Theory, and 
we had for ſo many years been contriving new 
kinds and degrees of excels. Indeed it 1s too 
ſure, weretain'd the affetioz, when we had loſt | 
the power of rioting ; and 'tis not our proſperity 
ſeduces us, but weit. For as the Sz thoughit 
lends its rays to the begetting of the vilelt 1- 
ſeifs, yet makes no ſuch production but upon 
apt matter, ſlime and patrefaction: fo neither 
would the moſt opulent fortune make us ſenſual, 
did it not find us diſpos'd and prepar'd tor it. 
How forcible thoſe propexſions are, appears by 
the multitude of objedts on which they work ; 
For they had need be ſtrong Inclinations that 
take in all Opportunities, nay, poſiibilities of 
actuating themlelyes, and ſuch 'tis evident ours 
are, there being nothing capable of miniſtring 
toluxury, which we ule not to that purpoſe. 
Our Meat 1s no longer apportioned to our Hun- 
gcr but our Taſts: io that the Stomach is made 
merely paſſive in the marter of Eating ; ſerves on- 
ly to receive thoſe loads we charge it with, whilſt 
its Elections and .Choices are toreſtal''d by the 
palate or phancy.;, nay, "tis not permitted ſo much 
as a negative voice, not allowed to refuſe what 
seither for kind or quantity deſtructive to it : 
We do with ſtudied mixtures force our relucting. 
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appetites, and with all the Spells of Epicuriſm 
conjure them up that we may have the pleaſure 
of laying them again. Thus unworthily zreache- 
rowsare we to Nature, which while we pretend to 
relieve, we oppreſs, by giving her not only beyond 
her need, bur ſufferance: And to thew we are no 
tels dexterous in mixing, /izs than eats; our ve- 
ry Pride ( though in it iclf an intellectual vice ) 
mingles with our Glzttony ; every thing is inſt 
vid that is not coſtly ; and rt 1s thought an ignoble 
Pealant-like thing to eat a plain meal: Nor is 
h- now to be lookt on as as a Gentleman, whoſe 
fngle Ordinary colts not as much as would be 
{ and himiclf would perhaps ſome years ſince 
havethought ) a fair exhibition for {ome whole 
families. And that we may not be charg'd with 
partial intemperance, we go not lels 1n that of 
drink; wherein we are {o nice and critical, thar 
'tis become a ſpecial skill and faculty to jdge of 
liquors ; But how great ſoever our cnri-fity be, 
'tis ſure our exceſs 15 greater, and does nut only 
over-match but ſupplant it ; there being no drink 
ſo unpleaſant, which the love of a debarich will 
not reconcile us to. So great a malice do we 
bear to our reaſor, that to opprels it, we are con- 
tent-to expoſe our darling, and do violence to our 
very ſexſe. How unhappity predomrnant this 
brutith Vice 15; need not here be told, ſince it too 
evidently atteſts it ſelf to every mans obſervati- 
on, it no longer ſeeking. the ſhelter of night 
and darkneſs, but ymparient of ſuch delay, ap- 
pears inthe broadeſt light ;- and he: is now a 
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__ begun another, before the Suz has ended 
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is: nay, 1015 the Scene chang'd, that ſobriety is 


become a reproachful thing; ſuch as even thoſe 
who value it dare not own, and are either driven 
to preſerve it by ſhifts and artitices, or elſe chuſe 
to abaxadon it rather than hazard the ſcandal. And 
certainly this 1s the great advantage this fin has 
for the propagating ir ſelf; for 'tis impoſſible 
Beſtiality ſhould be fo univerſally agrecable to 
mankind, that all ſhould purſuc it out of apperite 
and liking: *ris this Fear that engages many in 
it ; and though it hath too many volunticrs, yet 
ſure 'ris this preſs that helps to make up its 2um- 
bers; which as it ſpeaks the great baſeneſs of 
thoſe who are thus aſham'd both of Piety and 
Humanity, and had rather ceaſe to be ex, than 
appear to be Chriſtians ; ſo1s it a ſad indication of 
National impiety, a fatal Symptome that we 
have_near fill'd up the meaſure of our iniquities, 
and are ripened for the woes denounced againſt 
thoſe who call evil good, and good evil, Eſay 5.20, 

which ſure was never more palpably done than 
inthis inſtance, wherein #experance 1s branded 
for ill ature, and dulnels of humor ; whilſt the 
moſt ſwiniſh exceſs muſt paſs for ſociablereſs, 
friendſhip, and hoſpitality ; names which have 
been fo long proſtituted, that they have loſt their 

native uſe, and men have forgot thoſe very di- 

ſtant things to which they originally belong'd ; 
yet ſure ſuch once there were: God made us ſ- 

ciable creatures, and we might {tzll continue ſo 
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upon the ſtrength of that firſt principle, and need 
not owe our z2ztercourſe to our debarcheries; no, 
nor our friendſhips neither, which have been ſq 
far from being preferv'd that way, that there is 
nothing more obviouſly, and frequently violates 
them ; nay, indeed the whole ſpecies of real 
Friendihips ſeems to be extinct, ſince this fit: 
rtous ſort took place. Men think 1t enough ( as 
indecd *tis too much ) to damn themſelves with 
their friends, and all other communications are 
tranſmuted into that of Sin ; for we daily ſee 
thoſe, who cleave the moſt inſeparably 1n this 
kind to each other, will yet neither do, nor ſuffer 
any thingelſe: And ſure if this be friexſbip, *tis 
ſuch a reyerſt kind of it, as mult have as prepo- 
ſterous a Definition ; tor none that have yet been 
given by Divines or Philoſophers will fit it. The 
like may be ſaid of hoſpitality, which ſure is 1n its 
proper nature ofa very diſtant make from this ; 
delign'd to relieve Strangers, not burthen them ; 
| tocurethefr wants indeed, but not by the worſe 
exchange of a Surteit : So that the axczezt and the 
modern Hoſpitality differ as much as rhat of Met- 
chized?tk, from that of Circe ; the one refreſhes, 
the other transforms : And how great a ſhew ſoe- 
ver of liberality this later may have, yet he is not 
to. be thought to have drunk grazzs, that has paid 

his reaſoz tor his ſhot. | 
AND to both theſe parts of Intemperance, 
our Unclcannels bears full proportion ; the one 
makes proviſion for the fleſh, and the other f#lfils 
the lufts thereof, To how brutiſh an impudence 
| this 
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this ſin is grown 1s too viſible: we need not trace 
men into their privacies and receſſes, themſelves 
willingly proclaim their guilts ; nay, dread no- 
thing io much as the opinion of being innocent : 

_ yea {oout-dated a wertwe is Modeſty now become, 
that even that Sex, towliich it was once accoun- 
ted the greateſt ornament, have put it off, look on 
itas a piece of Ruſticity, and country-breeding : 
whether this pulling down the fexce be an Indi- 
cation they are willing to lie common, I ſhall not 
determine : but ſure that very free, and confi- 
dent behaviour now 1n ule, is too apt to invite 
aſſaults, and takes off all that Extenuation of 
crime, which was wont to be allowed that Sex, 
upon the ſuppoſition of their being ſeduced ? Thus 
do we publiſh our Sin as Sodom, and if we con(i- 
der how much boldneſs it has gain'd ſince the 
return of our proſperity ; *twill be probable that 
ours allo has been fomented by fulzeſs of bread, 
and. abundance of Idleneſs, Ez. 1. 6. That our 
Plenty is very ſubſervient toit, appears by the 
vaſt expence wherewith many men manage this: 
vice: And that our Idlenels 1s fo too, is no leſs 
evident by the large portions of time that are ſpent 
in thoſe purſuits, it being, as the great delign, 
ſo the eſpecial buſineſs of too many mens lives. 
As for the remedy which God has aſfign'd, it 
ſerves now only to exaſperate the diſeaſe, Mar- 
riage with too many only advances ſimple-for- 
nication to adultery, and ſuperadds perjury to 
uncleanneſs ; thole ſacred bands are like 
Sampſons Withe, broken upen every aſſault - 
| | 4 Fe 
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the Philiftines, and the very thought of being con- 
Hn'd makes men more apt to range : - For alas, 'tis 
not their zceds but their Phapcies they are to pro- 
videfor, and that is ſo endleſs, that the greateſt 
liberty of Pe{ygamy would never fatisfig 1t: the 
ſame,quarrel would hie then. to multiplied wives, 
which does now to ſingle ; I mean, that they were 
their own: And how numerous ſoever theyr flock 
were, *twould- not ſecure their poor neighbours 
only Lamb ; eſpecially when'tis conſider'd, that 
in this they gratifie two fins at once, their vanity 
as well as their /»/t ; their complacence in «xder- 
mining the Husband, being generally as great, as 
that in exjoyizg the Wife, And if Pride abſtract 
edly and in its own nature be, as Solomon lays, 4s 
abomination to the Lord, certainly when 'tis thug 
complicated, it muſt be infinitely more ſo, ang 


- aſcertain a concurrence of thoſe Judements, - 


which are ſingly threatned to each afthole Sins ; 
what thoſe are, I wiſh guilty perſons would ſeri- 
- ouſly ponder, and then they would ſurely think 
their momentary pleaſures much over-bought. 
But alas, ſuch a faſcinating ſin this 1s, as allows 
men no liberty of conſideration, they go on as 
the wiſe-man ſays, . Prov. 7. 22, with the lame ſtu- 
pidity that an Ox goeth to the laughter: or, a fool to 
the correttion of the Stocks ; and while every body 
clic obſerves the Effects of their Vice 1n their wa- 
ited boazes, and ruin'd efates; themſelves are the 
laſt that diſcern it, purſue the. conrſe till the very 
laſt remains of ftrength and..wealth are exhauſt; 
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xd, .and nothing left*them bur diſeaſe and beggery, | 
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Ofthe truth of this there have been too many 
ſd examples, though it ſeems not yet enough, to 
give caut10n to others. . 


"AND totheſe /»ſts of the fleſh,we ſpare not to ' 


add thoſe of the eye allo; for 1o ſurely we may 
properly call 'all thoſe Luxuries which adapt 
themſelves peculiarly to that Faculty ; ſuch are 
the gaiety of Apparel, richzeſs of Furniture, and 
all the ſplendor of Equipage, which has no pro- 
priety to any other ſence, but that of ſeeing, and 
5loſt if it be not lookt on: And though theſe 
ſeem to differ much from that Goverouſneſs which 
S. Fohn is ſuppoſed to comprehend in that Phraſe, 
the one being the texacity, the other the profuſior 
of Money ; yet they are but ſeveral branches of 
the ſame Sin, and are diverſified only by a various 
application to the Obje# : for in ſtrict ſpeaking, 
he that covets Gold and Silver to lay on his back, 
is as properly coveros, as he that deſigns it only 
to fill his coffers. But beſides the propriety thele 
exceſſes haye to that title, they haye no leſs claim 
tothat enſuing, The Pride of Life ; it being evi- 
dent that they are both Effects and Fomenters of 
Pride: and {ure this ſets but an 1ll Character up- 
on them, that when the Apoſtle has divided all the - 
luſts of the world into three ſorts, theſe bid ſo fair 
to 7wo of them. I would not here be underſtood ta 
coridemn that Decency and moderate Expence, 
which agree to the ſeveral ranks and qualities of 
Perſons,. there being not only a /awfulzeſs, hut 
ſome kind 6f civil xeceſjity for ſuch Diſtintions : 
tor isthe leyelling principle fitter to be admitted 
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in Habrt, 'that in Titttor Eſtate : That which? 
accuſe is quite another thing, it being that inot- 
dinate profuſion, which does not only exceed the 
abtlity-and fortune: of the, Perſon, but the pro- 
portion, of: his rank and condition ; and fo con- 
tounds that diſtin&tion it ſhould preſerve, and le 
vels us the wrong way: it being more tolerable 
- that all ſhould be Peaſazts, than all Lords, Ang 
this is the irregularity that many ſeem to affec, 
there heing nor only an emulation of pomp and 
bravery among equals, but thoſe of the moſt di- 
ſtant qualities, there ſeeming now no other wea- 
fare than the utmoſt extent of their Money Or cre- 
dit; the later whereof1s often ſo ſtretcht, that it 
not only cracks it ſelf, but by an unhappy conts- 
g10n, breaks thoſe it deals with, and like a Gra- 
ads tears Towns in pieces : The many ruin'd Fa- 
milies of Tradeſmen do too ſadly atteſt this : 
would God our Gallazts would conſider how un- 
equal it is, that many ſhould want zeceſſary cloath- 
72g, only to maintain the ſ#perfluity of theirs ; an 
Injuſtice which not only upon a religious, but po 
litick account deſerves the ſevereſt Reproof, and 
ſince Diuize Laws will not reſtrain it, *were well 
it Humane were provided : though I confels, 
*rwere not eaſie to find out penalties to deter 
thoſe, whom the wants ſo uſually attending theſe 
excefles will not diſcourage. This ſort of vanity 
was once thought peculiar to womzez ; and though 
I cannot fay that the ſexes have exchang'd faults, 
( becauſe cach ſtill keeps its own, together with 
thotc of the other ) yet 'tis evident they have com- 
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municated them ; and as the worzez of this: Age 
have tranſcrib'd e Maſcaline Vices, ſo th&mez have 


feminine 3 this particularly, wherein they ſeem 


fully to anſwer the Copy, they being as Critical- | 
knowing 1n all the myſteries of vanity, and as 
diligent in reducing their ſpecnlations to prattice, 
15any the moſt extravagantftemale. Indeed both 
the one and the other purſue this foly with fo 
great an expence of Care, Time, and Money, as 
ifto be fine and happy were the ſame thing, and 
their bodies had been defign'd for their Cloaths, 
rather than their c/oaths for their Bodies. 

AND now whenall theſe luxuries are to be 
ſery'd, it had need be an exorbitant plenty that 
hall ſupply them ; and that will unfold the riddle 
ſo frequent among us, of ſo many being poorer 
ince they recovered their eſtates, than when 
they wanted them : Our revenue how large ſoe- 
ver, 1s {o clogg'd and incumber'd with our v- 
ces, that they moulder away, and only ſerve to 


| carry other mens with them, by giving credit to 


run in debt. There are indeed no fuch unmerciful 
exatfors as our own Lulſts ; the one gleans after the 
other, till they induce ſuch a ſcarcity, as the Pro- 
phet Foe/ deſcribes, I.4.That which the Palmer-worm 
hath left, hath the Locuſt eaten, and that which the 
Locuſt hath left hath the Canker-worm eaten es that 
which the Canker-worm hath left hath theCaterpillar 
eaten: So that in effet, we have only changed 
our opprefſors, and are as much or more exhauſt- 
ed by our own ſins, as we were before by other 
mens; with this woful circumſtance, that now 
| we 


we have the guilts as wellas the ſafferings : Thus 
do we rob our (clves, and create wazt in the midfi 
of all that 45urdance God has given us, uſing our 
plenty as the Beajamites did the Levites Cpngy: 
bine, Fxag. 19. force and proſtitute it, till wee 
{troy it; and the ſimilitrude holds in this alſo, 
that what we thus violate is not our own ; forlet 
us phancy what we will, certainly our ſ#perflui 
zies are more the poors Right than ors, aflignd to 
them by God thegrand Proprietor. Sq that our 
Exceſles have, belides their proper gr, that of 
znjuſtice {uperadded ; and when the cry of the 
p-or ſhall be joyned to thole of our riots, they will 
certainly be too clamorous to let vengeance any 
longer ſleep. | 
"THIS is the account we can give of our 
plenty, and that ofoar liberty is not much better ; 
tis nor long ſince that arbitrary tyr anny expir'd, 
which gave us no other meaſures of our duties or 
punithments, than the will or avarice of the Im- 
poſers : And then how did we gaſp to be under 
the condu& and Protection of kzownr determinate 
Laws ? Yet now we have them, who conſiders 
them, or is regulated by them? Between the /- 
centionſ,.cſs of Inferiors, and the remiſneſs of Supe: 
riors, they are rendred things only of form, not 
uſe; tor while the oneviolates, and the other 
connives, what canthey ſignifie? And though 
there be neyer ſo many zew Laws made to aſſert 
the o/a, yet we ſee they ſerye for little but to.par- 
take of the ſame contempt with the others, and 
are but like che Chimgras of an U{ropinn State (age: 
Tak Tj y 
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jy contriv'd, but to no purpoſe. *Tis the execu- 
ton of Laws that gives them a real and effective 
being, 4nd without that, amidft our great vo- 
lumes we are yet deſtitute, and may too probably 
experiment the truth of that 4x/9me, that "zi ber- 
ter to live where nothing is lawful, than where all 
things are, Indeed if we remember how the Sta- 
tutes of O»2ri were Kept, with what a tameneſs 
the ſevereſt Impotitions of the /ate Uſurpers were 
ſubmitted to, we havereaſon to think, coercion is 
the ſureſt Principle of vulgar ebediente ; though 
withal it ſets but an ill mark upon us, who know 
omuch better how to be ſaves, than ſubjects. 
And as we are reftor'd to our c:v2/ Liberty, ſo as 
2 branch or conſequent of that, we are to our 
perſonal alld: We were lately 1h the condition 
Chrift foretoltd to S. Peter, carried by others 
whither we would not, Fo. 21. 18, but now we 
gird our ſclves and go whither we will ; and alas, 
what uſe do many of us make of this freedom? Is 
it not viſible, that neither our publick or private 
affairs are the betrer attended ? But on the contra- 
ry we are 1n a reſtleſs purſuit of impertinent or 
victous paſtimes, go pilgrimages to our plea ares, 
wander about from this ſport, that mecting to 
another, till many of us forget we have any other 
concerns ih the world, and are as much ſtrangers 
to our own homes, as when we were forcibly 
detain'd thence : And for ſuch I know not whe- 
ther the former reſtraint be not eligible, to be a 


| ?riſozer being a kind of reſcue to hiny, that would 


otherwiſe be a: vagrarr. "i 
THESE 
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THESE arethe «ſes we make of thoſe ad. 
vantages whereof God has repoſſeſt us. I know 
*ti5 t00 envious a task to diſtribute theſe accuſy 
tions to every Rank and Order of men among us; 
I have here given them in the lump, and wiſhthat 
not only ſuch degrees, but each perſon would 
adapt to himſelf his peculiar ſhire, wherein con- 
trary to other dividenas, I tear the only Immode- 
ſy and Injuſtice too will generally be, for every 
one not to carve liberally tor himſelf. However, 
tis ſure in the groſs they make up the Charattey 
of a moſt barbarouſly ungrateful Nation, God 


was pleaſed to return our peace, before we had 


forſaken our ſins, as if he meant to try our inge- 
nulty ; that we who had been ſo much worſe than 
beaſts under the former method, that no ſtripes 
would diſcipline us, might have this advantage to 
redeem our credit, and be drawn with theſe cords 
ofa man: but we have put off not only prety but 
humazity, and are equally untractable to all me- 
thods. And now who can refrain from Meſes's 
Paſſionate Apoſtrophe, Do ye thus requite the Lord 
O fooliſh people and unwiſe ! Dent. 32.6. Unwile 
indeed, that from the moſt benigne purpoſes of 
God, extract nothing but our own miſchief: arc 
the poorer for his Liberalities, and the worſe for 
his Goodnels ; by a prepoſterous uſe ſo wear out 
our Bleſſings, that they ceaſe to be, at leaſt to be 
Bleſſings : Andifthey once fall from that, there 
15 no middle form for them to aflume ; they con- 
vert into the direc contrary, and become the 
tatalleſt Curſes, more heavy than thoſe which 


{ 


were | 
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were originally deſign'd as fuch ; that degenera- 
tion adding malignity, and no Fury being {o ex- 
treme, as that which bottoms upon repell'd and 
irritated Love. Gods mercies are like thoſe pi- 
Fures, which according to the different poſition 
ofthe beholder, carry different Repreſentations ; 
if we will ſtill ſtand on the wrong fide, and not 
take them in their more amiable appearance, we 
ſhall find they can put on a dreadful: his Good- 
neſs will not be finally unoperative ; if we will 
not permit it to lead us to repentance, 'twill drive 
usto deflruction, Iam ſure we have all reaſon to 
expe&t he ſhould exert his power as eminently 
againſt us, as he has done for us ; unleſs perhaps 
he ſees that is not neceſlary to our ruine ; for 1n- 
deed let him but ſtand by and not 1nterpole his 
omnipotence for us, he may truſt us to be his Ex- 
ecutioners, our Vices having a natural as well as 
moral Efficacy to deſtroy us. And who knows 
whether that be not the reaſon of his ſeeming con- 
nvance, that he forbears to {trike us, to give us 
up to thoſe more fatal wounds we inflict on our 
ſelves ; this alas, we have too much cauſe to fear, 
for 'tis ſure, *tis not our 22»ocerce that gives us Im- 
punity, but 'tis more than probable 'tis our izcor- 
rizibleneſs ; that God gives us over with a why 
ſhould ye be ſmitten any more? Will not proſtitute 
his Judgments ; but as the baſeſt of Mzlefattors 
leave us to the baſeſt of Executioers, and let our 
niquities becomeour ruine. This as it 1s the ſe- 
vereſt purpoſe God can entertain towards us, ſo 
tisour moſt important concern to avert, And 

. O 
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deſigns of his love, would now try to defeat that 
of his a»ger, rob him of thoſe inteſtine avengers 
within our ow. breaſts, thoſe fleſhly luſts which 
fight againſt the Soul, 1 Pet.2. 10, which do not 
only provoke, but execute his Wrath, and rhake 
us more miſerable than Hell it ſelf could do with- 
out them ; and God knows 'tis more than time for 
us to ſeek an eſcape from fo formidable miſchiefs: 
O let us not contract one minutes delay, let us 
calt our ſelves at the feet of our offended God, 
and as thoſe who are condemn'd to diſgraceful 
Executivns, ule ro petition for ſome death of lels 
Infamy, as a bor and favonr ; ſo let usbeg, that 
he will pleaſe to think us worth his own. correti- 


vn ; that whatſoeyer we ſuffer from his hatid,' yet 


that we may not ( like to Herod) be deliverd up 
to the loathſome fortune of being devour'd by out 
own putreiaction. In a word, let us form D«- 
vids choice into an importunate prayer, and ear- 
neſtly beg that we may fall izto the hands of God, 
and not into the hands of men, at leaſt not of our 
ſetves, who are more to be dreaded than all our 
other Enemies. 

INDEED till wedothvs, our proſperities 
are far from real, and doin this juſti6- our moſt 
mutinous repinings, that we are never the better 
for them, nay, much the worle ; yer ſince'tis 0n- 
Iy we that have encrvated them, they will ftand 
upon our account in their proper weight and v# 
tue: When our receiprs are ſummed up, God will 
charge us with them, not as thoſe empty nfl 

| things 
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things we have made them, but as thoſe great and 
ſolid bleſſings he intended them. And certainly 
this is moſt deplorable ill managery, to reſerve 
nothing to our ſelves but the b#rthen and account 
of our good things ; to enjoy nothing, and yet be 
anſwerable for all. In ſecular things men uſually 
pay with ſome regret for thoſe things, of which 
they have only ariticipated the »ſe: But with 
what diſmal reluctances ſhall we come to pay tor 
theſe, of which we have made no advantage ? 
And muſt therefore pay the dearer becauſe we 
have not ; it being not ſo much the things, as our 
employing of them to our benefit, whereof God 
will exact account. His azger is then only in- 
cens'd, when we reſiſt his love; and his only 
quarrel to us is, for fruſtrating his deſign of ma- 
king us happy. And ſure thoie well delerve his 
wrath, that will provoke it on ſuch terms ; yet ſo 
perverſe is the chozce, as of all ſinners in general, 
lo eſpecially of this Nation at this time, who have 
all before us which might make us happy in both 
worlds, if we did not Madly affte& to be 10 in nei- 
ther. God grant we may recover the Sobriecty to 
make wiſer eleftions, before it be out of our power 
tomake any, and we be found to ſtand to the 
miſchiets of our own wild Option. 

THE Reader will perhaps think I have gone 
beyond the limits of a moderate digrefſion ; but 
the too great copinnſneſs of the Theme, muſt be 
my excuſe : ſuch over-grown Vices cannot well be 
drawn in little; and where there is ſuch a multt- 
fude, the moſt ſuperficial view of Each, is rather 

R Propor- 
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proportional to a diſtini# Trait, thanto the few 
Pages it has borrowed in this. My greater tear 
is, that the event may prove it impertinent, there 
being not much hope that a private whiſper ſhall 
be heard by thoſe, who are deaf to the /oudeſt calls * 
of Heaven,and have made no other ſe of thoſe ya- 
rious and ſignal Providences we have been under, 
than todefeat the d:/igz of them. 
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CHAS 1% 
A Sarvey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Diſputes in 


general, 


HESE are ſome of thoſe many artifi- 
ces, whereby Satan like a cunning Pzct- 
lock, ſhily robs us of our grand zreaſure, 

the power and oy of our Chriſtianity, and 
teaves us only the empty Casker, the name and 
formal Profeſſion; that which ſerves only to make 
us proud, not rich ; Confident, not ſafe: And God 
knows, ſo many are daily thus befool'd by him, 
ſo many fall as preys to theſe his Srratayems, as 
might one would think, glut the eagereſt malice, 
and ſuperſede all farther deſigns : bur {ſo infatiate 
is this grand Deyourer,that retai/-prizes, though 
never {0 frequent, do rather enrage than fatishe 
his appetite: Re 1s Enemy not only to this or that 
man, hut to azkind1n groſs, and therefore as it 
he fear'd that even his malice might not prove in- 
| | detatigable 
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defatigable enough for ſo many diſtin& purſuits, 
he contrives more compendious methods of de- 
ſtruction ; frames ſuch Ergizes as take off whole 
ranks, nay troops ; compounds ſuch ative Poy- 
for, as like a Peltilence, kills multitudes at once. 
It is too trivial a Miſchief to annoy the outward 
parts, 1t 1s his Maſtery to ſpread an unſeen ve- 
nome in the Bowels, thence to diffuſe it ſelf 
throughout, mix with the vital ſpirit, and convert 
that kindly heat which ſhould animate, into thoſe 
wild irregular flames which ravine and conſume. 
And this is done by that Peſtilential ſpirit of a#- 
viſion, that heat of diſputation, which has for fo 
many ages poſfleſt and waſted the Carholick 
Church ; and by an unhappy kind of Magick tranſ- 
form'd the zeal of Chriſtian pratice intoan itch of 
unchriſtian Diſpute ; made the queſtions about our - 
Greed more numerous than the /ezrers of it ; and 
by multitudes and contrariety of Paraphraſes ſo 
confounded and obfcur'd the Text, that what was 
anciently the badge and zeſſera of Chriſtian Com- 
munion, ſerves us for no other purpoſe, but as ant 
occaſion of breaking it. | 

SO long as the Church retain'd the ſemplicity 
of Chriſttan dotrine, lookt on her fazth as the 
Foundation of her obed/exce, and endeavour'd to 
propagate to her Children fuch an underſtanding 
of the one, as was moſt apt to promote the other ; 
She happily made good the title Chrift gives: her, 
Car. 6. of his Love, his Dove, his Unarfu'd one ; 
but when the Serpent had once got into this Pa- 
radiſe, infus'd his ſ#6ri/ries, and nice intricacies 
R 2 into 
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into mens brains; and leſt that ſhould *not be 
ruinous enough, his verome alſo into their 
Hearts : Then began all thoſe unhappy Metamer- 
hoſes, 1n compariton of which, thoſe of: the Po- 
cts are as trivial as they are fabuloxs 3 Then that 
faith which was once inſeparably joyn'd with the 
patience of the Saints, forſook that tame compa- 
ny, and linktit ſelf with the moſt contrary quali- 
ties of wrath and bitterneſs; and thoſe whoſe 
Profeſſion it was to reſiſt unto bloud, ſtriving 
againſt (in, purſued to bloud thoſe that reliſted 
them in any of their ſpeculations: Then that 
paſſive valour which had rendred them: fo vene- 
rable to their Heathen Enemies, converted ſome, 
tired out others, and amaz'd all ; ſadly degene- 
rated into that active malice, which from perſecu- 
ted Chriſtians, entituled them to that monſtrous 
ſtyle of Chriſtian perſecutors, And that ardent love, 
which had offered up ſo many Holocauſts to God, 
was ſupplanted by that fiery hatred, that made no 
leis acceptable oblations to Satan. 

T HIS miſerable and deſtrutive chavge was 
ſo much the intereſt ofthe Enemy of Souls, Yhat 
we cannot wonder he ſhould {o {tudioufly promote 
it ; andindeed never did he at once fo approve 
his malice and ſ#btilty , I would I could not ſay 
ſucceſs alſo, as in this deſign; in compariton 
whereof, alLhis other Projects ſpeak him but a 
Puny ; this is his one Goliah-Straragem,which has 
ſerv'd him not only to defie, but even defeat the 
Armies of the living God. 

NOR is his Sagacity more obſeryable in the 


choice, 
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choice, and main drift of the Deſign, than in the 
ways of Effecting it; - had he brought into the 
Primitrve Church thoſe large ſcrolls of diſpu- 
table points, wherewith he has fill'd the Modern; 
that more charitable Age muſt needs have ſtart- 
led and diſcern'd, that that ſeeming Fealouſie for 
Truth, was indeed nothing but a real deſiun 
againſt Peace ; and would furely never have part- 
ed with that ſacred depoſitum, that precious lega- 
cy ſo lately bequeath'd by Chriſt, tor thoſe vain 
janglings, thoje School-(ubtilties which now en- 
tertain the world, But as he that would divert 
a man from the guard of Jome important Trea- 
ſure, alarms him in ſome other of his greateſt 7#- 
zereſts ; fo heat firlt raiſes up Hereſies of the grea- 
teſt magnitude, whole blaiphemous conſequen- 
cies ſothook the whole Fabrick of Religion, thar 
what was Uzz4hs Raſhnels, ſeemed then every 
mans adviſed Duty, to put his hard to the uphola- 
ing of the tottering Ark, How could thoſe who 
had been baptiz'd into the faith of the bleſſed 
Trinity, ſuffer the Ariars to rob them of the Se- 
cond Perſon, the Macedoni:ps of the Third, the 
Valentinians and Manichees ſo to deſpiſe the Firſt, 
as to ſet up againſt him a Rival principle of be- 
ing? How could thoſe who had ſo ſolemnly re- 
nounc'd the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, ſee 
them all bowed to by the temporizing, unclean, 
idolatrous Gzoſticks ? Theſe were ſuch invalions 
as ſeemed to commiſſtonate all chat could wield 
the ſword of the Spirit to take it up,and engage in 
this Warfare, But all this while 'twas a fad Dz: 
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lemma to which the Church was driven; if ſhe 
gave countenance to thele ſeducers, ſhe betrayed 
her fazth ; if ſheentred the conteſt, the violated 
her «ity ; the one would undermine her founda- 
tion, the other would make a breach in her walls. 

AND the Devil was too old an Artiſt to loſe 
the advantage; he knew well, that even a juſt and 
necefſary defexce does by giving men acquain- 
tance with War, take off ſomewhat from the ab- 
horrence of it, and inſenſibly diſpoſe them to far- 
ther Hoſtilities ; and therefore he tail'd not to pro- 
vide ſparks for that matter,which was now grown 
ſo combultible ; nor did he always fend them 
from the botrowleſs pit, but ſometimes borrowed 
fire from the Altar to conſume the Votaries, and 
by the mutual colliſion of wel-meant zeal, ſet 
even Orthodox Chriſtians in a flawe. A memo- 
rable inſtance of this was the 4:ſpute about Eaſter ; 
wherein while the veneration they had of the 
glorious Reſurrection of Chriſt, prompted them 
to commemorate it in the exacteſt manner they 
could, the Serpext creeps into this Paradiſe, and 
though they had the ſame common end, yet on 
occaſion of ſome little diflenting in the way, the 
heat of devotion inſenfibly degenerated into thar 
of contention ; and by being very tenacious of a Cir- 
cumſtance of that ce/:bxration, they loſt the more 
efſential requiſite, that of Charity ; kept the Feaſt 
indeed, but with the leven of malice, and abſurd- 
ly commemorate the redintegration of his Nat 
ral Body, by mutilating ard dividing his My/+- 
541, So likewile in the bulinets of Rebaptizatt- 
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on, while one fide 1n a pious abhorrence of Heye- 
fie, thought the ſtain Ike that of Original Sin, 
could not be done away by any Purgation lels fo- 
lemn than that of Baptiſm, and the other in a juſt 
reverence of ancignt cuſtom, and jealoulie of 72ne- 
vation oppoled it; the Diſpute laſted till the 
Scene was changed, and thoſe who deliberated of 
the- manner of recezvins Hereticks into the 
Church, were themſelves as ſuch zurz'd out of it, 
No lets well meant were the Originals of the Ns- 
vatian and Donatiſt Herelies, and as equally un- | 
happy were their iſſues: For in them all, when 
bitter Zeal was once fermented, through its apti- 
tude to receive, and the Devils vigilance to admi- 
niſter occaſions, the Or:hodoxy or Herelie of lives 
ſoon becameterms out-dated; and men were mea- 
fur'd only by opintors: That ſword of the ſpirit 
which was at firlt deſign'd againſt vicious practi- 
ces, had itsedge turn'd againſt ſpeculative noti- 
ons ; in {o much, that at laſt like that of Foeas, 
2 $a. 20.8. it had got ſuch an aptneſs to fall out, 
that it was always a ready inſtrument of Execu- 
tion, till even a Philoſophical point, as that of the 
Antipodes, was relolv'd with an Anathema; and 
not to know the Syſteme of rhis preſent World, 
made forfeiture of that ro come. 

BUT alas, theſe, though great defe&tions 
from Primitive unity, were but modeſt eflays, 
and feeble affaults, compar'd with thoſe which 
infeſted the ſucceeding ages : This root of bitter- 
neſs was then but a probationer 1n the ſoyle, and 
thongh it ſent forch ſome off-icts to preſerve 1t5 


R 4 Kind, 


251 


COP ET EINE 


: %. 
253  eMiſchiefs ariſung 


Chap.gs. 
kind ; yet Sata was fain to be at ſome pains tg 
cheriſh and nurie them up, placed them under 
the ſhadow of the Sazizary, and got them like 
the treacherous Ivy, ſupported by that piety 
they were deſigned to deſtroy; but it was not 
long ere they had got firmer rooting and 
ſtrength, nor only to propagate, but multiply, 
Every Diſpute in Religion grew prolifical, and 
1a ventilating one queſtion, many new ones were 
itarted: And as queſtions grew numerous, ſo 
did Secs too; every Opinion almoſt conſti- 
tuted a new party, and thoſe again ſubdivided 
into many others ; 1o that of all the firſt Viola- 
rors of Primitive unity, we ſcarce find any, 
who did not revenge their Schiſmz upon them- 


jelves, by ſeparating from one another, as they- 


had all done from the Church ; till at laſt the 
progeny both of Se&ts and Opinions grew fo 
numerous, that he who would exact an account, 
muſt be ſent like Abraham, tothe Sky or to the 
Shore ; the Stars or Sands being as apt a ſub- 
je&t of Arithmerick as they. Whence it is 
| brought to pals, that Sara now may leave his 
roilſom labour of compaſſing the Earth ; men 
do his bulineſs for him, giving him leiſure to be 
only a Chearful Spectator of their Divinity- 
prizes; the bloudy combates of Ecclefiaſtick Gla- 
aiators. © 528.) ED 

' AND that he may be ſecur'd never to want 
that pleaſing divertiſement, the. /ater Ages have 
been careful to train him up Combatants, it being 
n9\y become a diſtin fort of Learning, a new 
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Species of Divinity, to raiſe nice queſtions, create 
new arfculties, branch out with fond diſtini#ions 
our holy Faith, which the pious: Simplicity of 
the firſt Chriſtians, receiy'd to practiſe ; not to 
read upon us an Anatomy, unbowel and diſſe to 
try experiments, much leſs to bring into the 
Theatre, there made to fight and bleed, to ſhew 
men ſport, and try theskill ofthe unhappy ſword- 
men, and Maſters of defence. The forms of ſound 
words, which 1n 1ts native frame and con- 
ſtitution was moſt enlivening and falubrious, 
difſolv'd and melted by Chymical preparation, cea- 
ſes to be nutritive; and after all the labours of 
the Alembeck, and hopes of an Elixir, inſenſibly 
evaporates, and vanithes to Air ; or leaves inthe 
recipient a foul Expyrenma, or fretting corrolive. 
An endleſs dotage about names and words, -and 
then as endleſs quarrel for them, appearing the 
commenſurate effec? of the long ſtudies of thoſe 
Diſtillers in Divinity, who boaſt its Sublimati- 
0n. 

IT is indeed athing worthy of the greateſt 
both wonder and lamentation, to fee how the 
plaineſt, and moſt ſimple propoſition, when it falls 
Intothe hands of theſe Artiſts, is mangled and diſ- 
joynted, is rarified, exalted and refin'd : He whoſe 
leiſure, or indeed whole life, would ſerve him'to 
ſurvey all the ſubtile Diviſions and Diſtin&ions 
of the School-men, would ſure reſolve, they had 
the power of working Miracles; ©wneſtions in 
their hands multiplying in the breaking, like the 
baves in our Saviours, But ſure the event of the 
T9» un we }2Þ£ -. 
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being deriv'd by the one, but on the contrary, 
Stones given us in ſtead of Bread, and thoſe to 
. forthe worſt purpoſes, even to fling at one ang- 
ther, as if becauſe #oning was the death of the 
firſt Chriſtian e Martyr, we deſign'd his Chariryty 
the {ame fate with himſelf; that divine Goſpel 
grace having fince faln under as thick a ſhowrg, 
and with this ſharp aggravation too, that wheres 
he ſuffered from Fews, Chriſtians are become its 
executioners: Wwhilit thoſe who pretend to he 
Champions of the Faith, Irrefragable, Angelical, 


and Seraphical Dottors, not only fill: the Church |! 


with quarrels whilft they live, but bequeath 
them in their writings to poſterity ; as Ziſes is 
ſaid to havedone his skin, to be made an Ince 
tive to war and confulion. 

IT was the policy of Fatiaz to ſhut up the 
Fountains of humane learning from the Chriftian 
youth, left they ſhould there gain fach acutenels, 
as mightrender them the more formidable Ad- 
verſariesto Paganiſm: but could he have foreſeen 
that they would have employed thoſe Weapons 
not againſt the commoy Enemy, but one another, he 
would furely have revers'd the Stratagem, free- 
ly opened thoſe eMagaFines whence they might 
furnifh themſelves for their mutual ruine, and 
have as folicitouſly promored their Learning, as 
ever he'obſtruited tr. ' Tam very far from abetting 
their arrogant folly, who either decry humane 
learning in general, or make it ſuch a Moabzte, 
or immonite, that however it be admitted 1n ch 
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il Copverſe, muſt be interdicted the Saz@uary. 
Our Religion preſcribes us rational not brutiſh 
Ucrifices, and therefore deſpiſes not any of thoſe 
uvantages which may improve our reaſon, exalt 
the map, and depreſs the beaſt in us: yet ſure we 
hallderogate very imptouſly. from Chrifts pro- 
metick office, if we allow not Divinity to be the 
Supreme and nobleſt Science ; ſuch as is to be 
kry'd and attended, not regulated and govern'd 
by thoſe inferior : bur that juſt order ſeems now 
to be inverted ; a/vize learning is brought down 
to bymane ; "the Simplicity of Chriſtian dorine 
þ perplext and confounded with Philoſophical 
weties, that Plato and Ariſtotle are become the 
Umpires of our Religion, and we muſt go ask 
Huthens how far we ſhall be Chriſ#:aus, Thoſe 
ire things of God, as the Apoſtle calls them, 1 Cor. 
2,10, and of which he pronounces the natural 
manan incompetent Judge, are yet brought be- 
fore that Tribunal, tubjected to be ſcanned by 
rules of Art: but alas, our line 1s too ſhort to 
ſound thoſe Depths. Men raſhly undertake to 
underſtand incomprehenſible, to order infinite, de- 
ine #»effable things: and then no wonder if 
their conceprions differ ; for where there is no 
viſible truth, wherein to Center, error is as wide 
2 mens Phaxcies, and may wander to Eternity : 


| while multitudes run careers inthe dark, it is not 


firange to have them juſtle, and overthrow each 
other. : | | 

' AND doubtleſs were the Controverſies which 
tave ſo long harraſed the Church throughly exa- 
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min'd, many of them would be found of this ng 
ture. An hamble belief has been judg'd too uy, 
giſhand dull an exercile for men-of acute part, 
and therefore they would not take fairs wyi 
that fo it1s, unleſs reaſoz will be her ſurety, and 
thew them how ; bur ſure it had been muchfy 
the peace of the Church and ſafery of Souls, i 
Myſteries had been permitted to be Myſteries; 
that thoſe ſublimer parts of our fairh had heen 
entertain'd with more veneration, and leſs of 
aiſquiſition, and that while even the learned 
doacknowledgethem to be Abyſſes, they would 
not confute that confeſſion, by attempting to 

fathow them. But alas, ſo prepoſterous has been 
the procedure, that thoſe things which were 


indeed inexplicable, have been rackt and tor- | 


tur'd rodiſcover themſelves, while in the mean, 
the plainer, and more acceſſible truths, as if 
deſpicable whule ealie, are clouded and obſcur'd; 
{o many ſubtile qgugrzes raisd about them, that 
the Theorick of Chriſtianity is become harder 
than the Pradick ; a Grace is much more read: 
ly acquir'd than detin'd, and that key of know- 
tedoe which ſhould give us entrance into the 
cloſets and recefles of religion, is by ſo much 
tampering and wrenching made #ſeleſs ; ſerves 
only to buſie ys at the door, and fo in ce 
proves rather a br to keep us out, than a key to 
let us in. Thus perverſe are the contradictions of 
humane deprav'd nature; which like our fr 
Parents take it unkindly, that God has reſcrv'd 
any thing from us, and boldly attempt to —_ 
On Ng Fs OWN 
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down his exc/oſares, to rob him of his peculzar ; 


Tandyet in the mean, as induſtriouſly contrive to 
'| rob our ſelves of our own, by cancelling both 


rarts of Gods diſtribution, neither leaving ſe- 
et things to the Lord our God, nor the revealed 
wes to #5 and our children, Dent. 29. 29, Cer- 
rinly the firſt propagators of our Faith, pro- 
ceeded at another rate ; they well knew that not 
the brain but the heart was the proper So for 
that celeſtial Plant, and therefore did not amule 
their Proſeſytes with curious queſtions, but let 
them to the active part of their religion. We 
ke what brief and plain inſtructions S. Peter 
gives his Catechument, Acts 2. 38, Repent andbe 
bapti'd every one of you for the remiſſion of fins : 
and this it ſeems as a full preparation tor the 


| gift of the Holy Ghoſt, which he there promiles 


upon theſe only conditions. This was that vi- 
zorous Seed which at once ſprung up ſuddenly, 
and rooted deep too, and produc'd the [liberal har- 
veſt of that day: but ſure had thole three thou- 
land ſouls been Catechiz'd by our modern Ca- 
ſuiſts, wehad ſeen a wide difference, not only in 
the expedition but ſucceſs. In like manner we 
ke J&s 8, how ſhort a Creed qualified in S. Ph+ 
lips judgment for the Eunuchs baptiſm: and we 
hind S. Paul whoſe education enabled him for the 
ſubtileſt definitions, yet delivers his whole do- 
arine in this compenainm, As 20. 21. Reper- 
tance towards God, and faith towards our Lord 
feſus Chriſt 5 and *tis obſervable how he 1intro- 


duces this with a profeſſion that he had kept back 
nething 
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othing that was profitable for them, Verſe 20, wi {ball 
ſeconds it, Verſe 27. with another, that he huſ 4 
not ſhunned to declare unto them the whole counſel o ths 
God ; from whence'tis obvious for the ſhallow 0 < 
diſcourſer to infer, that the whole counſel o| orc 
God as far as it is incumbent for man to know, x 9» 
leaſt neceyitate medii, is compriz'd in that on 2M 
breviat of Evangelical truth : and certainh| Na 
whilſt all the diviſion of theſe generals, was th dil 
diſtributing them into practice, they were found hac 
moſt fertile ſeminaries of all Vertue ; but whe Or 
they came to. be dichotomiz'd, and canton'd oun| Kee 
into curious aerial notions, they loſt their pr fol 
fick nature: that fruitful land became a wilder| bo! 
neſs, a wild and intricate maze, where me ligt 
ſooner loſe themſelves, than find either 7ruth o hin 
holineſs. | 

WHEN Chriſtianity firſt atteſted it ſelfty| © 
miracles, it produced in the hearts of its convens | ic 
_ a firmaſlſentto the truth of the Do#rize, and an| £0 
awful reverenceand adoration of that God, who| Tl 
had given ſuch power unto men, awaking them | 
to an Enquiry after day, fo to propitiate that the 
omnpotence whole Fury it appear'd impoſſible to] 
bear: And this ſure was a much more genuine W 
effjec#, than if they had buſied themſelves in thoſe | 8* 
many profitable curioſities, nice, yet bold err 
quiries into the divine attributes which now ha 
a-days ſerve only to ſupplant that pious veneration 
we owe to them. th 

I'N like manner the comprehenſive enunciz ol 
tion of Chrift, eMar. 16, 16, He that _ I 
ſouk 


ay] 
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ſhall be ſaved, and he that believeth not ſhall be 


— 


damw'd, was received by the firſt Chriſtians, as 
the condition on which the two {o diſtant ſtates 
of Salvation or Damnation 'depended, and ac- 
cordingly excited their diligence, to attain the 
we, and avoid the other, Andthis certainly was 
2much more concerning employment, than to 
have entertained themielves with the modern 
diſpute, whether ſome antecedent decree of God 
had not irreverſibly determin'd them to the one 
or other ; a aiſquiſition that had ſerv'd only to 
keep us Idly buſze, 1et our heads a working, but 
folds up our hands like Solomon's ſluggard 1n our 


'| boſoms. So allo when S. Pal affirms it the de- 


lign of Chriſts giving himſelf” for us, to purifie to 
hunſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works ; the 
Primitive Chriſtians had no other deſign than to 
comport with that his purpoſe ; to be what he 
ded to make them, and to atteſt their Zez/to 
good works, by being actually r:ch in them. 
They took Chriſt's word, that he that gave the * 
meaneſt dolce for his ſake, ſhould not loſe his reward ; 
thought themſelves ſure enough upon his promile, 
and never diſputed the proportion either of 
Worth or Congruity between the work and wa- 
ges; and had the Moder done the like, our works 

had not ſo unhappily evaporated into words; we 
had talkt leſs and done more. | 
'TWERE eaflie to draw the Parallel 
through all the points which bulied the devotion 
of the firſ# Ages, and the curioſity of the /azre7 : 
Byall which it would be eyident,how much =_ 
{tian 
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ſtian docrine has /off in irs Efficacy, ſince it 
gain'din its Bulk; how we have embaſed our 
Coin by multiplying it ; and have divided our ſun 
into ſo many, and fo ſmall Fractions, as our 
Arithmetick can ſcarce number, never unite. We 
ſhould think him' very ridiculous, that ſhould 
hope to advance his crop, by grinding the cor 
he ſows: yet, methinks, this has been the Me 
thod of our Spiritual husbandmen, who have 
ſcarce ſuffered one grain of our faith to ſcape En- 
tire. *Tis ſaid that the 4»t, when ſhe lays 1n her 
winter ſtock, bites the ends of the Corx, as being 
Naturaliſt enough to know. that will certainly 
prevent its ſprouting. And ſure that little con- 
temptible creature whom So/omoz appoints to 
preach i2duſtry to the /\uggard, may in this point 
read Philoſophy too, to our greateſt Dotfors ; con: 
vince them that that ſeed which they mangle 
with ſo many Diſtin&tions and cy ay will 
never ſpring up into Chriſtian pradice: It will rx 
ther be like the Drazons teeth, Cadmrs is ſaidto 
have.lown, whoſe immediate production wasa 
beftile band combating one another. A fable, 
which, God knows, we have found too ſadly 
moraliz'd in our School-contentions, only with 
this unhappy difference, that ours are more im- 
mortal; our Serpentine breed fight but never die, 
oppoſe but deſtroy not one another. 

| __ AND then 'twill not appear ftrange to {ee 
the firſt ſeeds of diſcord fo prodigioully en 
creas'd, that they now over-ſpread the face of the 
Earth: for, whereas in all other things ther? 
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isa ſucceſhon, one generation goes and another 
comes, and ſo though the /pec:es continue, the [z- 
dividnals periſh ; theſe ſeem to have the accurſt 
Priviledge of propagating and not expiring, and 
to have reconciPd the procreatiyenels of corpore- 
al, with the duration of zzcorporeat Subſtances : 
This is ſuch an advantage toward their »«/rip1:- 
cation, that we may grieve, but cannot wonder 
to find them ſwarm ; not like Bees to bring pro- 
fit, but like Locuffs to devour every green thing 
in the land ; nor is it now in the power of all the 
eMarzicians of AE ypt to calt them out: for were. 
it poſſible ever to become Satans intereſt to ſup- 
preſs them, he would certainly find himlſeltin 
the cale of one of his young Conjurers, to have 
rais d more ſpirits than he could /ay. Mens 
now rial Paſſions, and formed intereſts, 
the great fomenters of diſputes, would prove too 
Furdy Devils, even for Eeelzebub himiclf to Ex- 
orciſe. & 
BUT *tis too ſure his Kingdom will never fo 
divide againſt it ſelf; it ſuits not only with his 
Nature, but with his Ezds to perpetuate our 
Strites, and therefore as if our doctrinal debates 
were not enough to ſecure his purpoſe, he has 
an auxiliary troop of ritual differences to at- 
tach us. The Leproſie which infelts the ſolider 
parts of our Religion, has paſt from the Foay to 
the very Garments ; the moſt exterior 4dheren- 
cies, Habits, Geſtures, Days, every thing that 
has but the remoteſt ſubſerviency to: Piety, are 
become the obje&s of terce Conteſts, and have ſo 
S encreas'd 
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encreas'd the number and heat of our quarrels, 
that 'tis unneceſſary, perhaps impoſſible to add 
more ; if he can but keepup theſe, as Gad knows, 
he is roo like to-do, his Kingdom will be compe. 
tently guarded, they being his greateft ſecurity 
againſt thar power of Godlineſs, that vital torce of 
Chriſtianity, hefo much dreads : that they are (6, 
is obvious enough to him that rakes but the grof- 
ſ&ft confus'd/ view -of them. But that we may 
better diſcern the degrees of his advantage and 
our own miſchief, *twillnot be 'amits to conſider 
them more attentively, make fome diſtin& obſer- 
vations, .not-of al, for that were endleſs, bur of 
fome of their moſteminent EfecFs, which we thalt 
find fo pernicious -ahd deſtructive, as fufftciently 
fpeak 2 relation, and {ubleryiency tothe great 
Abadaon. it F0 

AND inthe firſt place, if we conſider them 
only privatively, ' as they fapplant and juſtle our 
our greater concerns, we fhali find them: fadly 
pare? car i indeed to fucha degree, that were 
they not chargeable with any poſurive ill, they 
were by this their mere zegatzve Force, compe- 
tent Inſtruments of our rue. Did they actu- 
ally convey no venome, yet while- they fub- 
ffra& our nouriſhment, their effects will be 
ſure to be deadly ; Grace as well as Nature being 
Hable to be ſtarv'd as well as poyloned. Chriſt 


anity is not a dul unadtive, but ſtirring buſie 


State, and therefore we ſtill find it in the Goſpe/ 
repreſented" urider the eMezaphors which 1umply 
the greateſt Induftryand Adtivity ; "tis a irage, 2 


watch, 
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watch, a race, a combate, and it aſſigns us tasks 


enough to juſtifie the propriety of the Tropes: 
Andtherefore as on the one hand, the ſleepy Pro- 
feffor will at Iaft find he has but dreamt of thoſe 
glorious Rewards he expects ; ſo on the other, 
he that frames himſelf another Scheme; that la- 
bours, but not in Gods vineyard, that buſies 
himſelf in things extrinfiek ro that one great 
Sphere of motion, the Evangelical Precepts; will 
natty diſcern that he has but rolted Sy/iphns his 
ſtone, eſpons'd'a 704 under which he may indeed 
be weary and heavy /adey, but will never find reſf 
to his Soul; | 
AND then what cin be more perfe@ly. 
adapred ro his aim; who defires to: propagate 
his own eternal reſttefsnefsunto us, than: this eo 
commute out tasks, exchange theſe pleaſant and 
g4inful ones, which God aſſigns us, for thoſe #x+ 
edfie and: fruitleſs, we impote on our ſelves: *Tis 
true, we find roo many of thoſe unprofitable 
works of darkneſs to bufie: and: employ us: but'F 
thinkno one, nay, I am apt to ſay not atlothers 
fogether, have proved fo effettnat to his purpoſe. 
as this of raiſing and maintaining parttes in Reli- 
gion. *Tis too uſual a policy of States to ſecure 
themſelves from the fear of x potent Neighbour, 
by fomenting a civil diſcord in his Kingdom 5 
Sataz has in this Inſtance found ir a lacky Stra- 
tigem, it having proved the moſt powerfut 


revulfive of his danger; I will not examine, 


whether he borrowed it from, or lent it' to 
our” eMachiavitians, but fure he' may: from his 
S.2 own 
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own experience recommend it with the atteftati- 
on of a Probatum eſt. 
INDEED this art of diverſion gives hima 
full ſecurity againſt all he fears in our Chriſtia- 
nity, for 'tis not the title heenvies tous, or dreads 
himſelf; we know he long ſince had courage to 
contemn the name even of Chriſt, when invoked 
by thoſe whoſe practices joyn'd with him in defy- 
 ingitz while we are but Fewiſh Exorcifts, make 


no other uſe of Chriſt, but to get us a reputation 


and a trade, he can deal well enough with us, 
Seven Sons of Sceva are not half ſo terrible ro him 
as oxe S. Paul ; *tis him only he fears, that tothe 


forns has joyn'd the power of Goalineſs: That Ex- 


erciſm he knows he cannot reſiſt, and therefore 
has very dexteroully found a way to divert it, 


by engaging us in thoſe contentions which allow 


us not tothink of the practical part of our pro- 


feſſion : *By the confus'd xoiſe of Battel, quite 


drowning that vozce behind iz, which ſays, This is 
the way, walk in it. Nay, by this ſubtiley he does 
Aot only divert, but forcttal allo » Tike the Pbil- 
ftines, allows no Spear or Sword that may be us'd 
againſt him, but takes up all thoſe Inſtruments 
by which we ſhould work the work of God. We 
know to allaffairs of Importance there are three 
neceſlary concurre#ts, without which they can ne- 
ver be diſpatcht ; Time, Induſtry, and " far 
and the more weighty and difficult the Buſineſs 
is, the greater Degree of each of thele is requi- 
ſite. Now certainly the tereſt of our Souls is 
not the ſlighteſt concern we have: the __ 
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eternal miſery, the acquiring endleſs 6/ſ5 is not 
ſo trivial, or ſocalie a matter, as to be the Work 
of a moment, the purchaſe of ſome few yawnin 

wiſhes, or volatile phancies: He who is to diſpenſe 
the Rewards, has propos'd us other Conditions, 
aſſign'd us Work which takes up no leſs time 
than that of our whole lives ; no leſs intention than 
of our. whole powers: And then if we ſuffer any 
thing elſe to interpoſe; and defaulk what is thus 
entirely requilſite ; if we cut new Chapels for that 
which ſhould run in this one full current, *tis eafie 
to divine what the Event will be : For man being 


* finite both in his natureand operations, the time 


and attention he beſtows on one thing, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be ſubſtracted from another. And there- 
fore if our Diſputes about Religion entertain and 
buſie us, they mult unavoidably interrupt our 
attendance on practick Duties ; and fo whilſt we 
quarrel with one another, give our great Maſter 
t00 juſt ground of quarrel with « al, by negle&- 
ing the great, and indeed only Buſineſs entruſted 
to us. \ 

N O W indeed that our contentions do thus di- 
vert us, 15 tog apparent to any that ſhall conſider 
it in any of the three forementioned particulars ; 
for, firit for our 7i2e, they do not only inſenſibly 
ſteal away much of it (a modeſty which moſt 
other diverſions do ftill retain ) but Magiſterially 
exact it, and accordingly have large parcels of it 
ſolemnly and avowedly devoted to them ; the 
ſcanning old queſtions, and raiſing new oxes, having 
been the profeſt _ cf many mn lives ; 
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their very Vacation and Trade wherein they have 
arrived to luch eminence,as ſhews they made hbe- 
beral oblations of their Time to it : And of this eve» 
ry age has left ſo many Records, as 12e mere read- 
ing them would allow few yacant minutes to the 
ſucceeding: And had not time a little reveng'd 
his own quarrel, and conſfum'd many of thoſe 
writizgs, by which him{elf was waſted, the Hy- 
- perhole would not be very extravagant in this calc, 
which we find warrantably us'd in anather, Jobs 
z1, that even the world is ſelf could nt contain the 
Books which have been written. As it 1s, there are 
more than enough ra employ, nay, devour riwe ; 
for when men once launch into rhe vaſt Seadf 
Controverlie, they are toſſed there endleſly, and 
ſeldam recover a harbour, Difficulties like waves 
erouding one upon the neck of another ; And ac- 
cordingly we ſee in Palemick Diſputes, haw every 
rejoynder ſwells bigger and bigger, till likethe 
-Prophets c/oud, from a hand-breaath it over-(pread 
the Heavens ; every little Manual becomes the 
Parent of vaſt Volumes ; and unleſs the evil cure 
it ſelf by majoration ; unle(s the greatneſs of the 
task bring in deſpair te ſupplant _— and 
keep men from reading, the /pec#4r0rs will have as 
little reſpite, as the Combatants ; both Writers 
2nd: Readers will be ſo ingroſt, that they wall 
have littledeiſure for any thing elſe. And Idare 
11 this appeal to any that have engag'd deepeither 
way, whether they have not found jt experimen- 
rally true: I wiſh they wopld but ſnatch ſomg 
broken parcel as a p/azk from the common ſhip 
ERS So by” 
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wrack of their time ; xeſcue a few minutes for a 
ſober reflection, and audit what real Profit ac- 
crues to them from the expence of ſo many pre- 
cious Hours ; how much it advances that grand 
buſineſs for which their Time here was allotted, 
andaccording to which their Eternity hereafter 
will be awarded : always remembring, that if it 
promote it not, it hinders it, by..diverting that 


_ time which ſhould have been ſo employed: And 


indeed there cannot be a more comprehenſive miſ- 
chief than this of the loſs of time, ft being that 
which virtually contains the fruſtrating of all 
other Advantages, whereby we ſhould work out 
our Salvation. The operations even of Chr;/# 
himſelf were, he tells us, limited to a certain 


ſeaſon : I muſt work the work of my Father whilſt it 


is day, the night cometh when 0 man can work ; 
and ifthe Night overtake us, it matters not how 
we are ſtored with inſtruments of Action, ſince 
they all at once then became uſelels. Our Laws 
anciently ſet a greater pezalty upon the ſtealing 
Beaſts of breed, than on other Cattel of the ſame 
ſpecies, as calculating the damage by the poſſibi- 
lities of which the owner was robb'd. Time is 
the #niverſal womb of things and actions; and 
therefore when we loſe that, we ſuffer an accu- 
mulative prejudice, forfeit our Rights in.reverſion, 
as well as our Poſſeyions, our capacities, as well as 


* enjoyments, As1n an Abortian the unhappy Mo- 


ther, beſides the fruſtration of her hopes, and 


child-birth pains ſuſtain'd, acquires an aptitude 


to miſcarry tor the future. and never to be able to 
#4 bring 


— 
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' bring forth a vital birth : And thus, God knows, 
multitudes of E-zbryox-purpoſes periſh, and the 
miſery of it is, they are our beſt that do ſo. We 
generally purſue our frivolous projets with an 
attive vigour, but keep our great and concerning 
fairs only in deſign till death come and ſurprize 
us, whichlike the fata/ Meramorphoſes the Poets 
talk-of, fixes us in the poſture it finds -us, and (ſo 
prefents us to Fwdgmext., Now I would know of 
the moſt eager Contender, whether he would not 
chuſe then to be found with his hands ſtretcht out 
in prayer to God, or als to the poor, rather than 
dealing b/ows amongſt his fellow ſervants ; if he 
would, certainly *tis his concern toput himſelf 
into that form he would then appear in, to hu{- 
- band his little ſpan of time fo, as may itand him 
in ſtead when time ſhall be no more. 

BUT if men will needs be 7provident, yet 
why will they be ridiculous too? If they will barter 
away their time, methinks they ſhould at leaft 
have ſome eaſe in exchange, but to be induſtrr- 
ous i}|-husbands, to loſe all their aavarraye, and 
none of their #01, is ſuch a ſolemn piece of folly, 
as is at once matter of Scorn and Wonder ; yet 
this is the very caſe here ; our wrarglmgs do not 
only exhauſt our tie, but our Frength too: We 
purſue them with ſo vehement an intention, as if 
our. Faith propos'd not to us afy orher victory, 
but over this ſort of Opponents: We run our 
ſelves breathleſs in this race, where the prize 1s 
only a few fading Leaves, or what is more tranſt- 
tory, alittle popular applanſe; and make not -» 
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wards the incorruptible Crown,till we are grown 
too feeble and decrepit for the other purſuit. 
Men macerate their Bodies, and waſt their Spi- 
ritsin Polemick FFudies, preſcribe themſelves no 
time of diſcharge from that War, till they are 
able no longer to wield their weapoxs, and then, 
when mere Impotence makes them peaceable, be- 
gin to cry out of contention, ſnatch up Devotion 
when Controverlie begins to be too heavy for 
them; and at their Death pray for that peace of the 


| Church, which they have made it the buſineſs of 


their life to difurb. This as it ſufficiently at- 
teſts what mens thoughts are in their cool bloud, 
what apprehenſions they have of the way when 
they draw near their journeys End ; fo does it 
abundantly evince the unſpeakable prejudice Pie- 
ty receives from our Diſputes; Thoſe have the 
active and vigorows Abettors, while That is turn'd 
off to languithing bead-rid Votaries, So that the 
diviſion between thele two, is like that of the Car- 
tel between Facob and Labaz, all theſtronger to 
the one, and feebler to the other : Would God 
the {ſcene were not in one reſ{pe& chang'd, and 
that the Syria had not here got the better ſhare. 
But in the mean time what greater advantage can 
Satan with for, our ſtrength and induſtry is di- 
verted upon theſe foreign expeditions, and Stor 
1s left to be guarded by the lame and the blind, 
{uch only as are not able to follow the Camp, and 
then 'tis not ſtrange to fee what ſucceſsful aſſaults 
he has made, that that true pradick vertue which 
once made ſych viRorious falleys on the heathen 
Oe | « World; 
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World, is now baffled inits own Quarters, bez | 


ten from its Works, and driven to ſeek ſheltyy 
_ m obſcnre corners, ammures jt ſelf in ſome few 
private breaſts, and fo like an exil'd Prince, 


makes only ſhift to 4c, when it ſhould rey, | | 


But alas, ſhall we for ever ſuffer our ſelves to be 

thus befool'd, ſhall this his ſtale ftratagem after 

lo many hundred years uſe, nay, and detection 

too, lote nothing of its Efficacy ? Muſt we al- 

aways waſte our ſtrength in forging ſhackles for 

our ſelves? This is ſuch an infatuation as Hoſe 
ſpeaks of, Chap. 9. 7. The Prophet is a fool, the 
Spiritual may «© mad: Would God, we would once 

put our felves under the diſcipline of ſeriousre- 
colleQion, it might perhaps cure the Phrenfje: 
Let him-who has with unwearied diligence 
watcht all advantage againſt his Artagonift; 
rack'd and tortured every period of his diſcourle, 
to make it confeſs an ablurdity : Let him, I fay, 
conſider, how much better that Izauſtry had been 
employed in diſcovering the fallacies of our com 
mon Adverſary, that old Sophiſter, who puts the 
molt abuſive Elenchs on us, whilſt we are molt 
buſie in putting them upgn one another. Good 
God! how might true vital Chriſtianity at this 
day have flouritht,if we would have beſtowed our 
pains the right way ? At how much a cheaper rate 
might we have cheriſht, thin we deſtroy her ? All 
parties pretend to be very careful of this Vine, are 
very bulie in ſetting traps for the /itr/e Foxes, all 
whom they are pleaſed to call Hereticks ; and 1n 
| the meantime take no care of the w:/d Pozr, - 
| that 


| 


mera SR 


Chap-9- from Diſputes in general. is 


that not only ſpoil her 4raxches, but ſtock upher 
roots, ſuffer the moſt ſavage beſtial vices to de- 
ſtroy both Power and Form of Godlineſs toge- 
ther. Thus unhappily do we divert our intenti- 
ons from our moſt important concerns, And 
as Archimedes 1s ſaid to have been {o vehemently 
intent upon a Geometrical figure, that he heard 
not of the taking of the City, till an Enemy gave 
him his i»formation and death together: Yodq we 
ſo buſie our ſelves in drawing our ſeveral Schemes 
of Religion (every of which will pretend tono 
leſs than Demonſtration ) that in the mean time, 


| that which alone is rue Religion, is expos'd to the 


fury of the Enemy, fack'd, ruinated, and like the 
plough'd-up Fewiſh Sanituzry, not one ſtone left 
upon another. Certainly moſt of the queſtions 
which at this day diſturb Chriſtendom, have i 
reſpett of their matter no Propriety towardche pro- 
pagating good Life, but, i» reference to their way of 
managery,all aptneſs to hinder it ; how much were 
it then tor our eaſe as well as profit, to turn usinta 
the plain road, where none oftheſe Thoray diffi- 
culties will encumber us? Alas, why ſhould the 
Romariſt (0 ſweat to maintain bis Purgatory flame, 
a51t he already felt its heat, and would in this 
world antedate thoſe pains, when the ſame Indu- 
fry beſtowed here to parifie himſelf from all filthi- 
wh of fleſh and ſpirit, would ſubſtrac the matter 
of that Fire, and leaye little for that furnace to re- = 
tine ; which were doubtleſs a much ſecurer way, 
even according to his ow# principles, than to truſt 
tothe uncertain devorian of others, ro ferch hin 

out 
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'out when once deeply ingulpht : *Tis ſurely much 
better to ſtarve that Fire by ones own 72zocency, 
than to leave it to be extinguiſht by the Tear 
and Piety of ſurviving friends. Why ſhould the 
Sociniax fo eagerly contend for the poſſibility 
keeping the Law, when one example would con- 
vince more than a thouſand arguments. Let him 


"Sf'® 


bend his ſtudy to make himſelf an inſtance of hi | 


own dodrine ; and then though he do tinally fail 
in proving his Hypotheſis, yet, if he do his utmoſ; 
he will not fail of a better triumph than that 
which the Schools can give; and fo will even 
* From his error extract advantage, his very #r4- 
img will by a happy Antiperiſtaſis, lead him inty 
| theway, Why doesthe Predeſtinarian fo adven 
turouſfly climb into Heaven, to ranſack the cele 
ftial Archives, read Gods hidden Decrees, when 
withleſs labour he my ſecure an Authentick tran. 
ſcript within himſelf ; let him according to Saint 
Peter's advice, Ada tohis faith vertue, and to wer- 
rue knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, 8, 
and that chain of yertues will ftand him in much 
more ſtead, than if he could as infallibly ( as ſome 
have confidently ) demonſtrate every link of Pre 
deſtination: 'T1s the afſiduous prattice of Duty 
will make hiscalling and ele&ion ſure ; and un- 
leſs he can confute that divine Axiome, that 
without holineſs none ſhall ſee the Lord ; he cannot 
but confeſs he may more profitably buſie his 
thoughts in labouring to becom2 holy, than in 
diſputing whether he can chule to be ſo or not. 
Or laſtly, why do we Chriſtians of ſevera/ _ 
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ſons, ſo fiercely argue againſt the ſalvability of 
each other, asf it were not only our Opinion, 
but our Intereſt and our Wiſh, that all ould be. 
demn'd, but thoſe of our particular Sef# ; when'God 
knows, not only every Society, but every lingle, 
ougplredy to do, to work out his own ſalva-. 
tor, which if we will take the Apoſtles word, is 
to be done with fear and trembling, Phil. 2.12. A, 
temper very widely diſtant from that of cenſu-, 
ring and judging. * And ſure we ſhould not think. 
that yzalefattor more meriting, or more likely to 


| beacquitted, who ſhould leap from the Bar to the. 
| Bench#and there condemn the-whole Goal but 


himſelf. *T was a ſober and Chriſtian reply of a 
late learned Gentleman, who being askt by one, 
whether a Papift might be ſaved, anſwered, Tou 
may be ſaved without knowing that. And would we 
confine our cares and enquiries to thoſe. things 
which concern that one great Intereſt, we might 
take /eſs pains, and yet do more work ; belels buſt- 
bodies, but more fruitful Chriſtians, and then ſure 
tis time we ask our ſelves the Wiſe-mans queſtion, 
Eccleſ. 5. 16. What profit hath he that laboureth for 
the wind? And at laſt give over this unthriving 
diligence, and not ſo emulate the moſt ſtupid of 
Beaſts, as to make our ſelves burthens, only that 
we may couch under them. 

AND were thisonly Iſachars lot, 'twere the 
els to be regretted, but alſo Zabulon herein 1n- 
vades his portion ; *tis they that handle the per 
of the Wrirer, that have engroſt this error, and 


will not ſuffer it to be a Pl:bci2 one. None do 
. {0 
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ſo much this way miſ-employ the two vulgarts 
tents of Time and Induftry, as thoſe who have x 
third ſuperadded tothem, that of Extraordinary 
Faculties and endowrnents, which they doas pro- 
digally laviſh as either of the former. The B 
nnersor Abertors of conrexrions have generally 
been Perfons of the moſt acute refin'd wits ander: 
cellent learning, which has enabled thenr tor thoſe 

uirks and fubtilries, of which groifer nnder: 


ndings would have remain'd more happily i: | 
norem: A ſtrange production that the rue | 


beauties of Nature and Art, fhould ingenderthe 


fonteſt deformity in Religion. Thus alas, have S | 


fans altars rhe: pre-emption of Gods, the farteft 
Oblation Need! naghs teed the fire- of contention, 
whilſt rhat of devotion expires for want of Now 
riſhment, Ir was indeed no wonder, that the 
- Blind 'zeat of Pagers had made him fo wantonly 
Hice, thar none but the choiceſt victimmes would 
 fervehis turn; none but am A-dromeda and an 
Iphigenie, Royal and Virgin-facrifices propitiate 
Hisinfernal Deitres: bur that among Chriftian 
he' ſhould fill have the ſame Eleioz, have the 
richeſt treaſures of thoſe, who fay” they war 
againſt him, laid ar his feer, have his choicelt 
weapons out of his Enemies magazine, is a riddte 
that can ſcarce be ſolved, but by conctuding la 
tatry has only chang'd its form, and that he titsas 
feeurely- enſhrin'd in mens paſſions and animoli: 
ries, as ever he did in an Ido! Temple ; fo thar he 
teems rather to have loſt the pomp, than the pows 
of Regiment. But admit, that he ger not herein 

{0 
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ſo immediately Gods rival, rhat theſe ſpecn/arive 
debates had ads of thoſe dA. 
directly gratitie him, yer ftill he is fecyr'd of 
gaining tomew hat at rebound; for alas, when 
mens faculties are thus employed, whar Wea- 
pons are there left for the defence of true prad#ick 
vert#e, 2nd God knows, ſheneeds them but too 
much :- Mens /xffs are grown ſubtle Diſputants, 
fothat the moſt improved reaſox may find work 
enough to manage the Conteſt ; And turely would 


| men of parts timely have bent their endeavours 


this way, vice could not have got fo ftrong a par- 


' ty. Menareaſhamed to be Þroſelytes toa weak 


Arguer, as thinking they muſt part with their 
reputation, as well as their ſi»: and certainly no- 
thing 18 a more general diſcouragement from Pic: 
ty, than the opinzoz of #ts wvotaries not being Per- 
ſons of Parts, and exalted Underſtandings; 2 
Prejudice as old as the time of our Saver, as 
may appear from Foh. 7. Would God our greateſt 
Rabbies would ſadly conſider how much they 
have contributed to this ſcandal, white by laying 
out their parts on Polemick niceties, they have neg- 
k&ed the more weighty part of their bulinels, 
and given too much Artreſtation to that ſcanda- 
lous Maxim,that Ignorance is che Mother of Dewoti- 
on: Certainly this is quite to miſtake their Com- 
miſſron, which is not that of a Hera»/4, to proclaim 
War amongſt men, but'that of an Embaſſador, 
toreconcile them firſt to holine(s, and by it r: 
God: And doubtleſs one ſo! gam'd to Picty, 


would more promote their account, than mazy 
| thonſands 
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thouſands ſecured to a Sect or Party. We find 
how ſad the doom was of that Servant who wrapt 
up his Talent, but we have no cauſe to think 
it would have been at all eaſier, if he had melted 
the Talent into bullets, to maintain the skirmih 
with his fellows: Whether that be not thecal: 
of ſome who have received not the oxe Talent but 
the five, I leave it to be diſcuſſed between God 
and their own Conſciences ; but in the nterin 
tisſad to ſee how unhappily men engage their 


endeavours, which ſeems to repreſent the reverk | 


of Eſay's Prophecie, we have beat our plough- 
ſhares into ſwords, and our pruning-hooks into 
ſpears, all the inſtruments of fertility and 
crowth in Grace, into Engins of War and «i 
cord; and then it muſt needs be a moſt deplorable 
condition 'to which Chriſtianity 1s reduced; 

' whichſeems in this to be under the ſame cals- 
mity, which her diſtreſt profeffors ſuffer from 
the/Turkiſh tyranny, whilk 
moſt pregnant Children, are like FaniFaries and 
Timariots trained up to fight againſt her. And 
let none wonder that I call it tighting agaiaſt 
her, when yet perhaps none of them do formally 
renounce her ; for that Circumſtance only de 
termines the War to be izteſtine, nor foreigs; 
and if our own ſad Experiences had not t00 
much qualified us to judge, I might appeal to 
the univerſal vote of mankind, which of thoſe 
were the moſt deſtructive. Indeed were there 
ro other A& of hoſtility diſcernable, but that 
which we bave hitherto inſiſted on, the inter- 
cepting 


her hopefulleſt and 
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cepting her ſupplies, the cutting off from her 
that time, indultry and gifts, whereby ſhe would 
be nouritht-and ſupported, that were irreparably 
injurious to her, and conſequently moſt grateful 
to that grand Ememy, who, as hath been thew'd, 
makes advantage of our Wranglings, or Diflentt- 
ons with one another, toreak his more inveterate 
Malice 072 1s all, 


 EHAP. X 


A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Diſputes, as 
they ſupplant Charity. 


UT alas, the milchict of theſe debates 
 cannever be deſcrib'd by bare zegazzves, 

there are multitudes of poſirzwe 11ls, that 
inteparably adhere to them, and thoſe of lo de- 
{tructive a force, that if Chriſtianity were e- 
leagredand famiſht by the former, ſhe 1s $form'd 
and batter'd by theſe, and lo is aſcertain'd to 
link under all the methods of ruine. Inthe tront 
of thele we may well rank tho{e dilplacencies and 
animolities which are xhe product of our ſpecu- 
lative differences, and which do indeed ſo natu- 
rally reſult from them, that 'tis not to be hoped 
lolong as the oxe 'continues thar the other will 
ever ceaſe. For though in praitice we often 
ſee a bewitching Sin dethrone the Realon, and 
make men ac as if they had no ſuch ſuperior 
T principle 
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princtple to guid : them, yet in matters of Specs- 
{atioa their affections are generally ſtrongly in- 
flucnc'd by their anderſtaraings. We do not 
only approve, but love thoſe notions wherewirh 
we are prepoſlelſt, which kindneſs as it propa- 
gates it felt to the abertors of the ſame Tenets, 
{o allo it inſinuates diſlikes to the oppoſers. And 
as that oppoſition advances, ſo the diſguſt does 
00, til at laſt rhe Scene ſhifts, and the Perſons 
are at agreater war than the Op:zroms, But we 
need not thus derive a proof {rom the caxſes, when 
the thing does too demonſtrably attelt it ſelf by 
the effetts ; - for what iſſues are there of the mor- 
talleſt hatred, which do not plenrtitully flow from 
this fountain ? Humane nature we know has but 
three ways of actuating its paſſions ; by thought, 
by word, and by azeds; and we may {ſurely eon- 
clude the feud very bitter that employs all 
theſe Engines, as 'tis too viſible this does ; for 
though the former of thele be in its own na- 
ture inſcrutable to all but omniſctence ; yet the 
two latter are, according to Chriſts own Rule, of 
the Tree by its fruits, infallible Cr:ter:ons of 
them; and thoſe make ſuch liberal diſcoveries, 
that T think I may appeal to any who have 
eſpous'd a party, whether they have not with the 
frſt diſcriminating rudiments of their own Sect, 
imbib'd a ſecret confusd prejudice to all others. 
Nay, I fear there are but few of {o mortified pat- 
ſions, as to have ſtopt there, and not advanc'd to 
a dire& averlion, and alienation of mind. In- 
deed were it not for this, 'twere ſcarce 7 

or 
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for ſo many df the w»lgar, to be ſuch Figors in 
their ſeveral factions ; for alas, their Intelle&ts 
are generally too groſs, to have any clear appre- 
henſion of rhe Points they contend for ; their 
Leaders only give them ſome general confus'd a 
tions, juſt enough to excite their dzſpleaſure 
againſt all Diſſenters, and then their a»ger muſt 
preſently be calF'd zea/, and inſtead of the more 
uneaſie task of ſuppreſſing their paſſion, this ex- 
pedient ſerves at onceto hallow and gratthe it : 
Nay, fo ridiculous have ſome mens prepoſſeſitons 
of this kind been, that they would ſcarce allow 
thoſe to be entire me whom they thought nor 
ſound believers, but have phancied I know not 
what bodily as well as eMexral Monſtroſities in 
thole they were pleas'd to call Bereticks 5, a piece 
of childith credulity which the emiſſaries of 
ſome factions have not dildain'd to make their 
advantage of. But thele inward diſguſts* and 
rancors are but the firſt bound of this ball of 
contention, when this leven is once 1n the hearr, 
it will quickly diffuſe it ſelf, and both roxzne and 
hends will be fainted with it. Hence comes 
It, that diſputey in religion are managed with 
ſuch virulency and bitterneſs, that one would 
think the Ditputants had put off much of Hu- 
manity, before they come thus to treat of D#- 
vinity. The government of the Tongues a piece 
of morality which ſober nature dictates, which 
yet in this inſtance many even of our greateſt 
cholars {zem totally to have unlearnt ; For whe- 
ther we conſider the unſeerly reproaches, or ri- 
WE. TH g1d 
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a1d cenfures, wherewith almoſt all parties purſue 
their Antagonitts, we have reaſon to ſay with 
S. Fames, The toxgre is a1 try evil, full of dead. 
ly Poyſoz: Would God their guilt of this kind, 
did not ſo loudly proclaim it ſelf, as to ſuper- 
iedethe necd of proof. *'T1s too obvious that the 
Satyr has uſurpt the chair, and Pol:mick Diſcour- 
ſes are degenerated into /bels and invettives ; 
our Controvertilts fall from arguments to re- 
proaches, asiftheir Zeal lay more to blaſt their 
adverlaries fame, than contute his error ; and 
were this only in perlonal extemporary debates, 
it might have the excule of an indeliberate paſli- 
on. Indeed it were to be witht that all words 
of this fort might vaniſh in that breath that 
utters them ; that as they reſemble the Wind in 
fury and impetrouſneſs, lo they-might do allo in 
tranſientneſs, and ſudden ae” nr But alas, 
a courle is taken to immortalrze them, they 
become records, and our moſt elaborate coptro- 
wverſial writings, hike the Earth after the curle, 
over-run with thele briers ahd thorns, Sarcalms, 
contumelies and invectives hlling ſo many Pages, 
that were thoſe weeded out, many volnmes would 
be reduced to a more moderate bulk as well as 
temper. Nor are-our cexſures any thing mor? 
modeſt than our reproaches, every petty diffe- 
rence 1s mutually upbraided to each party as a 
detection from the faith, fo that we {carce know 
2 milder zaze than Herelie, nor doo, than 
Damnation. And as if the viſible obliquities of 
errors would not afford us indictments enough 

againſt 
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againſt one another, there 15 a cloier inſpe&ion 
made, every poſ#t7ox 15 ript up, and curiouſly dil- 
ſeed, to ſee what Embryo is in its womb, what 
ſeeds there are of monlitrous productions, which 
though perhaps the native {trength of the Prin- 
ciple would never have azmmated, yet the preter- 
natural heat of an Antagonilt can quickly hatch 
them ( like the Chicners at grand Cainp.)) into life, 
and vigorous being : and if by a long chain of 
( perhaps tfallacious ) Inierences, ſome ſuch Im- 
putation 15 faltned upon a Theſis, then all who 
embrace that, are charg/aallo with all this ſp«- 
rious brozd, though ver ſo {olemnly re- 
nounce and diſclaim them.) A praciceſure very 
uncharitable ; for ſuppple ſuch conſequences ne- 
ver lo regularly deduced, from my epnioz, yet ſo 
long as I ſeriouſly ailavow and dereft them, T 
may indced be thought zzwiſe 1n nor dilcerning 
the connexion, but {ure nut 7pious. So that 
unlels want of Lo2zc# be a damnizs ſin, no, 
can hence be authoriz'd to pronounce me&repre- 
bate: and I cannor think that God, whole r1 
bends againſt the taults of our wills, rather thar 
our #nder#tandins, and whoat the laſt great a(- 
ſize will aſſume our own conlciences into the ju- 
dicature upon us, will ever {entence me tor thoſe 
aeduttions how horrid locver, which I never mag 
mine, or that I ſhall ever find my felt in Hell 
for a miſperſwaſion which I never entzftain'd, 
ut there are ſome whole Ceniures are not fo ar- 
tificial, yet no leſs ſevere, who beg their Poſt u- 
(4:2, and taking it for granted that ijuch and 
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ſuch are the only ſan&tified opinions, make them 
the Shiboleth by which to diſcriminate not only 
their own Friends, but Goas roo,: lock up Heaven 
gates againit any who bring not that Ticket for 
admittance ; and though they make the way wide 
enough to receive the moſt over-grown S7nrer of 
the:r own Opinion, yet they pronounce 1t impoſ- 
ſible ro the #rieſt prety of a Dillenter. And up- 
n ſuch grounds as thele do we mutually doom 
one another to perdition, never conſidering, that 
whillt we (o briskly prelage others Damnation, 
we really prepare for our ow. Alas, our cager- 
nels to heat the Furnace ſeven times hotter for all 
that bow not to our diftates, does but expole us to 
the fate of Nebuchadnezzars rificers, Dan. }. 
t> be our ſelves conſum'd in that flame, wherein _ 
wecaſt them. 'Tis indecd to be wiſht we would 
ceaſe to invade Gods peculiar, by judging thoſe 
that muſt ſtrand or fall to him: bur it we will 
needs take his «Fce, *ris but equitable we take 
his rules too ; and in our |} 7ath remember Mercy; 
But God be bleffed 'ris the Judgment of our »- 
rizht, yet gracious Maſter, that thall bnally deter- 
mine us ; and not that of our paſhcnate fellow- 
ſervants: It theſe were irreverſible, and the Key 
of the bottomleſs pit were 1n our cxffody, ' we 
might give Satan « Wrziz of Eaſe, diicharge him 
from his perambulations, he would need no 
more $0 walk about as a Lz#, but might ftill 
lic in lis Dez, and we ſhould bring in prey enough 
to gif the Devourer:-: For could we execute all 
we fndemn, we might ask the Ditciples eg 
| [5 4 Math, 


— 


282 


Chap. IO, as they ſupplant Charity, 


Matt. 19. 25. | hothen can be ſaved? But as thele 
ſevere cexſures, area prelent violation of Charity, 
ſo they tend to the perpetuating it by obſtructing 
a return to that #z/ty of Fwdzment, which might 
make up the very ori27zal breach: for while men 
reciprocally load each others opinjons and per- 
ſons with deteſtable imputations, if they really 
ſpeak what they think, rhey do ſtill more deeply 
impre[s upon themſelves rhe prejudice to that 
which they accule, ( hatred as well as love ga- 
thering ſtrength by being actuated: ) bur if they 
do indeed not believe their own charge,yet having 
once made it, either upon Intereſt or Paſſion, 
tis not probable they will want pride to main- 
tain it ; and when we conlider how ruling a 
piece of carnality that 15, we cannot wonder it it 
indiſpole men to retratFations, I with we had 
not too many, and too late inſtances of ſome 
whoſe weighrieſt objeioz againſt a cauſe, has 
been their own former vzo{exce againſt it. When 
men have once faſtned the brand of Hereſie, Pro- 
phaneneis or Blaſphemy upon an opinion, they 
think they cannot afterwards become its Proſe- 
lytzs, without either ſeeming to aſſume thole 


Guilts, or at leaſt that of having fa/ſy cnarg' 4 | 


them upon others ; and the Horns of ſuch a 
Dilemma doo gore their reputativzn, that it often 
tempts to falve that with the wounding of Conſci- 
ence, and perſwades them rather to reject their 
convictions, than expole their credits, And cer- 
tainly were this the only il] conſequent of our 
rigorous accuſations, it would be enough to pre- 
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judice them as unfit Inſtruments in a Goſpel-de- 
fr gn; but though they {uit not with that work to 
which they ſolemnly pretend, they are moſt ac- 
commodate to that they really produce : For if we 
' examine in the third place, what zzfluence theſe 
our cager conteſts have upon our a&/7ops, we ſhall 
hnd them fuily proportionable to our words, And 
firit negatively, 'tis apparent in too many, that 
they are apt to confine even the common offices 
of humanity to their own Sect: and others who 
do not io, yet ſhew fo great partiality 1n diſpen- 
ſing them, as ditcovers the Name of Chriſtian 15 
not haitlo charming, as that of their own parts- 
cular ÞFatfion, Were Inſtances of this kind as 
#eeaful as they arc zY/KHCerTCTS), 'twere calic ro Blve 
multitudes: but I think none that has livd in 
our late confuſions can have wanted occaſions of 
oblcrving it 1n others, at leaſt, it not in himſelf. 
But alas, 0iſjozs are {carce worth our notice, 
when there are ſo many poſirive Acts of unkind- 
nels {o vittble among us: They know little of 
ancient, and leis of 2zodera Times, that are unac- 
quainted with the mutual perſecutions, which al- 
molt all parties have alternately rais'd, one 
againſt another among Chriſtians : Confiſcations 
and baniſhmeats, Gibbets and flames ; Weapons 
God knows much too carnal for a SY war- 
fare, yet much more in uſe than thoſe S. Pan! 
recommends to Timothy, gontleneſey and meek in 
#trueting of Oppoſers, 2 Tim. 2.25, £5,.\ And when 
«is con{ider'd that thoſe Oppoſers too were Hea- 
16ns,: twill be more than a, little tyange, that 
Severity 
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Severity thould be allowable to Prethren, which 
was intcrdicted againſt Aliens. Is it an eater 
crime to reject the extzre body of that Faith which 
was once delivered to the Saints, than to differ 
inthe explication of ſome oze braxch of it? Nay, 
perhaps only of tome corollary and deauttion from 
it, whichas faras it 1s humane, may be fallible, 
and therefore can no more command my aſſent 
than it ſatisfies my judgment ; yet this 15 general- 
ly the moſt that can be aſhxmed of our diffe- 
rences ; For almolt what Pargy 1s there which 
do not avowedly own all that Fai#h which con- 
ſituted the firſt Chritians * Would God, we did 
a5 uniformly embrace the Charity too ; and then 
moſt of our diſputes would be ſuperſeded, at 
leaſt ſo calm'd, that there ſhould be none of 
thoſe deſtructive effects which they now pro- 
duce : For alas, how many funeral piles has rhis 
prepoſterous zeal kindled ? So that what ſome 
laid of Dracy's Laws, may too juſtly be applied 
toour arguments, that they have been writ ra- 
ther in 5/oud than It. Put as Chriſt when he 
torewarn'd his Diſciples of the enſuing perlecutt- 
on, tells them, not only they thall be kilF'd, - but 
they ſhall be put our of the Synagogue: So now 
as if. Chriſtians were emulous of every branch 
of Jewiſh cruelty, we tranſcribe that part of the 
copy too, and either by, cauſleſs excommunica; 
ting others, or ſeparating iovr ſelves, -we deny the 
benefit of pablick communion to each other : And 
this 15a greater ſeverity than the former, {7 11.447 
much more impkcable our hate is agaitili at 
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we count error, than what we know to be vice;| a: 
and by how much the' concerns of the Sou/r| 2h 
more eſtimable than thoſe of the Pody. Thein.| #0: 
veteratenels of thole Feuds which rife fron} or 
Opinion, - may clearly be diſcovered in ths} W 
inſtance : let a man have committed all thy} 3 
eutrages which may render him unworthy to £0 
live ; yet when we proſecute him to death, we al 
willingly afford him all helps towards his fue | W 
Hate, and no man is ſo inhumane as to refuſes | di 
pray, either for or with a Malefactor ; yer fome| 0 
tew ſpeculative differences are ſuch a gulph be-| 
EWixt us, that we cannot meet even in that weall | a 
acknowledge our cog{mon Duty, the wopfhif} Þ 
our God, Certainly among all the accurſetl i H 
of our contention, there 15 none more malRaant | P! 
and criminal, than this of Schiſmz and Separatnt” B 
and would men judge diſpaſſionately, more irrs- | 5 
tional too : For doubrleſs were our caſe ſtated to | tl 
any lober Heathen, he would never be ableto | © 
gueſs, why they who equally acknowledge the | 
advantage and neceſſity of prayer, confels the | © 
ſame God, have the ſame common wants 1n this | T 
world, and hopes in the next, may not ask in the | | 
fame ſorm and in the ſame place. Alas, 151 f 
not enough to be at diſtance where we af/er, but | 2 
muſt we be ſo alſo where we azree? Is unity {6 ſ 
dreadful tous, that we mult act contradictions to | b 
eſcape it ? Surely this is a #frarger faſcination of t 
the ſpirit of Diviſion, than that in the Goſpet--| * 
Demoniack, which enabled him to break all bonds | E 
in ſunder, and like it, abhors the approaches ot | 
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a Saviour, crying out, What have we to ao with 
thee, thou Feſus the Sox of God, art thou come to 
torment us ? Who knows what a powerful Ex- 
orciſm the united interceſſions of rhe Chriſtian 
world might have been ; had we joyntly depre- 
cated our quarrels, God might have found a way 
to have compos'd them, though we could not ; 
and our tears might have cemented thoſe breaches 
which our 4diſſezts made, bur our ſeparation wi- 
dens.I know the venerable names of the Sanctions 
of Holy Church, the hundred thirty ſeventh Ca- 
non of the Code of the univerſal Church, which 
lays in exprels tcrms, "OT: s f& aIPETINGE 7 Yio- 
UGTINGY: guyeuye Sat, that we ounht not to pray with 
Hereticks or —_— and very many warm Cex- 
preſſions of the Fathers are producible in this caſe: 


-But till we excommunicate with the Tears and 


Sorrows, and publick concernment of the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, who refus'd all a&s of kindneſs 
only out of love, and the moſt ardent Charity, we 
may by no means lay claimto their pattern, whoſe 
eſtrangements only flow from malice and invete- 
rate hate. Would we indeed comport with the 
Example of thoſe happy Times, we ſhould have 
fear'd the gwilt of Schiſmz in our ſelves ſo much, 
as not to have lightly charg'd it upon others; we 
ſhould have prayed for the converſion of Diſſen- 
ters, not laid Anathemas upon them, and prayed 
tor their confuſion. S. Paul we fee, Heb: 10. 25. 
reckons the forſeking of Aſſemblies, as a de- 
gree, at leaſt preparative of 4poſtaſie ; and from 
his time throughout all the purer ages of the 
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Church the holy Fathers have generally branded 
it as the higheſt impiety ; and no marvel, fo 
it 1s one of thoſe Gyant-like ſins, which not onl 
opprelles men, but invades even God himſelf 
*Tis the mangling and ailaſſinating that body tg 
which Chriſt owns an ſeparable connexion ; the 
putting him to head ſcatter'd limbs, inſteadgf 
an entire compact body, as it we meant to refute 
S, Paul, ſhew him 'tis poſſible that Chrijt may be 
divided. Good God! what thall we ſay when we 
ſec Heathen Souldiers eltimate Chriſts coat high- 
cr than Chriſtians do his boay ! they thought the 
oze t00 good to be parted, but we ceale not to 
tear and mangle the other, and which is yer mor; 
monſtrous, make it 4 part of our Relivzon to doo, 
Wename our Opps our Faith, and whea un- 
der that Title we have enthrin'd them, we make 
more barbarous Immolations than ever the moſt 
ſavage Heathens did. They facriiiced ſome few 
objects of t!1cir Love, their Chilare;z, but we (a 
crifice the very affettioa, and think our Zeal /uke- 
warm till it have reduced our Charity to «ſbes, 
And now if we compare theſe our Divi//o»s,}} rath 
and Eztrerneſs, with thole fundamental, Golpel- 
precepts of Xzity, Love and Meckzeſs, we mult 
ſurely ſay we have not there ſo learn'd Chriſt, 
And then how ridiculous is it, to pretend a Zeal 
to that Goſpel, whole very tounddtions we un- 
dermine? Peace 1s at once the ble//n7 and duty of 
Chriſtians, and thole heats of {pecn/ar;zve Con 
teſts which violate it, will certainly never ferve 
ro makeuseither good or happy. And cherctore 
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till Charity ceaſe to be an Eſſential part of CHri- 
tianity (which certainly we muſt burn our Bibles 
ere we can ſuppoſe ) we mult coo— our 
Diſputes, and the ways whereby we manage 
them, how much ſoever they pretend to pre- 
ſerve, do indeed evacuate and deſtroy true, that 1s, 
Prattick Chriſtianity. 


CRAP. XL 


A Surwey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Diſputes, as 
they engage upon. ll Arts and Scandalous Prattt- 


ces, to ſuſtain the eſpenſed Carſe ard Party. 
A ſtaken, that thete 7rrcoular heats whici 

thus waſte the vital ſpirits of Religion, 
are thought the moſt Soveraign Coraials to lup- 
port them. The higheſt Paroxyſm of this Fever 
is deem'd the perfecteſt Hea/th, Men eſteem the 
over-flowing, of their Gall, the exuberance of 
their Zeal; and then all the Promiſes to the fazth- 
ful combatant in Chriſts camp, they conkidently 
appropriate tq that their lo eminent Grace ; 
though indeed ir can with no more propriety be 
call'd ſo, than Pharaohs lean Kine might be ſaid 
to be fat, becauſe they had devour'd thoſe that 
were {o. In plain terms, men lay fogreat weight 


upon their being of right opinions, and the1r ca- 


gernel(s of abetting them, that they account 7-48 
| the 


N D yet ſo unhappily are many men mt- 
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the #num neceſſarium, and think the propagating 
of thole {o important a ſervicero God, as will ju: 
ſtifie the uſe of the moſt izterdiffed inſtrument; 
legitimate the moſt enormous Commilſtons, tha 
they can phancy contributive to that pious End: 
And moreover commute for the neglect of Pre 
ack auties inthe general tract of their /ives, ] 
ſhall not here urge the hazard of mens erring in 
the choice of opinions, nay, the certainty that 
of many oppoſite, one only can be the right ; and 
then to all tuch as miſs that, their very ground- 
work fails them. I ſhall only confine my ſelfto 
the malignant i es this Perlwaſion has on pre 
eice, and in that reſpect I cannot but affirmita 
moſt pernicious deluſion, which as it tends ex- 
tremely to the enhanſing ihe bitterneis of our 
conteſts, 1o it may juſtly be reckoned among the 
worlt effects of them, and is a moſt rrefr agable 
proof how much they obſtruct the vital efficacy f 
Religion in our hearts. Nor is it any new thing 
for men thus to deceive themſelves ; for we find 
ſuch Confidences as thele frequently upbraided 
to the Fews, both by the Prophets and Chriſt hin- 
{elf; they thought their Ze! to the Temple and 
ritual obſervances ſo invincibly meritorious, as 
no Crime could defeat, and that their /egad purifr 
cations would render them acceptable in Gods 
Eyes, 1n ſpight of all their e Moral pollutions : 
But how fallacious a hope this was, the many 
vere increpations of God do ſuificiently atteſt. 
Yet certainly their guilt was far below ours ; the 
things they ſo depended on were parts, though 
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not the whoſe of their Duty ; thoſe Ordinances, 
though perhaps ſomewhat adu{terated by Rabbr- 
zeal mixtures, yet for the main were zſtituted 
by God himſelf, and that with a deſign of diſcri- 
minating and ſeparating them from rhe reſt of 
the world ; and ſuch peculiarities and priviledges 
25 theſe, might have an aptneſs to excite that 


preſumption : But alas, the — 
with moſt of us ; tliey ate not the Reve/X77ns of 
Gods will, not the Teſta of otr-dying Re- 
deemer, but fome Coatcils and Annexes of our 
own we io carneſtly abet. *Tis not the Text ( for 
then *rwere 1mpoſiible for any that recervxd the 
ſame Canon of Scripture to differ ) but our þ{ſſes 
to which we pay ſuch Reverence; and when on 
that account we ſever our ſelves from thole to 
whom the Commands of God, the Bloud of our 
Saviour have moſt cloſely united and cemented us ; 
we can yet make a ſhift to think that there 1s fo 
much of Sacred in this, as ſhall not only render it 
highly rewardable, but alſo hallow all other pro- 
fanations oſ our lives ; and in our Feh#-march up- 
on ſuch an expedition, can tura all regrets of 
conſcience ( like Forams meſſengers ) behiad us. 
That this is ſo, none can doubt who obſerve with 
what boldneſs men ruſh upon the moſt zrchriſtian 
ſms, in purſuit of what they phancy a Chriſtian 
cauſe, Were it not for this amulet,how were it pol- 
hiblefor any to think they may venture upon Per- 
jury, Sacriledge, Murder, Regicide, —— 
without impeachmetxt#their Sainrſ2ip ; nay, to 
think that the only danger lies on the other f1ge, 

1n 


the utmoſt ſpeed, 1s to do the work of the Lord meg- 
Ligently. Yet that this has been a prevailing 
Perſwaſion, we have had too many, and too ſa 
inſtances ; and God grant we may not find them 
ſo repeated, that our ſezſe may ſuperſede the uſ 
of our memories concerning them ; nor has this 


been peculiar to one. only Sect ; but thoſe whoare. 


otherwile at the wideſt diſtance unite in this 
Principle. They are not only Phazaticks that 
caniay grace over the fouleſt crimes, and conſe 
crate them to the ule of a good cauſe ; if we ext 
mine the Uypricks either of Conclave or Conlifto- 
ry, weſhall tind ſome Saints upon that account, 
whocould never have been ſo upon any other. 
And when we conlider how often Hezvex has 
been mortgaged to gain Auxijtaries from Hel, 
how men have been encouraged to the molt dam 
ning fins, by promiſes of being certainly ſaved; we 
mult either think that a Holy cauſe 1s omuipotent 
enoughto reverſe Goas decrees, to ſave whom he 
would damz, or elſe that this pretence is oneot 
the moſt ruinous deceits, the moſt fata! Treache 
ry to ſouls that ever Satan contrivid, who though 
he do 1n all inſtances play the Mo»ztebant, yet 
fure never more than when on coni:dence of this 
Antidote he perſwades us thus to {ſwallow dow 
his deadlieſt poy ſor. 

I MUST not here attempt to enumerateall 
the wxchriſtian practices, that have on this {core 
been made, not only /awful but meritorious ; yet 
there 1s one of 10 frequent uſe, that I muſt _ 
adyert 
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in being r7emiſly wicked, that to flack any thing 
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1dvert unto'it; and that is, thoſe ca/ummnies and 


falſhoods, which are now become a piece of Eccle- 
fraſtick as well as State policy, and a great part of 


that offenſive armour wherewith out controver- 
tiſts aſſault one another. Indeed if we conſider 
how many forges aredaily going for thele Engines, 
we ſhall have reaſon to think, all Parties have an 
high eſteem of their #ſefi/neſs. Of theſe Catum- 
nies thereare too many forts and degrees to be 
here particulariz'd : And indeed thote, whoper- 
mit themſelvesto uſe any, can be ſuppos'dtohave 
no other boundaries than the advantage of their. 
cauſe : And accordingly as that ſeems to exact, 
they lay their Scexe ; ſometimes they traduce the 
perſons of their oppoſers, and by raifing prejudr- 
ces againſt them, hope foie of it will reflec up- 
on their dodrine ! did men generally know how 
to diſtinguith between reports and certainties, this 
Hratagem would be as wnskilful 4s it iS uningenu- 
o%: : But conlidering-the vulgar temper, its not 
unaptly ſuited toit. This it ſeems was anciently 
under{tood, it being the old Greek advice, Sap- 
bovis avlkidary daxvav maxi; diabonati, orinav 
Yeeamevon 70 #AxQG+ 0 INeInypÞOrs, 1 van pa Ts 
Miabonn:, To calumniate Floatly, for that how per- 
fedtly foever the wound of reproach be heaPd, there 
will remain a ſear ; and though we wipe away with 
never ſo miuch care the dirt thrown at us,there will be 
left ſome ſulliage behind: And according} vikis was 
the Expedient the Pagans us'd' againft the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians, to put them thus in” the skins of 


beaſts,8 thapes of monfters,8& then worry them to 
[Yi death. 
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death. And this is the method Al, chough | 


heightned and improved ;, and our Re/igron has 
ſuftered infinitely more ſince we ys'd it againſt 
each other, than when they manag'd it againſt the 
whole Community. But belides this defamation of 
Perſons, another branch of this black Art is the 
depr eving of Writings, both in the ſence and very 
letter, and dire&t words ; for the former of thels, 
whoſoever obſerves the ſtrange perverſions, and 
affected miſtakes of mens meanings viſible in ma- 
ny of our Polemick diſcourſes, will ſure reſolye 
that a mans intentions, as well as his words and 
«tions may be calumniated: Nor does the /etter 
{cape better, every period which threatens danger 
to the cauſe muſt be mutilated and diſmembred, 
and as Sampſon was by the Phzliſtines, loſe its Hair 
and Eyes, and then be made ſport for the whols 
pun And I fear there are too few, who donot 
n this caſe take the Fewiſb reparativn, an Eye fi 
an Eye, &c. retaliate to the adveriary the foul 
Play they receive. But ſome advance yet higher, 
 andthink it notenough to make an Argument or 
Teſtimony uſeleſs to the Exemy, unlels they 
draw it over to themſelves, make it betray the ſide 
it was to 9243ntain, and as a Conqueror ules to re- 
Kore Arms to ſuch of the adyerſe party, as will 
turn to his, fo after they have by ſatisfactions (e- 
cured themſelves of its aid, it ſhall thea be made 
25 potent as is poflible, and with ſuch kind of Re- 
zegado troops as theſe, ſome cauſes have been much 
ſupported. Yet were this wo/atioz offer'd only 
to the writings of living men, who might vindi 
cate 
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cate it, 'twere not ſo tranſcendently ;2noble, but 
it moſt frequently falls upon thoſe; who have 
made their beds in the Jnlt; who have chang'd 
their own Forms, and cannot ſecure their Writings 
from the ſame fate: Nay, 'tis yet more frequent- 
ly thoſe, whom we have all reaſon to ſuppole, and 
moſt of us profeſs to believe, glorified Saints ; 
and this ſuperadds a daring preſumption: to all 
other circumſtances of the guilt, and heightens 
an injuſtice into Sacriledge. It has always been 
held the moſt deteſtable tort of forgery to coun; 
terfeit Te/faments, though the Teſtator were of 
never ſo low a quality, ot bis 6eqzeſts of never (0 
mean a value: And ſhall it now paſs fot a piece of 
commenaable dexterity, an art of manage to tallitie 
thoſe writings by whichthe Fathers of the Church 
delign'd to entail ruth and piety, not Frife and 
fa&tion upon her? We know, MNecromancy has 
juſtly been reputed one of the moſt horrid forms 
of Sorcery, becauſe it enforced dead men to ſpeak 
what the /iving were inquiſitive to hear. I leave 
it to be conſider'd what this wants of that, be- 
fides the dreadful ceremorzes of the Incantation ; 
certainly 'tis a guilt which nothing bur our too 
familiar acquaintance with it could make unfor- 
midable. And indeed this whole methoil of ſer 
vying a cauſe by ſuch ſiniſter means 15 io utterly re- 
pugnant tothe Principles-even of ingenuous na- 
ture, that we cafi ſcarce caſt a greater ſcandal 
ſpon an OpiniorFthan to thew it needs ſuch Aids. 

is by Hiſtorians branded as an execrable fact 1 


him, who to fecure himſelf from 4 #e/2/bour 
U 2 Princes 
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Prince, call'd the Turk into Chriſtendom : Bur 
fure thoſe who to fortifie their {ide have bronght 
in this Arrifice of calumniating and falfifying have 
done an A& no leſs impions ; the conftitutionof 
Chriſtianity agreeing full as well with the Alcoray 
as with theſe Vie fraudes ; as ſome of ther+ who 
perhaps mean the fraud more than the Piety are 
pleas'd to call them. ' Nay indeed, they accord 
not much better with Philoſophy than Divinity, 
every man knows the nature of contraries tis to 
combate and expel, 'not to cheriſh and ſupport 
one another. How abſurd is it then for thoſe, 
whoſay they deſign to advance ?ruth, to make 
falſhood their Inſtrument £ I wiſh they would ex- 
periment to accommodate thetr ſecular concerns 
at the ſame rate, let them coo/ them in the Fire; 
warmthem in the Froſt, and feed themſelves by 
perpetual ——_ - and when they find cauſe to 
commend the ethcacy of that Method, they may 
with fairer pretence inthis higher inſtance recon- 
cile the feuds of Reaſon and of Nature, and make 
a /ye the Evidence of T: ruth. In the interim, it ma 
well paſs for Sophiftry as wellas iz ; and doubtlels 
whatever advantages are hop'd for ro private 
Secs and Parties by this art,Chriſtian Religion in 
y_ is hugely prejudiced by it: For when men 
all compare the veracity of Heathens with our 
falſhoods ; learn from Hiſtorians, that among the 
Perſians, aigipor ro eudedai vero ar tolye was 
acem'd a fault of the greateſt tÞfpitude, and they 
therefore laid an ill Character upon perſons in 
debt, or arayxn F o@aAoyTa 3X) 79 £03 ©. Aryan, 
becauſe 
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becauſe he that is ſo muſt needs tell ltyes : And when 
they {hall ſee in the Laws of Cirgis a barbarous 
Tartar, Lying made a capital crime, and yet 
among Chriſtian Caſ#i/fs made a holy artifice, they 
will be tempted to think our exd as fictitious as 
our way ; and that our Religion has little counte- 
nancetromzru#h, which is thus fain to make es 
its Refuge. Thus unhappily do theſe Arrows 
revert, not only on thoſe who ſhoot them, bur in 
the face of Chritiantty 1t ſelf, which is defam'd, 
and traduced/by thole flazaers, we aim at our pri- 
wate adverſaries, 

B U T. belides this azred,. thereare other more 
oblique Ways of making vice fubſervient to Relz- 
gion, or to ſpeak more Property, of making Reli- 
gion ſublervient to vice.;. tor: tome Zealots of ſe- 
ycral parties,, who more regard the zumerouſneſs 
than, prix of their Profeſlors, diſcerning how 
much the {caſual part of mankind ftartles at the 
ſtrinel(s of Goſpel-precepts, are induſtrious to 
take off that diſcouragement, aot by convincing 
them of the real divine ſweetneſs and pleaſantneſs 
of them, but . by debaling and accommodating 
them more tothe carnal appetite : Yet here men 
proceed not- all alike, ſome uſe Chrifts yoke, as 
Hananiah did that of Feremy, break it quite off > 
others only eſlay to ſlacken and alleviate it, thar 
it may not pinch the luſts of /ibertine Proſelyres ; 
Of the firſt ſort are ſuch, as having made the 44- 
herence to their Party the infallible mark of S4»- 
fification, and that Sanctification of Eleftion, do 
from thence proclaim to. all who arg fo qualified 
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2 general Jubilee and manumiſfion from the bond 
even of Chrift's as well as Moſes's Law : or if ſorti 
of themallow it to remain an impotent direQvr; 
yet while they affirm that God fees no fir in his 
Elteft, or if hedo, beholds thetn as a Father does 
the harmleſs falls of his Child, rather with ſmiles 
than 4rger, they make the vivlatzons of 1t lo (aft; 
that they are too.ſure to be many, | and between 
abrogating and thus encrvating a law, the aife- 
rexce'is merely verbal. : 

OF the ſecond fort are ſome, who: by indut 
gent and partial gloſſes, ſeek to mollthie the ſeve- 
rity of Chrifts commands. That ccntrive for 
their Clients nor the means of Obeying, but the 
erts of Eſcaping them: . . Like the wrjuſt Steward: 
ceach heir E 
« Hundred ; anddecide Cafes of conſcience more 
according to the intereſtrand paſſions of men, than 
the: will of Ehriſt. There are a generation of 
men of whoſe Dexterity in this renky the world 
has taken fo much” notice that F need-not name 
them, a fort of cafie Caſs who ſee to have 
erccted'a Conrr of Equity yo relieve men againſt 
the rigour of divine Law; and there' is littls 
doubr bur tliey thalt- find enough ready to make 
ſuch appeals : Men love to be Chriſtians as cheap 
asthey can; and therefore will clofe with that 
party, which offers'the eafieſt rerms: | And the 
white theſe fpiritual Pzonzer#do this-enkarge the 
narrow way, make it a'road as well: for the Beaft 
as the Man, the 6rurifh fenfual, as well as rations! 
d:inr Part of us, no. wonder thotigh Sholes of 

8D * Converts 
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Converts throng into therh. But'tis to be con- 
ſider'd-thavall this while this is winning Proſe- 
Jytes to themſelves,not tro God ; the gaining them 

a Se#t, not a Religton ; at leaſt nor to that pure 
religion,and undefiled,which the grand Author of 
our Faith has botlrexemplitied, and prapos'd to 
us ; for how much that tuffers by this way of pro- 
pugning private opinions, is more than enough 
apparent. Yet ſo ambitious are our prime lea- 
ders of fuch Trophies, that in order to them ſome 
are aid to aſcend yet a ſtep higher, and belides 
this general encouragement they give ta mens 
luſts by #4kirg off Reſtraints, do 1n ſome caſes 
4ually promote and excite them. Fox when 
they ſie 2 licentious perſon whoſe acqueſft they. 
judge beneficial to their caſe, they have artifices 
of tomenting his riots, do not only take off the 
bridle, but uſe the ſpur alſo, hoping that at the 
rebound it may conduce to their Exd. If any 
think it-impoſſible ir ſhould do ſo, let them 
#6{ſider thar among our various Opinions ſome 
there are which ſell Heaven much cheaper thary 
others dare, that allow ſuch. eaſie artontments as 
the moſt hiibitual finner need not deffpair of 
and then the' moſ{ infallible means to afcertain 
ſuch to that fide, -is to make them tos bad for any 
6ther. Forwhen #-mian is reſolute to- keep his 
fins while he Zves, and” yet unwilling to relin- 
quiſh all Hopes when he azes, *ris more than pro- 
bable he wittermbrace ghat profeffion which bids 
faireſt to the reconciling thoſe fo diſtant inte- 
reſts ; and therefore the greates malefaifir he, is, 
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the more fure he will be: zy fly to the. horns of this 
Altar ; the nearer ſinking, the apten to:catchat 
rheſe reeds ; ſo that the Project 1s net tmpolirick, 
though God knows fo:impions, that, 'tis much h 

ter tor the School of Machiavel than of Chrig, 
and ſeems to! verifie that, umputation -a5 to a. part 
of Chriitians, which Ju//az once-as taltly as ma 
Jiciouſly affixt upon the whole ; that zherr Church 
ws an Aſy{um and  ſanttnery for the po5t flagitiog 
offeriaers, avd proteftecthoſe guilts to which no other 
religion «allowed any Fxpiation, |,*T1s. indeed. {9 
- horridthat 1 cannot rhink there axs many corſet 
ences {0 canteriz'd by: this fiery zeal as to: admit 
it, yet that ſome have done it, there 1s too much 
certainty, and therefore 'tis no umproper inſtance 
in our preſent argument ; tor if' mens. eagerneſs 
ro ſupport their ſeveral "ſides, can ' tranſport them 
ro ſuch: \4/72empts ag;'thele, $15: abungant 'Evir 
dence how.much Ghriſtanity loſes b thele CO- 
teſts of tinder-factionss which while they pre 
tend to g4erd, dg indoed igwade her unger her owp 
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 BU:Tbeſides- the:fpults men gommit with 
this imrhg#fiate avowed aſpect upoatheir religion, 
there-are,others which. {lily ſhroud: .themlelves 
under the. 5&/rt of ; its: 2antle: [I mean: thoſe Sing 
of common life, which xhough they. pretend not 
to advancethe caule, yet when and ,by a Zealot 
are thought to be overwheln'd by-his heroick 
Picey, Indeed men who.make themſelves ſo much 
work gbout others, th, are ſeldom at leiſureto 
regulatotheir owp pys274ce;. and fo. have no Wa 
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fſtating their accounts with God, -but by ba- 
Jancing the exceſs of the one againſt the efeits 


K of the other.;.; How ſuch reckonings: will paſs 


the grand Audit, 'cis I think not hard to.divine ; 
bur 1a the interim, it keeps them-very-chearful 
and ſecure, , teaches them..a-Receipt to: retainall 
their S425,, and yer loſe nong gf their - coefidence ; 
ſo that when they have immerſt themſelyes1n all 
flrhineſs both of Fleſh and [Spirit, they can-truſt 
their zeal. ro, rghne them. from all that: Profs. 
Nor does it,pnly thus reconcile them tg their-own 
vices, but. to other mens allo, whoſe moR;brutih 
{n{ualities:t3Fy can look. on with perfect pati- 
ence. nay .eyen. Atheiſm: xx. (glf can ' have fair 
Duarter: They are not.much. diſcompoſed to ſee 
men have,o xelig/on, tis only the having. one dif- 
ferent from. thejr own that.awakes their ndigna- 
tion ; then hke Szul when ſeja'd on; by the. evil 
ſpirit, they caſt about ther Jayelins, think nori- 
gor t00 great on, ſuch a, provgcation ; - yet even 
here they. have.intervals, ,gnd the very {gmeper- 
{ons-who arg thus at. odds. upon a 'relrgions, can 
unite upon a 91440 account... Thole who-mutu- 
ally denouncg 4anation xo each. other,,,can with 
full accord combine in thoſe praftices which will 
aſcertain it'to them both, as it they ſomuchfear'd ' 
to have their. predidtions, defeated, that they 
ould be each others conwe:to the land of dark- 
neſs. Thoſe lat will by, go, means meet! at the 
Church, know not when. to paxtat the” Tavern, 
and though they will nox-joyntly partake-of the 
Cup of the Larg, are yer yery ſociable at the Cup 


of 


whoſe-diſtant opinions have faſtned upon ohe 
another the brand of 4#tichriſliianiſm, who have 
yer like: Gog and Magog joyn'd againſt the holy 
City *-And'thoſe who ebuld never agree on the 
way of ſetting up Chrits Throne, have yer been 


very uninimous in piling down the Kings. Thus 


alas; -Ho:wejultle one: atiother out of the nar 
path that leads to life; - but cati hand in hand tun 
our Cireet in the broad w4y of deftrydtioin. And 
doubtlets this great unevenneſ, (theſe fpiritnal 
feuds, 'ard carnal ' etidearments*- between this 
ſame perfotis ; this' i##1peruons zeal, and as impe* 
tors laſts in the ſarne breaſts could never be, did 
not men: deperid {© confidently on-the 9c; as ty 
thinkit will committe/ and fatisfie for the other. 
But alas, how growundlels 2 Preſumption this is, 
the whole tenor of the Goſpel does abundantly 
witneſs. In ll that grand Charrer whiere is thi 
the leaſt clauſe imporritg ſuck an 9mmnytty ? 
arm fare there are multitudes that affert the con- 
frary.' Indeed the whole frame of the Evangeh- 
eal covetiant is totally againft it: 'That requiring 
an entixs- Uniform Saadtiry, arid* allowing no 
other priviledge to. the ſs of the moſt” knowing 
Profeifors, but a prebiminence inr panifoment, whe 
being beaten with ntany #r/prs. And when 'ris 
confider'd' that the ed' of all religion is but the 
drawingusto aconformitywithGod,the ares 
on us forme Character of his NI” ' 
7 | ; | ine , 
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of Ddvils; 1 meats thoſe exceſſive debauches |jwkn 
which are a moſt -acteptable drink-offeririg t91 bt 
thoſe Infernal ſpirits: Have we got ſeen many! 
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les (wlineſs, 'rwill be asabſard 3s irapiqus to believe 
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i[har our £c4/ 10 any Religion can abſolve us from 


Hy tur purity which is the end and deſign of all. 
dhe 
we 


kid while this is the way men take to approve 
heit picty, 'tisno marvel to find ſo »y Chri- 
fans, and fo 4zrrte Chriftianity in the world : 
irthar-is not to beeftimared bythe number of its 
s$, but- by their obedience to its Rules, 
adhe that gives up his «ae to it and fiot his 
kirt,. will receive as litthe advarrave by it; #5 he 
nos honour to it; and how litrle that is vi re- 
poo its internat Efficacy, is I preſume cortipe- 


y'evidenced 

BUT that we thay niote thioughly diſcer 
bow univerſally deftructive our vranglings arc 
bit, in all its* concerns, let us a heble examine 
viether they do not endaniage it event it re- 
pect of onrward profeſſion alſo. This may ſeertt 
may 4 Query torhoſe who think their 43Þu#es 
our. Relig _ = denominatse Fore yu 

copfefſors of t : yet certaitily there 
mah much-ground 2 cls for the enquiry, 
kut/ro reſolve it in the af&parbve. And if it 
mve ſo, 'ewill infer but ſadly to thoſe who ha- 
ringlaid the' whole eek of their Hopes upots 


Chriſtianiry may in: reſpe& of profeſſion 
day two ways; either wits hyper, or un its piſ- 
; the one in relation ts Aliens, the other to 


Diſciples, © The' firft by hindring the acceſs of 
wy Converts, the ſecond by ſtaggerivg or aliena- 


ung 
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ting the o/d, and both. theſe ways ſhe viſibly ap- 

pears to {uffer by our diviſions. And firſt if we 

conſult ;but our experience, if we truſt but our 

own-obſervations, we cannot but confeſs that the 

Goſpel .has long been at a great ſtand: That 

that Sun which at its firſt ariſing was like Ds 

vid's, Pſal.1g. ſurrounded the world in a vigorous 
efficacious.motion, is ſince become like Foſhuah's, 
Felh. 19. £2. arreſted in its courts; pay like He- 
zetiah's;, gone backward, Iſa. 38. 8. Myhumetiſm 
( ut not Paganiſm) having long taken up its feat 

indiyers of the moſt flouriſhing Apaſtolck plan- 
tations. A fad change, that from the daily and 
numergus acceſſion of the firſt times;it ſhould now 
becomea kind of Prodigie, a piece of news, (carce 
heard in-an Age,that one ſingle. £roſelyre is gain'd 
ro the Chirch ; [yetthat thus it-18, 15 too obvious 
tabedenied, : And:truly it is not much leſs ap-: 
parent.that our'diffentions have.m-a great degree 
contributed to it;... For firſt, asro the extirpation 
ofthe Eaſtern Churches, he that (hall examing 
the'records of thoſe times, will have cauſe to ſay, 
their Jaaglings and-Diviſions were not only.in a 
moxal og divine, but gyen 1n a proper natural ſence, 
the Inſtruments of jt: + The T»rk only coming.10/ 
at thoſe breaches which them(clyes had made;nor; 
had their Candleſtick probably been removed, had 
theyuos firſt abus'd j4s light, to the ſettingthenir 
ſelues-in-Combuſtion, -, That the ſame cauſe has not 
yet had the ſame efe& among us, [is-owing natto 
Its #gaptueſs x0, progyce-it, butto the admirable } 2a 
patience and mercy-of God, who: yer wichboon 
"3 I Fnar 
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ap- hat fatal Judgment, which we do our parts to 
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' we jul upon our ſelves3 our mutual  violences 


Our 


gainſt one another herein unhappily combining 
od making one united” force againſt us all... Bur 
hough the divine goodneſs. hath hitherto ſo'coun- 
ermined our treachery to our ſelves, as not-to 
kffer us to enjoy that ſtate of darkneſs we have 
bcourted, yet Certainly our contentions are Cx- 
temely acceſſary to the contuming it uponothers, 
wr many zew and wararing lights, however they 
wt of having that Property of the Pilar of fire; 
Exod, 14. of flluminating 'and conducting the 
{raelites, yet too much anſwer its other,'4n-be- 
wming cloud and darkneſs to the cAigyprians 
there being ſcarce any thing more apt to inter- 
cept the beams of the Sun of righteouſneſs from 
the Heathen world, every of thoſe /ittle encloſures 
our Factions have made in the Church, becoming 
Lgrear partition-wall to keep others out of it. This 
may be made evident in ſeveral reſpe&ts. As firlt, 
n relation to thoſe many moral obliquities in 
which our eager diſputes do ( as hath already 
teen ſhewed ) betray us, which cannot bur give 
bmuch ſcaxdalto any conſidering man, that we 
anicarce hope any can turnto us as to a better 
Religion, but will rather think it the way to re- 
lnquiſh all ; to obliterate thoſe native impreyzons 
of Picty and Honeſty they brought with them in- 
tothe world, ſo that if we expect any Proſelytes, 
t muſt be only ſuch as would live worſe than mere 
nature allows them. 


BUT 
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BU T this though as important a conſiderg 
tion as £4n well be, I ſhall not bere inſiſt on, 'ha- 
ving ia the ſecond Section given ſome inſtances 
how apt our eMoyra/rty is rodefame our Uivinitg, 
and confirm men'in Oppoſition toit. But though 
this be a grear, yer /tus not the ov/y means by 
whichour Diſſentions hinder the els of the 
Goſpel, for they do not only make 1afidels leſs 
inclnable to receive it, but w to p ate it, 
Thoſe-do ſo buſie ard engrofs us, that there is 
neither leiſure nor heart lett for this. Our «#+ 
veſt ſpirits are fo engaged at home in aſſerting 
their private quarrels, that all ſuch foreign at: 
fignsare forgot. Far as in Gvil, fo in Eceleſuaſti 
csl concerns, every one is more Induſtrious to 
advance his peculiar intereſt than that of the com- 
munity, accordingly we find innumerable pro: 
mulgers ofevery new Opinion. No Se wants 
its Apoſtles to propagate and diffuſe it ; but where 
are there any that have the like care forthe main 
Root of Chriſtian Religion, which they have for 
theſe little Twigs ad Off-ſets which they have 
| planted in their own Gardens ; how many ages 
muſt we look back to find a man that has madeit 
his bufineſs to convert I»fidels to the Faith. 'Tis 
true indeed there are fome very magnificent re- 
tations of modern attempts this way, of great in- 
duſtry ſome have us'd to bring the molt ſavage 

Nations to the obedience of Chriſt : butif we 

examine, 'twill be obvious, the main deſign was 
to ſubject them tothemſelves. *Twas not lomuch 

their Hearheniſm as their territories they m—_ 
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and ſuch Apoſtles as theſe are ill qualified to make 
$. Paul's profeſſion, 2 Cor. 12. 16. I ſeek not yours 
hut you. And the ſucceſs of ſuch Eflays have 
teen anſ{werableto the motive ; they have won 
rehes but not Soyls, The Goſpel! in one hand and 
;/nordin the other has made many faves, but I 
kar few Ghri/tizns, Indeed, what encourage- 
ment had thoſe poor creatures to receive a Re- 
lgion from their Opprefſors? Why ſhould they 
thok that thole who tortured and kill'd their 6o- 
des, were really concern'd to fave their Sowls ? 
o& that thoſe who would not permit them to en- 
joy what was their own, meant to help them ta 
uy thing better? And while the felicirres of ano- 
ther world were recommended to them only by 
ſb, 25 had deprived them of all in +44, we cannot 
wonder at their /ittle appetite to embrace them 3; 
oto-find the oppreſt Indians proteſt againſt that 
ayen where the Spaniards are to be their coha- 
bitants. In ſhort, this is ſure ſuch a method of 
Evangelizing, as too widely differs from that 
which firſt planted the Charch, to be likely to 
advance its growth: ſo that notwithſtanding all 
pretences of this kind, we may reſume our aſ- 
ertion, and conclude that our inteſtine diſcords 
ng not thoſe alone ) have diverted the Zeal 
this more Chriſtian undertaking, and left a 
great part of the world under that invincible Ig- 
norance $. Paw mentions, Rem. 10. 14. How 
hall they call on him,in whom they have not believed, 
wa how ſhall they beljeve in him, of whom they have 
we beard; and how ſball they hear without a 
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preacher? and God knows whether we have not 
herein provided better for their Excuſe than our 

OWN. - ie 3 2 
THERE is yet anothet way by which our 
diviſions impede their converſion, and that is by 
giving them prejuaice' to that Doctrine about 
which our {elves cannot agree. *Tis an univerſal 
Maxim that 7rath is always conſonant to it ſelf ; and 
therefore where they ſee fo little wnity they 
have: too much -temmpration to doubt of Truth. 
He that wandring ſhould meet a Company that 
offer to: conduct him to: his journeys end, might 
reaſonably incline"to deliver himlelf up to their 
guidance ; butifthe tind them unagreed upon the 
way, 'one Ditputing tor this, and another for that, 
and every one protelting againſt all bur his own; 
he would ſure retract his confidence, and think 
they offer'd him only more variety of miſtakes, 
reſolve it as ſafe to truſt himſelf to his 9wz Errors 
as other mens, And this alas, ſeems to be tos 
_ exacta parallel of the preſent caſe ; we Chriſti 
- ans do fo mutually damn one. another, that a 
poor Turk or Heathen will think, he rather mzulti- 
plies than ends his Danger by aſſociating him- 
ſelf with us ; for there being ſo many parties, 
whichſoever he joyns himſelt to, there will be 
abundant odds againſt him ; ſo that if he could be 
ſecur'd the truth were among us, yet the great 
difficulty of 6nding it out, would bea verydil- 
heartening conſideration. Beſides, men love in 
tranſattions of great Importance to have as many 
and as credible Vouchers as may be, and npon 
that 
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that ſcore 'twill ſure be but a cold inducement to 
any to turn Chriſtian, to foreſee, that when he has 
done ſo, he ſhall be 4diſown'd by far the greater 

rt of that number, and that at his entrance into 
the Church, he ſhall be met with almoſt as ma- 
ny Anathemas, as when he was an Izfidel, Nay, 
Iſcarce know whether I may call it an entrance 
into the Church, or rather into a Corventicle, or 
particular Congregation, our Schiſms and Separa- 
tions having hardly left a poſſibility of external 
communion with the univerſal Church, ſince the 
Communicating with one part of it, does infal- 
libly Excommunicatefrom another. Thus have 
we placed our flaming Sword (though God 
knows no Cherubim ) atthe gate of our Paradile, 
and when God calls ali men to the waters of /ife, 
our Contentions have made them like thoſe of 
Marah, fo bitter and unpleaſant, as deters and 
averts men from them: Which as it is in the 
higheſt degree injurious to them, ſo 1s it contu- 
melious to him, whoſe invitations are by this 
means fruſtrated; *'tis in ſome degree the evacu- 
ating one of the main purpoſes of Chriſts coming 
into the World, which was to call men out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light, and as He was 
thus ſent by his Father, fo allo were the Apoſtles 
ſolemnly commiſſionated by 'him to preach to 
the Gentile- world, who with indefatigable 
induſtry and reſolute ſufferings purſued the 
charge ; and ſure'this is competent evidence, that 
the deſign was of the greateſt and moſt va 


umportance; and ſuch as can never be — 
X ul . 
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till there ceaſe to be og. of it, unbelievers to 
convert : And by that let us meaſure the guilt of 
obſtructing it, which if we would imparrtially do, 


I aſſure my ſelf the moſt paſſjonate Biget of any 


Party muſt confe(s, thatit infinitely out-weighs 
all the Picty his doctrine can pretend to, that his 
peculiar Church gains not fomuch as the Catholick 
loſes: And that how contidently foever he hath 
Canoniz'd his quarrels, they are indeed but the 
worlt fort of Heathens, and ſerve to keep out the 
better. Yet befides the miſchief they do inrela- 
tion to thoſe that are werbour, they are extremely 
pernicious to thoſe that are within, and that nox 
only to ſome one Sect, but like an «niverſal poy- 
ſen, that is equally deadly to the moſt contrary 
complexions, they openers on the molt diſtant 
ranks of Profeſſors, the render and the obdurate, 
the ſcrupnlous and the profane. And firſt for the 
tender tremulous Chriſtian, 'tis ea(ie to diſcern 
how much he muſt be diſtracted and amaz'd by 
them; for while he hears each Se& thunder 
out Damnation againſt each other, he cannot but 
be ſtartled at the daxger of adhering to the wroxg, 
and though that may a-while excite his diligence 
rodiſcover the right, yet when he comes to that 
Inquiſition, he will meet with ſo many Polemick 
intricacies to entangle him, that after many 
turns, firſt to one ſide, and then to another, he 
will be apt tothink the only 5/ze to extricate him 
out of this /abyrinth of many Religions, 7s to abar 
don all, Nor is this mere ſpeculation and Conje- 
&nre, God knows we have had ſpoceively 
| | throug 
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through the whole round of Error too many pra- 
fick experiments of 1t. Several perſons there 
have been, whoſe Zeal to find out #ruth by an 
unhappy rule of Falſe, directed them to allow of 


' every Error © While like ſick mex, who deſire to 


die good-cheap, they put themſelves into the 
hands of any Empirick, follow each bold preten- 
der, that has the impudenceto talk of Truth, till 
Superſtition ends in Profanarion, Gedlineſs proves 
Atheiſm, and by having been of many Sets, at laſt 
nave 70 Religion. And furely this 1s a moſt un- 
happy effect of our diſcords, thus to be #umbling- 
blocks 1n our brothers way, ' and wheti we re- 
member the woes pronounc'd againſt thoſe that 
jhall Scandalize any of the littte ones, "twill be 
ſtrange how men can think to approve their Cri 
fianity, by the ruine of their Brothers, or ſecure 
themſelves of Heaven by keeping others thence 2 
For though Chriſt tells his Diſciples there ſhould 
be ſome that ſhould think it a ſervice t&-:God to kill 
their Bodies, yet to phancy the deſtroying of fouls 
{otoo, is a Deception of which we have neither 
record nor prediftion im Holy Writ, and is aſu- 
perfetation of the ſpirit of deluſion, peculiar to 
thoſe who have placed their own ſanctity in theſe 
teligious v_ ings, which ſerve to deftroy it in 
other men. And as they thus ſerve on the one 
ſide to ſhipwrack the fa4th of theſe weak unſtable 
Souls ; ſodo they on the other advance the #npie- 
tyofthe daring ſinner ; for as they are Tempta- 
tion to the oze, ſo are they Pretence and Excute 
torhe other to bid defiance to all Religion. He 
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whoſe diſſolute affettions have ſo long been court- 


ing his «z4der/tanding to turn Atheilt, will ſure 
not loſe the advantage of ſo plauſible an Argu- 
ment as our: diviſiozs afford him ; - and fince his 
luſts engage him-1n an irreconcileableWar againſt 
the prattict part of Piety, 'he will moſt gladly em- 
brace this occaſion of quarrel againſt the Theory 
alſo: Somaking himſelf entire, and extinguiſh- 
ing thoſe unealie regrets and miſgivings ariling 
from the repugnancy of his /ife to his velzef. It 
were not hard to give a compendium of theſe mens 
Logick, and draw out thole Schemes of Diſcourſe, 
by which from our a#ferences 1n Religion they 
infer the diſcarding of all. But I fear theſe are 
already too well known, and where they are not, 
I ſhould be luth to be any mans Inſtructor. This 
is Iam ſuretoo palpable, that how fallaciows ſoe- 
ver theſc Reafonings are, they have been ras 
operative, 'as appears by the number of thoſe 
avowed Atheiſts among us, who placing them- 
ſelves i the ſeat. of the ſcorner, give themlelves 
much pleaſ{ing Divertiſement by derid;ng our ea- 
ger ſcaffles about that which they think nothing. 
If any man thinks that the Church is no loſer by 
the defe&ion of ſuch Liberrenes,I muſt be allowed 
to diſſent from him : For firſt, there are examples 
of the moſt vicious Perſons, that have been redu- 
ced, and while they retain their Chriſtian #elzef, 
that lays ſuch undeniable obligations to good /:fe, 
that whenever they reſume their reſo, they 
muſt take up.wertue alſo with it ; ſo that there is 
an equal poſſibility of their being good, that there 


15 


ll A. dc. ds Mes... Me. an tc. . an aw _ www _ =o cmocaas _ XA R8X-u«_ _ -_ .& oa mm Rvmmad<4_ *Y «ac * 


af wn SEP on ne FE & ©. co. WS Sm... 


Chap.1 þ .& they engage upon Ill Arts, 8c. 313 


is of thejr being 7atzonal : But when all hope and 
fear of a-future eſtate is diſclaim'd, when thoſe 
cords are bypken which ſhould pull them up from 
the Dungeon, then, and not. before is their ſtate 
viſibly deſperate. But beſides this poſſibility of 
recovering them, the danger of loſing others is to be 
conſidered. Bold Atheiſm is like a raging Peſti- 
lence, which taints the very 4ir, ſo that thoſe im- * 
piqus diſcourſings which .are the effei#s of ſome 
mens Vices, "may be the cauſe of others ; and we 
too often ſee that thoſe who aſcended themſelyes 
by degrees, do in an in(tant advance their Proſehytes 
to. the height of Irreligion, .as appears by the 
ſtrange proticiency of ſome, whole Years allow 
them not to have arrived $01t otherwiſe than per 
Saitum, Andiure this ſpreading Contagion has 
been ſo deſtructive to the Church, that it' were 
to.be wiſht, the mere titular Chriſtians had ra- 
ther remain'd ſuch, than thus to have averted 
others from being ſo much. 

AND now it all theſe ſcandals be worth our 
regret, if the emboldening and exaſperating the 
bad, the corrupting the innocent, and the decay 
of Chriſtian profeſjo» conſequent to borh, be for- 
midable Evils,we know where to charge the guz/r. 
Our contentions mult be arraign'd as acceſſaries 
if not principals in the caſe : And then ſure it will 
befit our angry Zealots to conſider, whether this 
be the way of advancing Goas truth, gr what ac- 
count they will give to the Lord of the Vineyard, who 
while they pretend to dreſs and prune the brax- 


ches, do thus debilitate and deſtroy the roots. 
A 3 Nay, 
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Nay, indeed 1n this they are treacherous-even to 
their own pretenſions, for all thoſe feveral relis 
gions which they ſo tenderly cherifhy have no 
proper root of thejr own, but like Exereſcencies, 
ſpring out of the 99412 Ftock of Chriſtiahity, live 
by its juice and moiſture, and confequently, can 
never hope to ſurvive it. And- then certainly 
there can be nothing 'more ridiculous, than to 
expreſs their kindnefs to the ove, by ways that 
are ſo ruinous tothe other, *Tis as if a Paſſenger 
1n a ſhip ſhould to fortifie his private Cabin, teay 


upthe planks and expoſe the whole Veſſel to ſink- 


ing: Yet thus prepoſterouſly do many of our 
chief Pilots apply their-care, In the mean time; 
1t cafinot bur” be a very delightful a" tothe 
#rand Enemy of Souls, to ſee us thus bulily pro- 
mote hts mf lay ſnares for our ſelyes, andby 
our own folly do that which all his ſ#bze/ties could 
never compaſs. Nor can we think but he will be 
as officious tous as 15 poſſible, while we are thus 
employed; will help us to contrive'qur Turrets, 
whilſt he ſees we pluck out Foxes from the four- 
dationte- build them with ; nor ſhall we ever want 
new mdacls of Churches, fo long as they thus help 
to deſtroy the o/d ; and how aptly they are fitted 
for that Purpoſe, / needs (I ſuppoſe ) no farther 
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AP. XIE 
'A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Diſpates, in 


reference to Givil Peace. 


ND now ſure we cannot but conclude 
our Contentions ughly injurious to Ghri 
ftianity, that thus aſſault it both in the 


Fraffick and T cory: And indeed how fierce ſoe-. 


ver our quarrels are with one another, the heavi- 
eſt blows are fure to fall on that, which as in its 
conſtitution is of the moſt Pacifick temper imagi- 
nable, ſo it has the common fate of reconcilers to 
ſuffer from all parties. But Goalineſs having the 


promiſe as well of this life as of that which is to come, 


it often happens that there is fuch a conſent be- 
tween our ſpiritual and ſecular Concerns, that the 
Miſchiefs that oppreſs the oe do refle& on the 
other : And indeed Religion when intire and unj- 
ted, is one of the beſt bonds of Civil as well as 
Eccleſiaſtical Peace, fn even thoſe atteſt, who de- 
fying all other ends of it, doyet admit it a ufeful 
State-engine ; ) from whence 'tis conſequent, 
that the diſtrafFions and diviſions in that muſt have 
proportionably 2 contrary influence, and infe& 
communities with Diſcord, Tumult and Difor- 
ders. And this is an effec with which I think not 
pak to bring up the rear of the foregoing Miſ- 
chiefs, jr being nat fo purely Secular, as not to 
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ſuit our preſent ſubje& ; for outward order and 
«rity can never be ſo innocently diſturb'd, but 
that Chriſtianity muſt be wounded 1n it alſo : And 
beſides, 1t may perhaps obtain more conlideration 
than the former, as b&ing of a nature wherein the 
generality of men will think themſelves the moſt 
concern'd 3 for though: there be many that can 
look on theruine both of Chriſtian practice and 
.profeſſiun, with Galio's indifference, As 18. 
I7,and care for none of thoſe things, yet when 
the ſiege draws cloſer, when they find themſelves 
begirt 1n their worldly intereſts, © and that the 
ſame Deluge that overwhelms Churches,may bear 
. down Pataces alis, perhaps they may -think the 
matter nor {o contemptible. And firft, asto the 
truth of the obſervation, the World has too long 
groaned under the Experiment to need farther 
proof. . That bitterneſs which firſt tainted the 
waters of the Sanituary,. hath from thence diffus'd 
it ſelf jnto Qur common Ffreams, and- like the 
Egyptian Plague, left none uncorrupted : For 
.'whether we look upon Families, Neighbour- 
hoods, Kingdoms, any the cat, or any the great- 
eft Sqcieties; we tind the milerable Trophies of 
our hely Wars, in Factions and Confuſions ; I 
with I could not ſay Rapine and Bloud alſo. For 
the fir gf theſe, the domeſtick Jars caus'd by dit- 
ferent Opinions, the Inftanges are numerous, or 
rather innumerable, which our owz age and zation 
afford us. . How mapy Servants have 'on this 
ſcore been at defiance with their Maſters ? Chil- 
dren with their Parents ? Nay, Wives with their 

Husbands £ 
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Husbands? Such an unhappy force is there in 
niſtaken Zeal, that it diffolves the cloſeſt bonds, 
violates all ob{igations natural of civil, while un- 
der pretence 0 lervice to God, like the Phariſee's 
Corban, it evacuates all duty to man ; and this 
has made ſuch ruptures and diviſions in Families, 
that that delighttul proſpe&t the Pſalmi/t ſo much 
commends, that of Brethrens dwelling together in 
wwity, Pſalm 133. is ſcarce any where to be met 
with ; but inſtead of that, ſuch rancor and bitter- 
neſs, treachery and malice, as if men either mi- 
ook Chriſts predidtion, Luke 12. 52. for a pre- 
{th or at leaſt were willing to advance his | ow 
jhetick Office upon the ruine of his Kingly, and 
to. verifie his preſage by breaking his command. 
And as the Oeconomical order and peace isthus 
diturb'd, ſo 1f he that miſſes quiet at home ſhould 
ſcek for it abroad, he will ſoon find himſelf dilap- 
pointed, and diſcern that as the ſoczeties. grow 
reater, ſo do the dzſorders allo, and that private 

Eres do as much combine to make parties and 
fattions, as Families do to make Cztzes and Corpo- 
rations. By this means that mutual communica- 
tion, by which the Members of civil bodies ſhould 
not only benefit one another, but ſecure the 
whole, is interrupted, and men live not as zeigh- 
hours, but ſpies, always upon deſigns of Entrap- 
ping and Enſnaring ; for while they look onone 
another as enemies to Ged, they think that re- 
ſcinds all abligations of friendſhip ameng them- 
ſelves, and when pengren bears the Standard, 
the War will be concluded neceſſary and hanpay 
able. 


F 


able. But though it be ſo in imagination only, 'tis 
fure there are ſome, who make it really profitable; 
for as in moſt Camps, the greater Number are at- 
tracted rather by hope of booty than concern for 
the cewſe ; ſo here, many men /ft themlelves un; 
derone Party, that they may have pretence tg 
prey upon the reſt. And to that End ſeveral very 
commodious Axtoms have been taken up. As 
that No faith is to be kept with Hereticks ; that De- 
minion #5 founded in Grace, &c. by fuch meaſures 
as theſe the goods of the eAZgyptians become lay: 
ful prizes to any, that pleaſe to call themfelyes 
Iſ-aehtes; and indeed Fews they may be call'd in 
that notion we vulgarly uſe it of #»j»ft and cruel 
extortioner : But ſure not ſuch Iſraclzres as Chriſt 
defines Nathaniel, Foh. 1. 47. without guile : For 
having thus confecrated their frauds, and found 
anexpedient of ſerving God and eMammon toge- 
ther, there is no piece of decezt either too big, or 
too little for them; no #ra»ſattion {0 important, 
which can oblige their fidelity ; none fo trivial as 
to diſcourage their 7apine: Opportunity 1s the 
. only meaſure and rule of their attempts, by this 
means no Obligation of Contra, no Laws of 
Commerce can eſcape unviolated ; every thing is 
lawful that may weaken the wicked, and that 
eal which makes men Sazzts in the Church or 
Conventicle, can make them Thieves in the Shop 
or Market. Thus is Piety made an Engine of ra- 
pine,' and by theſe religious riots, all boundaries 
wherewith Laws or Equity have fenc'd mens di- 
ſtin& properties, are thrown down: And = 
this 
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this is a moſt carnal conſequent of our ſpiritual 
lebates, and bids fair towards the reducing us to 
that ſtate of common Hoſtility, which ſome have 
thartcied to be the Original condition of mankingd 2 
for it renders:commerce fo dangerous, that men 
may withina white think it lafer to truſt their 
own Ffrengths, than to the ſhelter of thoſe Laws 
ind Civis compatts, which they ſee o avowedly 
wacuated. And upon this account, though the 
lajury be immediately done to private perſons, it 
kecomes a pablick miſchief: Yet alas, theſe are 
but the more moderate effe&s of our Diſfentions ; 
afford more expedite and compendious ways 
of publick ryine 5 the defrauding or wndermining 
of a few Neighbours, are petty prizes for thoſe 
that think they have the fole -right to the Crea- 
ture, and are thoſe Meck 'who are to imberit the 
Berth, and every ſuch acqueſt only ſerves to 
fleſh them for a farther chaſe. The ſpoils of a 
broken Kingdom will affoyd ſomething worth 
the ſcrambling tor : And nothing more fit to break 
#than a pretence 'of Religion, which lik# the 
Bone that ſmote Nebuchadnezzars Image, has thi- 
rered the moſt goodly Monarchies. And accor- 
dingly, we ſee no Exgine is more conſtantly us'd 
by men of Seditious ſpirits, to diſturb and ſub- 
vert Governments: Indeed there can be nothing 
ſo advantageouſly fitted for the purpoſe. For 
hould ſuch perſons unmask their deſign, and ſhew 
Knits wative agtineſs, ſhould they avow the ſha- 
king of a K i»gdow merely to eſtabliſh themſelves 
Ins condition. of wealth and: grandeur, the new 
| moulding 


moulding of a Government only that they might 
ſhape-their own ſhares in it, 'twere impoſſibl, 
they ſhould find any abettors; for though the 
multitude are always in preparation for chnnye; 
yet tis not on Intuition of benefit to ſome private 
perſons, but of fomewhat wherein #hemſelves may 
partake :. Nor is even the madnels of.the people 
mad-enough, to expoſe all their own zxtereſt, and 
moſt important concerns only to promote thoſe of 
others. It has therefore always been both the rule 
and practice for ſuch deſigners to ſuborn the pub- 
lick z4xereſt to. countenance and cover their prj 
wvate ; .tocry up Dianeto ſecure: their own gain, 
and to make the ſeduced Popwlacy like the Fackeal 
to the. Eiom, hunt that. prey which themſelves 
mean to'deyour.-;;And of all thoſe artifices-by 
which {ſuch Incendiaries have ſet Kingdoms ina 
flame, none has been more univerſally ſucceſsful 
than the pretext of Religion, which is thought 
creditable 4 cauſe to engage in, as can convert the 
anfamous titles of Rebel and Trattor-into thoſe of 
Patffot and Saint, and conſequently, take off all 
diſcouragement ariſing from the dilreputation of 
ſuch an,enterprize;- And no leſs potent 1s itin 
ſolving the {cruples of its unlawfulneſs ; - for bya 
dextergus, anticipation; it makes:Conſcience a 
party,. that it may exclude it-from-being judge, 
and bythat one fa Ray of {uppolitng Religion ta be 
. @& juſt ground o | pride , make way for all the wild 
conſequences deducible from that falſe 19907, 
And indeed where that is throughly faſtned, the 
wiſchiefs are not only great but incurable, and = 
| the 
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the more ſo by how much the perſon is more zea- 
bus, For alas, what will it avail to tell ſuch a man, 
tisa ſin to fight againſt his King : when he will tell 
jou 'tis a greater not to fight for his God: That he 
wntradts a heinos guilt in violating the peace of 


y [the Church, when he with as great confidence 


telieves, he merits in propagating itsrrath. That 
he is accountable for the 4/oud of his Brethren ; 


of | when he thinks he has like the Levires, Exod. 32. 


wnſecrated himſelf in it, and offer'd it an accep- 
able ſacrifice to God. Thus — are thele 
men fortified in their ſi, by preſuming it their 


| ertne, and while the furious zeal of ſuch is made 


ſubſervient to the wicked craft of others,'tis-a moſt 
gt inſtrument of publick Miſchief, there being no 
attempt ſodeſperate, which ſuch may not be put 
upon, who are methinks us'd, as Haxzbal is ſaid to 
have done thoſe Oxen, whoſe horns he firſt fired, 
and then ſent them to diſturb the Roman camp: 
Theſe rep as thoſe beaſts are found very uſeful tor 
the moleſting of others ; but commonly all they 
2cquire to themſelves, is the ſmart of their own 
fames, Few of thoſe who thus in the fimplicity of 
their heart follow an 4bſalom or a Sheba, that do 
not either- milcarry together with the deſizz, or 
elſe live to diſcern how much their credulity was 
abuſed ; and that both religion ( however preten- 
ded ) and thoſe that fought tor it, were only made 
oe to promote the /uffs of thoſe who deſpi- 
ſed both. But 'tis unneceflary to inſiſt farther on 
the effeFs of ſuch religious Fury, of which we of 


this Nation have had 10 many and fo coſtly eviden- 
ces, 
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ces, asfar tranſcend the molt rragical deſcriptions, [1 
God grant we may never have other than our pu 
experiences to meaſure them by : But certauly 
there is little reaſon to be ſecure, fo long as the 
root of them, our ſpeculative differences daily en- 
creaſe ; for unlels we could ſuppoſe an Age of ſuch 
innocence, tliat there ſhould be none who would 
zake any undue Advantages, 'tis ſure there will be 
enough g:vex:; And indeed when we refle& upon 
our pait Diſtra&ions, and conſider how trivial 
the matter of moſt of thoſe debates was, whoſe 
manner has been fo cruelly folemn ; how our 
ſleighteſt problemes have been writ in 4/oud, that 
many Thouſands have been made naked to keep 
the Surplice offa few mens backs, and we have 
pulled down our Chaurthes in diſpleaſure at the 
windows ; when I fay theſe and a Thouſand the 
like are conſidered, we muſt conclude that there 
can never wart Occaſion to them that (in the Apr 
#les Phraſe ) defire Occaſion : The lighteſt diflems 
pers in the Church being conmragiows, and molt apy 
( when fomented by ambititious deſigners) to be 
get an univerſal Plague in the Common: wealth, 
And now who.can without horror conſider theſe 
miterably perverted efec#s of Chriſtian Religion, 
that that which was deſign'd the moſt inviolable 
bond of unity, ſhould like thoſe curles of entangled 
Snakes with which Eriznys is ſaid to have infurt 
ated Athemas and Ino, become the fatal incenatary 
of the mortalleſt hatred. That that Oeconomy which 
was meant to regwlate, ſhould be the Inſtrument 
of confounding and imbreiling the World ; and 
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aGoſpel of Peace ſhould thus be made the Izcen- 
tive ro war, and create fiercer quarrels than 
thoſe it was 'to have compos'd. To turn the 
Grace of God into wantonneſs,: 18 juſtly branded as 
zgreat Crime, but ſure to turn it nts malice 15 
jet a greater, And thoughevery ſin offers violence 
tour religion, yet his is of all others the moſt 
lurbarous, thus to make it Aſſaflinate it ſelf, be- 
ome a kind of Felo de ſe, and contribute to its 
own ruine. And that this 1s the caſe, is Ipre- 
ſme ſufficiently evident in all the foregoing #n- 
faxces, which ay they are moſt obviouſly the ef- 
f:# of our eager Diſputes, ſo are they no leſs 
viſibly deſtra&ve to Chriſtianity in al its in- 
tereſts, leave it neither root nor braxch, neither 
iaward Vigor, nor outward Luſtre ; ſo at once ren- 
dring it both infertile and unamiable. *Twasa 
piece of hoſtile Severity againſt Moab, to fill the 
land with ones, thereby to render it barren, 2 King. 
3. 25. Theſlingers went about, and ſmote it : 
but what that ſuffered from profeſt Enemies, the 
Church daily ſuſtains from thoſe that call them- 
ſelves her beſt friends. Our Benjamites are ſoin 
love with their skill of ſlinging to a hairs breadth, 
their nice Criticiſms, Diſtin&tions, and Subtil- 
ties, have caſt abroad ſo many Foxes of contention, 
that the Church is become perfe& quarry, utter- 
rd and wnfruitful, as to all thoſe good works 

the production whereof ſhe was ſo peculiar- 
ly fenced and cultivated by God ; nay, 'twere 
wellif barrenneſs were the worlt, and that the 
had not - on the other ſide acquir'd an unhappy 


degenerons 
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degenerous fertility : But what a numerous and 
accurſed Iſle ſpring from this unpeaceable tem- 
per, the foregoing conſiderations do too ſadly 


demonſtrate ; and I doubt not every attentive | 


truer ) Inſtance ; and beſides to diſcern that this 
ſpurious brood like that of Hagar is grown 66 
wantonly infolent as to deſpiſe the-right heir of 
the Promiſe. The true Goſpe/-Graces of Meek- 
neſs, Peaceableneſs and univerſal Charity are ac- 
counted Earthly Phlegmatick qualities, we diſclaim 
that Holy Ghoſt which deicends 1p the appearance 
of the Dove, nay, or in fire either, unleſs it be 
like that of Elijah, toconlume all that diſguſt us. 
Nor do we meaſure our Ke/zgio» ſo much, by the 
oppoſition it makes to, our /ſts, as to thoſe 
whom we firſt make, and then call our enemies. 
Thus miſerably have we chang'd the Scene, and 
by calling evil good, and good evil, have accumula- 
ted injuries upon our oppreſſed Chriſtianity, -not 
only robb'd it of its 7»/e, but of its reput ation allo. 
And do we daily thus ſee Iſhmael mocking Iſazc, 
and ſhall we nor think 1t time to caſt out the 
Bond-woman and herSon ? Shall we for ever che- 
riſh this generation of Vipers to tear out the 
towels of our common Mother ? I pray God the 
Queſtion have not as much of preſage as expoſtu- 
lation. For if we conſider the preſent ſtate of 
things, how our contentions plead: not only right 
but preſcription, there ſeems not much hope of 
diſpoſſeſiing them, and yet leſs, when *ris re- 
membred, how they have entwiſted themſelves, 

not 


Obſerver nk; able tg add more ( though not 
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not only with the pa/7ons, but intereſts of men ; 
two ſuch potent Abettors as will buoy up the moſt 
ferlorn cauſe. Thetruth is, there are many ſub- 


| Terraneows ſprings which feed this Ocean, and 


though religion and piety be on all hands de- 
murely pretended, yet as we have ſeen the efe#s 
of our debates very 4iſconſonant to ſuch a Pro- 
feſſion; ſo if we examine the originals and 
tauſes, we ſhall find them for the molt part as 
widely diſtant. It may hot be amiſs to take a 
ſhort view of ſome of them ; for though I cannor 
hope the d;ſcovery of the Cauſes will contribute 
to the general cure, yet perhaps it may prove 4x5 
tidote ro ſome particular perſons, who will be the 
leſs apt to admire the verdure of the /caves ( the 
flouriſhing appearances of zeal and piety ) when 
they find both fruit and ror of fo poiſonous'a 
quality. | | 


CHA P. .XIIL 


A Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes; and firſt, 
Pride. 


ND in this inqueſt we fihd Pride al- 
ready arraigned to our hands, by the 
wiſeſt of Men, Prov.13.10. Only by yu 

cometh contention. Tt is indeed a moſt prolifick 

vice, and there are few ſims to which it 1s not-et- 

ther a parenr- or arſe: - bur there is ſcarce a 


whic 


326 | of the Cauſes of Diſputes ; Chap.: 3. 


which does more betray its immediate delcent 
from-it than this of #rife and debate, which has ſo 
many of the /izearments and _— of the de- 
form'd Mother, as ſufficiently. 

ion. ' And as this is true. of 4ll, {trifes in gene- 
ral, {o particularly of "*hofe , wherevt we. now 
treat: for Pride being it ſelf an internal ſin, 
i has ſucha neighbourhood with-all the notions 
and ſpeculations of the mind, that.it eaſily makes 
impreſſions onthem,: Nor are we to wonder that 
the Sacrednels of divine things is not {mules 
enougy :4in{t its Charms, when we remember 
that the firſt a# of Pride, that, ever. was commit- 
ted, was levelled even.at God himſelf; and as it 


took up.its firſt ſeat 1n a ipiritual. ſubſtance, fo | 


bas itever ſince, neveracted more zaturally, and 
therefore. more wigorauſy, than about ſpiritual 
matters. Of this the Church in all ages has had 
many coſtly Experiments ; for if we trace the 
Catalogues of Herefies from Sm Mages his 
days down to our own, we ſhall find Pride a 
prencipal Attor in every Scene, though perhaps in 
various dreſſes. For though Pride be always in the 
general an affetation of ſome: tranſcendency, 
et it differs as to the particular obje&, accord- 
1ng to the ſeveral eſtimates men make of excel- 
lencies.. So that the propugners of new Opini- 
ons, though they have this commer 4m, that they 
| ſeek their own exaltation, yet do not always doit 
m the ſame inſtances. For example, ſome have 
coveted the repute of profound Inguiſitors, and this 
Vanity has prompted them to dive ſo deep np 
the 
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_ the bowels of every the plaineſt doitrine, till at 
ft they have twiſted and entangled them into 
the moſt: perplexing difficulties, Theſe ANawiga- 
tors think they have never f{ail'd ſucceſsfully, till 
they have found aut a Terra Zncognita , though 
God knows they bring nothing from thence tor 
/ the benefit of the habitable world ; gor make it 
their buſineſs ro; reſolve 'Daybts, but Fart them. 
Another ſort of men there are of fo faſtidiqus and 
petulant 'wits, that they; diſdain an 9p/#ion of 
which themſelves are not tha 4uthors; they love 
not to have their underſtandings preſcrib'd to, by 
the preconceptions of others, how diviaely ſogyer 
in{pir'd, and -will rather bave a Religion of their 
ovn making than of his whom they pretend to 
worſhip.  Andthis, 'tisto-be doubted; is the bot- 
tom of the great vener#tion, ſome have paid to 
Reeſon, which they have ſetup in the Throxe, not 
only in defiance of ma. implicit aſſent, but even 
of divine revelation. But in the mean time 'tis 
to be obſerv'd that 'tis not. xeaſon i» general, the 
common excellency of our. nature that is thus 
2dvanc'd, but every mans own privare. and gudi- 
vidaal ; which ros a juſt {canning will often be 
found the moſt diſtant thing from - what it. is 
call'd : Paffionand Phancy, by that omaipotent 
advantage ofbeing a mans own, often paſſing for 
deep diſconrſe-and ratiocination: and what a fruit- 
ful harveſtof Tares ſuch ſeed 15 [apt to produce, 
our reaſojip would inform us if our experzence did 
hot. | To theſe wie may add: axpther r44 of men, 
who vehemently chirſting after a /»49e in the 
Vert: "T2 world, 
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world, hope to acquire that by being the diſſe 
vators of novel doftrines ;\ they 'think' while they 
. go on in the bearer frach, they thall be obſcurid 

in the-Throxg'; the only wayro make themſelves 
conſpicuous 15 to be fingular:' Thus. fondly chu- 
ſing to be eminent;' thotgh by the:infamous Cha- 
racters of Heretick or Schrſmatick, and'( like him 
that fired Diana's Temple to ſecure himſelf from 
oblivion ) build' themſelves Monuments of the 
Churches riine : and ute this Theudas his ambi- 
tion of being ſome body, has: helpt to raiſe more 
g_ than he did: ex, Yer commonly it an- 

wers it even 1n that circumſtance'alſo.;' for when 
by ſeparating themſelves' from the unity of the 
faith, they have rendred themſelves remarkable, 
their next aim is to have ozhers joynto them ; and 
ſo they may have the honour of being /ecaders, 
care not though it be into the ditch. To be call'd 
of men Rabbi, Rabbi," is enchanting Muſick to 
any Phariſee, and ſerves like the Timbrels in To- 
phet todrown the cries not of their Chi/dren, but 
eMothers ſcorching in the flames of their conten- 
tion. Indeed ſo impetuous and uncontroulable is 
this kind of vaxity, that like a mighty torrent, it 
bears downall before it, overwhelms not only the 
oppolite verr#es, but even all wices thatare not 
of its own confederacy. | Men can in this caſe 
lay ſevere reſtraints upon their ' moſt 7ztimate 
ſenſualities, when they ſulpe&t them. treacherous 
ro this grand Deſign. ' The Wolf ſhall be muz- 
led and made to behave himſelf with the meek- 


neſs beſeeming the Sheeps cloathing. The _ 
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fall. be waſht and by an unnatural violence with- 
held from the mire : All their rapacious and be- 
ſtial appetites controul'd and made tame, that 
they worry not their reputation, And all this for 
4 little naked popularity, tor whoſe dear purchaſe, 
very many have thought fit to diveſt themſelves, 
both of lawful and unlawful ezjoymerts ; and have 
thought the tumultuous applauſe of a few facti._ 
ous {pirits worth all that ſe/-denjal.. But all 
Pride is not fo perfetly Camelion. as to ſubliſt 
upon this mere air, there 15 another kind of it thap 
propoſes to it ſelf ſomething beyond this: ſuch 
i5 the affefation. of rule and dominion, which 
be though in reſpect of any real good to the ruler, 
is as very a Chimera as the former ; yet common- 
d ly.they that are under ſuch a Furiſaieton, find to 
s, their coſt 'tis more than Imaginative, And God 


d knows this aſÞiring humor has been no leſs fa- 
= tally activein Eccleſiaſtick than in Civil affairs ; 
A nor has the,Church evex been in more danger of 


It Anarchy than by thoſe who moſt impatiently co- 
* yeted a ſhare in.its government ; for where this 
s | ſpiritof ambition 1s the lnpellent, it does like 
+ the Demonack.,zn the Goſpel, burſt aſunder all 
fetters and chains, violates the unity both of do- 
drine and diſcipline, nor. is any attempt tog 
bold for men..thys animated : They who lon 
tq be in authority think the 4eor opens not quic 
enough for their entry, and impatient of 1o te- 
diqus an expectation,  chuſe. rather 'to make 
breaches in: the walls ( nay. {pmetimes to under- 
mine the foundation ) than to want an acceſs xq 
TF-1 their 
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their Defires. Neither is there*any thing © ſa- 
cred, which upon this octafion they cinnor pro- 
ſtitute ; when. Diotrephes,3 Foh.g. ſeeks prehethi- 
nenice, the Dictates even of an Apoftle ſhall be r& 
jected; and even the divinity of Chrif?, God bleſſed 
forever, be trarhpltd on,when 47mm; wants'a fobt- 
ſtool toclimb up to-his affected greatneſs. In 4 
word, if we Examine the occurrencesof all ages, 
we (ſhall*find that either the eagerneſs of | arqui- 
rig; 'or the R evcagh of milſing dignities, have 
beet che great inf ators of Ecclefiaſtick Feuds ; 
and ſure our 1 Era flories are not likely to 
fall ſhort:bf rhe Antienr, in examples of this 
kind: * And *as Pride makes ſome. thus pafſio- 
riately Befirous of rule, ſoit makes others as itnpa- 
ttent of being ruled, ” atid even thofe-who can- 
rot hope to attive togive Laws, will not endure 
tobe alley thoſe already eſtabliſhed. ' 'That rh 
is indeed the Chriſtian /berty for which many iff 
our dgy$ have fo. unchriffianly evriterded,. is rog 
apparetir, che /untzmtnril quarrel has been againſt 

ejection: Yet to countenance ' and” abet that; 
whole ras of frivolous cavils have been rais'd, 
2nd the Churth atracqued in every its remoteſk 
concern,” ind though there be nothing farther 
from that tity af rind, to whioch'the fimile was 
firft 2ffixr, yet ih aperverſe ſence it imitates the 
Ointment of Aaron in, diſeending from the head to 
the skirrs of the cloatfygg : not only the fupretre 
and »ore eminent parts: but the moſt flight ex- 
trinfick and inferior relatives to Religion being 
alperſt and depraved ; and the moſt i»»ocext Cir- 
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cumfſtances of Civil or Natural a&ions made cy#- 
minal, when applied to Divine things. A 
firange meffetive power, whichthele men have 
convey'd into Gods ſervice, that it muſt thus pol- 
hate every thing that approaches it. That the 
place where: his Honor dwells, muſt become a 
Peſthouſe, and diffuſe contagion to all in it: (I 
with by the way their Sacriledge had not been 
too valiant in deſpiſing the Danger of thoſe 7» 
fetted utenſils, which may perhaps ſadly verifie 
the reproach, and provetreacheroms prizes.) And 
when mens ze/ operates thus unkindly, when 
the pretence of internal ſan#ity devours all out- 
ward decency, and God 15 to be honoured'and exalt- 
ed by thoſe ways, whereby mex would think 
themſelves affronted, and vilified ; we have too 
preat reaſon tothink ſuch a zeal as little accordin 
to godlineſs as knowledge, 2nd that it is not ſo muct 
the tenderneſs of their Conſciences, no nor gene» 
rally the weakneſs of their Brains, but the Iron f- 
zew in their Necks, which makes them at once fo 
ſcruputous, and ſo clamorous; for though the 
former might beſuppos'd owing to Error, the /a- 
rey can ſurely. proceed from nothing but Pride, 
Several other inſtances might be given to ſhew 
how that pernicious temper has contributed to 
the riſe and firſt bejng of qur divifions ; and hay 
vying thus given them birth, it does not like the 
Oftrichabangdon its Brood, but has as great an in- 
Avence in the cheriſhing and maintaining, as it hal 
in creating them, Of this there need no other 
proof than the mere azure of Pride, which as it 
FE: aVErrS 
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averts nothing more than ſelf-condemnation; {0 
upon pain of rhart appearance, 'tjs irreverſibly 
£ngag'd in the purſuit of jts firſt undertakings, 
any aeſiſting being interpretatively a confelſon El- 
ther ot an Error or a Deteat, both which are jn- 
ſupportable to an afluming temper : Sothat þe- 
ſides the orz2tnal incentives forementioned, it has 
this of 4iſdain ſuperadded to actuate its motions. 
And accordingly we tind they are at this rebound 
the. more viojent, not. only the ſucceſs, but the 
credit of the firſt enterprize depending upon a vi- 
gqrous proſecution 3.150 that Catalizes Maxim of 
Villany ſcemsto have been adoptedinto ſome mens 
divintty,and they think paſt Crimes are only to be 
ſecur'd by more and greater. Nor is 1t_only. hope 
to atchieve their deſizn,; or hide their ſhame which 
thus animates them, Azſpair will do it to a yet 
bigher degree. OurCancupiſcible and Iraſcible 
appetites dwell not ſoremate, but they are ready 
reſerves to one another, .and what was aefire 10 
the purſuit, becomes anger and revenge jn the dil- 
appointment ; and ſure we need not be told the 
wild effects of thoſe paſſions. How: many men 
have ina furivas deſpair over-acted even their own 
projetts, and have made it a malicious conſolati- 
on in their xuine, to get it attended with that of 
the publick ? As Herod, whoto ſecure a a /amen- 
zation ax his death, commanded a Maſſacre ſhould 
accompany jt, or ( togive 2 more Eccleſiaſtical 
inſtance ) like Herius, who ſought the abolifurg 
of that order in the Church, whereof himlelf 
could nor partake. I with no mans Conſcience in 

apa area to Ro as 
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que days were qualified to ſuggeſt a freſher ex- 


ample. Bur whulſt 'tis ſo many ways the intereſt 
of Pride to abet our contentions, we cannot think 
jr ſo ſluggiſh or induſtrious an agent, as notto |, 
ind out expeazents for its purpole. I ſhall not/ 
attempt to give a particular of its inſtrumengg, 
when I have ſaid that Schiſm is one of rhea, 1 
need not add- more, fince that alone ſervgs both 
to complexe and perpetuate the Miſchief 0 T our 


ſpeculative diflentions. How cloſe a Rand of 
concord the communicating in holy duties \s, we 
my learn by Feroboam, who ſeems ſo well to have 
underſtood its unitive efficacy, that he durſt not 
truſt the newly-divided Tr:bes in a joynt reſort to 
the Temple ; - and therefore leſt the rapture he 
had made in, the. State ſhould. cloſe again, he 
thinks it neceſſary to make another in the Church, 
and ſecure his defe&ion frgm his Prince, by that 
from his Ged,.: But we need. got borrow a teſti 
my from that his impious Po/xcy,we bave a more 
luthentick atteſtation from the holy Pſalmift, who 
when he -would deſcribe the greateft entireneſs, 


| Exemplifes it by the walking ro the bonſe of God as 


friezds, Pſal. 55.14. And the Apoſtle goes yet 
higher, and from our common participation of the 
Euchariſt, infers not only our «pioz, but qur j+ 
corporation, We being mapy are one bread, and one 
body, for we are all partakers of that one bread, 
Cor, 10. 17, And then fure we. may on the con- 
traxy conclude, that our ſeparafion mul} have the 
quite diſtant effe&s ; alienate our affeiFions, and 
by that means {till more eftrange pur Fudgmers. 


Fox 
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For beſides that 'tis natural to men to think they 
can never run far enough from that they begin to 
loath) "they are in their own defence to amplite 
the'd/fferexces, that they may acquit themſelye; 
fro 'the * ſcanaz/ of a cauſeleſs ſeparation ; and 
this God knows is the uſual Method among us, 
when we have broken communion, our only ſtudy 
is not how to repazr, bot juſtifee it. The Adverſa- 
ries Tenet are rigorouſly ſcanned, new Charge; 
exhibited, and the Schiſm defended upon tholt 
htetdiſcoveries, which were no motives tothe 
making it: And rhen ſure no man can doubt but 
this is a proper. way, both to mutriply. and Eternizz 
difputes ; and 'tis abundantly manifeſt, that vani- 
ty andelation of mind is the cauſe. that Men' thus 
prefer a taken reputation, before their own in- 
abeexre, or the rches peace. , Indeed if we 
throughly conſider it; we ſhall find. Pride is ons 
of thefatalleft inftruments of Exciſion, the twe 
eg ſword by which adverſe parties do tnutually 
cut 'themfelves'from one another. The very 
elements and conſtitutive parts of a Schiſinatick, 
being the Eftrem of himſelf, and the, Contempt of 
others.” I am not 5 this Publican, was, we Al 


the'voice of the proud Phariſee, whoſe very nam 
' ſignifies ſeparation, and our modern Separatifts d 
but Echo the ſame” note, when they pronounce 
al thoſe Heretical or Carnal from whom they have 
withdrawn. Or perhaps they derive from 'a yet 
more ancient preſident, thoſe of whom the Pro- 
phet Eſy ſpeaks, Efay6F. 5. which ſay, Standby 
thy ſelf, come not near me, for T am holier than thou ; 
22 2n 
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in Infolent Kind of language, which the Carhars in 


the primitive times did not thore exattly tran- 
tribe, than many Sefs of differing dehominati- 
ms have done in ours. But 'tis to beremembred, 
tat while the Phariſee lookt ſo faſtidiouſly on 
the poor Pwublicen, he rehounc'd communion in 
yers much more acceptable than his own ; and 
thoſe refined Zealots, who fear'd rontagion from the 
proach of their more innocent Brethren; corfld 
ly venture on the polliztinns of the moſt de- 
tftable Idolatries : And Gud knows the note has 
wo ready an application in both inſtances. In the 
nan time "tis a fad conternplation, that fo much 
ofthar zeal which makes ſucha gliſtering in the 
World, ſhall, when brought to the Tonch, be. 
find 4duterare, that the tranſcendent purity 
men boaſt of; -thould prove but a more ſublima- 
ted wickedneſs, and their pretente to _ 
beverihed/only in _ pride, Alas, is not 
the whole c#cart of Secularthings wide enough ro 
ofitain this ſwelling hamoy # Are there not Poamps 
nd Varities ofthe world:enough to entertainthis 
os Luf, but muſt this Moabrre be _ into 
Sextuary? Can we not be etevnrea « h 
fileſs we tr ample upon all emow yy afd tanks 
Religion nn her e find m_ 
yery confidently point out ichyiſt. upon 'the 
ſrength of this the predic Miro Anbe, that 
he was to fit in the Temple of (3od. But what need” 
we travel beyond the Alps to find out that, which 
ever y was mg it {elf? Our Pride does too, 
pohappily atſwer the deſcription; and Roo 
Sons i he 


336 Of the Caaſer of Diſputes; Chap,tz 


there is no inſtance wherein it can ceaſe tobe 
Amtichriſtian, yet ſurely it is more eminently jg, 
when it thus ulurps Gods ſeat, and.rules in Sacre 
things... Would God . the pazrs. and animoſity 
which has been ſpent in diſcovering and reviling 
other Antichriſts, had been diverted to the pul 
ling down of th#, the labour would have been 
more effecual even to the immediate end of the 
Deſigners ; for were this Pride eradicated, the 
Foundation of all Spiritual uſurpations were «x 
dermin'd, But alas, thole who exciaim the moſi 
loudly againſt all foreign Tyranny on their Conſci- 
ences, do obſequiouſly, bow to this 7zteſtine Uſur- 
per, make an entire dedition of themſelves, and 
ſubmu to- the ſevereſt, and ignobleft waſſelage, 
They have inveſted it with fo abſolute and fove- 
raign'a Power, that; ( as Samuel warns the Ir 
elites of: their King, 1.Sm. 8. ) they are notto 
call any thing their own,. when it .is uſeful tots 
ſcrvice,: All their powers, all their intereſts are 
cevoted toit, and that not only to adorn its pomp, 
but to-fight its batze/s, Men quarrel and contend 
till not only themſelves, but even Chriſtianity it 
ſelf expire 1n. the, conteſt, Bur if. it-be indeed: 
certain that every ;War is ſo far unjuſtifiable, as 
are thecauſes of it, 'twill ſurely be, a-competent 
prejudice againſt our contentions, 'that our Pride 
15 ſomuch concern'd: in them, 'which is [ſo us 
chriſtian a, motive, . as-all the holy-water wherer 
with men have (priokied it, can never baptize iſt 
toa cleanneſs; a 


| the borrowed dreſſes,of Zeal and 
yanctity, however they may ai/ſzuiſe, can never 
| | tepitimate 
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kgitimate it. Thoſe Arts'of concealment may in- 
deed add a zew guilt, that' of Hypgcriſie, 'but can 
never expiate, - No nor extenuate the 'o/d: -'And 
how Saint-like a form ſoever our Vain glory puts 
0n;-1t does but the more own its derivation from 
him; who can transform himſelf into an Angel of 
izht, whoſe afpirings have firſt ſubverted himſelf, 
and now go on to propagate both his Crime and 
Ruine to #5 ; nor ho he ever manag'd that deſign 
with more Art or Succeſs, than by thus making 
our Pride a partition-wall to divide us from oze 
ether, and conſequently from God too ; who 
being, as our Church ſtyles him, the author of 
Peace and lover of Concord, can never joyn himſelf 


| with the a/fturbers of both, but muſt neceſſarily be 


diobliged by our Diſſentions and Schiſms. 


CHAP. XIV. 


1 Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes; Secondly, 
Curioſity, 


ſhall find, that another grand zcendzary of 
our Diſputes is Curioſity: A vice which 
though in ſome reſpe&s it may be reckoned a ſpe- 
cies of the former, that of Pride, yet in others it 
admits a diftintF conſideration. This is that bane- 
ſul weed which the Devil'made a ſhift to fteal 


even into Paradiſe, and which has ever ſince at- 
tected 


[ now we proceed farther in our enquiry we 


b——— 


feated the richeſt ſoils, the moſt pregnant and py | 


lite Wits ; nordid jt only. eject ax from thence, 
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but.it has improved the erigina{curſe, and mult; | el 


plied thoſe briers and thorns among, which he wg 
_ calt, yea, tranſplanted them from: the Ear, 
where they could only raze the skin, - into the 
Braiz,' where they-picrce and torture the intelle- 
cual and: vnmortal 'Part of Man. Nay farther, 
even that ſweat of his brows, which was to extit- 
e them from the. ground, 1erves but to water 
and cheriſh them in his ##d ; his very induſy 
being. in this caſe the extremeſt z busbandry, and 
the more p44zs he takes, the farther he remoyes 
himſelf from all real advaxtages of his toil, 
.. THERE areſfomeparts of Kzowleage which 
God has thought fit to ſecludefrom us, to' fence 
them not only as he did the interdited Tree, by 
 Precept and Commination, but with Difficulties 
and Impoſlibilities ; made it not only our ſi» and 
danger, but our Folly and madneſs to attempt 
them. Ofthis kind are the Myſterious parts of 
our Rehgion, which he ſhews us' as it were a-far 
off to exerciſe our faith and reverence, but ſtoo! 
them not to our ſexſe and diſquiſition. Theſe h 
has placed like the S##, where they may irflt- 
ENCE, not annoy ; warm, not ſcorch us. And 
would we ſtill permit them to remain at tha ſafe 
and. wholſome diftexce, we ſhould find none but 
bexigne effetts ; but ſo importunate are the inſti- 
pag Curioſity, that no hounds will keep us 
rom the Mount : Wexwill needs break through 
into the 2hick darkneſs, how dreadful ſoever the 
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thunders and lightnings are in the way. Like bold 
Phaetons we deſpile all benefits wherewith the Fa- 
ther of light and us can cgurt us, -unleſs we may 
guide his Chariot ; and we moralize the, Fable as 
well in the tragicalneſs of the everr, as 'the inſo- 
knce of the undertaking ; this unhappy Curiolity 


. | having not only rain'd many of the z#qui/#ors,bur 


kt the whole world alſo in a conflagration. Nor 
is the temerity more fatal in its Succeſs, . than 
inpious in its Foundation : For beſides that it is 
adirect 7nvaſion of Gods peculiar, and wielatioaof 
his Command, it does evidently imply a aro 
ether of his Wiſdom or his Goodneſs ; ſuppo- 
les him either ſo ig-oraxt of the ſtrength. of thoſe 
faculties himſelf has made; that he has aſſigned 
them unproportionable objects, and ſo they muſt 
have new work cut out for them by our ſelves ; or 
elle preſumes his Eye eviltowards his own Crea- 
tures ; that as the Devil once ſuggeſted to our 
prſt Parents, he fears the rivalry ot poor mortals, 
and by an envious detention of ſome parts of feli- 
city, like one that had been Bountiful only upon 
ſprite and incogitancy, 1lliberally retracts and - 
contradicts his original defigy of making Man 
completely happy. Nay, indeed this repreſents 
him unkind,. not only to «s his created Images, 
but even to that Eternal and expreſs image of his 
Perlon, the Son of his boſow, who may well be 
thought to have been, as deſpifed in h7s Eyes, as 
he was once in ours, Eſay 53. 3. if he have fo 
cheaply expos'd him for their ſakes, ro whom he 
denies any of thoſe intelleFual advantages, which 


difference 
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difference them from Beaſts. Thus wickedly cu- 


rious are we, that rather than converſe with wul- 
gar ordinary things, we create prodigies, put new 
forms upon him that is anchangeable, rob divinity 
of its moſt inſeparable attribute, and not only 4/- 
obey God, but reproach him. And then 'tis no 
wonder if that which affords ſo little g/ory to 
God, hath no more- good will for Men, and that 
which thus wars with Heavey, leave little peace 
on Ea#(h, Indeed if we will be building: our 
Pabels, nd thus aſſault Omnipotexce, 'tis but jult 
we ſhould have our /angeage confounded, and that 
that knowledge for which we boldly atrempt to 
rifleGcds cabinet, ſhould like the Coal from the 
Altar, ſerve only to embroil and- conſume the 
ſacrilegions invaders, Yer befides what 1s owing 
ro divine vengeance in the caſe, the thing has in 
it ſelf a proper, natural efficiency toward it ; 
for when ſo many men are engag'd in a vlind 
ſearch, 'tisnot imaginable they thould all 5#«mble 
uponthe ſame Notions, and ſuppoling themto 
fall upon variety, 'tis impoſſible but mens fond 
overweening of their own conceits and pertulant 
diſdains of others, will improve that variety into 
Oppolition, and that oppoſition into ſet and Solema 
Feuds. And God knows, the Church is tooet- 
tetively acquainted with this fatal gradation, and 
can experimentally atteſt the «happy propriety of 
thisſort of Curiofity towards the engendring of 

diſcord and confuſion. 
BUT beſides this higher rank of things 
which God hath ſet ſo much above us, yg” 
others 
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others of an /»/er/07 :ort, as much below us, which 
are concealed from us, nor for their ſublimity, 
but their «ſe/e/2eſs ; for as God on the une hand 
remembers that we are but fleſh, unable to bear 
the nearer approaches of adrwinity, an fo talks 
with us as once with: ojes tiuuugh a cloud : So 
on the other he forgets not that he br- athed into 
wu thehreath of life, a vital ative (pirit whoſe 
motions he expects ſhould own tne dignity of 
it&0r/2inal, and as it was it ſelf an emanation of 
the Eſſential Goodneſs, ſhould aim at only real 
and /olid good, and not evaporate and exhault its 
powers 1n max and impertinent purſuits, And 
upon this ſcore alſo, he has found it neceſſary 
to hide many things from us, not that they 
would dazle, but »iſempley our Eye ; not ſwat 
bw up our Underſtanding, but avert our At- 
tention, from what is inore important : Of this. 
fort are thole many thin aerial ſpeculations, the 
certain knowledge whereof would bring us no 
real advantage, maks us at all the wiſer to Sal- 
vation ; yet ſuch a valuedoes our i2quiſizive Na- 
ture ſet upon every thing for its being hid, that 
35 if our Life were bound up with thele Secrets, 
and all our Felicity dwelt in the Shade «f theſe 
receſſes, we purſue this ſearch with indefatiga- 
ble znduſtry, ranſack all corners with as great 
ailigence as the omar for ber loſt piece ot Sil 
ver, Luke 15.8. Andas it this were indeed the 
treaſure hid in the field, ſell a// that we have. lay 
out our whole ſelves upon the purchaſe, Indeed 
be that ſhall conſider —_ ſolemn — 

| there 
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there are upon the {l;ghteſt, and mconfiderableſt 
Subjets, with whar Advertence and concern 
Queſtions of this kind are *bandicd in the world, 


muſt wonder how men cart at once be fo ſerious: 


and fo trifling ; or that thoſe who canſay ſo much, 
ſhould not once ask themfelves ro what pur- 
poſe they ſay 4a»y thing. Yet what multitudes 
of men are there engag'd in ſuch caſes as this? 
When alas, the quarry is not worth half the 
toil, could it be gotten: | butt what So/omos fays 
of the lnggard, Prov. 12.27. that he roſteth wit 


that which he took in hunting, 15 true of the contra- 
CR theſe over-bufie ſpirits whoſe labour is 
K 


cir only reward, they hunt a ſhadow, and chaſe 


the wind; and when they ſtrain to their utmoſt 


ſpeed, there is ſtill the wonted Diſtance be- 
tween them and their aims ; all their eager pur- 
ſuits bring them no acqueft; but after they 
have traverſt fo much gromnd, traced all the 
mazes that learned Curiofity could contrive to 
perplex men, and ſtudied torhe wearineſs of the 
fleſh, if not tothe quenching of the Sp+rzr too,they 
are ſtill in the ſame ignorance from whence they 
fet out, and 'twere well if they were allo inthe 
fame aoubtfulzeſs : But the unhappineſs of it is, 
they acquire a confidence without any true ground 
of it ; and get ſuch a Knowledge as may prff ap, 
but not eazfre.. This was eminently exemplified 
in the Gnoſticks of old, whoſe vain Chimeras, and 
fooliſh queſtions, as the Apoſtle calls them, Tir. 3. g. 
paſt with them for ſuch a ſuperlative wiſdom, as 
gave ther Infolgnce to diſcriminate — 
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from others by that ſwelling Tzz/e, and monopo- 
lize the reputation of Science, which yet if we 
will believe the great Doctor” of the Gerriles, 
and he too brought- up at the feet of Gamalzel, 
the greateſt Rabbi of the Fews, was ſcience 
fallly ſo called. And God knows, they want 
not ſucceſlors in this as - well as in other par- 
ticulars ; men :are fo poſſeſt with their own 
Phancies, that they take them for Oracles, and 
think they ſee viſions; and are arrived to ſome 
Extraordinary revelations of Truth, when in- 
deed they do but dream dreams, and amule them- 
ſelves with the Phantaftick Ideas of a buſlie ima- 
pan . Yet would they only pleaſe theny 
elves 1n the deluſion, - the Phrenſie were more 
innocent ; but like the prouder fort of Luxaticks, 
they will needs be K zngs and Kelers, impole thetr 
wild conjettares for Lews upon others, and de- 
nounce War againſt all that receive them not. 
And this 1s that which makes the great combultt- 
on, and confuſion among us.; for while one man 
opines one way, another another, and each wilt 


obtrfude his opinion on every body elſe: 'tis int 


olfible but the conteſts thould be ſharp. and end- 
es ; for each man laboyrs unger a double Im- 
Patience, the oze of having his own notions re- 
xeed, the other of baving the quite contrary 
impos'd an: him ; and though 'ris true the rect- 


procelneſs of the Injury ought to allay the diſ- 


pleaſure at it, yet men ſo much more conſider 

what they.ſ#ffer than what they do, that every one 

cries out aloud of that hard mealure, which —_ 
Z' 2 
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ſelf offers without regret. And between winds 
fo contrary and (a fierce, 'tis no wonder if #orms 
ariſe ; and in ſuch Tempeſts has Religion fo long 
been toſſed, that it now needs the interpoſition 
of a divine Miraculows power, to keepit from fink- 
ing; foralas, theſe Skirmiſhes expire not with 
the firſt Propugners of the Opinions ; they per- 
haps began as /tng/e' Daellers, but then they toon 
get their troops about them, have their partiſans 
and abettors, who not only enhance, but entail 
the feud to poſterity. And indeed this propa- 
ation of Strife, both in theſe #rifling and the 
tormer more profound ſpeculations, is the moſt 
fatal circumſtance of the whole Caſe: Were it 
not for this, though we might have many Errors, 
we could have zo Se#s. And if the Church 
might be ſometimes wounded with the darts of 
fingle Adverfaries, yet ſhe could not be furroun- 
ded and beſieg'd with combinations and confede- 
racies, Some ſtragling Souldiers might prove 
renegadees, but they would not revolt in 7rops 
and /egioys, We ſhould not have ſuch nume- 
rous Parties, who with the greateſt violation of 
Chriſtian unity, denominate themſelves, not from 
the grand author and finiſher of our Faith; but 
from the fir broacher of their Idoli7'd opinions. In 
the mean time, 'tis a fad contemplation, that a 
little v4#n curiofity ſhould weigh ſo much, or 
the Churches peace fo little wth us: that we 
ſhould ſacrifice the one, to the ſarisfat7ion ſhall 
Efay, -or rather to the wherting and inflaming of 
the other. But 'tis a yet ſadder, that this ſhould 

chiefly 
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chiefly be done by thoſe whoſe earning enables, 
and whoſe profey;on ſhould devote to the moſt 
noble and molt profitable Studies; nay, have the 
higheſt obligations ro correct thoſe exorbitancies 
in others, which with ſuch ar and /abouy they 
propagate and teach. How wounding a ſpe- 
Qacle 15 it to ſee our greateſt Heroes like Hergu- 
les at the War thus degenerouſly employed, 
and to find thoſe who were by Chriſt delign'd for 
Sfpers of EMen, thus entertain themſelves like 
Children, with picking up Shells and Pebbles on the 
ſhoxe ; and which is yer more, unmanly wrang/ing 
about them roo. Jndeed at this rate, 'tis no 


wonder if they make the diſciples Complaint, We 


have travelled all night and have taken nothing, 
This ſure is ſo little the way to win Souls, that 
he whoſe buſineſs it is to deſtroy them, can very 
contentedly refer them to this method ; can 
gladly leave us all our nice and ſubtle que 
tions, upon the very ſame ſcore that one of the 
Gothick Commanders adviſed the ſparing of the 
Italian Schools and Libraries; Let us, lays he, 
leave them their Books, ghat whilſt they amuſe 
themſelves with ſuch folies, we may ſubdue them 
at our pleaſure. Ir is the ſaying of the Wiſe man, * 
There # a wiſdom that multiplieth bitterneſs ; and 
ſure if there be, a wiſdom acquired by rheſe cy; 


rious Enquiries, *tis of this ſort, like rhe Know- 


ledge of Good and Evil attained by our firſh 
Parents, which taught them to know the Good = 
only by its /oſs, and the Evil by its mare. - In- 
deed our to high, fp. Trafppanalng ſpeculations 
b 2 on 
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on the one hand, and our too trivial and unpro- 
fitable on the other ; are like the 7orrid and fri- 
27d Zone, the one conſumes us with 1ts hear, the 
other chills, and benumns us with its c9/d4; that 
turns us to Cirdeys, this to Ice. Theſe litth 
trifling Notions being too ſlight an exerciſe to 
keep hrar 'm our Chniſtianity, which not on 
exprefies but maintains its /ife by ſtrong and v1- 
gorons Mortions. And therefore between theſe 
rwo intemperate, God has provided us an habitable 
Ciize, T mean that middle rank of divine truths 
which. tend to practice. Here he would have 
 nsdwell and converſe, fix our thoughts and ſtn- 
dies: Nor need we fear that they are too dry 4 
ſubject for our contemplation. We ſee as deep 
Speculators, as ay now aſſume to be, found & 
far otherwiſe. David could entertain himſelf 
with the «Meditations of God*s Law ( not his hid- 
den Deerees or counſels ) at the dry,” Pſal. 119, 
97. | dlay, it ſeems, the Matter was fo copious 
and r:dn4z1t, that it could not be contin'd with- 
mrhat arrow boundary of Time, but invaded 
#ighr alt; forced him to defaulk from his reft; 
to beſtow on his meditations, I have thoupht 
thy Nzme, O Lord, in the night ſeaſon, and have kept 
y Law, Verſe 55. Neither is it 2 vain eyþence 
of Tirne, which itttms tempts ro; but gives the 
happieſt improvement; lands at that harbour tq 
which all rational ſtudies tend, * gives under- 
anding, Verſe dv makes wife the ſimple, Pal. 
Tg: 7. and this allo in-an eminent degree, ſuch 
2s ſet him above his teachers, and his _ 
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allo. Thon through thy commandments haſt mage 


me wiſer than mine Enemies, I have more un- 
derſtanding than my teachers, for thy teſtimonies 
are my Study, I am wiſer than the aged, becauſe 
I keep thy commandments, Pſal, 119, 98, gg, 
Ioo. Theſeare high and liberal Elogies of this 
divine ſtudy, and if any ſhall ſeek to divert. 
an unwelcome inference by ſaying that David 
ſpoke them only in pious raptures, that they 
were thetranſport of his Fea, rather than the 
eſtimate of his judement; we muſt reſolve the 
objector far removed from ſuch religious ex- 
ceſſes, and under the contrary _ ; yet the 
£4auſe will ſo well bear an appeal, that he may 
be truſted to conſult farther ; let him advile 
with Solomon, whole large deſires and .poſleſſi- 
ons too of wiſdom, muſt ſuppoſe him no ſtran- 
er tOits nature, and he will tell hum the very 
1ame, and that not in his devouter extaſies, but 
in his moſt compos'd ſedate temper, when he (0- 
'lemaly ſeats himſelf in his School, reads Erhicks 
to his diſciples, and profeſles his deſign of 
giving ſ«btilty to the ſunple, and to the youn 
man knowledge and diſcretion, Prov. 1. 4. For 
his whole book of Proverbs be ſcanned, the ſumm 
of it will be found to be nothing elſe bur an 
exhortation to the ſtudy of this prattick Wil- 
dom. Nay when his own «xderftanding was im- 
proved and advanc'd by experience allo, when 
he had not only begg'd but bought wiſdom, after 
he had given his Curidlity is full yabounded 
Range, compaſled the whole Univerſe, and exa- 
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min'd not only in coxtemplarion, but by ſenſitive 
experiment, whatever therein could pretend to be 
that good for the ſons of Men, Ecc/.2. 3. we tind af- 
ter ail this bulie inqueſt, he gives up his verdz in 
this fora; Fccl. 12, 13. Let us hear the end of the 
whole matter, F:ir God and keep his Command- 
meuts, jus th:s is the Whole Duty of May: And 
now methinks fo ſolemn a deciſion of the wiſeſt 
of Men. and he too inipir'd by the Omnilcient 
God, may te thought ot weight enough to ac- 
quieſcein. Yet ſince there are ſome who love 
not to weigh inthe balance of the Sanctuary, and 
that had rather receive Reſponſes from Delphes 
than from between the Cherubims : Let Guch at 
leaſt hear eventhe Heathen Oracle atteſting Ss- 
crates to be the wiſeſt man, hecaule he directed 
his ſtudies to the moral pare of Learning, which 
he did to fucha degree, as to dilparage all thoſe 
more 4tiry ſpeculations, which better'd not mens 
Manners, but were only 2cyw» Lop©-, 4 noiſe and 
clattering of Words, And Pythagoras his School 
det:nes Philoſophy, Cui: arbpurivy; x«bapory x; T6 
A«07nla, the cleanſing and perfetting of humane life, 
which two things are ſaid to be done, firſt by Yer- 

tue, whoſe buſineſs it is to remove 7 apereiay 
Taloy, the inordination of our Paſſons: Secondly, 
by Truth,which reftores So» «&'O., the Image and 
pourtraiftture of God, And lince this is the joynt 
ſuffrage both of Religion and Reaſon, why ſhould 
thoſe that-pretend to either defie both, and vain- 
Ty conſume themſelves in unprofitable ſearches? 
Why ſhould men wander to ſeck beggary and 
| emptineſs 
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emptineſs, who may with far leſs labour be ich at 
home? Alas, 'tis not bare &nowleage, how great 
or univerſal ſoever, that can poſleſs us of felicity. 
Were it poſſible tor us to have a window into 
Heaven, to ſee all the Divine ſecrets, yer that 


might be bur like the Rich mans proſpe into 


Abrahams boſom, while himlelf was 1n the bor- 
tomleſs pit. They are not only the groſs and sUite- 
1te Souls that muſt feed thole flames, rhe moſt 4e- 
riland Sublimatedare rather the more proper fuel 
for an #mmaterial Fire, and the knowledge we 
carry thither, renders us the fitter — 
him, who knew every thing but how to keep him- 
ſelf happy. Ir was at once the Obſervation and 
Wonder of Plutarch, that whereas God has le- 
veral incommunicable properties, as Power and Im- 
mortality, &c. theſe all men aſpir'd to, in the 
mean time neglected that of (Goodneſs, wherein 
he was wiking all men ſhould ſhare. And ſure 
there 1s' now caule of the ſame. complaint, we 
would have Omailcience and all parts of Divint- 
ty beſides the holineſs, yet alas, thoſe withour 
theſe would prove byr faral acqueſts, and that 
approach towards being Gods, would only make 
usthe more Devils. The only advantagious as 
well as poſſible way of Aſſimilation with God is 
by purity, and the means of that an Attentive 
conlideration of thoſe Divine revelations, which 
are to regulate our practice ; theſe at once diſ- 
pence /ight and warmth, dire and revive the 
Soul ; And if men would not exhale vapors to 
cloud and darken them, Eclple rhe cleareſt 
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Truths by azffice/ties of their own creating, ng 
mancould mils his way to Heaven for want « 
light, and yet ſo vainare they as to think they ob. 
lige the world by mnvolving it in darkneſs, asif 
their Mifs ſhould like that which Watered the 
new form'd Earth, Gen. 2.6. ſupply the place of 
the dewof Heaven. But certainly to all ſuchiq 
their profuſeſt liberalities, we need make ng 
other Requeſt than Dragenes did to Alexander, de. 
fire them only that they will not ſtand betweenw 
and the Sun, intercept its rays, and rob us of that 
which is infinitely better than any thing they:can 
give us. Werethns but obtain'd, we ſhould ſoon 
diſcern 'the inconſiderablenets of . thoſe thing 
whoſe effefts have been ſo fadly conſiderable to 
Chriſtendom ; thoſe many Ghwneras which we 
wrangle and fight zbout, would in this Sun-ſhine 
appear but Mozes that dance 1n the Air, ( though 
God knows as we manage them, they are the 
moſt luxurious Rebels to the Prince that rules 
there..) - Were but a.S. Pau/'s dodtrine throughly 
imbib'd, our Curious Arts, Tegfepya yeaunule, 
ſuperfluous unconcerning Fuazes,. would as it hap: 
pened, 4775 19, be ſupplanted ; and our devotiy 
if ſufficiently accended, would astheirs, burnu 
innumerable books:of this. ſort. And ſure asthis 
would be the greareff, {ſoit would be the moſt tri 
wmnphant Boxfire Chriſtendomever ſaw, as being 
not only an izdicatior, but a means of the vaghty 
growth, and in Cara of the- Word of - God 


which or vain Curioſities ſerve only ta impede 
and obſtruct, while they do as mightily advance 
diſſentions and animoſities amongſt men. - CHAP. 
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d6- UT beſides theſe two, there is a third Fo- 


menter of diviſions, which either for its 
hat | activity or ſucceſs muſt not ſublcribeto 
can | ather of them, -and that is Iztereſf. This is the 
von | great 14 to which the world bows: To this we 
Ng3 jy oor deyouteſt homage, give it not only our 
3, but our hearts; and as if the making us 
we | rich were a ſecond Creation, that could cancel all 
me | the obligations ofthe firff, we facrilegiaully en- 
wh | tile our prokit to all the -Prerogatives of a Crea- 
the | wr, give it at abſolute unlimited dominion over 
ws; allow -jt to preſcribe us all our meaſures of 
hly | good andeyil; to rule not only our Reaſox bur 
le, | dur Paſſjons 00, (a Soveraignty, alas, we wonld 
ap: | fever yield to our God ) and as if the giving us 
wm | ws were not Empire enough, we permit it to 
9p | impoſe Relzpro#5 allo ; for ſure they that obſerve 
ts | how great an'influence it has in Charch-affairs, 
+ | will conchade it goyerns' more than the jerwlay 
ng | part of the world. And indeed if we look back, 
ty | weſhall find*ris no novel wſwrpation, but though 
0 | yoid of other Title, has the Preſcription of muy 
de | wes, Divinity has long fince been made the 
Ce handmead of Policy, .and Religions modelled by 
dens *<'d : TY b-3b : conveni- 


$52 
conveniencies of State. The golden Catves be 
came venerable deities, when they were found apt 
to ſecure Feroboams Jealoultes: And Machiavel; 
policy, that States ſhould ſerve themſelves of Reli- 
ion, was 2 common practice long before 'twas his 
Rule. And this Example of Communities has 
Lezn tranſcrib'd by lingle Perſons. In the Old 
Teſtament we find frequent mention of thoſe 
mercenary Prophets, that turn'd the office into a 
trade, divin'd tor money, nay, ſomerimes for more 


contemprible hire, handfvuls of Barley and pieces of | 


Bread: Aud inthe New welee the ſame motive 
of Secular advantage'had force enough to turn an 
Eccleſiaftick into a Laick, make Dewas degrade 
himſelf, and deſert his Miniſtry, and as it thus 
ſopt his mouth from preaching the Tr»th, o it 
open'd thoſe of Orhers to divulge Errors. , Such 
Were hoſe pra _ F. —_ Feats 
Tit. 1. 11, Who ſpake things they ought not for filt 
lacres ſake. Lars = Go Apoſtle UA ac 
the moſt earneſtly againſt the love of money as the 
root of all evil, we find he fetches his proof of that 
Charge, from its having made men. erre from the 
faith, 1 Tim. 6.10. And'tis S. Peter's prediQti- 
on, that the moſt damnable Hereſies, even. the 
denying f the Lord that - bought them, ſhould be in- 
troduccd-by thoſe, who through . Covetoulnels 
ſhould make merchandize of their . Proſelytes, 
2 Pet. 2. 4.and ſure the event atteſts the preſage to 
have concern-d more than the Age immediately 
ſucceeding, there being none of - the ſubſequent 
which hath not jn fome degree afhifted its com: 
| Ng: ; pletion ; 
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pletion ; nor have we cauſe to wonder herear, 
ince 'tis obvious to diſcern the conjunction and 
&pendence between Covetouinels and Herelie. 
Forthe I1ch:ng ears, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, being 
an Epidemick diſeaſe, give fair opportunity to 
every Mountebank totry his Experiments, When 
men nauſeat O/d truths, becauſe rhey are ac- 
quainted with them, and embrace doctrines for 
the very ſame reaſon, they ſhould reje& them, 
even becauſe they are New : en they loveno. 
Teachers, but ſuch as thus entErtain them, and 
re bountiful to none but ſuch as they love ; there 
slittle doubt, but there will be Mzzts enough ler 
on work, when the Coizers can thus at once Famp 
ww opinioas for their Diſciples, and eMerey for 
themſelves : And God knows they are not a few 
ofour Diviſions, that have thence taken 6z:r:h. 
It will be needleſs to ravel far into the Records 
of Elder times, every mans memory will beable 
to ſuggeſt to him too many, and too pertinent 
inſtances. Upon which reflection *twill be too 
viſible, that much of ſome mens late pretence to 
Godlineſs was bur a real purſuit of Gain ; and the 
rew light ſerv'd to guide them to their neighbours 
Gffers : And probably many of our Diſputes had 
been ſuperſeded, had not the Authors foreſeen, 
that though they loſt the Queſtion, they ſhould 
pain what they more ſought. A few eſlays had 
diſcover'd how much the Populacy were pleas'd 
with Novelties, eſpecially ſuch as at once grartthi- 
ed their Levity and their Pride, by caſting ll re- 


letions on the thingsor Perſons ro whom they 
W owed 
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owned a reverence ; and the /iberal contributions 
ſuch Teachers met with, ſerv'd till to invite 
more /abourers into that work, where without 
the uneaſineſs of a long ExpeRation, their very 
feea-time was their Harveſt, and by ſowing Tares, 
they immediately reaped Gold: And 'tis no won: 
der if ſuch quick returns made them diligent at the 
trade, induſtrious to provide thoſe wares they ſaw 
they could pur off {& welt. And would to God 
we were ſecure, that this way of Traffick were 
yetat an end, for ſo long as theſe iritnal Mer- 
chants can thus impoſe on their creaulous Chapmen, 
make them buy one miſchief with another, and 
exhauſt their Eff«res to endanger their Souls, we 
mult not hope our di{ſentions will ever ceaſe, our 
flames ever be extinct, that have ſo much matter 
to feed them, and ſuch imporrunate blaſts to blow 
them up: | 

' BUT covetosſneſs 15 of too unlattable a nature 
to be contented with one way of ſupply, 'tis like 
the Sea, that receives the Tribute f all Rivers 
( though far unlike it in lending any back again) 
and therefore thoſe who have reſolv'd upon the 
thriving ſort of Piety, have ſeldom embarkt all 
their hopes in one bottom, nor ſo depended on the 
bounty of their Proſelytes, as to neglect other 
ways of praying for themſelves. They wanted not 
providence to foreſee, how uncertain a revenue 
popular benevolence is : That the ſame giddy and 
violent humor, which had opened their hands / 
wide, might by working another way cloſe them 
as faſt; or if their inclizations continued - w_ 
avHm es 
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diliries right fail; (a thing v ble tothoſe, 
who have Ba fuckers ) orif yy ns remain'd, 
yet that they were unlikely togrow in proportion 
totheir own appetites, and therefore found ir ne- 
«ary to have ſome other refetve ; and beſides, 
this way of flattering their willing bexefatfors out 
of part, contriv'd another of forcing their unwil- 
ing Neighbours out of all their poſſeſſons : So 
making the ſpoils of ſome mens hozeſty a richer 
booty than that of others folly. Hence Shibolerhs 
found out of Coyenants and Engagements,to give 
opportunity of deſtroying a difſenting brother ; 
by this Art a fat benefice became crime and witneſs 
too-againſt its Incumbent, and he was ſure to be 
worthodox, that was worth the plundering. Thus 
alas, has the A/ray of God been attended, or rather 
invaded by thoſe whoſe very approach was a gwilt, 
that qualitied them rather tolay hold on its horzs, 
than pretend to its ſervice ; for ſure that God, 
who has declar'd he hates robbery for burnt-offer- 
inz, cannot much affect Robbers for Prieſts. But 
this is a Theme ſo unpleaſant, Idelight not toen- 
large on it, and rather wiſh that the memory of 
t were ſo extinct, rhat tt might remain no where 
but in the penitential Litanies of the Offenders ; 
my deſign in the preſent refte&ion 1s: only to 
make it an evidence how much covetouſneſs pro- 
motes our contentions, which ſure is not more vi- 
ible any where than in this inſtance : For where 
there is a deſign of ſupptanting, that neceſlarily 
requires another of accuſing ; ( even Jezebel her 
felt projets not to ſeize on Naborhs Vineyard 
without 
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without a precedent Charge ) to comply with 
which neceſhity, not only the /ives and converſa- 
tions, but the dofrines and opinions of our moſt 
eminent Divines have been ſtrangely miſrepre- 
ſented, and when that proved nor fence ay, < to 
the reputation of their Oppreſlors, they have 
thought fit to change the Scexe, and to combate 
thoſe 9pintons in their true ſhape, upon which they 
could not ſo well faſten their diſex;ſe. I ſhall not 
here need to ſay with how much, or how little 
pretext of reaſon they managed thoſe Diſputes: 
'Tis enough to my purpoſe that ſuch Diſputes 
there were, and thoſe founded in the deſire of ac- 
quiring ſecular advantages, which ſufficiently 
_— Intereſtto be a potent Abettor of our quar- 
rels. | 

BUT God knows that is a truth of which the 

world affords fo many proofs, that we need not 
confine our ſelves to this little 4nple of it, or owe 
our convictions only to our domeſtick tranſactions ; 
if we look abroad we ſhall find it too often exem- 
_ Plified. The memorable d/fturbaxce given to the 
Church, as well as State of Germany by the 4n«- 
baptiſts, is a pregnant inſtance ; whole new or 
ion was but an expedient of inveſting rhemlelves 
in new poſſeſſions, and their ſecond Faptiſm bur the 
Solemaity of eſpouſing, not only the fleſb, but 
the wor/d alſo, which they had renounced in the 
firſt. 

AND would God they had been the only Sect 
of Men, whole doFrines were ſubſeryient to then 
mntereſts; for ſuch tumultuous and Phbeian 1s 
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jets, though like a /azd-floud they make great 
ſpoil at the preſent, yet toon fink again. Such 
avowed and exceſſive greedineſs devours it ſelf,and 
the inſtruments by which it wrought : ſo that the 
defeat of the ſecular Deſign, is commonly the 
routsng thoſe Opinions, which were formed for 
the-promoting it. But when the ſame* deſire has 
the advantage of a ſober guidance ; when Ava- 
rice puts on the Canonical habit, and twiſts it ſelf 
not only with the prafice of Men, but the do- 
trines of the Church ; when Articles of Religion 
ſhall be eſtimated by their profirableneſs, and Ec- 
clefiaſticks diſpute, as Lay-men fight for Money ; 
then alas, the miſchief ſeems faral, the diſeaſe ſo 
fixt and radicated, as at once diſcourages, and 
mocks the attempts of care. | 

THAT this 15 the caſe not only 1n a partt- 
cular and private Church, but that which al- 
ſumes to be the Univerſal and Catholick is too 
apparent. The one Poſition of the Popes right 


* | to diſpole Kingdoms, out-{trips all other prin- 


ciples of rapine : this 1s to drive a whole-ſale 
trade, when all other petty Merchants deal but 
for parcels: which'as it is a much bolder, fois 
it a more prejudicial attempt than the invading 
of private pollefſions, and theſe Duo gladii, the 
double armature of S. Peter, a more deſtructive 
Engin, than the tumultuary weapon ſnatchr up 
by a Fanatick : but ſure S. Veter's ſword though 
once raſhly managed by himſelf, was never de- 
ſign'd to arm his ſucceſſors to invade Kingdoms : 
This property of it ſeems rather to have been de- 
Aa rived 
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rived from the Pretoriaz fouldiers, who inlolently 
aſlumed the diſpoſing of the Empire, wherein 
they at the laſt arrived to that 7puaderce, that af- 
ter the Death of Pertinax they made oper port ſale 
of it, LY pips x4 &THPA W055 @TTEp X) TH 19 wikes xa" 
KnAiwy, in a baſe and ſordidmanuer, as if it had been 
of” common marketable wares: 1 cannot ſay the 
Court of Foe tranſcribes that indecent owning 
of the traftick ; but it has in other inſtances ſo well 
atteſted its good managery, that 'tis not very cre- 
dible, that Crowns and Scepters are conterred 
gratis, And to this ſo advantageousa Doctrine 
others bear proportion : Thole of Purgatory, In 
dulcences, and Supererogation, are ready inſtances, 
wherein the A4ſſertors themſelves ſeem to be una- 
nimous in nothing but in a joynt reference to 
profit ; for when they come to minute detiniti- 
ons they vary and difagree ; ſatishe one another, 
as little as their common Aztagoniſts: and there- 
fore in the Council of Trczt they prudently choſe 
in their decrees to propoſe the bare 47::cles backt 
by the Authority of the Church, and .inathemas 
ot the Council, as having by precedent aiſcuſ- 
xs of the points in their congregations diſcern'd 
the ſmall accerd that was among them!elves, 
when they deſcended to particulars. And indeed 
the Opinions were fo various as to the grounds of 
the Dodtrines, that one would wonder how from 
ſo differing premijes, they ſhould all infer the 
ſame concluſion; were it not that the conſpiration 
of Intereſt was too potent for the diverſity of 
Judgment. And ſure 'twas a ſtrange deference 
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was given to it, when in the matter of I»d«/- 
gences, there was ( by the Teſtimony of their own 
Writers ) four different Opinions, and yet all Ca- 
tholick: which moderation towards Speculative 
diflenters, compar'd with the great ſeverity 
againſt thoſe that oppoſed its Fradice, ſpeaks 
loud enough that the Orthodoxy of the point lay 
wholly in the Profirablezeſs; and that Lzther 
himſelf had been no Hererich, had he buſied hj 
ſelf only in ſuch diſquifitions, as impeded 
the 24ir of that Doctrine. Nor 1s this mere 
furmile and conjecture, for if we conſult the 
memorials of thoſe tranſactions, we thall find rhzs 
was the thing that molt alarm'd Rowe, put that 
Court in almoſt as great a commotion, as the birth 
of Chriſt did Heros : and accordingly in their pri- 
vate conſults, the cloſer Cabals of rhe Colledge 
the ſecaring this part of their invaded trealure 
was the grand deltberation, upon which account it 
was, that when 4ar/az ſhewed ſome Inchination 
to the reforming abuſes both in this and other 
inſtances, one of his Cardinals who better knew 
the entrigues of affairs, admonifht him againſt 
that unskilful piece of [»genn#y, not only from 
the example of his Predeceſſors, who were refo- 
lute never to confeſs Faults by ending them but 
by repreſenting to him, ©« That no reformation 
«could be made, which wonld not notably dt 
<« miniſh the rezrs of the Chnrch, which having 
«four foundations, the one Temporal, the other 
«three Spiritual, Indulgences, Difpenfations, 
« 2nd Collations of Benehces; no ene of them 
Aa2z « could 
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« could be ſtopped but that one quarter of the 
« revenues would be cut of What a reſem- 
blance this advice carries tothe oration of Ueme- 
trims to his fellow crafts-men, 4&s 19.25. I need 
not ſtand to demonſtrate, but while ſuch conſi- 
derations as this, bear {way in Church matters, 
where Profit ſhall be the Tozech-Zoze both for faith 
and manners, we are not to wonder if no gainful 
Texet be depoſited ; or Feace bought with that 
which in moſt mens e{teem 1s of tar more va- 

hue. | 
AND this is it which ominates ſadly as to 
our diviſions with the Komariſts, were our aif- 
ferences merely the product of Heat and Paſſion, 
they would like the ſmaller clefts in the ground, 
want nothing but a cooler ſeaſox to eement and 
cloſe them: but when they are thus form'd into 
an zztereſt, become the Del1gn not of ſingle per- 
ons or azes, but of corporations and ſuccej/ions ; 
the Breach ſeems like the ſciſſares and raptures of 
an Earthquake, and threatens to ſwallow all 
that attempt to cloſe it, and reſerves its cure on- 
ly for omnipotence. Indeed till ſpiritual and ſe- 
cular Concerns be reduced into their proper 
ranks, which are now mixt and confounded, the 
better to diſguiſe the prepoſterous ſubordination 
ofthe nobler to the interior ; till we have for- 
gotten the unhappy Chymiſry of turning all, even 
Keligion it ſelf into Gold, we muſt never hope 
toget out of the Furnace ; our flames will ſtill 
grow fiercer, and with this unnatural efe# to 
conſume not the Dyoſs, but the purer eMera/, In 
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a word, till men can ſever themſclves from their 
4varice and mean purſuits of gain, they will ne- 
yer ceaſe to ſeparate from their brethrex. For as 
the molt ſoveraign Balſams cannot cure a hurt 
while the arrow remains in the fleſh : ſo neither 
can the moſt pacifick Reweaijes at all avail, fo long 
as the ſame wor/aly 4zms,which made the wound, 

ſtill ſtick in it. | 
BUT in the mean time*ris a eMelancholick 
conlideration that Chriſtianity ſhould be by its 
Profeſſors thus unworthily proſtituted ; that the 
many various and oppolite Religions, for which 
we Grecalil pretend ſo much zeal, ſhould be bur 
divers ways to the lame irreligious End ; where- 
in our El/zers ſeem to reſemble thoſe in the Sto- 
ry of Suſazza, who when they meant to part 
with each other, yet did unawares meet by the 
impulſe of the ſame Luſt. We tind, it moved the 
patience even ofthe Lamb of Ged, to fee his Fa- 
thers houſe made a houſe of merchandize, though 
the Traftiek was for the furniſhing of Sacrifices : 
with what abhorrence muſt we think does he 
now behold thoſe, who drive ſo much a worſe 
trade in it: whoſell not accommodations for wor- 
ſhip, but the worſhip it ſelf to accommodate their 
intereſts, and do not only make Gain i the Tem- 
ple, but of it? Athing the facrilegious Rapine 
of our days has made literally true, where be- 
ſides the revenues, the yery fabrick and materiars 
of Churches, have been marketable ware ; Fur 
&45's goodhusbandry has been taken up, and ad 
quid Peraitto hec? put as the corzzon eMottg 
ER as} upon 
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upon every thing that could be {old tor ore, nay 
ſomerimes for /eſs than Three hundred pence, And 
as Dionyſius took away the golden beard from 
cAſculapizs, to refitie the indecency of the 
Sons having a beard when the Father had none : 
and F#iian robb'd the Chriſtian Altars with this 
mmpions Sarcaſm, oy Tous oueueow UTepnyTATaL q 
Magxx< vo;* that *rwas unfit the Son of Mary ſhould 
be ſerVd in Plate. $9 do men now a-days make 
themſelves regulators of holy things, corre& the 
maccorums of the Sanctuary, that they may rifle 
Its zreaſu;gs, Thus do we fee the Apoitles ar 
tion fadly verified, that thoſe who wilt be rich fall 
into Temptation, and a ſnare, 1 Tim.6, g. Such is the 
greedinels of a covetous appetite, that it ſwallows 
1ndiſcriminately whatever looks like prize, and 
rather than it want its prey, God Himſelf ſhall 
be robb'd. Nay, 'twere to be witht 1n this in- 
tance, that That were all ; but alas, he 1s mockr 
too, wed not only «rjuſtly, but contumelionſly ; 
we thus make him a property to our ſordid de- 
figns, and when he has profelt that he will nor be 
ferv'd together W ith e Mammen, we attempt that 
which 1s yet far more blaſphemous,and make him 
ay ſervice to him with whom he di{dains to ſhare 

it when paid by others. | 
- NEITHER is Covetouſneſs the only Vice 
that ſerves its intereſt upon Religion : bur as'tis 
rhade a fattor for that, fois it a cloak and diſguiſe 
for many other. Of this the 4s oh of pri- 
mitive Hereticks give ſufficient witneſs ; divers 
whereofas the A7col;tans, Ceriuthians, Carpocra- 
| F147sS, 
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t1ans, and Groſticks lee to have conſtituted di- 
ſtia&t lets 1n Chriſftiavity, only that they might 
introduce the moſt beltial parts of Heatherniſm, 
and pretended an aſſociation in Religioz, when in- 
deed it was in /z/f, How tar ſome of our modern 
Secs reſemble them in this Particular, I will 
not undertake to pronounce : though there want 
not thoſe who make ſevere, ahd not improbable 
Conjectures concerning it. But wherher that be 
the main deſign or no; 'tis certain both that 
wickedneſs, and many other find great ſhelter 
among them. He that brings re/o/urion to up- 
hold a Faction ſhall not miſs of Eztertainment, 
how many or how great vices foever he brings 
withit; and he thar is of a godly party, ſhall in. 
ſpight of the loudeſt Guilts be a godly man. So 
meritorious a thing 1s it in ſome mens account to 
be fad#ious, that it covers the multitude of ſins: 
hence it is that Criminals fo frequently fly to new 
Churches for San##ary: and *'twill ſtill be the 
concern of fuch to have ſo creditable a Refuze ; 
and therefore we are not to wonder if th Intereſt 
combine with the foxmer in promoting our Dilſ- 
ſentions. 

BUT alas, as it advances #hoſe, fo does it 
our 2xilt tov, that have more than one vile End 
to which we accommodate our Piety : and ſtill 
implies the greater 4ff702t ro-our God, by how 
many the more and balcr iztereffs we ſhroud un- 
der his Patronage. Alas, is it not enough, as Fob 
ſpeaks, to hide our iniquities in our boſoms, | but 
muſt we wrap them in the Fei of the Santtuary ? 

Aa 4 We 
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We read that Geats once lent a coverzxp for the 
Tabernacle ; but here by an impious Iaverſion, 
the Tabernacle muſt lend a covering tO the Goats : 
The moſt beſtial appetites be both concealed and 
preſerv'd under the Shadow of Religion. Plu- 
rzarch tells us that when Marcellus would have 
conſecrated a Temple joyntly to Honour and 
Vertue, the Priefts reſiſted it, ſaying, Two Gods 
dryelt not in one Church : and if their vain deities 
exacted ſuch a folemnity of Reſpe&, and would 
not be Inmates to oe” axother, can we think the 
true God will be content to be made {o to all our 
vileft luſts ? This 1s ſure the higheſt Contumely 
to the divine Majeſty ; and never could the abs- 
mination of deſolation more properly be ſaid to 
ſtand in the holy place than in th1s ſexce : for as the 
natures of thele Guilts are fitly expreſt by abomi- 
ation, ſo1s the effett of them by deſolation ; they 
having brought the molt fatal miſchiefs on the 
Church. | 

AN D now would Gad all that are concern'd 
in this guilt, would ſoberly ponder the weight of 
it, There are two things of which God has ex- 
preſt kimſelf peculiarly Tender, his hozour and 
his Gh#rch ; this is the invading him in both ; the 
expoſing the oze to Reproach and Contempt, and 
the other to Ruine and Deſtruction ; and doubt- 
leſs were there nothing of the former, this /ater 
alone muſt be ſadly accounted for. It remains 
yet a Character of infamy npon Achaz, that he 
troubled Iſrae/to enrich himſelf : and on Balaar, 
that be xot only loved the wages of iniquity, but 
| enſnared 
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enſuared the people in uncleanneſs: and ſure the 
ame with many aggravations belongs to thoſe, 
who by the like unworthy practice, have not on- 
ly rendred the Church a prey to foreigners, but 
made it ſo to zt ſelf; engag'd one part of it againſt 
another, till the whole is ſo waſted, that our 
Religion ſeerms now nearer extinction, than our 
quarrels about it. 


CHAP. XVL 


4 Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes; Fourthly, 
Paſſion. 


FOURTH grand contributer to our 
diſſentions is Paſſion, which being by 
God and nature placed in a ſubſerviency 
to reaſon, when it quits its proper FFation and 
aſſumes empire, it mult needs diſorder and ſub- 
vert not only the State of the Mizd, but of every 
thing upon which it has an Influence. I ſhall 
not here attempt any Philoſophical. diſcourle ei- 
ther of their zature or zumber ; all that concerns 
the preſent enquiry falls under one of theſe two, 
our /ove, or our hate ; and is either Kindneſs and 
Prepoſſeſſion, or Spight and Prejudice : For the 
firſt of theſe 'tis a thing which common experi- 
ence atteſts to be a moſt forcible corrupter of 
the underſtanding, which being by native right 
d&lign'd a Judge, is by this interrupted 1n its 


office, 
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office, not permitted to make thoſe impartial En. 
quiries,0n which a right ſeztexce ſhould be found- 
cd : But ( as it fares ſometimes with Magiſtrates 
in Popular inſurre&ions ) forced to give counte- 
nance tO its own v#olation, to own not its proper 
native dictates, but ſuch as are preſented to it, 
by the prejudicate Phancy. Andas it thus lays 
rettraint upon the ſuperior part ofthe Mind, keeps 
the anoakiag in fetters, ſo (to complete the 
inverſion ) it takes off all ties from the 7-ferior: 
Gives not only /zcexce, but citation to the other 
Paſſions to take their freeſt range, to a& with 
the urmolt impetuolity. And ſure there can no- 
thing more be requir'd, to render it a molt apt ix- 
Frument of Tumult and Confuſion. For when 
every opinion that is taken up, ſhall inſtead of 
reaſon and argument, arm it ſelf with heat and vis- 
ence, there can be no end of contending. And 
thetruth of this is, God knows, too ſadly diſcer- 
nible in our Church-controverfies, which derivea 
great deal of their warmth and bitterneſs from this 
Fountain. 

OF this prepoſſeſſion there are two Sorts, 
the one relating to Dettrine, the other to Per- 
fors ; by the brit I mean not a ſober conſtancyto 
thoſe principles which being firſt imbibed by 
education, are afterwards retain'd upon fad2ment, 
but an eager tezacity of Opinions, not ſo much 
upon Treth or Evidence, as upon a confus'd irra- 
tional kindneſs; a Platonick love of fome Do 
&rines merely for themſelves, and then making 
them the #azdaras, by which al! others are to be 
x RE. meaſured: 
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neaſured : And this kind of Prepoſſeſſion is no 
Stranger 1n the world, there being multitudes of 
men, who aflert opinions with all imaginable ve- 
hemence, who can give no better ground of it, 
but becauſe they like them: And as the wiler ſort 
chaſe a Tenet, becauſe *tis rivht, fo theſe con- 
clude 't1s 7/ght, becauſe they have choſe it. And 
having thus enamour'd themſelves of their Hele- 
xa, they expect all ſhould adore, nor can he eſcape 
the note of Prophanenels that refules. By this ab- 
ſurd partiality 1t 15, that ſome dot#rizes, which 
would themielves ill abide the Tef,_are become 
the Touch-Ffonxe both of Dottrines and\Men, and 
no Opinion or Perſon {an&ified which bears not 
this impreſs. I necd not ſtand to give inſtances, 
either of the Do&rizes or the unhappy influence 
this eſpouling of them has had on our difſentions ; 
but indeed this kind of Prepoſſeſſion is oftentimes 
the conſequent of another ; and this great vexera- 
tion of ſome Opinions is founded in the reverence 
of their Authors. - Men take up a confidence of 
the /carn1izg or ſanitity of a Perion, and then all 
his xotiozs are received implicitly, ſtrictly embra- 
ced, but not ſo much as ſlightly examin'd, 
and this admiration of mens Perſons, has in all 
ages been of huge miſchief to the Church, has 
nurſt up private Phancies into ſolemn publick Er- 
rors, and given an unhappy perpetuity to many 
Heterodox opinions, which would elſe have expi- 
red with their firſ# propugners. This ſeems to 
have been foreſeen by S. Paul, when he (o ear- 
neſtly exhorts the Corinthians againſt the _ 
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ing their Fazth to their ſeveral reſpective Teach- 
ers: But ſureI am, 'rwas ſadly experimented by 
the ſucceeding Chriſtians, who owed many of their 
diviſions to it. A pregnant inſtance hereof was 
the e Millennium, which in fſpight of its improba- 
bility prevail'd /ozg, and almolt #ziverſally againſt 
the 17uth upon the {trength of Author:ty. Papia 
a holy man and Scholar of S. Fohz, having deli- 
vered it, the effeexz of his Perſon canoniz'd his 
miſtake, and men chole rather to admit a dodFrine, 
whoſe unagreeablenels to the Golpel-Oeconomy 
rendrcd it {uſ{picious, than think an Apoſtolick man 
could ſeducerhem. And the force of this is yet 
more conſiderable, when *ris remembred that it 
found Proſehztes, not only among the Vulgar, who 
arc commonly flexible to any new Impreſiton, 
but among thoſe of a higher rank, men that were 
E2hts 1n their generation : Faſtin Martyr and Ire- 
#25 having own'd the Opinion, and intimated it 
to have been received by many others nolefs Or- 
thodox ; and it ſuch a ſeduction could prevail, fo 
early in thoſe purer times, before mens intereſts 
or ſpleen were adopted into their Religion, and 
begot voluntary errors, it I ſay. the mere reputa- 
to of a Teacher was then ſingly ſo operative; 
we cannot wonder at its efficacy in conjunction 
with thoſe aux:liaries, which worler times have 
brought in. What concurrence of thole there 
was 1nthe' ſeveral Hereſies, which after infeſted 
the Church, T ſhall not now examine, bur 'tis vi- 
ſible that many of them grew cooſiderable,chiefly 
from the fame of their Authors ; thus Tatiazus up: 
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on the credit of being F«ſti» «Martyrs dilciple, 
had an advantage to <ifſeminate his errors,” and 
not only his, bat thofe of Or:gen, Apollinaris and 
Novatus, gain'd abettors from the repured Ortho- 
lxy of the Perſons that propos'd them, who ha- 
ring aſſerted the Faith in ſo-e points, were qua- 
Iihed the more proſperouſly to oppole it in others. 
NOR has it been only the mithap of elder 

times to have felt the miſchiefs of ſuch prepoflel- 
lon ; the diſeaſe has ſtill advanced, and every day 
improved in worle eff, by how much men have 
more degenerated from primitive integrity ; {othat 
the eafte Proſelyte 1s now in danger, not only from 
the biindxeſs, but the treachery of his guide, and 
is often led out of the common road, as thicwes 
draw paſſengers into by-ways for the better oppor- 
tunity of robbing them : But 'tis not my preſent 
buſineſs to ſerd Hue and cry after them, to exa- 
mine what the intentions of thoſe /caders are,who 
miſguide their tractable admiring followers : *ris 
enough for my purpoſe to obſerve, that thoſe 
who fo deliver up themſelves in a blind aſſent to 
the dictates of any man, are in his power to be 
abuſed by him it he pleaſes : I ſhall Teave it to 
others, toeſtimate the probability that they ſhall 
not be actually fo: But certainly this may be laid, 
that theſe /atey ages have beyond all the former gt 
ven Opportunities of ſeducing to any that will uſe 
them. The one eftabliſht Doctrine of izfallibi- 
lity among the Romaniſts is eminent for its propri- 
ety that way, while under pretence of ſubmr//;or 
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the faith of the ignorant Vulgar reſolves it ſelf 
into that which they acknowledge moſt falible ; 
the Doctrme of their immediate Teachers. But 
indeed take it at the beſt, ſuch a perſwaſion is not 
only an error un 1t felf, and an apt foundation for 
innumerable others, but it neceſfarilf renders 
them incorrigible; the leaſt retraction of a »+- 
Fake being lo inconſiſtent with the claim of infat 
libility, that while they retain the oze, they muſt 
never attempt the «cher, nor can they. ceale to 
Erre, till they confels it poſſible they may do (o, 
How much more than poſlible that has been, the 
many Innovations of that Church ſufficiently 
witneſs; and conſequently the danger of preſu- 
ming upon the unerrablene(s of a guide. But 
wouldall that «pbraidit there, were themſelves 
ſecare from it, and that many did not in their pra- 
ice tranſcribe that decried dofFrine, and that 
too with the improvement of worle circumſtances, 
muſt call them worſe, by how much the probabr 
lities of Erring are greater under the extempora- 
ry conduct of a Private perſon, than the fixt rules 
of a community, and by how much again the vo- 
luntary enſlaving my ſelfis more exculele(s, than 
that which the principles of my Profeſſion, and 
con{equently a ſeeming obligation of Conſcience 
expoſes meto. And as ro the matter of Fact, 1 
think 'tis evident enough, that the admiration of 
mens Perſons is a ſpreading diſeaſe that has over- 
run Chriſtendom ; and though a great part of it 
inveigh againſt implicit faith, yet it it be through 
ly ſcanned, *twyill appear 'tis rather the obje# w- 
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the a7 we differ about. He that vehemently op- 
poles that homage to the Cenclave, will yet tame- 
ly pay it to a Clafſis: and hethat refuſes it there, 
yields it to the Votes of a Congregational Church ; 
or if he hold out againſt that too, yet chuſes to 
himſelf ſome privaze Teacher on which to caſt it: 
Like Micah, Fuadg. 16. Makes him a Teraphim and 
4 Prieſt too, for his private uſe ; and then confi- 
dently conſults his Uracle, and has nothing to do 
but believe its reſpoxſes. Nay, that which makes 
the matter yet more ſadly ridiculous, 15 that the 
very Oppoſition to oe Uſurpation makes them 
deliver themſelves up to azo:her. How many, 
when they have heard a Preacher rail tiercely at 
the Pope, have preſently made him 7hezrs, and 
ſuppoſing that Zeal an indication of a ſafe guide, 
have given him as abſolute 4 rule of their Conſci- 
ences, as that he exclaim'd againſt ( perbaps En- 
vied )elſewhere: And the like inſtances might 
be given among our other diſſenting parties. And 
this has taught ſome Seducers a lucky artifice, 
made them obſerve to what opinions their Proſe- 
lytes had the greateſt averſion, and by comply- 
10g with their azgey ſo ſteal away their /ave, that 
they might after lead them to what they p/eas'd, 
yea, perhaps tothat which they ſo much aeteſted : 
For there want not examples of fome, who have 
by back ways been brought to thole Opinions, 
which at firſt they moſt detied. What have been 
the artemprs or ſucceſs of the Emillaries of Kome 
this way, I ſball not pronounce, though ſome 
not improbably ) ſpeak them grear. 
( FOO (hams ow 
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FR OM this blind and paſſionate eſteem: of ſe- 
veral Teachers have flowed many pernicious conſe- 
quents, particularly thoſe diſtin& Appellations, 
which form differences into Sets, many of which 
expreſly own this original, by bearing the names 
of their firſt Authors, T might here put themin 
mind, that they are legitimate perſons, whom 
our Law directs to write with an alias, and ask 
them, Whether the Church from their ſuperinduced 
name, has not cauſe ſoto repute them, But Iam 
fure I may with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs ſay, that 
this practce 15 tothe great violation of Chriſtian 
unity, and reproach of Chriſtian profeſſion, 
which ſeems to be abandon'd and dilown'd by us, 
who inſtead of denominating our ſelves from gþe 
Author and finiſher of our Faith, find out new Pa- 
trons, as1it we we aſham'd of our firſt Relation. 
Alas, how is the title of Chriſtian, which was (0 
gloriows to the Primitive owners, that they gladly 
bought the occaſion of boaſting it with Torments 
and Death, become ſo deſpicable to us, that every 
the obſcureſt name is courted to ſupplant it! 
Have any of our Ido/iFed readers bought their In- 
tereſt in us ſo dear as Chriſt has done, why then 
are we rather ambitious to be accounted their 4e- 
pendants than his? *Tis the Apoſtles own argu- 
ment, I Cor, 1. 13. when ke refutes their facious 
cneituling themſelves to Pau/and Apollo, &c. by 
asking them if Paul were crucitied for them: And 
indeed he there ſays ſo much upon this point, that 
I need only refer the Reader thither to learn, ei- 
ther the #reaſonableneſs of this Schiſmatrical zeal 

for 
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for our ſeveral Teachers, or the inevitable conten- 
tions and animoſities which ſpring from it; only 
let me-obſerve, that every of his Arguments are 
more preſſing upon «s, than on the Corinthians ; 
thoſe taken trom the unreaſonableneſs ſure are, by 
how much the zames we fo adore are leſs vene- 
rable than thoſe of Pau/and Cephas and Apollo, and 
thoſe from the conſequencies are fo alſo. For 
thoſe Teachers were induſtrious to prevext, 
whereas ours commonly are no leſs bulie to pro- 
mote contentions on their behalf, and ſo we are 
more aſcertain'd never to want them. 

BU T beſides this ki-der prepolletſion rowards 
ſome mens perſons, there is another ©: a diflerent 
nature, a ſiniſter one. I mean prequaice and diſ- 
guſt ; and this has done no leſs harm in Eccleſia- 
{tical affairs than the former. Men take up piques 
and 4iſpleaſures at others, and then every opinion 
of the diſliked perſon muſt partake of his fare,and 
be engaged in the quarrel: Nor will thole that are 
enemies ever allow one another the honour of be- 
ing in the right: Nay, ſome have been {o per- 
verſly -:alicious, that they have given up their 
underſtandings to their ſpleen, forlaken an Opini- 
on themſelves approved, only that they might 
find matter of conteſt with one they maligned. A 
memorable inſtance of this Socrates gives in his 
Eccl, Hiſt. in Theophilus Biſhop of Alexandria, 
who having formerly atteſted the Orthodox be- 
lief, that God was incorporeal ; yet upon a iud- 
den indignation againſt Dzoſcorus 8& his brethren, 
who maintained the Tenet, he embraced the con- 
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trary Hereſic of the 4zthropemorphites, that ſoun- 
der the Colour of a difference in fa#h, he might 
the more advantageoully purſue his alice ; and 
the Effects of it were yery, Tragical, not only to 
privaze perſozs in Tumult and Bloud-{hed, but to 
the Church by reviving ghar Error, which was 
before near expiring, and might as Socrates af- 
firms, have lain in the duſt, had it not been thus 
awaken'd. And indeed in Church-itory ſcarce 
anything occurs more. frequently than examples 
ofthoſe, who upon private grudges have either 
begun or fomentecd Hereſtes and Schiſms. Thus 
Marcioz being denied the Communion of the Ro- 
an Church, having before by a ſcaxdaleus crime 
been cut off from his own, he reveng'd himſelf 
by publiſhing his deteſtable doftrize: In like man- 
ner Mz/etius upon a di(plcaſure at Peter Biſhop of 
Alexenaria, firſt ſeparated from the Church, and 
after took part with the 4r:ans: So allo Lucifer 
incenſed at Enſebiss for not approving of his 
Ele&ting Pax/zs to the See of Antioch, broke 
Communion, and gave both riſe and denomina- 
tion toa new Sec, Thelike is laid of Ypollinars, 
that he was excited to the broaching his Hereſie 
by his impatience of the Excommunication 1in- 
flicted on him and his Father, by Theodetus Biſhop 
of Laoaicea ; and leveral others might be given 
to the ſame purpoſe, out of the Records of thoſe 
frlt Ages. 

AND certainly the World ſeems not to have 
fo much improved in meekreſs lince, as that we 
fhould think the ſame principle 1s not til! . as 


active ; 
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attive-; and if the Task were not more envious 
than hard, many recent inſtances might be given 
to: Parallel the former, eſpecially of ſuch as ha- 
ving juſtly ſmarted #»der the ſtroke of Eccleſiafti- 
cal diſcipline, have ſought to revenge themſelves 
both ox zt and the inflittors, by Factions and Tu- 
mults ; ſomaking the pablick at once cloak the 
Infamy, and bear the charge of their particular 
rancors. But this 1s a Subject neither grateful nor 
neceſſary to be more diftin&ly ſpoken to. One 
may however in thegeneral ſay, that where theſe 
private Animoſities are any thing violent, they 
uſually beat down all Confideration of publick 
good, Hiſtorians obſerve of Themiſtocles, that he 
always thwarted the Counlels of Ariſtides, not 
that he thought it the Intereſt of the Common- 
wealth, but his own, to keep down the growing re- 
putation of his Competitor: And I tfear that envt- 
ous artifice has been too often tranſ{crib'd, as well 
in Ecclefiaſtick, as in Civil TranſaGtions: No de- 
triment is thought ſo formidable to a malicious 
mind, as the proſperity of his Adverlary ; and pub- 
lick Ruptures ſhall ſtill be allowed to widen, till 
they (wallow up the whole, rather than he will 
clole with his Antagoniſt. The Hiftory of the 
Scottiſh Church gives an appoſite Example of this 
ina ruling Presbyter, who being by King Fames 
advis'd with about the readmitting Maxquels 
Huntley, and preſt with the preſent exigencies of 


Church and State, which requir'd it, gave his 


final anſwer in theſe terms. Well Sir, I ſee you re- 
ſolve totake Huntley in favour, if you do, I will op- 
Bb 2 poſe 
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Vert es\ La 
poſe it, chuſe whether. you will loſe him or me, for both 


you canztt have, Some may think the greateſt 
propriety of this inſtance lies to ſhew the z»ſolexce 
of that. Tribe towards Mijeſty ;, but howeyer 
'tis not impertinent to. the matter in hand alſo; 
and ſhews how light the greateſt 'publick concerns 
are, when malice 15 the counterpoize: And indeed 
the Nzturaliſts experiment, that flame will not 
mingle with flame, 'never juſtifies. itſelf better 
than when applied to minds thus accended, which 
however they may meez in mutual flaſhes, can 
never #xite and zxcorporate : The ſadnels of it is, 
that they ſhould only conſpire to: common waſta- 
tion, and make the Church it ſelf a burnr-offer- 
' THUS fatal have our ſeveral forts of prepoſ- 
ſeſſions been to our Religion, for as if that were 
the common Enemy, our moſt diſtant contrary 
Atte&ions, our /ove and our hate equally annoy 
it ; thoſe brutiſh parts of us our Paſjons, which 
like the beaſts under the Law, were never to be 
brought into the Temple, but for ſacrifice, are 
ow tound there upon a far differing account, not 
:0 be /{aiz, but ador'd ; like the eAfZ2ypriar Iſis and 
ſzri, enſhrin'd to receive our Devotions, for 
that the Zeal we pretend elſewhere is really paid 
$0 them, 1s alas, roo manifeſt, 
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A Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes; Fifthlz, 
Zeal. 


O theſe ſeveral cauſes of our diſtractions 
we may add another, which though in its 
original it may {eem more zznocent, yet is 

in 1ts conſequents no lels pernicious, and that is a 
miſtaken Leal, which as it 1s fire to all about it, 
ſo is it wind to it ſelf, fans and irritates its own 
flames, and by a contidence that 1t does well, ga- 
thers {t1]] freſh vigour to do wore, How great the 
force of ſuch an Erroneous per{walion 1s, we may 
collect from our Saviours premonition to his Dit- 
ciples, when he tells them, that thoſe who kild 
them ſhould think they did God ſervice ; andif Mur- 


der, and that of Apoſtles too, could by the eMa- 


zick of blind Zeal be to transform'd, we muſt not 
wonder to find other Crimes ſo too. And what 
Chriſt thus foretold was after eminently exempli- 
fied in S. Paul, whom the Holy Writ repreſents 
under all the Phraſes that may denote a virulent 
perſecutor, As breathing out threatnings and 
ſlaughter, making havock of the Church, and in 
his own words,  Perſecuting that way unto the 
Death, and being exceedingly mad againſt them ; 
and all this he did being Zealous towards God, 
and out of a perſwaſton that he ought to do many 
things contrary to rhe _— of Feſws, as we tind 
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in his Apologie to his country-men and King Agrip- 

pa, Aits 22.2, 826, g. | 
AN D ofthe abettors of thoſe Novel doctrines 
which after-times produced, we have reaſon to 
think many were of this Sort, eſpecially in thoſe 
Hereſies, which though they carried ſecret we- 
zome 1n them, had yet a plauſible appearance of 
Sanctity and Devotion; tuch was that of the 
Encratites, which ſeem'd to be founded in the 
veneration of two great Vertues-Cortinence and 
Temperance, though by extending them beyond 
the due limits, they loſt that Sobriery they too 
{ſtrictly embraced, and became #oraznate intheir 
Continence, and exceſſive in their Abſtinence: 
Such again were the Euchite or Meſſalians, who 
made the whole buſineſs not only of 7e/ig:0 but 
even of life to confilt in praying ; and though by 
it they evacuated all other ends of both, yer ha- 
ving the /etter of a Precept, and the pretexce of 
Devotion on their ſide, 'twas a proper bait for 
thoſe who had much Zeal and /zttle. Knowledge. 
In like manner the Nowatians Herelie had fo glo- 
rious an inſcription of Purity, as was very apt to 
attract well-meaning Souls; who ſeeing it bid 
ſuch expreſs defiance to Apoſtaſie, could not ſul- 
pect that it was it ſelf any defei#ion from the 
faith; and accordingly ſome of that Set ap- 
proved their conſtancy in times both of Feather 
and Arian perſecutions. Nor muſt we be {o un- 
charitable to the modern times, as not to believe 
many have acted upon the like Principles, and 
meant truthand piety, eyen while they actually 
promoted 
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promoted the contrary. But how ſincere ſoever 
the purpoſes of ſuch ſeduced Perſons were, yet 
'tis evident the Church has ſuffered no leſs by 
them, than by the more crafty deſigners: their miſ- 
guided piety has made as great and incurable Rup- 
tures, as the moſt flagitious blaſphemies of others. 
And when a rezt 15 once made, it matters little, 
whether it were done by error malice; nay; 
perhaps as to the hopes of repairing, the former 
may be the more deſperate : for whereas he thar 
knowingly commits an Ill, has the Upbraidings of 
his own Conſcience towards his reducing ; thele 
on the other ſide have its Cherifſhings and Excon- 
7agements, to confirm and animate them. And 
doubtleſs they are great advantages which Satan 
has in all ages made of ſuch Perſons, whom he 
ſeems to have deluded in the ſame manner, that 
Medea is faid to have done the daughters of Pe- 
leas, whom ſhe perl[waded to hack their aged F4- 
ther in pieces, in hope that by her Magick, he 
ſhould not only recover /fe but youth: fo theſe 
rend and tear their Mozher the Church, out of a 
hope no leſs deluſive, of reſtoring her priſtine 
beauty and vigour ; how far the event parallels ir 
alſo, the dying ſtate of Chriſtianity does too ſadly 
teſtifie. 

MOR has it only been the Heat of Erring 
perſons that has been thus miſchievous, but ſome- 
times mer of right judgments have too much con- 
tributed to the breach of Unity, and the intem- 
perate and imprudent Zea! of theſe hath ferv'd ta 
exaſperate the miſtaking earncfineſs of the __— 
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this happens ſometimes for want of diſtinguiſh- 
ing between the Eſſentials and Circumſtantials of 
Religion, and ſo looking upon a miſtake in the 
later with the deteſtation proper only to the per- 
verting of the former ; by this means thoſe who 
haveentirely embraced the ſame fazrh, have yer 
violated charity and broken communion: ſuch 
*Jight z2innte differences when managed by eager 
Spirits being eaſily blown ; into ſolemn and 
laſting contentions ; (0 that the Diſputes rais'd 
about ſome pzz or ail of the Temple, have ſome- 
times ſhaken and endanger'd the whole Fabrick, 
robbed the Church of that fraternal unity which 
was its faſteſt cement, and ſureſt ſupport. Of 
this we need no more apt inſtance from Antiquity 
than that which has been already mentioned upon 
another occaſion, I mean Vidors unbrother-like 
Heatttowards the Eaſtern Churches in the con- 
 troverſie about Eaſter, which had fomented that 
Difference into a Schiſm, which the meeker Pic- 
ty of his Predeceflors thought no ground of »»- 


kindneſs, much leſs of Separation, as lreneus more 


at large tells him ; And probably had men in all 
the ſucceeding Ages deliberately poz7'd the Er- 
rors they oppos'd, and proportion'd their Dit- 
pleaſure but to the juſt weighr of them, many of 
our 4:ſputes would have been fo calm'd, that they 
ſhould never have become. quarrels. But many 
in this particular have only us'd the Toxch- Fore, 
not the Scales: and of Opinions: that are er- 
roneous, Conſider not which are more or leſs per- 
nictous, but with an equal violence fly at all, as 
| it 
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if the Szozcat opinion concerning Szizs had pre- 
vail din Errors allo, and that all were reſoly'd to 
be of the ſame lize. 

BUT even in thoſe of the higheſt kind it may 
perhaps be doubted,whether #00 eager an oppoſition 
have not ſometimes done 472, eſpecially in thoſe 
Doctrines which relate to' the yſterions parts of 
Religion, wherein a zovelty is at firſt lookt upon 
with ſome horror, and many are willing rather 
to condemn in grols than nicely to examine : Who 
yet when they find this done for them by Orthbe- 
dox perſons, they think they may with ſuch a 
guide venture to wade into the queſtion, where 
many times the »ſizuations of Error are fo ſub- 
tile, that all their Aztidotes ſecure them not from 
infeftion, but they are themſelves captivated 
where they expected only to triumph. Neither 
want there thole of the Vu/{zar that are of a more 
inſolent temper ; and out of a vanity of making 
themſelves Ampires between learned men, gree- 
dily read the writings of both Parties, who yet 
are able to make no ſolid judgment of either ; and 
when 'tis remembred how many popular artifices 
there are to byaſle- ſuch perſons, we muſt con- 
fels that T7#th hath many to one Oaas againſt 
her: Beſides, publick argning oft ſerves not only 


"to exaſperate the minds, but to whet the Wits of 


Hereticks, and by ſhewing them the weak parts of 
their Doctrines,- prompts them to rally all their 
Sophiſtry to fortifie them, that what they want of 
truth and reaſon, may be ſupplied with fallacy and 
little colours; and Experience ſhews how fitly 
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that kind of Logick is accommodated to the 
greateſt part of the World. In ſhort, it ſeems 
not improbable, that many Hereſies owe much 
of their growth tothe improper means of eradica- 
tixe them: and have acquir'd a repnrtation fron 
the Fir that was made about them. Thus So 
crates tells us that Alexanders letters about the 
Arian Herelie ſerv'd to ſcatter that peſtilent in- 
tection the more abroad, and combin'd men into 
parties, ſo that the whole wor/d became the 
Scene of that long Tragedy, which poſſibly 
might have had a ſhorter and better iſſue, had not 
the _—_— the Controverlie been fo early dt 
iperlt. | 
'B UT ifthe Attempts of the Pez have often 
proved fo unfit, it may be conlider'd whether 
thoſe of the ſwordare not more ſo, and fighting 
be not a worſe expedient than difputing : and cer- 
fainly we have great reaſon to conclude in the 
affirmative, if we weigh either the Injuſtice, or 
Unreaſonablenels of it. I know there want not 
thoſe who have thought the propagating Relt- 
zion by Arms not only /awful but meritorious, and 
that in order to the planting it in a Nation, the 
| ſoil may be mellowed with the {od of the Inha- 
bitants ; nay, theo/dextirpated, and ew Colo- 
nies planted. But we are to remember that as 
God 1s the «xiverſal Monarch of the World, fo 
We have all the relation of fe/ow-ſnbjeits to 
him, and can pretend no farther juriſdiion 
over each other, than what he has delegated to 
us: and (ure *twould be hard ta produce any com- 
En. | miſſion 
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miſſion from him for the invading a Nation only 
becauſe 'tis not of our Faith. *Tis ſure, thoſe to 
whom he fir{t entruſted the promulgating of the 
Goſpel had far different inſtruttions, _ 'twere 
fit our zew Ewvangeliſts ſhould ſhew their /ater 
inthority for this languinary Method ; in order to 
which though ſome have made uſe of the Opini- 
ww of ſome School-men, that dowsznion is founded 
is Grace, yetas that 15 but an Opinion, ſo were 
it admitted as the moſt certain Truth, it could 
never warrant any enterprize of this kind, for 
ſuppoling that a people by wanting ſpiritual 
Bleſſings did lole all cheir right to texporal, yet 
that Forfeiture muſt devolve only to the Su- 
preme Lord, and when as God in another caſe 
asks, where is the bill of divorce ? Eſay 50.1. fo 
we may demand of theſe zealous Invaders, where 
is the b:ll of aſſignment, by which that right was 
transferr'd to them ? In ſhort, peace is the moſt 
valuable bleſſing of humane lite, and we cannot 
without injuſtice deprive man of it, though we 
could as we pretend, give them 7ruth in licu of 
it ; for maugre the Proverb, that Exchange will 
#1 be robbery, where the parties are compell'd to 
make it. Burt alas, *'tis a vain imagination to 
think that Religion can be thus impos'd: or 
that we can bind the underſtandings and wills of 
men, with the ſame fetters wedo their bodies ; 
tis true indeed the Apoſtle tells us there' is a way 
of bringing every thought into Captivity to the obe- 
aience of Chriff, but hetells us withal that the 
weapons, by which that Victory 1s atchieved, are 

not 
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not Carnal, 2 Cor. 10.4. Indeed did Religion con- 

fiſt only in ſome external conformities, external 
force might bear ſome proportion to it ( which 

perhaps 1s the cauſe tharthe one is moſt us'd by 
thoſe whoſe religion is molt eminent for the 
other ) but 'tis ſeated in thoſe faculties to which 
outward violence can have no accels. Alas, 'ris not 
whole Armies can beliege my reaſoz,nor Cannons 
batter my will, 'tis conviction not force, that mult 
induce Afﬀent ; and ſure the Logick of a con- 
quering Sword has nogreat propriety that way; 

Szlence 1ndeed 1t may, but convince it cannot : Its 
efficacy rather lies on the other fide, breeds 
averſion and abhorrence of that Religion, whoſe 
frſt addreſs is in bloud and rapine : Nor do ſuch 
attempts gain any thing to the Cauſe but the is- 
famy of thole rigours which are us'd to promote 
it. And ſure ſince this piece of Mahumetan 
Zeal has been tranſplanted into Chriſtendom, it 
has been much more miſchievous than 1n its na- 
tive foil. Chriſtianity having been infinitely 
more oppreſſed by thole that thus fought for it, 
than thoſe that were in Arms agaizftit. Whe 
ther upon this ſcore the Pope have not done her 
more harm than the T»rk, I leave to conlideratt- 
ON. 

BUT 'what is here ſaid of the mi/:tary Sword, 
T intend not ſhould be applicd to the Cl ; for 1 
treat not hereof thoſe legal puniſhments, which 
Maziftrates inflict upon their dilobedient Sub- 
jects ; who indeed may j»/tly, nay 4ndeed muſt xe- 
ceſſarily requixe Conformity to Eccleſta/?ical laws, 
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as well as the Civil: the: Eruptions in the oze 
commonly overflowing the other allo, and Schiſm 
ulually ending in Rebellion; fo that. *'tis appa- 
rently their intereſt to guard themſelves from 
thoſe riotous effe&ts of pretended zeal ; nor 15 
leſs their duty, they being as the Ancients ex- 
preſs it, Cuſtodes ntrinſque tabule 1n S., Paul's lan- 
guage, the miniſters of God, Rom. 13. and in Con- 
Hartines dialed, Emioxoro: TEess TH £=wy Eiſhops 
in the whole outward adminiſtration of the Church, 
and if Hereſie or Schiſm be aſi, are by their pla- 
ces obliged to approve themſelves avexgers ; to 
execute wrath.no leſs there, than 1n other cir- 
cumſtances : And that they are ſins and of no 
[mall bulk, none can doubt that obſerves Hereſie 
ranked, Gal.5. with Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, 
Murders, and other fins of the fleſh ; or Schi/zz 
markt out by the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, as a 
kind of petrifying crime, which induces that 1n- 
duration, to- which the fearful expectation of 
wrath is conſequent, for ſo we find, Hev. 10. 26. 
that forſuking the aſſemblies 1s lookt on as previous 
to Jpoſtaſie and final defettion : And theretore 
ſure the Magiſtrate can do nothing kinder even to 
the Offenders than by taking their {in early, pre- 
vent that fatal growth of it. Bur that his juſt 
power thus reſcued, I may aſſume my former al- 
{ertion, and conclude, that all other Violences 
are ſo far from advaxcing Chriſtianity, that they 
extremely weaken and diſadvantage it. 

BUT of no ſort is this more eminently true 


than of thoſe popular heats, where the People un- 
dertakes 
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dertakes to chaſtiſe error : for beſides that the our 
rages then committed are very apt toavert men 
even from truths which they ſee fo barbarouſly 
defended, it often happens that the »»ultitude take 
cenſleſs alarms, and think their Faith is invaded 
when it 1s not. A memorable inſtance of this kind 
Emnzgrinas gives in his Eccl. Hiſtory, where hetells 
us that the Emperor A4za/taſius having added to 
the Triſegium this Clauſe, Who was crucified for ous 
Salvation, the whole City of Conſtantinople was in 
an uproar, upon an ignorant jealouſie that thoſe 
words had ſome Heretical meaning 3 in whichfv- 
ry they happening to light upon a poor filly Mozk, 
they immediately kill him as the I-veztor of that 
clauſe, and a corſpirer againſt the Trinity : So un- 
happily abſurd are the Tranſports of wild zeal, 
which where it rules, does beſides the direct miſ- 
chiefs of Tumult and Sedition create others at the 
rebound, which are more permanent, and diſcom- 
pole and embitter mens ſpirits, and render them (0 
ambitiouſly greedy of quarrels for their Religion, 
that they are not only prepar'd to receive, but to 
ſeek Encounters : and 'tis too ſure they can never 
be wanting to perſons of ſuch tempers, ſince the 
adverſaries of Truth cannot have more advantage 
or Encouragement againſt it, than this wxpeact- 
able humour of thoſe that profeſs ir. 

BY theſe ſeveral ways has it come to pals, 
that even that zeal which ſhould be the /ife- of 
Chriſtianity, is become its diſeaſe; and Re/igios 
like a-He#ick body is conſum'd by its own heats, 
if at leaſt I may call thoſe its own, which de 
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rive not from its proper and native conſtitution ; 
but are the accidents of its declining ſtate: for 
how conhdently ſoever men pronounce of them- 
ſelves, and beheve that they are then moſt pions, 
when they are moſt eager and wnguiet ; yet 'tis 
lyurethis 1s far removed from the true gens and 
temper of religion, which like the God it wor- 
ſhips, makes its approaches not in winds and 
Earthquakes, but in the Fill ſmall voice, 1 Kings 
19. 12. And when'tis conſider'd, that the greateſt 
part of the Evangelical Law is made up of precepts 
of Meekne(s, Long-ſuffering, and Condeſcenſi- 
on ; we muſt conclude that zca/ very prepoſterous, 
that pretends to' obey by v1/ating them ; or to 
eſtabliſh Religion by #ndermining the moſt eflen- 
tial parts of 1t:. and to perſons under that mi- 
{take, we may moſt properly apply the reproof gi- 
ven by Chriſt to his Diſciples upon the ſame oc- 
calion,You know not what manner of Spirit you are of. 
I'T will therefore become men to look with 
Featoufie on themſelves in this particular ; » not 
too confidently to purſue every Incitation which 
carries a ſhew of Piety ; but ſoberly to weigh 
how it agrees,with the Rules and Oeconomy of 
that Goſpel fe which it pretends ſo much con- 
cern ; forthough the rrue Chriſtian Zeal can ne- 
ver be too much cheriſhed ; yer alas, 'ris not 
every warmth we fcel about Religion that can 
own that Title ; and ſure we do not more often, 
or more fatally miſtake any thing than 1n apply- 
ing that venerable »ame to things of a far inferior, 
nay ſometimes of a contrary nature. How often 
upon 
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upon this Error, have men aſcrib'd that to their 
piety which they- owed to their complexions, and 
thought 'twas their re{;g/o0z made them Earneſt, 
when 'twas merely their conſtitution: Nay, how 
often has Saran taken this advantage of trans- 
forming himſelf into an Angel of light, and infinu- 
ating hs illuſions under this diſguiſe. And trul 
they muſt {till be liable to. both theſe deceits, 6 
long as they place the efſexce of Chriſtian zealin 
heat and eagerneſs.” Tis true indeed it has its hears, 
but actuated in a far different way ; it has flames 
of Love, not of Axger; to.melt, not conſume our 
Enemies ; and makes us apter to pour out our 
own bloyd a Sacrifice to Truth than that of gainſay- 
ers, Inſhort, it it be a Fire, 'tis that pure Ele- 
mental which the Peripateticks talk of, which is 
but of a moderate heat ; apt to cheriſh, not devour. 
AND would God men would fo far believe 
this, as to think there may be moderation, with 
out the danger of Laodicean luke-warmmneſs, and 
upon that ſuppoſition ſuffer themſelves to cool 
into a treatable Temper, and then I ſhould hum- 
bly offer to them theſe few Conſiderations. 
FIRST, the great and univerlal fa/l:b:/ity of 
humane Nature, which renders it not only pol- 


ſible that wemay, bur certain that every one of - 


us ſhall erre in ſomething or other ; and this ſure 
15 very proper to perlwade lenity to thoſe whom 
we find actually erring. *Tis the 4poſtles argur 
ment in the caſe of Sin, Gal. 6. 1. Erethren, if 4 
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual, 
reſtore ſuch a one in the [pirit of meekneſs, conſidering 

”-, thy 
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thy ſelf, leſt thou alſobe tempted, Where the com- 
mon Peccability of mankind 1s urged to induce 
Commilſeration and Gentleneſs towards the Of- 
fenders ; and if this be of force i» ſin, where the 
concurrence of the will renders the perſon more 
inexcuſable, it will ſurely hold much more in bare 
Error, which being purely involuntary, ( for no- 
thing 1s properly Error farther than it is ſo ) 'tis 
to be lookt on rather as the diſeaſe than crime of 
the Perſon: and ſince we uſe not to exclaim 
againſt men for being ſick, but compaſſionately to 
endeavour their recovery, why ſhould we here uſe 
ſo much a contrary prin be ? "Tis true indeed, 'tis 
neceſſary ſometimes in order to the Cure, and 
ſometimes for preventing the znfettion of others, 
to do ſome things _ to the Patient; and what 
tends regularly to either of theſe Ends, may in 
this caſealſo be Charitably done, by thoſe that 
have Authority : but #hat differs as far fromour 
uſual ſeverities, as the /arcings of a Phyſician do 
from the wounds of an Adverſary; or publick Di- 
(cipline from private _ So that notwith- 
ſtanding this, we may reſume our concluſron and 1n- 
fer from the Errablexeſs of our Nature, the reaſor- 
ableneſs of compaſſion to the ſeduced. And as it thus - 
prompts us to louk gertly upon others, ſoallo to 
reflect ;--partially upon our ſelves ; and conſider 
how poſlible it 1s, that even whilit we condemn 
others, we may indeed be in the wrong ; and then 
all the Inve&tives we make at their ſuppoſed Er- 
rors, fall back with a rebounded force upon our 
own real ones. If this poſſibility were but adverted 

C to, 
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to, it would make us lefs politive and Dogmaticat 
1n our opinions, and {a conſequently 4 away 
one main ground of contention ; for though we 
often quarrel about 724trers, which axe indeed buy 
conjettural, yet not till we eſteem them otherwiſe ; 
and when we conſider how mapy men have vehe- 
mently believed apparent falſBoods, it may well 
allay our confidences 10, all thoſe caſes, where we 
| have not ſome firmer ground than our own ( or in- 
deed any humane ) jsdgment to build on it, 

AS for thoſe who have the Juref grounds of 
Perſwaſion, and by their ſecurity of being then- 
ſelves in the Truth, have the more reaſon to be ear- 
neſt in propagating it to others : let them in the 
ſecond place con er how neceſlary 'tis to chuſe 
appropriate means to that good end, without which 
they do but yndermine themſelves, and defeat 
their own aims. Indeed Prudence 1s not only a 
Moral, but wa (os Vertue ; and ſuch as is neceſ- 
fary to the conſtituting of all others : without it 
Devotion degenerates into Superſtition, Libera: 
lity-into Profuſeneſs, and this of Zeal becomes 
only a Pious kind of Phrenſic. And of Perſons {6 

eſt, God may ſay as 4chiſhdid of David, 1 
Cow, 21. 15, have I needof mad men? No ſure, the 
defence of Truth.ts too noble 4 cauſe to be fo mana- 
ged ; its Champions are not like men in a frayto 
make every thing a weapon that they can firſt 
ſnaxch up, and lay on as chance or fury guides, but 
are deliberately to conſult the propereſt- expedi- 
ents,, uſe not only force but Srratagem ——_ the 
Enemy,and yet withal totake carethat while they 
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oppoſe one, another gain not advantage: For alas, 


'tis indifferent toour grand Aaverſary,by which of 
his temptations we fall, and if by ſubverting the 


faith ot forme, he ſhipwrack the charity of others, 


hc has his exd, and triumphs at once both over 

the ſpeculative and pradfick part of our Religion. 
AND this may induce a farther conliderati- 
on,and prompt us toexamine what degree of guilt 
lies on thoſe who either out of a, blind, or raſh 
zeal have given him. this advantage. And here 
though I canriot doubt, but God makes great allow- 
ances to the Miſcarriages of. ſincere intentions, yet 
rhaps we have carv'd more liberally to our 
elves than he deſigns us, and preſume our Security 
greater than in truthit is. For how-innocent ſoever 
2 good purpole may make our Error, yet'tis a pri- 
viledge beyond all poſſibility of grage, that our 
þns ſhould be fo allo; therefore if gyr Miſper- 
{waſions beget wicked practice, we may be ac- 
countable for the oze, though not. for the other, 
We find indeedS. Paul alledges his 1znorance, as 
the Cauſe of his finding mercy, for his perfecu- 
ting the Church, but we are to remember what 
that -zercy he there refers to 15 ; not that of abſc- 
lation, but converſion: and had: he reſiſted the 
later, though with never fo full a perſwaſion of 
his doing well in it, I much doubs whether his 
good mcaning would have. ſecur'd him the for- 
mer ; 50 that all the excourngemert, that Examiple 
can afford is, that God may probably do.more tor 
the reducing anerring than a melzcieus Perlecutor: 
And when. 'tis conſidered that all the odds that 
Chriſt makes between him that daes ill krowzngty 
Coca WF and 
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and ignorantly,is in the zumber of Stripes ! we muſt 
reſolve our miſtakes are no ſuch Ammlers as totall 
to ſecure us. And then whether our gxilts ſhaſ! 
not fwell in proportion to the #{s we do, is a que- 
ſtion that ſure can never be reſolved in the nega- 
tive: for if a good intention cannot alter the nature 
of Sin, ſure it can as littke change their degree, of 
make that of two Perſons equally miſtaken, the 
Maraer of the one, ſhall not be a greater Crime 
than an intemperate ſpeech of the other. And 1 
on this meaſure the accounts of erring zeal are like 
to'riſe very high with many ; unlels we can think 
Rebellion and Bloudſhed, Sacriledge and Schiſm, 
with all that train of zealous Enormities to be 
Fight and trivial. ; 

N OR will it at all legitimate zheſe,or any other 
Crimes, though they ſhould happen to be com- 
mitted in the defence of Truth: Of this S. Perer is 
a ready inſtance, who when to guard Him, who 
was Truth it ſelf, he had vil/ared the Authori 
of the Magiſtrate in wounding an Officer ; Chrik 
reprehends his rafhneſs, and inſtead of applaud- 
ing his zeal, upbraids his abſurdity, that could 
think his mean aids confiderable to him, who 
could command Legions of Angels to his refeue. 
Andſure he isnot ſo much more impotent in his 
glory, than he was in his exinanition, as now to 
need our S:zs to ſecure any of his concers ; and 
if S. Peter were thus check'd for wfing that Sword 
which he'was a little before warn'd to buy, it muſt 
ſure ſet an 1 Character upon thoſe tumultuous 
reformations, Which have 1o much employed ow 
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zeal of later ages, to which there can never want 
a concurrence of ſeveral-great ſins, the gazlt 
whereof will ſcarce be wiped off, by their defign'd 
ſ#bſerviency to Truth ; what Degree of extennua- 
7402 it may afford, 1s hard to pronqunce, fince we 
have no ru/e to meaſure it by. But — it 
is, we are to remember, that jt can belong only 
to ſuch a Zeal as'is purely religious, that mixes not 
with our 7 aſſioxs or Intereſts; and therefore be- 
fore men be too forward to appropriate any Jngul- 
gence of that kind, 'twill be neceſfary to Exa- 
mine, whether no ſiniſter Adherent have vitiated 
that integrity of their purpale, go which alone it 
can ( even by their own award and ſentence ) ap- 


rtain. 
I HAVE inſiſted the more on thi, becauſe 
many are apt to aſcribe too unlimitedly to the 
Force of a good meaning, to think that is able ta 
bear the ſtreſs of whatſoever Commillions the 
ſhall lay on jt ; and by thus preſuming on their 
Antiaote, venture boldly on the deadlieſt priſons. 
To ſuch the foregoing conliderations may be uſe- 
ful ; and by robbing them of that imaginary Secu- 
rity, help them toa reafone,by making their good 
p«rpaſes the. Direcor of good atFions, not the A- 
2 y for bad. This would make Religion look 
conſonant to itſelf, which now groans under the 
reproach of all thoſe Ills, that are” acted under its 
Patronage ; and ſure to reſcue her from ſuch a 
ſcandal, 15 but a very moderate piece of compaſſion : 
Yet would God the mighs obtain it even from 
thoſe who profeſs themſelves her greateſt Vo aries : 
Wag =_ Cci But 
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But alas, *ris one {ad circumſtance of her ruine, 
that ſhe ows it to ſuch; that thoſe Weapons 
which ſhould defexd hex, thus recoil into her Bow- 
els, and 2a? ſhould do her. more mifchicf than 
prophaneneſs ; fot, while” ſhe is but ſcoffed at b 
that, ſhes wounded by thi: nor are thoſe wow2ls 
ever like to cloſe, till our” Zeal grow more balſt- 
mick, partake of thoſe healing qualities of Love 
and Meekneſs, the Want whereof has rendred it 
{5 unhappily inſtrumental to out Diſtrations. 
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Ialexeſs, 


& UT as this #wz#-4ive hiimiour has done 

* abundant Miſchief tothe Church, fois it 
* obſervable, that the dire tonrruyy has 
done as much ; nay, whietris yet ſtranger, the one 
is frequently the product of the other, 'and our 
ro00 bufic zeal ſprings from our toogrear Iieneſs. 
How mucth{vever this thay ſound like Parzdox, 
yet both eaſe and experiehce arreſt the Truth of 
it ; for we are to cohſider that Gvd opt an 


ative principle into tian, which 'tis impoffible fo 
to ſuppreſs, - as that there ſhall be a toral cefſation 
from #-otion: And therefore every intermitring of 
ſober, regular aings, thakes way for wild Extra- 
vagant ones ; for as nature is ſaid ſo vehemently 
to abhor vacuiry, that the very inanimate _— 
Sr oe do * wou 
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would forlake their ſpecitick motions to prevent 
it : So whenthe »:izd4is Empty, when it hasno 
worthy and profitable ſpecwvarion to Entertain it, 
every the moſt improper and preternatural Oje# 
offers it ſelf, and 1mportunately crouds in to fill 
the vacnum, This ſeems to have been well under- 
ſtood, though ill applied by Pharaoh, when he 
thought the Iſ-ae/ztes propoſal of Travelling jnto 
the Wilderneſs to their Devotions, was the Ef 
fect of their too great leiſure at home ; and there- 
fore encreafes their #as&s as the propereſt way of 
diverting their 4e/igz ; and in like manner we tind 
thoſe that treat of Politicks, inſiſt upon the neceſſi- 
ty of keeping the Pevple buſte, in orderto which 
it is, that they mention the uſe of Mathematricks 
and other contemplative Sciences, to entertain 
the ative ſpirits ofa Nation, in demonſtrating of 
Protlemes, ſolying Phavoments, and drawing 
Schemes and Diagrams, who elſe would be pra- 
Riſing upon the Government, making new Idexs 
and Platforms for the Commox-wealth: and doubt- 
leſs there is parity of reaſon in the Eccleſiaſtick 
State, which would have been at »ore peace, had 
fome men found themſelves other diver frons, 

AND this is confirm'd to us'by experiment 
4nd obſervation of Event ; for if we look into the 
Primitive times, weſhall find that when there 
was a neceſſity of defending the commoi faith 
afainſt Heafheyiſm, when Chriſtians were em- 
oyed jn writing apologies and vinaications, there 
were much fewer of theſe inreftine debates (at leaſt 
ſuch as were eMetaphyſical and purely Notional ) 
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they had their hands full of the foreign. Enemy,and 
had the leſs temptation to jangle ,among them- 
ſetves. Soalſo when they were under the greateſt 
ſtorms of perſecution, when the Church was moſt 
violently aſſaulted from without, it had the grea- 
teſt Calm withiz, They were then inceſſantly em- 
ployed, and buſted their Thoughts in preparing 
tor the fiery trial. Thoſe cloudy days made them 
keep cloſe at home waiting for the Bridegrooms 
coming, and ſuffer'd them not to wander abroad 
for tholeunprofitable Curioſities, which though 
like O#they might nouriſh flame, yet would ne- 
ver furniſh their Lamps, or gain them admiſſion, 
to the wedding, but 1n the intervals, and eſpeci- 
ally after the total ceſſation of their calamity, 
when their Peace had taken them off their Vig+- 
Izxce, then while they flept, the Envious man 
had advantage to ſow his Tares. Reft made them 
idle, Idleneſs made them curious, and Curiolity 
contentious ; and thoſe who under the Tyranny of 
a Nero or Domitiaz were in perfect harmony un- 
der the gentle pious regiment of a Conſtantine, 
grew to the greateſt diſcord, and perhaps ( be- 
fides the Divine 'and extraordinary ſupports the 
Church had inher greateſt conflicts ) this may be 
one of the beft natural accounts, how ſhe came ta 
flouryh moſt under her heavieſt preſſures. 
BUT our obſervation ends not here, for be- 
ſides this extraordinary importunity of thoughts, 
which perfecuting times occaſion'd, Chriſtianity. 
is in its frame and conſtitution an adzve Szate, 
has its ſtanding buſineſs, and beſides all accidental, 
T3 . 
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a Series of determinate; conſtant imployments, ſuffi- 
cient to entertain mens minds: from which we 
may infer, that when this is throughly adverted 
to, there will be few chaſws of Time to be filled 
with foreign impertinencies. And this gives a clear 
account how our diviſions have come to grow u 
on us, namely, by the Neglect of prattick duties, 
for as every age degenerated more from Primitive 
piety,lo they advanced farther in nice enquiries and 
new opinions ; and as the zeal of praitice grew cool, 
ſo that of diſpute gathered heat and vigor. So that 
if we conſider how far our good works fall ſhortof 
the firſt Chriſtians,we need not wonder to ſee our 
controverſies {o far exceed them ; that Time which 
was gain'd from the oze, being employed in ham- 
mering and forging the other. I do not forget that 
I have before inked this diverſion of Chriſtian 
Practice among the effe&s of our Contentions, 
and forefee it may be thought very inartificial 
here, to make it the cauſe alſo : But alas, its con. 
cern in them is ſo extravagantly great, as tohave 
at once the relation of Child Md Parent, to be 
both Root and Branch, Fountain and Stream.and 
likea czrcle unites in it ſelf Beginning and End: 
Fox as it firſt gave birth ro our quarrels, ſoit final- ' 
ly receives excreaſe from them. In ſhort, our oſci- 
tant /azy piety gave vacancy forthem,and they will 
now lend none back again for more ave duty. 
And as this zeg/et of our general calling of Chri- 
ſianity has been thus pernicious, ſo have the il 
effetts thereof been improved by the like ill atten- 
dance on our particular ones. We hind S. _ 
= Tx takes 
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takes notice, that the younger widows, who deler. 
ted their own Eccleſiaſtical Office,grew buſic-bodizs 
in the Secular affairs of others ; and ſure we may 
with truth invert the note, and oblerye that theſe, 
who either deſert or neglect their Secular Cal- 
lings, are the tnoſt pernicioully wedling in Eccle- 
fiaſtick matters. Did men conſtierttioully emplo' 
themſelves it their honeſt occupations, their Minds 
would be ſufficiently diverted, and it would not 
become the work of Aftificers to make new 
| Stheinies of Doarines of diſciplines Divinity 
would not then paſs the Tard and Loom, the Forge 
and Awvil, nor Preaching be taken in as an eaſter 
ſupplementary Trade, by thoſe that diſliked the 
p#55 of their own. Butall this alas, we haveſceq 
tothe equal ſhame and detriment of Picty. Me- 
chanitks of all ſofts have preſutn'd to teach what 
themſelves tiever learnt; and thoſe that ſerv'd long 
Apprentifhips t0 other Crafts, have became Divires 
in a moment ,ahd with the ſame emulous induſtry 
wherewith they us'd to invent new faſhjons, have 
made new Reliio#s, And as Idleneſs has thus 
made ſore Preachers,ſo it has made more hearers, 
thoſe who either by the eaſizeſs of their Callings, 
of theit flight managery of them, have had the 
moſt varaxt time, hive been the apteſt to run af- 
ter zew Teachers: Heiice it is that Towns and Ct: 
ties have been the great #4#ſeries of Fation,the leis 
ſure of Shop-imen taking them more inquiſitive 
after,and #eteprive of Novelties. And were that 
ovey-grown {2al of Serthons, which has naw de- 
vour'd all other parts of Religion, among yo 
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fort of men rhroughly ſcanned,. we thould find 
Idleneſs goes very far in its to-poſirion ; for be- 
ſides that Hearing is the moſt /azy of all religious 
Offices, as appears by the »»di/tur#d ſleeps en 
6a take at Sermons ; it is manifeſt this infatiate 
appetite of it, is originally founded cither in the 
not $4v77g bufinels, of nor attendiag to it. For 
ſhould 1ask ſuch men,wherher if neceſfity had eh- 
fore'd S. PanPs rule upon them;thar without their 
labour they ſhould noteart, they would have ſpent 
their whole week at Lz@»re5,andtruſted to be fed 
by the Ear. I believe few could pretend to have 
begun with ſo exorbitant a zeal, though the truth 
is in the iſſue it ſometimes arrives to it ; and men 
that have #tching ters forget the reft of the body, 
whilſt to oraith them, they totally negle& all 
Gare of their Secxtay copcerus, and bring Thern- 
felves and Families to want and beggar WE. - 
- NOR isitonly this oz? y4## of Perſons whom 
Klenek has betrayed ro faction, Servants wehave 
frequently ſeen under the fame Seducement, 
whik either having but 7rr/e work, or but /itH1e 
atligence init, they have found time toliſten after 
novel doFrines, with which being once tainted, 
they irnpariently thirſt after more, and neglet- 
ins the deties of their place, ſpend their ze, 
which by compa@ is their Maſters { and can with 
no more juſtice 'be purloin'd from him tha his 
woods in following fa&#ious Teachers, who- in- 
rut them fo in their Chriſtian liberty, that 
they bring them to defie all ſubjeFion: And by 
tefhing them they are to call no man Maſter upon 


Earth, 
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Earth, that they are to own no King nor Prief 
but Chriſt; teach them to contema all Authority, 
Domeſtick, Civil, or Ecclefiaſtick. © 
IF welook farther into famihes, we ſhall find 
alſo that many of our She-zealots become ſo upon 
the very ſame grqund, when Women neglet that 
- which S. Paul affigns therq as their proper Buſi- 
neſs, the guiding of the houſe, their Zeal is at once 
the hr and excuſe of their Idleneſs; and in 
ſpight of the.z{ CharaFer the Wilſe-man has ſet on 
her, whoſe feet abide not in her houſe, Prov, 7. 11, 
it becomes the mark of a Saint, when a Lecure 
or Conventicle is taken in the way : And though 
theſe feminine Irregularities may ſeem to be of no 
great concern tothe publick, yer experience'con+ 
vinces the contrary ; it having been the #»happy 
privileage of that Sex (as ancient as their Mother 
Eve) to beable to do great and important mi: 
chiefs ; and doubtleſs many mer may give theſame 
account of their Schiſm and Sedition, that Adam 
did of his firſt ſin, The woman that thou gaveſt me, 
&c. This has always been well underſtood by Se- 
aucers, who have found it the moſt compendiouy 
pr to their deſigns, to /ead captive filly women, 
and make them the Dack-coys to their whole Fa- 
- mily: But even thoſe who have miſt of this influ- 
Ence over the nds of their Husbands, have yet 
had it over their Parſes, and out of them ſuppor- 
ted the Rabbies of the Faction ; who in gratitude 
to thoſe wiſe 4bigails give their Husbands the 


title, and perhaps wiſh them the fate of Nabal. | 


And God knows, how many men have thus been 


—wmwmkgi'Gl 


= ww - © 3 0 


=43 


ww % 0 


Chap.,18. Szxthly, Ialeneſs. 40T 
made contributers to the cauſe they have mioſt de- 
teſted, maintain'd that fire which thoſe izcendiaries 
have kindled in the Holy place ; Morey being no 
leſs the fizews of Eccleſiaſtical than Secular War. 
THUS we ſee how the Id/ereſs even, of the 
moſt inconſiderable perfons has at the rebound 
been extremely perniczou to the Church, which 
like a Clock or Watch may be diforder'd by the rſt 
of the leaſt Pi; how much more then, by that 
of the ain wheels and ſprings? If Negligence in 
lay-callings have though but an oblique, yet ſo in- 
auſpicious an Influence, the like Neglect in Ecc/e- 
faſtick muſt needs have a worſe, becauſe: more 
immediate and dire. And would to God we 
could ſay this had been wanting to the complete- 
ig the miſchief: But alas, many of thoſe whoare 
called to labour in the Lords Vineyard, ſeem to 
have forgot their Errand, and ſtand thereall the 
day Idle (a much worſe ſight than to have ſeen 
them ſo only in the Market-place ; ) fothatl fear 
there is too evident ground of ſaying, that the 
ſlight execution of the Paſtoral Office, has been 
one of the moſt eminent Contributers to our dt- 
ſtraftions. And among «ll the why of that Charge, 
none has been more generally, or more pernict- 
ouſly negle&ed than that of Catechizing; the want 
whereof has left People ſo unbottom'd, that like 
4 houſe built on the ſand, every Wind of Doctrine 
blows down that Faith which they = profelt, 
but underſtood not. This is that which has made 
ſo many unſtable Souls, as S. Peter oblerves, 


2 Pet, 2. 14. to be the proper prey of ——_—_ 
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And God knows, we. way from fad experimen 
confirm the note, ] wiſh the ſame negligence da 
nqt. again evidence it {elf by-ghe fame efet#s: Buy 
beſides this, which is part of the. P«+/ict Miniſtry, 
and deſervedly is ſo, being uſeful to the whole 
ureb, the aged as well as children.) thereare 
private Intercourles between Paſtor and People 
which are of great «ſe, would God they were of 
equal pratiice: We know a careful Shepherd does 
not only turn his fock into a common Paſture, and 
then think he has done his works but does withs 
particular advertence obſerve the thriving of eve: 
ry one of them, takes notice of their fingle #ray- 
ings and diſeaſes, and accordingly applies himlelf 
toreduce or cure them, and ſurely-tho like care 
is full as neceſfary in the ſpiritual Shepherd ; 'ris 
not the counſel which is promiſeuouſly diſpenced 
ina Sermon (8 whereof tis odds.every man takes 
that which 1s leaſt proper for him ) that willdo 
the byſizeſs: Converts come not in now as in Saint 
Peter's days, in throngs and ſhoals, a more diſtin 
KG 7 a application is now neceſſary ; men 
muſt be treated with apart, their particular wants 
diſcern'd, and applications accordingly made of 
in(kruttions, reproof or comfort, and.'tis theſe ap: 
propriate eMedicines, that are like to make ſound 
flocks. Had Miniſters generally beſtowed more 
pains this way, they might probably have fruſtra- 
red the attempts of Seducers, who could not fo 
ealily have 1 ted themſelves into the people, 
had they found them thus prepoſleſt : but whik 
theſe with all the arts of a ſubtile induſtry inku 
their 
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their poiſons into, every one they meet, nothing 
but the Like 4/igence in admiviſtring Antidetes, 15 
like to countermine them. How much of that 
had been us'd I ſhall leave to the Conſciences of 
concern'd perſons to determine. But beſides the 
ill influence the Paſtors negligence has on the 
People, it has in reſpe& of themſelves an imme- 
diate propriety to the advancing our debates, the 
leiſure which 1s thus acquir'd, being apt to betray 
ſpeculative perſons, to the ſtudy of thoſe curioms 
weſtions, which are the great diſturbers of our 
Peace ; and of thoſe that ſtudy them, ſo few keep 
themſclyes in neutrality, that parries are {till fo- 
mented by it : whereas were the pratical buſineſs 
of their Charge throughly attended, the remazn- 
der of time would not be more than the #4ay of the 
more ſolid, uſeful parts of Divinity would exaR, 
and conſequently there would no ſ#rplue. be left 
for thoſe dangerons impertinencies, which, as the 
Apoltle ſays, ſerve to no profit, but to the ſubver- 
ting of the hearers, 2 Tim. 2.14. But when our 
Watchmen /tcep, 'tis no marvel if they dream too, 
and entertain themſelves and others with thoſe 
Phantaſtick notions, whichthe-great day, will ma- 
nifeſt to have had nothing of weight and reality, 
belides the Miſchiefs they wrought. 
AN.D indeed if we ſcan the volzmes, of thoſe 
vain Speculations, we ſhall have cauſe to con- 
clude that Idleneſs has created as well as fomented 


them ; and they had as well wanted Authors as 
abettors, had men found themlielves more uſe- 
ful buſineſs; and that not paly the extempo- 
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rary Chimera's of Phanaticks, but the more elabo- 
rate niceties of the Schools, have been thus derived : 
we know Ar poſſeſſes no place,where it firſt finds 
not a vacuity, nor could thoſe lighter »otions have 
filled mens brains, had they found them prepoſleſt 
with what was more ſolid: but when men wan- 
ted more ſubſtantial work for their Underſtand- 
ings, they were fain to employ them thus in ma- 
king Cob-webs, of which they have made a worſe 
ſort of Fewiſh veil in the Sanctuary, and have now 
involved the Goſpel in greater Obſcurities, than 
the Law was before: whence our Be7 alcels and 
Aholiabs have been infpir'd for this work I ſhall 
not determine ; but ſure not from him whoſe 
Character S. Fohn gives us ( in peculiar reference 
to Goſpel-revelation ) that he # light, and in him 
i no darkneſs at all, 1 Joh. 1. 5. 

THUS weſeeeven Ialeneſs wants not its ope- 
ration ; but is productive of great and miſchievous 
FS ; it being the unhappy property of that Vice, 
that it ſupplants it ſelf, and by a fatal , Antiperiſta- 
ſis makes men perniciouſly a&ive : fo that we 
may truly ſay oth has made more Buſineſs than in- 
dn 7 ' TIamfure in this inſtance it has cut out 
work for many ages, though of ſuch a kind, that 
we have little reaſon to wiſh that our Lord at his 
coming ſhould find us ſo doing : yet for ought now 
appears, our at#vity is ſo wholly bent that way, 
that 'tis like to be the oz, at leaſt the moſt intenſe 
buſineſs we ſhall be found at. 

I MIGHT here take a very apt occaſion to 
declaim againſt Idleneſs, as the unhappy foun- 
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tain of ſo great miſchiets, bur that is a wice that 
has been fo often arrazgy'd, that I need not repeat 
thole charges which all Authors, Natural, Moral 
and 'Divine have laid againſt it. Let but this of its 
being the Original of #a&z9z be added, and there 
can be nothing wanting torender it a. moſt dange- 
rows crime 2 yea, and a moſt monſtrous one too, that 
operates thus preternaturally, that freezes and 
yet inflames men at once, #tupifies and enrages: 
And yet alas, there 1s as much riddle in its fare as 
its nature ; 'tis hated, and yet embraced ; generally 
decried, and yet as generally cheriſhed : and 
though it have no advocates, has many friends, 
Would God men would at laſt be aſhamed to be 
with they are aſham'd to own, and by a diligent 
attefgance on their proper bulineſs, ſecure them- 
ſelves firſt from doing zothirg, and then from do- 
ing #4 ; the one, being ſo cloſe an Attendant on 
the other, that 'tis ſcarce pollible to ſever them. 
And God knows the Church finds too ſad proof of 
their connexion : Idlexeſs having ſerv'd as ;Aſbes 
to keep alive that fire which has ſet her in com:- 
buſtion. Thus unhappily paſſive is ſhe in our 
diſorders, and pris” to all our Guilrsand Pu- 
niſhments : All our peccant humers concur to her 
diſeaſe, and. like a common mark ſhe receives ar- 
rows from all Quarters, we have {cen how many 
Contributers there are to her7#:n,cvery one where- 
of with a wanton cruelty (hke Cz2ſar's murderers) 
are ambitious to inflict zew! wounds, and to: give 
her Sapernamerary deaths. ; and whilſt ſhe'is thus 
ſurrounded with Aſſaſſines, ou catewe m__ 
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but that her preſent. languiſbings ſhould End in 


death; that Chriftian Religion now crumbled 


into ſo many minute frattioas, ſhould like daft be. 
ſcatter'd, and irrecoverably diſlipated ; and thus: 


iofallibly it muſt be, ifeither God do fot miracu- 
louſly countermine us, and do more for us than 
we can do againſt our ſelves, or we recover fo 


much ſobriety, as to forbear to «Maſſacre what 


we pretend to Love, and endeavour fo bind up 


thole wownds, at which our own Souls are like to 


Expire. 


CHAP. XIX 


The Goucluſion drawn from all the Premiſes, 
WT E havehitherto examin'd the ef 
/ feds andoriginals of ourconten- 


V tions:, 'ahd now the only re- 
maining. Enquiry is concerning the ways of re- 
dreſs, And that will exa& nolong- diſquiſition : 
For asin dzſeaſes 'tis ſaid, the knowing the cauſe 


is one halfof the cure; ſo more eſpecially is it 
here, where the remedies are merely priva- 


tive, and. we-arc not to be healed by external 


atplications;. but only: by ſubſtraftivg thoſe Hu- 
mors whichfeed the Malady: There-will there- 
fore need':no other. preſcription than- to! adviſe 
the exrerminating of all thoſe Paſſions and Inte- 
reſts which have appear'd acceſlary to our quar- 
rels, which though they are become' the _—_ 
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Epidemick diſeaſe; yer as the infeition did, ſo mult 
the cnre ariſe from ſingle perſons : For as we look 
not a commos Peſtilence ſhould ceaſe without due 
care and manage both of the fick and ſound: to 
neither can this Church-plague ever abate, but by 

the cure, . or fortifying its individual members. 
LET every man therefore who has any way 
made himſelfa Party to theſe conteſts, ſeriouſly 
interrogate his own heart ; what it 15 that has en- 
&ag'd Him 1n them: itany of the j1//fer motives 
betore rehearit, let him for a while ſhitt the 
Scene, and inſtead of accuſing others as Oppoſites 
co Truth, condemn himfelf as Enemy to Peace : 
remembring that how juſt or important loever che 
cauſe be, it 1s not ſoto him ; whillt he ſerves his 
humors and defigns under its covert. The Phils- 
fophers in their darker notions of Truth could yet 
diſcern, that the was nor acceſſible to :2zy who 
fought her not purely for her ſe/f, with ſincere 
and ſingle Intentions, and if ſhe entertain no P#- 
pils that are not ſo qualified, is it fit the ſhould 
have Guardians and Champions of a quite diſtant 
Temper ? No, he that undertakes the defence of 
Speculative Verity, muſt firſt poſſeſs himſelf of 
that practick Truth the Plalmilt (peaks of, Pſal. 51. 
That i» the inward parts, ſuch a ſimplicity and 
integrity of Purpoſe, as may ſupplant all thoſe 
mdire& Aims, purge out every prejudice and paſ- 
ſion, which may byalſs and pervert him ; = | 
that time he has' done zhzs, 'ris odds but hewitt 
find a new fate of affairs, and diſcern that many of 
tlioſe things he fo hiercely contended about, were 
Dd 2 either 
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either falle or trivial ; acquir'd their conſiderable- 
xecſs only from thoſe magnifying perſpectives of his 
own Luſts,through which he viewed them. How- 
ever till he have thus denudated himſelf of all 
theſe excumbraxces, he 1s utterly unqualiticd for 
theſe Agones ; and how lawfully * Faong, others may 
ſtrive, 'tis ſure he cannot, that does it upon ſo un- 
lawful grounds, and therefore upon pazz of loſing 
much more than a corruptible crown muſt withdraw 
himſelf. Asſor thoſe who can yet acquit them- 


ſelves from having fomented our Diſtractions, I 


ſhall not forbid them to look with great compla- 
cency upon it, but rather by conſidering how va- 
luable a piece of Innocercy it 1s, engage and encou- 
rage themſelves to preſerve it ; and to thar pur- 
pole, jealouſly to examine the firſt overtures of a 
Temptation. When they find any pronereſs to 
immerſe in Faction, .any unwonted heat towards 
a Diſſenter, to trace it to 1ts fountain and original; 
nicely to obſerve whether it iſſue not from ſome 
of thole exvenow'd ſprings forementioned, and 
make as much haſt to ſtop its currext, as they 
would to impede the moſt overwhelming inundati- 
on ; for (ſuch 'twill infallibly prove to thoſe who 
indulge to its courſe. But as a Turf will at firſt 
cloſe the breach, which neglected becomes the #»- 
let of a mighty Torrent : ſo had this early vigilance 
been us'd, it might with eaſe have prevented 
thoſe Diſtempers,in private Breaſts, from whence 
the general Confuſion has ſprung. As it is, 
might but theſe two things be obtain'd, would 
but the Guilty purge, and the Innocent guard 
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themlelves, we might yet hope to ſee an exd of 
our Diſcords: not that I ſuppoſe it poſſible to 
extinguiſh a// diverſity of Opinions among men, 
who trom their differing faculties, and other guilt- 
leſs occurrents, may and will have their judgments 
ſeverally diſpos'd. But firſt, were a/l, who have 
upon the former culpable motives enter'd the liſts, 
excluded, we ſhould find They would amount to 
ſuch a number, that there would be few left to 
maintain the Combate. Nay, ſecondly,were it not 
for thoſe conceal'd inducements, there would ſcarce 
be any Combate to maintain, thole are the things 
that convey the #ing and malignity into our Dit- 
ferences, without thole we might diſſent; bur 
notfall out ; and ſhould no more be angry to ſee 
another pine contrary to us, than weare to ſee 
him of a different FFature,or complexion. In fine, let 
us pretend what we will, 'tis the Carnality with- 
in, that raiſes all the Combuſtions withoxt ; This 
is the great wheel/to which the Clock ows its m0- 
tion, while the pretext of Truth and Piety is but 
like the haz4, ſet indeed more conſpicuoully, but 
dire&ed wholly by the ſecret movings of the other. 
This, this alone is it which creates and continues 
our broils, and by a monſtrous conjuntion of 
Properties, is it ſelf both flame and fue: Nor can 
. we doubt that from hence ſpring thoſe railing 
accuſations, we bring one againſt another, if 
we remember what S. Fude tells us,that the Ange! 
brought them not even againſt the Dev: himſelf, 
he could calmly manage a diſpute with the moſt 


execrable and provoking adverſary, becauſe his 
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Angelick nature had none of that carnal leven 
. which ſerments to tae [--7zg of ours, an evident 
Indication what it is that has rendred our argu- 
ings {o invective, that a/virity ſeems now an Artj- 
fice to elude /aw by daily patronizing thoſe Lzbels, 
which would elie be Obnoxtous to crwid Fuſtice, 
BUT Iprefume there need no more be {aid to 
evince this, which has, I fear, the atteſtation of 
too many conſciences, to- be generally doubted ; 
the greater difficulty will be, to periwadethe de- 
poſiting of thoſe /ufs, which though they are con- 
teſtly the Ponrefeaus among us, have yet by I know 


not what Faſcination ſo c:dear'd themmielves, that - 


we.tenaciouſly reraiz them 1n fpight of all their 
appendent Milchiefs ; nay, we cher hand foſter 
them, and for that very purpoſe bring them under 


the covert of Religion. He that has but a yay vice, 


if he get it like Foaſh conceal'd and thelter'd inthe 
SazFuary, 'twill not only /ive, but reiga roo ; 
Put on a Port and Majeſty, and appear venerable 
upon the pretence of rhat Piety, whoſe Eſſence 

and'Being it evacuates and undermines. 
INDEED {in neverarrives at fo luxuriant a 
growth as when 1t roots in hallowed ground which 
Satan(o well knows,. that he has ever been indu- 
ſtrious'to part it in that fozl. Thus we find he had 
introduced the molt brutiſh crimes into the religi- 
on of the Gentiles, interwoven them into their Sa- 
cred kztes and Myſteries, till vertue and vice had 
changed nam®, and it became pieryto be Wick- 
| ed,and profanereſs to be Innocent, And when that 
groſs deceit became detected by Goſpet-light, Wien 
| a 


a. 
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he could not 1n the ſame manner obtrude upon 
Chriſtians, he yet found the way to do it more 0b- 
liquely, and by ſtarting theſe religious quarrels, 
g4veat once employment and reputation to the 
moſt irreligious vzces. For alas, what part of wild 
fury was there inthe Heathen Bacchanals, which 
we have not ſeen Equall'd if not Exceeded by 
ſome ntoxicated Fealots ? Or what craetty in their 
molt barbarous rites, which has not been matcht 
by the zzbnmantty of diſſenting Chriſtians? So 
| that upona juſt ſcanning_,all our ſplendid pretexce 
| of Sandtity is but an emulation of Gentile Impurity 
under a better name ; and while we damn Hea- 
thens for their Moral wertues, We are yet fo ſtupid 
as to hope our {elves to be ſaved by their worſt vices 

AND now whothat does enough coſider can 
think he can enough hewas this ſad ſtate of af- 
fairs? That Chriſtianity ſhould thus our-run it 
ſelf, and bring us round to Gertiliſm again, 
whilſt her Profeſſors ridiculouſly contend for the 
zitle of the beſt Chriſtians, by ſ#ch aits as deno- 
minate them none atall. Thus have we inverted 
the ſignificancy of that Sacred Name, and made it 
ſerve only to upbraid the contrariety of our pra- 
(ice ; {o that that which was once the Izdex ta 
point out all eMora/and Divine vertues,does now 
on the contrary mark out that part of the World, 
where leaſt. of them reſide. This, this alone is the 
prize we have acquir'd with ſo much ſwear and 
blood, this the Triumph we have braught to our 
Religion, which indeed could never have ſunk to 
ſuch'a deſpicablexeſs by ny — but our 
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own ; for {op long as Chriſtianity waged war only 
with forezzn enemies ſhe never miſt to be vi&or;- 
ous, but ſince that theſes inteſtine diſcords have 
turn'd her force againſt her ſelf, Bella geri placuir 
wullos habitura triumphos, there is no poſitbility of 
ſucceſs, the mere fizht implies a defear, 2nd the 
ſwords of all Parties meet 1n her bowels, *Twas a 
paſſionate expoſtulation'that Julia 15 ſaid to have 
us'd with her two ſons Antonine and Geta, who 
animoſities having prompted them to azvzade the 
Empire, which they were joyntly to have exjoyed, 
ſhe azkt them whether they would divide their 
Mother alſo ; implying how much their diſcord; 
had rackt and: torn her. And ſure our common 
eMcther may make a yet ſadder complaint of her 


' Sons, by whoſe unkind aiſſentions ſhe 15 fo miſerably 


»angled, that the may cry out with the Pſalmiſt, 
My foul is' among Lions, and | lye among the Chit- 
arenof men that are ſet on fire. 0 
AND now ifamidft all our zmportunate pre- 
zence#to Piety, there be. indeed any ſuch thing 
among us, ' methinks it ſhould give us ſome re- 
tentings, make us ſadly conſider to what a deplc- 
rable condition we have brought that very religion 
on which we profeſs to hang all our hopes ; and 
would God thoſe who are'the moſt nearly con- 
cerned in this Contemplation would purſue it to 
the utmoſt ; let them on the one hand ſet the 
molt glittering temptations to Diſcord, and on 
the other let them view the 4:ſmal effetts of it,and 
then conſider at how dear a rate they gratific a 
few impotent Paffions, Can any man withbut Hor- 
<0 EEG, rour 
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rour think that his zhirft of glory has brought 


 diſhonour to his Religion, andconſequently to his 


God ; that his curious exquiries into things ſecret, 


| has helpt to Evacuate the more «ſef#! things Re- 


vealed ; or in ſhort, that his parſuiz of his- vari- 
ous ixtereſts and appetites has deſtroyed what was 
ſo incomparably more valuable, the hozoxr of the 
Goſpel, the «zity of the Church, and as many 
ſen!s as have periſht by that ſcandal ? *Twas as 
infamous a Character of i»hamanity as the very 
Poets could feign of Diomedes, that he fed his hor- 
ſes with mans fleſh ; but alas, that barbarity 1s here 
infinitely out-done, when Men nouriſh far worſe 
truits, their own unreaſonable /«/7s, with thoſe 
things that are moſt ſacred, Certainly were the 
vaſtnels of this gui/t throughly weighed, *'twould 
make men ſick of thoſe petty wretched acqueſts 
they have thus purchaſed, make them fling back 
this price of bloyd, 1 ſay not with the ſame deſparr, 
but with as great remorſe and deteſtation as fudas 
did the ſilver pieces for which he fold his Maſter. 
'Tis ſure the crimes have too great an affinity, 
as in all other circumſtances, ſo eſpecially 1n this, 
that as the one was, 1o the other /s moſt frequent- 
ly the Guilt of an Apoſtle, T mean of thole to 
whom Chriſt has committed the diſpenſing of 
that Goſpel which they thus evacuate, and doubt- 
leſs this1s a conſideration of great enhanſement, 
as that which ſuperadds ?reachery to all the other 
peſtilent ?mgredients of the Crime ; *tis the fal/t- 
fying the moſt important traſt, for under words 
ofthat ſignitication'we find the office of rhe ay —t 


— 


The Concluſion drawn 


ftry eyery where repreſented in Scripture, as. Sre- 
wards, - Ambaſſadors, Shepherds, and conſequent- 
ly the accounts of the fin muſt ſwell ſo much the 
higher. For a Steward to exzbezle thole Goods he 
yndertakes to manage ; an Ambaſladar to betray 
his Prince for whom he ſhould zegetiate ; a Shep- 
herd ta worrey that Flock which he is (et to guard, 
theſe are crimes that double their malignity from 
the quality of the Actors ; and yet this is undeni- 
ably rhe Guilt of all coſe whole profeſſion having 
deyoted them to the Church, have impiouſly 
chang'd the Scene, and devoted the Church tv 
them, (ery'd all their mean degenerous ends upon 
her ; - and as Chirargeons are (aid ſometimes to 
deal with profitable Patients, kept open, nay, 
widened her wounds for their own advantages. 

I T has been the Prieſts Litany as ancient as 
Foels time, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not 
thine heritage toreproach ; but now alas, who ſhall 
prevail with them to do that themfelves which 
they beg of God, to ſpare his people and his heri- 
tage; to proſtitute them no more to their own ſi- 
niſter deſigns, nor by their vain and endleſs cox 
zentions, expole them as well to ruine as contempt. 
He were indeeda happy Orator that could in this 
effecually \intercede with them, though One 
would think the wozder ſhould lie on the other 
ſide, and the only ſtrange thing be, that they 

ould either. »ced or reſiſt ſuch a ſolicitation, 1t 
being ſo much the; concern of all that ought, as 
well upon the ſcore of advaptage as duty, tobe 


dear to them ; ſo that the Church may molt aptly 
| addreſs 
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addreſs to theſe her Soxs in the ſame form S. Paul 
does to the Philippians, when he conjures them ta 
unity, Phil.2.1. If therefore there be any conſolation 
in Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of 
the Sparit,if any bowels and mercies, fulfil you my Foy 
that you be like minded, And can it be poſſible for 
any who have taſted all or any of thele, to think 
it to wrangle them away? to exchange thele di- 
vine 7rraazations, the Antepaſt and Emblem of 
| Heaven, for thoſe bitter diſſentions, whole Alpha 
and Omega, their origizal and exdare Hell, and do 
|as lively repreſent as they certainly lead ro the 
horror and confuſion of that land of Darkneſs. 
BUT itſome mens appetites be {o depraved, 
that they find more Melody in 4zſcord, than in 
the harmony of the Angelick Quires, yet even 
theſe can diſcern Muſick in a conſort of Plas- 
dites, and ſeldom mily to be affeted with thoſe 
 Eulogies which are given themſelves ; and there- 
fore though they þ ak the Apoſtles motives, 
Phil. 4. 8. and will donothing for vertue, yet they 
may be preſum'd more conſiderate of Praile : 
And God knows, ina wrong lence they are too 
much ſo ; and ſure, as we haye already obſerved 
by it, have made noſmall contributions to our diſ- 
| ords : yet did they meaſure (G/ory by its right and 
proper #andard, they would find they haveall 
this while courted a ſbadow, and that the ſubſtance 
will never beacquir'd by being fomentersof pub- 
lick Miſchief ; but the unhappineſs of it is, that. 
' our Fecleſtaſtick as our Secular Duelliſts abule 
themſelves with falſe notions of Honour, novel 
| Opinions 


| 
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Opinions and ſubtile Queſtions they think attef 
the pregnancy and acuteneſs of their Underſtand- 
ings, and give them reputation ; but alas, how 
vain an imagination is this? Who admires the 
Sagacity of the Yiper, that eats her way through 
her mothers bowels? Or who reverences a man tor 
the ſharpneſs of that Sword wherewith he -con- 
mits his Parricide ? Nay, what more infamous 
brands have Records of all ages ftuck upon any, 
than thoſe who were Ingenioſyſime nequam, & fa- 
eunadi malo publico, who us'd the beſt Parts to the 
worft Ends, and with the greateſt canning and 
. artifice have contrived their miſchief ? 

BUT could weabſtra&t from theſe perniciou 
effects, and {uppole that this exerciſe of their Fa 
culties were z2nnocent, yet ſure it would be too 
light and impertinent to become matter of praiſe. 
He that ſhould ſpend all his Time in tyizy incxtri- 
cable Knots, only to baffle the Induſtry of thoſe 
that ſhould attempt to «xloſe them, would ſure 
be thought not much to have ſerv'd his generati- 
on. *Tis one of the certaineſt Eftimates we can 
make of a man, to meaſure him by the employ- 
ments he chuſes, if thoſe be fight and trifling, they 
| ſuggeſt the Perſon to have /ow thoughts ; what an 

abaſement of Majeſty was it thought in Nero to 
become a Fiadler and Stage-player? and Herodian 
tells us, that men hoped no longer for any thing 
p—_ from Commoatys the —_— when he 


ad once liſted himſelf among the Fexcers, and 


inſlead of the magnificent F#ytes of his Predecel- | 


ſors, derived from the conqueſts of great and popu 
| lous 
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| though vain g/ory be a principle I ſhall commend 
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lous Nations, aſſumed This, The vanquiſber of 4 
Thouſand Gladiators : And certainly 'tisno leſsa 
delcent and diminution for thoſe who were de- 
fign'd by God for the higheſt. atchievements, - the 
ſubduing the Kingdom of Satan, and pulling 
down ls ſtrong holds, to devote themlelyes to 
theſe ſo much zgnobler conteſts, and account their 
co:queſts, not from the number of Souls won to 
God, but of Oppoſers worſted in Argument. In- 
deed, as we before obſerv'd, they have now ren- 
dred the Church a kind of Theatre, Diſputes are 
managed with ſuch Sleight and Sophiſtry, that at 
the beſt, the Litigarts do but ſet forth a ſhew of 
Fencers : *T were well if they did not ſometimes 
play the Gladiators, by that wounding deadly 
ſharpneſs they uſe, and 'twould be . conlider'd 
whata change is now made: In the Primitive 
times,none that own'd any relation to the Church 
were allowed to be ſpectators of thole Games, 
now That is madethe Szage, and her ableſt Per- 
ſons the Aors. Bur certainly 'tis very little to 
the reputation of thoſe who have ſo unworthily 
debaucht both it and themſelves ; and therefore 
toall other diſſwaſives we'may add this of the Ux- 
creditableneſs : For let men phancy what they 
pleaſe of the Glory acquir'd in thele opportunities 
of (hewing their. parts, the beſt that can be ſaid 
of them is, that they uſe Wit fooliſhly. A character 
whereof the one part devours the other, and 
leaves not ſo much as a mouthful of that popular 
air which theſe Camelions gaipafter. In a word, 


to 
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to no man, yet in this caſe *twere more tolerable 
i ir wottld work the right wy put them upon 
whiat were really praiſe-worthy, and then ture 
'twould encline them rather to c/oſe than wide 
the breaches of $;0. To inflit wounds on an unre- 
fiſting Patient; is a thing that requires neither 
courage nor skilt ; Every mancan do that who has 
bat il! nature enough 3 but to c#re them 1s an a& 
at once of Art and Mercy;atid entitles to the Praiſe 
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of both: And therefore if any mans eagerneſs of * 


Glory have made him over-ſee the way to it, ler 
him now at laft recover his wandrings, and (eek 
it in this'one only proper eMerhod, 

BUT this is, Iconfels, a Topick of Perſwaſion 
fitter for Pbiloſophers than Dives, and I withl 
may have urg'd it impertinently j 1t being much 
teſs ſhame for me to-have: done 1o, than for them 
to'need ſuch an Argument. There'1s another more 
genvine and proper, derived from' the natureof 
— Fuftice,which requires a man to'do his 
[tmoſt to repair the injuries he has done to any; 
this is fo ſtated a rule, that all our Caſ#ifs juſtly 
preſs it in allcaſes of damage: Burt are there not 
many of them, - who while they fo eagerly aſſert 
that oblrpation int other rhens caſes, do as Davil 
did in the matter of the/poor mans Lamb, ſevere- 
ly ſentence rhar z#j#/tice, whereof themſelves are 
morehighly Guilty? Toevery ſuch T would ſpeak 
inthe words of Narhay,and ſay, Thou art the May. 
Alas, ſhall every little #7jfle 1 purloin from' my 
Neighbour have wezght enough: to fink me to the 


abyſſe ? and ſhall thefts of the greateſt I | 
the 
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the robbing God of his hoxour, the Church tigt on 
ly:of her Parrimony; but her Peace, ' aid this 
Wofld of thoſe ineſtimable 4eefits, which from 
4 uniform conſonant Chriftianity were to have 
been tranſmitted toit? Shall theſe, 1 ſay, be fo 
ſlight and inconfiderable, asnot ro hinder His a- 
ſcent to the hill of the Lord 7 Shall the leaſt 79- 
lence I offer to the/perſon-of an Enemy obligeme 
to ſatisfattion, ind ſhall he rend and tear the body 
of his Saviour ( whowillingly expos'd his-twral 


| body only in tenderneſs to' that- my/tieal one, 


which is thus violated ) and ſhall this' eriminous 

barbarity exa&t no offers towards amends? Cer- 

tainly no man can'have parrialiry-enough to think 
it, and ifhe do nor, he's to remember himſelf in- 

ciipenſablyengag'd to take the Tame courſe he pre- 

[eribes to others, -and with his utmoſt indaſtryen- 

deavour to repair the #7jxry he has done. | 

AND O that wemight ſee thiso effentiala 

picce of Fwſtive aſſum'd among us; that our inaper- 
tinent _ might be ſuperfeded, and all moul- 
dediinto the one noble Emnlation, who! ſhall faft-' 
eſt unravel his- own miſchiefs, and promete-that 
peare he'has hitherto:diſturb'd. This indeed were 
worthy to be the united deſignof all learned-men';; 
and were'it once'(o, ' who knows hov profperons 
it might be: For though ſome ſingle attemiprihave 
mylcarried,, yet probably one great” cawſe” whiy 
they do {o, was becauſe they were ſing/e. When 
one Perſon comes with pacifier arguments to' 
part an enraged: multitirde, let his Reaſons: be ne- 


| verſo convineing; they are: riot like ro be'mitch 


adverted 
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adverted to ; the only, effect is, thathe.who de: 


fgn'd himſelfthe common Friend, is taken as the, 


common +.nemy ; but where many aſſociate in 


fuch a deſign, and make a party for peace, their. 


zambers give a conliderablenels to their propoſal, 
and prepare for their ſucceſs. And were there ſuch 
a combination 1n order to the Churches Quiet, it 
were more than poſlible they might undermine 
the contrary attempts of Faction and Diſcord. 


AND why ſhould not every man, be a»»bitions 


to make one in this ſo piows a confederacy, and re- 
ſolve moſt ſtudiouſly to endeavourthe' compoſing 
the DiſtraRions of the Church, in-which they 
may, borrow ſomething of in/rucion even: from 
their paſt guilts, and copy out their own 72duftry 
ro this better purpoſe. This 15 lure; our 
putes have never {o multiplied, had there not been 
a great deal of «nhappy ailigence 19 nouriſhing the 
ſeeds of them: Every controverted Tenet has been 
heightned and improved, till it have ſpawn'd 2 
zumerous brood, io that thoſe who. at firlt differ'd, 
perhaps but in ſome few things, wrangle on, till 
at-laſt they agree in fewer : Now werethe like In- 
duſtry applied the other way, it might ſure do 
much to. the changing the whole Sceme. If men 
would as nicely oblerve the Principles of agree- 
ment between diſſenting parties, and with as much 
Art and Care ſeek to dilate and ſpread them; why 
might not they as much overwhelm. our Differ- 
ences, as they been overwhelmed by them ! 
*Tis ſure that thoſe Univerſal rrurhs, to which: 
21l Parties aſſent, are; as the c/careſt tor their Evi- 

| dence, 
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dence, ſo the moſt important, for their Conle- 


quence : And why ſhould not theſe, if rightly 
managed, be a more enforcing motive to Unity, 
than the more ſingular opinions ( perhaps phan- 
cies ) of ſome men, can be to Diſcord ? Certainly 
would bur our Moſes's try what this rod of Godin 
their hand could do, they would find it able tode- 
vour all hoſe of the Magicians, Would they like 
Benhadads Ambaſſadors, catch hold of every ami- 
cable expreſſion, any thing that looks towards 
Peace, and cloſein with it, they might probably 
ſee Effetts, beyond what can at a diſtance be ex- 
pected. For ſure Peace is not fuch a dry Tree, fuch 
a ſapleſs unfertile thing, but that it might frutifie 
and excreaſe.as well as Diſcord, were there a juſt 
care taken to cherith and nouriſh it. 

INDEED this Deſign is only the 4mulct 
which can render it ſafe to look into controverſies, 
whichare elſe apt to infuſe a kind of arrimony, 
and vexome into mens ſpirits3 For we ſee many, 
whoſe cxr:oſity at firſt brought them as uncon- 
cern'd ſpet#ators, do within a while engage with 
all earneſtneſs in the contre: but thoſe who ſtu- 
dy differences only with an aim of compoſing 
them, theſe have their thoughts determin'd and 
fixt, and fo not left looſe to the enticements of 
any Party. Ariftorle ſays that on the Hill Ohm- 
p#5 the Air is ſo ſubtle and piercing, that thoſe 
who aſcend thither, are forced to carry with them 
wet Spunges, by that moiſture ſomewhat to allay 
that extreme ztexuity-which otherwiſe would be 
deadly ; and ſure they 57 deal in controverſies, 
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live in no leſs —_— Air ,, and therefore had 
need make the like,prdyilion,. and carry with 
them this Patrfiek porpoſtins a Lenitive'and Emol- 
lient againit the infectious ſbarpreſs they will 
there mect with. :: «2; .- 

AND now: how 'blefled a thing were it, if 
we could once thus follow the things that make 
for Peace ? that the numberleſs mutual exmities 
which are now among us, may all be reduced in- 
to ove, that we may hight not againſt ſingle Advey- 
ſarits, but againſt War it ſelf, and, contend 
againſt zothing but contentiosy. And ſure our vi- 
Gory here were worth millions: of: thoſe petty 
conqueſts wherewith met pleaſe themſelves, and 
which acquire them {o little of real. advantage; 
that the ſame account which was given of Orho 
and Vitellins, that the war would fwalldwupthe 
one, and the vi#fory the other, 1s too applicable 
to our combatants, who arelike to be'equally un- 
happy in defeat or ſucceſs. The Spartans had an 
Order that when any of their Generals had com- 
paſſed his Deſign by policy or treaty, he ſhould 
{acrifice an Oxe, but when by ferce and bloud- 
ſhed, a Geck only: from the diſtant values of 
which oblations, Pinrarch obſerves how mach: 
they preferr'd the Atchieyements :of-calm and 
ſober coutfels, before thoſe of #rength and power : 
bur ſure the diſparity is more eminent in the 
preſent inſtance, where if we fight we word our 
Brethren, but if we wnire we deftroy our Ene- 
my ; baffle and circumvent Sarans Maſter-ſtrava- 
gem, and not only worft but owrwrr him, _ 

this 


Chap, hs. from all [the Premiſes. 423 


this and.this only is worth our Induſtry, whereas 
thoſe {tt r defeats we give Each other, are like 
thoſe in a Civil War, wherein the publick is fill 
ſure to he a Lofer ; upan which conſideration the 
Romans allowed not their Captains to triumph for 
ſuch Victories; and ſure our Chriſtianity is very 
ill beſtawed an us, if. it have made us ſo much 
worle natur'd, as to chuſe thoſe ruinous Con- 
queſts «t home, before the moſt glorious and pro- 
ftable ones abroad. 

'TWAS Abner's admonition to Feab, when 
he was in a. hot purſuit of che 1ſrae/ires, 2 Sam. 
2, 26, Shall the ſword devour for eter ? knoweſt 
thou not that it will be bitterge(s inthe latter end ? 
And ſure 'tis more than time for gue Leaders ta 
make the ſame refle&tion, and as Feeb did there, 
call back the People from following their Bre- 
thren: Nay indeed, wauld they bur attend, they 
might hear thermſelyes called back ; the greet Cap- 
tain of their Salvation ſounding a retreat from 
theſe fatal skirmiſhes. ; Nerophon in the inftitu- 
tion of Cyras tells us of one Cryſanthys, who in 
the heatof battel had his hand litt up to #rike an 
Enemy, but hearing in the very jaſtant the 
Trumper {ound a re#re#t, opt his blow. A great 
ſobriety of courage {6 to. thew more. Zeal to the 
obeying his General, than the aznoyizg his Enemy ; 
3nd an Jaſtance of much reproeeh to our Yppritual 
Combetents,who have ſhewed themſelves fo much. 
worle dilciplin'd, as in {pight of daily repeated 
calls to Peace, fill ra purſue their Hoſtility : But 
ſure fuch an #iſo/ence 45 10 icanliitent with the 

Ee 2 pretence 
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pretencethey make of fighting Gods Barttels, that 
they muſt either reform the one, or azſclajn: the 
other. NON.” 
AND now -if after all that hath*o# can be 
ſaid of the obligation, neceſſity or advantages of 
Peace, we are put to the Pialmiſts Complaint, 
That there are till thoſe that will make them ready 
ro battel: if men are of ſo untreatable a Temper, 
that nothing can be obtain'd of them ; what re- 
mains for thoſe that are Peaceable and Faithful 
in Iſrael, but to bewail thoſe Miſchiets they can- 
not redreſſ? If the Church muſt perith, at leaſt 
to give her Funeral rites, and if they ' cannot 
quench her flames, yet to bedew her aſhes with 
their tears.” Tis true,we cannot yet ſay ſhe is quite 
dead ; but though ſhe breaths yet in a few pious 
peaceful Souls, yetlike a Palſied perſon, ſhe = 
2oves a Limb, ſhe wants vigour to actuate the 
generality of her profeſſors, and remains rather a 
trunk than a body : and ſure 1fthere be truth in that 
Phyſical Aphoriſm, which fays, That diſeaſes 
which croſi the temper and conſtitution of the Patient 
are moſt dangerous; we may well conclude her 
deſperate, there being nothing more repugnant 
to the very Elements and Principles of her Be- 
ing, than thoſe conteritions under which ſhe now 
roans, | 

YET there is an' omnipotent Power to whom 
no Difficulties are inſuperable, an #»erring Phyſ;- 
cian who makes the moſt hopeleſs Diſeaſes, but 
the Triumph of his Art. O let us reſort to him, 
and invite his Aids in the ſame pathetick _ 
where- 


” S« Ly 
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wherewith he was ſolicited for Lazarus, Fo.11.3. 
Lord, behold ſhe whom thou loveſt is ſick : She for 
whoſe ſake thou endureſt ſuch contradiction of 
ſinners againſt thy ſelf, 1s now by the contradicti- 
on of her own Children, languiſhing and ex- 
piring, ſhe for whom thou pouredit out 7hy 
bloud, lies weltring in her owz ; Lord, fave or ſhe 
periſheth : Were tuch Petitions enforced and in- 
geminated by the daily breathing of humble de- 
vout hearts, who knows how prevalent they 
might be? In this ſenſe alſp Heaven might ſut- 
fer v#olence ; nor is there any better countermine 
toall the outrages ated upon Earth than by ma- 
king them thus reverberate in our cries and 
PY ayers. 

A ND perhaps 7his Conſideration will draw 
us all, even the moſt peaceful of us into the guilt 
of 2 negative Acceſſarine(s' to the preſent Mif- 
chiefs. There are divers that diſlike our contex- 
tions, and blame the abettors ; but yet with ſuch 
Unconcern'dneſs and Indifferency, as that where- 
with we commonly talk of the combsſtions of fo- 
reign States, wherein we rather expreſs our 
Fudgment than our reſentments, and do make it 
more our diſcourſe than our concery. And even 
of thoſe who have in ſome degree laid it to heart, 
who is there that has not been ſome way wantin 
in the ardency, or frequency of his interceſſions !? 
Let every one ſerioully interrogate his own 
Heart,and I fear 'twill witneſs to him,that his own 
private concerns are much apter to excite his 4e- 
votions, Let us remember with what paſſion and 

Fart imJor- 
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importurity we invoke God in our particular Exi- 
gents, and conlider whether we are equally at- 
teted with z49ſe of the Church: Haſt thou beet 
like HeFekizb, bck unto death? And haſt thou 
with him wept ſore,and vehemently [6litited a re- 
covery ? Has thy eftate been invaded by Oppreſt 
ſon, thy ze by Slander and Detraftion? And 
haſt thou with loud and earneſt cries, appealed 
to that God to whim wenctance belowis? Ot wy 
thou been in that condition which 1s proverbia 
for ſctting men to their prayers? Haſt thou like 
a beenin a ſtorm, in minutely expe&ation of 
eing ſwallowed -up oy the waves, if not the 
W þ:le ; and in this Ecitalie of fear, when as thj 
foi! was, as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks, ever melted away 
becauſe of the Trouble, haſt cried unto the Lord, 
and even qut-no1s'd the billows in thy clamorous 
itmportunities foraid? Haſt thou in all, .or any of 
theſe eitates been thiis affedted for thy lf? Then 
remember whether thy reſentments . have been 
proportionable for that which is much better than 
thy ſelf: Tf the noleſs imminent and preffing da- 
pers of the Church, 'have'not as much awakened 
thy fervor, given as harp and piercing an atcent 
to thy Prayers, thou muſt needs confels, thon haſt 
faln ſhort of what thou ſhouldeſt and mighteft 
havedone towards her reſcue, ' | 
AND ifthis Inquiſition'be 7/partially made, 
whoamong us can plead »ot guilty? And there- 
fore in refleftions, upon' our paſt omiſſions, we 
are 7zi juſ{ice oblig'd to redouble our Zeal, to ſay 
over again our Tepid heartleſs prayers, ne 1n- 
wp Gy FS.” ame 
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flame them with a Gos/ from the Altar; an ear- 
neſt aftetionate Concern for all that is holy, 
ſuch as may prompt us to cry, and that mightily 
toGod: We ſee the Nimevetes could do it when 
there was no viſible approach of danger, bur 
merely upon the preſage of a ſtranger Prophet, 
backt with the conſciouſneſs of their own Guilt : 
I tear we more than Equal them in the /atter Mo- 
tive, Iam ſure wefar exceed them as to the for- 
mer, The miſeries weare todeprecate being not 
only under denunciation and threat, but acuall 
upon us, though withal ſo improveable, that af- 
ter all the black Catalogue our Experience brings 
1n, our Fears meet us with the bottomleſs Prophe- 
rick menace, Elay 5.25. For all this his Anger is 
natturud away, but his hand is firetched out #il.. 
'Tis the uſual Qeconomy of divine Juſtice to 
-make our Crimes our Puniſhment, and togive us 
up to thoſe ;lls, which were at faſt, our own de- 
praved choice : and Godknows we have coomuch 
reaſon to fear this may be our caſe: That we 
who have fo perverſly violated all the $ands.of 
Unity, wantonly wrangled our ſelves out of all 
inclinations to Peace, ſhould never be able to re- 
ſume them ; that all thoſe gentle breathings of 
—_— which exaſperated Paſſions are to be 
cool'd and tempered, thauld be withdrawn, - ang 
we finally be given up to be di{lipated by thole 
Whirl-winds our ſelves have rais'd : That Chre- 
#1aznity which —_— the romp Pro- 
rty £0 OUT Irf appetites, us'd only as fig- 
wo to hide our ſhame, —_ wither and thrink 
E © 4 into 
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into nothing ; and that we whocould not agree in 
what manner to retazz it, ſhould at laſt too well 
agree tO rexounce it. o 
THIS alas, as it is the fearfulleſt, io is it 
the probableſt Iſſue of our wild Contentions, ſuch 
as nothing but the miraculous Efiuxes of divine 
Clemency can avert. O let us with all the groaxs 
and tears, ſodeplor'd a Condition exadts, addreſs 
thither, importune the father off Mercies to pity 
vs, who know not how to pity our ſelves, and 
that though we have caſt off a bowels, yet that 
we may-find them all concenter'd zz him: that 
he will heatour wounds ; and which of all others 
is the moſt deſperare, our #»willingneſs to be heal- 
ed : thatthe Spirit of Peace may ayerſhadow us, 
and impreſs on us' the dove-like qualities of Meek- 
neſs and Gentleneſs : that he would reſcue aur 
Religion from our Profanation, not by taking ## 
from. Us, but by conforming «s to It: Finally 
that he would do for us, . not only above what we 
can 45% or think, but beyond what we would wiſb 
or chuſe, and not fuffer us to acquire the Mileries 
we lo eagerly parſue. | 
T HIS azvine interpoſizion alone is it that can 
poſſibly ſecure us, and.indeed the ſuit amounts to 
no leſs, than that he will force upon us the Blet- 
ſing we reſiſt, and da us good againſt our wills, 
which is fo bold a regueft, that they had need be 
morethan ordinary Favourites that ſhall prefer 
it.. Thoſe h2»ds muſt be very pure, that are lift 
up in ſach an interceſſion: and therefore all that 
undertake it are obliged'to qualitie — 
r 4 . ; : - þ "<> , '2)y 
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for it, by purging out not only the /evezof Malice 
and Strite, but all other fi/rhzeſs of the Fleſh and 
Spirit : without This, we can never approve our 
ſelves to intercede in earneſt ; for what can be 
more ridiculous than to deprecate the ruine of 
Chriſtianity by the contextions of other men ; 
when our ſelves contrive it by ſome other vice of 
our own ? This js not todefire it ſhould /ive, but 
that none but we ſhould &:{ it. *Twill therefore 
concern thoſe who with the Peace of the Church, 
1 to examine whether they do as much project for 
her Purity ; otherwiſe 'tis a mockery to pretend 
ſuch a jealous texderneſs for her. We have ſeen 
there are more ways than one, by which Chriſti- 
an practice may be evacuared, and it matters little 
from whence that Wind blows: that ſhip-wracks 
our Piety. Yet'tis not to be denied that of all 
thoſe rempeſtuons blaſts, this of our contentions js 
the rougheſt and moſt fatal. - 'Tis indeed not a 
ſingle guſt, but an encounterand ſtrugling of ſe- 
veral contrary winds ; and God knows no poeti- 
cal deſcription can oux-do the borror of the ſtorms 
they have rais'd ; yetfor ought I diſcern, there 
is nothing that is leſs vulgarly accuſed, which I 
muſt account to the Reader, as the cauſe why I 
havedetain'd him ſo long upon this Head ; and 
given ita /exgth ſo unproportionable to the prece- 
ding parts of this Dilcourle. | 


CHAP. 


— _—_ 


ray 7 The Cloſe. 


— 


TEE 
CHAP. XX, 


The Cle. 


7 E have now ſeen the unhappy ridale 
of the Unchriſtianneſs of Chrifti- 
ans wafolded, have* obſeryd the 
Origitials 4nd Cauſes of That which is too notorious to 
all the world in its Effects. And though in this curſory 
wiew the Reader rs not to think he has any ſuch com- 
plete diſcovery, 44 ſhowld ſuperſede his own farther 
rnquiſition, yer as # may ſerve to awaken, ſo ſome+ 
what to allift his Indaffry, grove him ſome tight and 
inſt ht into the wiles of Satan : and by branding ſome 
the chief of thoſe cheats which have robb'd us of 
oxr Piety prepare for the dexetton of the wholeCon- 
— #n the interim this Specimen may ſerve 
#0 Hlop his wonder at the ruinous eſtate of Chriſt ian 
ty, for though tis true that it was compatted of all the 
incbrruptible materials, had al rhe harmony 
of parts which the moſt exatt Fratne ad Compo- 
{ure' could give it, and fo was qualificd both for 
ſtrength ard'beauty, to have defied all the injuries 
of Time; yet while ſhe has fo many Underminers, 
"ris not range to fee her in the duſt, there gs. ” 
ONCE of theſe, eſpectally that 1 laſt inſiſted on, which 
has not deftrutttve efficacy enowgh, firft 'te deface, 
and then to ruine her. 
BUT tt is but an unprofitable aequeſt to know the 


Authors of owr miſchiefs if we hop there,this enquiry [1 


being matter not of mere Curioſity, but of the near- 
if 
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eſt ana moſt preſſing Intereſt : we ſeerth not after 
Male factors for their acquaintahce, but for theis 
puniſhment, and owr own ſecurity ; 41d all ont 
liſcoverics of this kind are vain, if we apply thern 
yot to that purpoſe. Let me therefore no—_ with 
this earneſt Petition ro the Reader, Thar he will 
wr to all the native Defects of this diſcourſe, add 
this accidental oxe, that it ſhall be perfetty _ 

ich 


| tinent ; 4 mere waſte of his Time and my own © w 
[# will inevitably prove, if it engage him not in an 


earneſt proſecurion of theſe Delinquents # hath 
impexcht ; ant in as earreftan tndeavour to repair 
the Miſchiefs rhey have wrought. 

IN ſhort, tet every man depofit what he has here 
read, not with his memory only, but his con(ci- 
ence, /et him there ſeriouſly poder the Excellen- 
? of that holy vocation; #5 & Paul terms if, 

ph. 4. 1. t6 which he is call'd : and they as ſe- 
Monfly confider,, whether he have, 4s the ApoſtHe 
Mere exhoyts, Walked worthy of it ; if he find he 
htve not ( as alns, who is there that has ? ) Let him 
ſexteh out as the JH fo the cauſes of his 
Myſearriages : diligently fift ont theſe Fullacies 
I Sztan, or his own heart ; theſe ([y Deluſions 
which have mate him aft thus prepoſteronfly # 
Yabuſt all rhe Convittions of rommon reaſon, nat 
rel conſcience, vv Chriſtian experience; #94 
when he has diſcovered, et hym make no delny to 
rt fene himſelf from their Treacheries, but manfully 
break thoſe withs and cords {( which are tro went 


| to bold any that will but in exrnef# remember, he 1s 
z Nazarite, 4 Perſon conſecrare to Gol ) reſolute- 
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ty reſiſt the inſidious careſſes of thoſe Dalilalt's | 


which will deliver not Himſelf only, but the Arkt 
the Philiſtines. Nor is he to content himſelf with 
his own (ingle eſcape, but to propagate the delive- 
rance fo as many 4s he can ; let him blazon and flig- 
matize thoſe Impoſtors ( for 'tis a combining with 
them to. conceal them ) warn and caution others 
againſt thoſe jugling Artifices, by which himſelf wa 
entrapped, and make his own ſhip-wracks a Sea-mark 


for the ſecuring the courſe of other Paſſengers. This | 


#s the Effect of Chriſts admonition to S.Peter, When 
thou art converted ſtrengthen thy brethren; 
and a piece of that Fraternal charity we all owe ta 
every particular Soul, to whom we have opportunity 
to aiſpence it, | 

BUT beſides that private Obligation, it be- 
comes a duty upoy 4 higher, and more publick ac- 


count, it being the only way to take off that Scandal | 
we have brought upon our Religion ; which as it | 


was not contratted by the irregularities of one or 
zwo perſons, but by aſſociated and common crimes; 
ſo neither will it be removed by a few ſingle, andpri 
vate Reformations ; there muſt be combinations, 
and publick Confederacies i» Vertue, to balance 
and counterpoiſe thoſe of Vice, or ſhe will never rec: 
wer that priſtine honour which ſhe acquired by the 
general Fiety of ber Profeſſors. In thoſe primitive 
days there was ſuch an abhorrence of all that was 
It, that 4 vicious perſon was lookt on as 4 kind of 
Monſter or Prodigy, 4nd like a putrified Member 


ent off, as being not ouly dangerous, but noilome | 


to the Body : but alas, the Scene is ſp chang'd, that 


the 
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the Church is now made up of ſuch as ſhe would then 
have caſt out ; and*tis now as remarkable an Occar- 


rent to find a good Chriſtian, as it was thete to ſee 4 


- [bad * and fince every thing is eſtimated not according 


to its rare and caſual, but frequent uſual Operations, 
tis eafie to conclude, that Chriſtianity has loſt as 
much in its Repute, 4s it appears to have done m its 
Efficacy : nor will there be any way of repairing #t, 
till We be generally rendred ſo malleable to its 1m- 
\preflions, that our Lives may atteſt its Force 4nd 
Energy. 

NAY indeed *tis not only its honour, but \its 
being 7s concerr'd* in it, ative Principles ceaſe to 
be when they ceaſe to at. Vow cannot hinder the 
fire to burn " by putting it out : and to {upprels 


& the Operation of our Religion is inaced to extinguiſh 


it; at leaſt to deprive it of its'proper and ſpetifick 
jaFf: pe if it = be Gale bs : * et, 5 Av 
| abuſe of ſpeech which calls a dead or painted man, 
«Man: It may perhaps be a Gizor for the Hyprerite, 
4 Stale for the Ambitious, a waſh or tincture for 
the Covetous ; but where it is thele, it ceaſes tobe 
{it ſelf. The eſſence and being of Chriſtianity is 
| practice; and according to that Teſt and proof 
thereof, where almoſt can it be ſaid to Exiſt in the 
world ? We have indeed ſome images and ſhadows of 
| it: Some have taken its picture, but the ſubſtance 
| and ſolid body is vaniſþed, reſold into Air, and 
ſeems ſadly to have moraliz'd the poetick Fable of 
| Sibylls being worn into 4 voice, we have turn'd it 
| into a mere noiſe and ſound ; »ay, which #5 worſe, 
into an Echo, that flattering complying —_ 
whic 
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which reverberateg every mans own language to him: 
Men diftete to their Religion, and then will needy 
Aerſmade themſelves and others, that their Religion 
aittates to them. will have the rebaunds of their 
own Keney or Luſk paſi for Divine Oracles ; ſo ſub- 
orning this diery fartaſtich Chriſtianity to legitimate 
thaſe prettjces, which the real ſolid owe forbids and 
Execrates. | 
TQ. tbis diſmal forloru eftate have we brought 
that which was deſigned to bring us to bliſs, herein 
far exceeding the barbarity of the brutiſh Sodomites, 
they weuld have widlated the Meſſengers of their 
ryine, but we theſe of our ſafety : We having un 
only neglefted, but wilified and reproacht the Emp 
baſſie ſent us from Heaven, and inſtead of embre- 
cing #44t purity and peace it recommenacd t0 45, 
haps. dent our Parts to make it forgotten that ever 
it was ſext upen any ſuch Exrand ;" and indeed (0 it 
2 like to be, if ſame Heroick piety do not revive its 
Memory, 4nd teach «5 fo record it nat ſo much in ont 
books as lives: There, and there,only i will be uni. 
verfally legible, there it would: indeed appear, whit 
it is in. is own natures, the power of God unto Sal: 
vation. A, w 
AND. now. why ſhould we not all. Emmlonſly cox: 
tend, | who ſhall farſt put off that ugly vizor we have 
f## vipon our Keligion, aud reflore it to its native 
form ?. eſpecially cenſedering that with its Beauty 
we loſe #s Dowry too ; forfeit all thoſe glorious Re 
wards which it promiſes tothew that preſerve it iny 
maculate. 'Tis:exy.4 pure £4 undetiled Religr 
Qu #hat will inveſt us in thoſe white robes, whereis 
| we 
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: | we are to follow the Lamb. - 4nd ſure thoſe who have 
eds | here endeavoured to darken and extinguiſh all the 
zan | rays of - Spiritual Light, that have lived as if they 
eir | profeſt Chriſtianity merely in ſpight to defame it, 
we | muſt never hope it ſhall bring them to ſhine as the 
«& |Sun 1n the Kingdom of their Father, or procure 
ua | thers the reward of blameleſs Souls, Neg'it promi- 
ſes no other Crown than that of Righteoulnels, ad 
ht | therefore they that want the. Righteoulnels maſt 
in | want the Crown alſo ; Nay, beſtdes that. fo _ineſt- 
3 | mable a Reverſion, they loſe «ll theſe preſent Joys 
ir | nd ſatisfactions which true Chriſtian prattige weld 
0 | efford them, and which both in reſpect of the intenie- 
3! | neſs 2x4 duration, infinitely exceed the moſt profule 
4 | ſenſualities che World ever raſted. | 

, | ' THESE are interefts that are ſure Important 
&r | enough, ard yet. we muſt be wooed to confider them, 
i | nay, that does net prevail nexther, but with a per- 
ti | verſe Coyneſs we hold off ; all the ſolicitations and 
wr | mportunate Calls of God are lookt upon es Artifices 
& | 4nd Deſigns, 4s if he had ſome Enas of bis own to 
{ | ſerve upon us, and ( as the. Corinthians' ſuſpetted 
|- | $. Paul ) meant to make £g4in of us ; we rreat with 
him as if he were the Perſon to be advantaged, and 
& | barter for Heaven with ſuch an Inaifference, as if It 
ie | wonld want Hts more than We lt ; never tonfidering 
6 | that "tis impaſſible for him to have any other Con- 
y | corn, than that which his Compathon tows creates, 
& | and the more earneſt axd paſſionate Thes 4s," the 
Y | more it ſbould excite our own care, it being the Eix- 
+ | tremeſt degree of perverſe Folly, to abandon «ud 


8 | deſpiſe our own Intereſt merely becauſe 4 Friend or 
re Patron 


| 
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Patron conſiders aud prizes. it. And this brand 


inſt lye upon every one of us, who Fill refuſe to diſcern 
the things that belong to our Peace; after God 
has done ſo muth to render them not only viſible but 
attainable. 

WHAT ſhall T ſay more, but conclude with 
Chriſts paſſionate wiſh,. that we might in this our 
day, underſtand the things that [belong to our 
Peace, a#4Q that: the Spirit of Peace and Light 
wonla deſcend among us, illuminate us with that true 
practical, Wiſdom, which may convince us, that 
onr Duty axd Intereſt are the ſame thing under ſe- 


weral forms, and that while we impionſly caſt off the | 


one, we ao as fooliſhly betray the other. That ſo 
thoſe ineſtimable advantages our Chriſtianity gives 
towards both, may not be thus madly loſt, ſerve only 
as 2 Price in the hand of a Fool, who hath no 
heart to it, Prov. 17. . And tothis end let us hum- 
bly and earneſtly invoke the Father of lights, to illu- 
minate alt thoſe whom the God of this world hath 
blinded,: that after he hath ſent into the world the 
Image of his own eternal brightneſs, cauſed the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs ſo /ng 70 ſhine upon u5;..3t may nt 
ferve only to involve us in that moſt dreadful con- 


demnation, which awatts thoſe who. love darknels | 
more than light ; but that anſwering the purpoſe of | 


our holy calling, walking as Children of light, we 
may vindicate that Chriſtian profefſion which we 


| 


have. ſo defamed, ſecure to our ſelves the light of 
Gods countenance here, and that of his glory ' 


hereafier, 
FINIS. 


PRIVATE 


DEVOTIONS 


REFERRING 


| To the ſeveral parts of the before-going 


Treatiſe. 


TO THE READER. 


T is to be hoped that as this Treatiſe has enter- 
tain d many ; it has alſo had an effeR much more 
deſirable, though leſs comprehenſive, to mend and 
convince ſome. And whilſt it gave an account of the 
general DEC AY OF CHRIS TIAN 


| PIE TY inthePreſent Age; has alſoinvited a 
| fewatleaſt, toits purſuit and ſervice. Upon theſe 
| boges the Author has been perſwaded to add this 
| ſhort SpecimenofPREVATE DEVO- 


TIONS, that if the ſober and conſidering Rea- 


' der ſhall find at any time his heart toucht and ſoftned, 
| be may have in readineſs wherewith to afluate his 


| bly flames, and aſsiſt him in his addreſſes to the 


Throne of Grace. = 
= i Ft PRI: 
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; PRIVAT E DEVOTIONS 
Referring to the ſeveral parts of the before-going 
Treatiſe, 


BLESSED Lord, who art infinitely holy 
and happy in thy ſelf, and from whom alone 
we derive the poſſibilities of being either ; we 
proſtrate qur ſelves before thee, in an humble 
adoration of thy abundant goodneſs, and a juſt confufion 
at our own deteſtable ingratitude : we were aliens and ene- 
mies-to thee by our corrupt afteRions, and ungodly works, 
yet even to us haſt thou been reconciled, nay bought the 
attonement with the precious bloud of thy dear Son : thou 
haſt ſent him to be the propiriation for our ſins , and(which 
is no leſs mercy ) to be the ſubduer 'of them too, fentek 
him by his divine Example and admirable Precepts, to bleſs 
us in turning every one of, us from his iniquities. Thou 
haſt given us a Law ſo perfeR, ſoexcellent, as renders our 
obediences their own reward, and yet ſuperaddeſt alſo an 


eternal weight of gloryto be its future retribution : and. 


leſt our brutal remper ſhould not- be attraRed by all this, 
thou haſt hedg'd up our Tray with thorns, annext a preſent 
nneaſfineſs, and ſubſequent danger, to our deviations, ſo by 
the menaces of Hell eſſaying to fright us into Heaven : and 
ro actuate and enliven all theſe methods, thou addeſt the in- 
ternal aſliftances of thy Grace and Spirit to. excite us to 
£00d, to reſtrain and avert us from ill, and finally #vayce 
us to the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chrilt, 
And now, O Lord, afterall theſe obligations, all theſe 
aids, what manner of perſons ought we to be, in all holy 
2 EE converſation 
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converſation and godlineſs ? But alas, to our eternal re- 


| p_ we have {:graliz'd our ſelves by contrary practice z 


laſphem'q that holy Nome whereby we are call'd, and by 
our enormous lives, ſciandaliz'd our profeſſion, and made 


; 1taSeminent for vice, as it ſhould have been ( and once 
| was )for vertue. Our knowledg? of thy will ſerves only 


ro inform us, wherein we may moſt oppoſe it; and while 
we cal] our ſelves Chriſtians, we commit ſuch things as are 
not ſo much as named among the Gentiles. Nay, O Lord, 
ſolittle do we retain of the power of Gotfjaeſs, that the 
greateſt part o! Men have now caſt off the very” form, deny 


, the Lord that bought them, trample upon all thar is ſacred ; 


and nor only think, but loudly ſay there is no God. Thus 
inſtead of regulating our manners by our faith, we model 
our faith by our manners, and reap nothing by our Chri- 
ſtianiry, bur the guilt of Apoſtaſie, and the fearful expeRa- 
tion of that fiery indignation which awaits thoſe who have 
thus trampled under foot the Son of God, and done de- 
ſpightto the Spirit of Grace. And now, O Lord, when 
the foundations are caſt down, what can the righteous do ? 
What counterpoiſe can the groans and tears of thoſe few 
who mourn in $70z be to ſuch general, ſuch daring impie- 
ties? Yet, O God, thou haſt in all ages ſtrangely conde- 
ſcended to the interceſſion of thy Servants. O bow thy 
Heaven again and come down, and kear the prayers of 
thoſe who deſire to fear thy name : and let them r.ot only 
deliver their own Souls, but obtain mercy for this perverſe 
generation, even ſuch a mighty grace as may yet reduce ns, 
O thou who didſt at firſt call us out of Darkneſs into thy 


| marvellous light, recall us now from that worſe darkneſs, 
| wherein we have involved our ſelves, put thy Laws a-new 


in our hearts, and write them in our minds ; And after ſo 


; many Years, ſo many Ages of being call'd Chriſtians, ler us 


at laſt begin to be ſo. Revive, O Lord, that Primitive 
zeal and ſanRity, which may puriFe us to thy ſelf a peculi- 
ar people zealous of good works. and O thou bleſſed 
Mediator, who prayed(t for thy firſt crucifiers, "R_ 

Ff 2 alſo 
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alſo for us, who have under the rame of Diſciples crucifi- * 


ed ihee afreſh : and though we have nothing to ſay for our 
ſelves, cannot pretend that we knew not what we did; yer 
let thy ſtripes and wounds, thy croſs and paſſion plead tor 
us. Thou didſt orce lead captivity captive, O ſtir up thy 
ſtrength again, and ler not Satan now triumph in thy ſpoils, 
and deſecrate thy Church which thou haſt purchated with 
thine own bloud, O let thy bleſſed Spirit breath again up- 
On us, that even theſe dry bones may live in thy ſight : fer 
him ſo effectually convince and reprove, illuminate and ex- 
Cite us, that we may cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of 
fleſh and ſpirit, walk worthy of that holy vocation where- 
with we are called, and. be capable of thoſe glorious re- 
wards which are prepar'd for thoſe who fight a good fight, 
finiſh their courſe, and keep the Faith : where we hall 
ceaſe to grieve, to ſufter and to fin, but never ceaſe to 
live and to be happy : ſinging perpetual Hallelujahs to him 
that ſits uponthe Throne, to the holy Spirit, and to the 
Lamb for evermore, er/Lmer, 


41 LITANT 


and of Men, the Father of compaſſions, of conſo- 
lation and life , 
Have mercy #pon us miſerable ſinners. 

O God the Son, the Eternal well-beloved Son, by whom 

the ſinful race of Men become the Sons of God ; 
| Have mercy upon us, &C. 

O God the Holy Ghoſt, the ſpirit of comfort, of holi- 
neſs and grace, by whom we receive the Adoption, and the 
earneſt of our hope ; 

, Have mercy upon #9, &C. 

O Holy, Bleſſed and Glorious Trinity, diſtinguiſht as 

in Perſon, ſoin the various diſpenſations of the work of 
Our 


h & G OD the Father of Heaven, the God of Angel; 
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our Redemprion ; united as in Eſſence, ſo in the Acts of 
kindneſs and compaſſion to Men ; 
Have mercy upon us, &C. 

Thar it may pleaſe thee to create in us dean hearts, -and 
to renew a right ſpirit within us, to reſcue us from all the 
deceits ofthe World, the Devil and our own Hearts, 

We beſeech thee to hear us good Lord, 

That it may pleaſe thee to grant that all who have been 
baptiz'dinto Chriſt, may indeed pur on Chriſt , ſerioully 
weigh, and induſtriouſly anſwer the obligation of their ho- 
ly calling, nor reſt in the form and outſide of Religion, 
whilſt by a retchleſs inconſideration they enervate the pow- 
er and efficacy thereof, 

We beſeech thee, &c, 

That it may pleaſe thee ſo to guide our conſideration, 
that we do not thereby more enſnare our ſelves, entertain 
thoſe deluſions which flatter us with hopes of reward, 
without performing duty; but that by an impartial adver- 
tency to all thy ſacred dictates, we may be engagd to a 
conſtant, entire obedience, and work out our ſalvation 
with fear and trembling, 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

Thar it may pleaſe thee to open our Eyes that we may 
ſee the wondrous things of thy Law, to convince us that it 
is holy, juſt and good, ſweeter than hony and the hony- 
comb, and that all our objections to it ariſe only from our 
being carnal and ſold under fin. 

We beſeech thee, &Cc, F 

That it may pleaſe thee to remove all our carnal preju- 
dices, and vicious prepoſſeſſions , and toenable us to mea- 
ſure thy precepts by the rules of right reaſon, and an illu- 
minated conſcience according to the analogy of thy holy 
faith once delivered to the Saints. 

We beſeech thee, &c, ; 

That it may pleaſe thee to inſpirit us by thy grace, that 
we may not only approve, but obey thy commands, con- 
quer all the diſcouragements : a or vice, and _ 
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fully(ſer to the praRtice of Chriſtian dury, that ſo we may 
experimentally find how ſweet the Lord 1s. 
We beſeech thee, &c, 

Thar it may pleaſe thee to put thy fear 1n our hearts, that 
we may never depart from thee, but equally obey rhee in 
all things, not indulging io avy favourite ſin, but entirely 
reſign and captivate every thought to the obcdience of 
Chriſt, 

We beſerch thee, Cc. 

That it may pleaſe thee to take theſe ſtony hearts out of 
us, and to give us hearts of Fleſh; ſuch as may melt at the 
apprehenſion of our fins and thy diſplcaſure. 

We beſeech thee, &c, 

That it may pleaſe thee to endue us with a right judg- 
ment, that we deceive not our ſelves with ſhews and for- 
malities of repentance ; but bring forth -indeed fruits meet 
for it, 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to awake us from our ſupine and 
dangerous dependence on a future repentance, and make us 
in this our day diſcern and embrace the things belonging to 
our Peace, ſo anſwering thy preſent calls, that we may not 
at Jaſt call when thou ſhalt only laugh at our calamity, and 
mock when our fear cometh. 

We beſeech thee, &c, 

That it may pleaſe thee to poſſeſs our ſouls with a juſt 
reverence, and right apprehenſions of thy eſſence and at- 
tributes, that we may not form our belict of thee by our 
own phancics or wiſhes, but by thoſe revelations thou haſt 
given of thy ſelf inthy word. 

We beſeech thee, &Cc. 

That it may pleaſe thee to reſtrain our bold Curioſity in 
prying into thy counſels and decrees, and make us wiſe unto 
Sobriety, reſerving ſecret things unto the Lord our God, 
and ſtudying the revealed ones for the regulating of our 
lives, 

We beſeech thee, &c. 


That 
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© That it may pleaſe thee to give us ſuch an awe of thy ju- 
ſtice, that we may fear to provoke it, not expeRing thou 
ſhouldſt repent of thy judgments, when we do not of our 
fins, nor phancying that any milder vengearce attends our 
final obſtinacy than unquenchable fire, 

We beſeech thee, &C. 

That it may pleaſe thee to grant us ſuch a ſenſe of th 
mercy, that we may never ſay there is no hope, or W_e 
our incorrigibleneſs by our deſperation, but that the good- 
neſs of God may lead us to repentance, yet let us never ſo 
preſume on it, as to ſin that Grace may abound, 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

That,it may pleaſe thee to enable us with all due regard 
to obſerve, and humility to adore, the diſpenſations of thy 
Providence, not pretending to fathom thy ſecret intend- 
ments, but endeavouring ſo to comply with all ſignal diſ- 
coveries of thy purpoſes towards us, that what thou deſign- 
eſt for our wealth, may not be to us an occaſion of falling. 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee, that from every event, whe- 
ther National or Perſonal, we may {till infer the obligati- 
on and neceſlity of rurning from our fins, that gratitude 
for paſt mercies may allure us to good, ard fear of impend- 
ing Judgments may drive us from evil. 

we beſcech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to inſpire the univerſal Church 
with the Spirit of Truth, Unity and Concord, that there 
may be no diviſions among us; but that we may be per- 
fe&ly joyn'd tagether, inthe ſame mind, and in the ſame 
judgment, 

we beſeech thee, &C. 

That it may pleaſe thee, whereinſoever any are contrary 
minded, to reveal thy truth to them , and in the interim 
ſo to allay thoſe heats our differences have caus'd, 
that amidſt the diverfities of judgment, we may keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace. 

we beſeech thee, &Cc. 
Of 4 Th:t 
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That it may pleaſe thee to deliver us from all the unhap- 
py eftects of our contentions, and to purge us from all the 
criminous cauſes of them, and ſo to heal our breaches, that 
feruſalem may again become a City at unity in it ſelf, 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to grant that we no longer dote 
about queſtions, and {trifes of words whereof cometh En- 
Vy, Railing, evil Surmiſes ; but ſo buſie our ſelves in pra- 
Ctick duties, that we may not fear when our Lord comes to 
be found ſo doing. 

We beſeech thee, &c. 

Son of God we beſeech thee to hear us. 

O Lamb of God that takeſt away the ſins of the world; 
Grant us thy Peace. 

O Lamb of God that gakeſt away the ſins ofthe world , 
Have mercy #pon us. | 


O Chriſt hear us, 


Lord have mercy upon us. 
Chriſt have mercy upon as, 
Lord have mercy upon us. 


UR Father which art in Heaven; Hallowed be thy 
N ame; &Cc. 


O Lord deal not with us after our Sins. 
Netther reward us after our Int quities. 


—_— God, who ſheweſt to them that be in Error 
the light of thy truth, to the intent that they may re- 
turn to the way of righteouſneſs : Grant unto all them that 
be admittedto the fellowſhip of Chriſts Religion, that = 
may eſchew thoſe things which be contrary to their profel- 
fion, and follow all ſuch things as are agreeable to the ſame, 
through eſs Chriſt our Lord. 


Q merci- 
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Merciful Saviour, who ſo lovedſ thy Church, as to 

. 4 give thy ſelf for her, look _ on her with thy com- 
paſſionate eyes, who now needs a ſecond redemption, 
even a reſcue from her ſelf, from the unnatural iſſue of her 
own bowels, Lord thou ſeeſt the miſerable ſtate ro which 
ſhe is reduced, by our wild contentions, that ſhe has ar 
once loſt her purity, and her peace, and is become an 
Aceldama, a field of bloud, Lord where is thy pity and 
the ſounding of thy bowels towards her, are they reſtrain- 
ed? O remember thy old loving kindneſs, rhe love of thy 
eſpouſals, and as thou wert once a Lamb to expiate her 
Suilts, ſo be thou now a Lion to vindicate her wrongs ; 
{trike a dread into the hearts of all, who have contributed 
to her ruine, and make them know that whoo touches her, 
toucherth the apple of thine Eye. O let not her ſtill ſink 
under the oppreſſion of qur ſordid deſigns, and irregular 
appetites, nor be devoured by thoſe who pretend to guard 
her, Give her Paſtors after thine own heart ; let her 
Prieſts be cloath'd with righteouſneſs, and waſh their hands 
in innocence before they compaſs thine Altar. O ler nor 
any vain ambition for themſelves, make them expoſe and 
proſtitute the honour of their God : no atfteCtation of thar 
knowledge which puffethup, divert them from that Cha- 
rity which only edifieth ; Grant rhart the intereſt of Religi- 
on may ſtill be uppermoſt in their hearrs, and never vail to 
Secular ends, nor the prerence of truth cloak any exorbi- 
rant paſſion, Nay, O Lord, refine even their Zeal, and 
make it ſerve to kindle, not conſume their Charity : and to 
inſpirit them with ſuch an unwearied induſtry, that they 
may always abound in the work of the Lord, diligently 
take heed to thoſe flocks, over whom the Holy Ghoſt has 
made them overſeers, never turning aſide to vainjangling, 
or ſtriving about words to no profit. And to all who are 
under their charge, give meekneſs to ſubmit, to thoſe who 
by thy appointment watch their Souls ; fuppreſs all preju- 
dices and faction, and let none be puffed up tor one againſt 
" —another, 
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another, but grant that by a due attendance on their cal. 
lings, both as men and Chriſtians, they may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty, And, 
Lord, ler both Prieſt and People ſo follow after the things 
that make for peace, that we may adorn the doQtrine of our 
God and Saviour, take off the Scandal our diviſions have 
Pren to thoſe that are without, and again evidence our re. 

ation to the Prince of Peace: and O that our ways were 
made thus dire&, but alas, how little diſpoſition have we 
coward jt ? This change mult be only the work of that 
mighty power, which is able to ſubdue all things to it ſelf; 
and yet, O Lord, with what face can we beg of thee to 
force us to that happineſs, which we {till reſolve to reſiſt ? 
What can we then ſay unto thee O thou preſerver, thou 
redeemer of men, who have put our ſelves beyoad all the 
ordinary methods of thy grace? We can only lay our 
ſelves at thy feet ; diſplay our miſery, and leave thee to 
conſider thine own compaſſion: O let that move thee to 
do for us whatever our wretched eſtate 1s in need of, O 

Lord hear, O Lord forgive, conſider and do it, if not for 

ours, yet for thy Names ſake : thou art feſws a Saviour, 
fave thy people from their ſin, and let us not ſlide back by 

a perpetual backſliding ; thou art the head of the Church, 

O abandon not thy body, careſt thou not that ſhe perilh 2 

Turnthee again, O Lord, renew her days as of old, ſan- 

Rike and cleanſe her, that thou mayeſt again preſent her to 
thy ſelfa glorious Church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, and 
ifſhe mult {till be militant, ler ir no longer be within her 
ſelf, bur againſt ſpiritual wickedneſſes, the ruler of the 
darkneſs ofthis world ; till at laſt thou utterly beat down 
Saran under her feet ; and tranſlate her from this ſtate of 
warfare, to that of Triumph, and bliſs in the Kingdom of 
thy Father ; which thou O bleſſed 7eſxs haſt purchaſed 
with thy Bloud, and ſealed by thy Spirit, To which bleſ- 
ſed Trinity be aſcrib'd all praiſe, hanour, and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen, © 
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Oo M OST gracious Lord, who out ofthy boundleſs 
compaſſion to thy creatures, art never wanting in 
any means that may draw them to thy ſelf, we the unwor- 
thieſt ofthem deſire to give glory to thee, in a hearty ac- 
knowledgement that thou halt in a moſt eminent and peculi- 
ar manner abounded ro us of this Nation, afforded us all 
the methods that might either force or allure us to obedi- 
ence, Lord thou wert pleaſed to keep us many years un- 
der thy chaſtening hand, thou broughreſt us into the ſnare 
and layd(t trouble upon our loyns, and didſt at once up- 
braid and puniſh our voluntary flaveries to our own luſts, 
by giving us up a prey to thoſe of others : and when thoſe 
judgmears which ſhould have melted, ſerv'd but to harden 
us, when we ſeemed emulous to have our fins out-vye thy 
Plagues, as they had before thy mercies, what could we 
then expect, but to find a judgment worthy of God? 
Such an irreverſible ruine, as might render us an hiſſing 
and aftoniſhment to the whole Earth > But when we were 
thus ripened for thy greateſt ſeverity, then didſt thou, O 
Lord, prevent us with the bleſſings of rhy goodneſs, mi- 
raculouſly interpoſe for our reſcue, and by ſuch undiſcern- 
able ways return the captivity of our Sion, that we were 
deliver'd like them that dream, This, O Lord, was ſo ſtu- 
pendous, ſo amazing a mercy, that nothing can be more 
admirable, bur only our —_— ingratirude : Thou 
haſt ſignally atteſted thy ſelf ro be a God that doſt won- 
ders, and yet we who enjoy the benefit of them, neither 
conſider them as wonders, nor thee as God , but Athei- 
ſtically defie that Providence by which we ſubliſt, Thou 
haſt reſtored to us our ſolemn worſhip, and we now fay 
what a wearineſs is it ? can ſeldom afford it aur preſence, 
and ſeldomer our hearts, Thou haſt broken the yoke of 
uſurping oppreſſors, and we murmur no leſs at our lawtul 
governours, as if all that we deſired to reap by the ex- 
change, were the guilt ' of ſpeaking evil of Dignities. 
Thou haſt freed us from the burden of unlawful impoſed 
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oaths , and we daily rend thy ſacred name by voluntary im- 
pertinent ones, Thou haſt delivered our eſtates from the 
rapine of others, and we ſacrifice them to our -own riot, 
and are never the more open-handed ro our poor brethren 
for all thy munificence to us, Thou halt reſtor'd us the 
liberty of our Perſons, and we proclaim licence to our 
luſts. Theſe are the degenerous and baſe returns we have 
made , thus, O thus have we requited the Lord, and by it 
have againforc'd thee to reſume thy ſcourge, and by a ſuc- 
ceſſion of ſignal judgments atteſt thy diſpleaſure, And yer 
O Lord, who regardeth the power of thy wrath ? Who 
15 there that repenteth him of his ways, or faith, what 
have I done? Never any foil made ſoill return to ſo much 
husbandry, and fince we bring forth nothing but Briers 
and Thorns, we may ſurely conclude we are nigh unto 
curſing : and, O Lord, what can we plead to avert the Sen- 
tence, who are as far from penitence as innocence, or how 
can we pray againſt that vengeance, which we make it our 
buſineſs to pull down? Nay, O Lord, ſhouldſt thou as 
miraculouſly prolong, as thou didſt reſtore our Peace, 
et what will that avail us, if it ſerve but to ſet us at greater 
foftility with thee ? Bleſſed Lord, there is but one mer- 
that we are capable of, and that is the melting our 
hearts, and ifthat cannot be done, but by — us into 
2 yet more fiery furnace ; Lord do that or any thing with 
us, ſo we may come out veſſels of honour meet for thy ſer- 
vice. But yet, O Lord, if thy gentler methods may have 
any Effect, be pleas'd to continue thy long-ſuffering , and 
though we have no pretence to mercy, yet do thou aſſert 
thine own work, be merciful RR thou haft been ſo, 
and ſuffer us not to deſtroy what thou haft ſo miraculouſly 
preſery'd. Finally, O Lord diſpenſe to us whatſoever thou 
ſeeſt moſt apt to reduce 1s ; and that thy outward applica- 
tions may be no longer is: vain, enforce and enliven them 
with thy inward : and by the ſweet inſinuations of thy bleſ- 
ſed Spirit, ſubdue our obftinate perverſeneſs , and give us 


at laſt ſach grace, as we may not turn into wantonneſs, 
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O thouto whom all things are poſſible, who haſt done ſuch 
wonderful things for us, work a yet greater miracle itfus, 
and of a profane, ungrateful, licentious Nation, make us 
an holy people unto thy ſelf, that all ranks and conditions 
of men, may as univerſally and induſtriouſly combine to 
propitiate, as they have to provoke thee : that ſo by 
bringing forth fruits of repentance, we may eſcape thy 
wrath both remporal and eternal, Grant this for his ſake 
who died to work that deliverance for us : 7eſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen, 
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